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iSDVERTISEMENT 



F&OM 



THE EDITOR. 



JVIaDAM ROLAND, the wife of a man of fdence^ 
was perfuSded, that the celebrity of a woman ought 
to be confined to the efteem arifing from the prac- 
tice of the domeftic virtues. On this account ihe 
never would confent to publifli writings, which might 
have procured her literary fame. It was even necef- 
fary to be intimately acquainted with her, to be able 
to form a juft eftimate of her native merit) her re- 
quired talents, and her ftrength of mind. 

Madam Roland^ w^en the wife of a minifter, re- 
tained the fame principles. She aiGfted her hufband in 
his political labours, as fhe had ailifled him before in his 
fciemific purfuits, without permitting her name to ap- 
pear. But her fituation was chanjg^ed. Her foclety 

Part I. A bef'^re 
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bdbie ms confined to a few intimates, but noir ivRetx 
ihe vfzs become the centre of a Mider circle, the ad- 
miration of her friends, and the malevolence of her 
>enemies, foon combined to give her a celebrity which 
ihe was ilill far £rom feeking. 

• 
Imprisonbd^ calumninated on alt fides, and having no* 

thing but a fcafiFold before her eyes, Madam Roland was 

naturally induced to feek the efteem of pofterity as a 

confolation for the injuftice of her contemporaries, and 

%o aim at future glory, as a Ibrt of compenfatioa for 

an untimely death. 

Then, and not till then, Ihe appeared to feparatc 
her reputation from that of her bufband: then, and 
not till then, flie took up her pen to make herfelf 
known individually, and to furnifli materials for hiftory 
• in her own name. It will be feen, however, that Ihe 
was not' adtuated folely by the defire of vindicating 
her reputation, and acquiring fame: every page Will 
ihow, that fte was particularly anxious to repel the 
calumnious charges heaped upon her hufband, and to 
revenge the memory of Roland, in cafe he hknfetf 
Ihould not have it in his power to write or publiffi his 
laft juftificalion. • 

The public, already prepoflfeffed in her fevour, will 
judge, from a perufal of her writings^ whether flie really 
merited the praife of her friends, and whether flie did not 
deferve the hatred of the villains, who fucceeded at lail in 

'ringing her to the bbck. 
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Mawvol£nce, afitimmg^ die mafic of cfftxefiftd^ 
will endeavour, no doubt, to dq>reaate this moaumeat 
ereftecjf by a wom^n to the .glory of her fex ;. but the 
imgartial reader will acknowledge her powci^. I will 
only fay, as an excufe^ for fome fuperfluous relations^ 
and fome negligences of ' compofition, that Madam Ro- 
land compofed the part entitled Hiftorical Memoirs 
(two thirds of which, and thofe the moft intCTefting, 
ar6 loft) in the fpace of ene month, and all tfee reft 
in two and t\;^?enty days, in the midft of forrows and 
alarms pf every kind; and that fcarcely a paflage in 
the manufcript is erafed. 

Many perfons, »whofe chara£ters Madam Rola&d 
has drawn, will have reafon to complain; but it be- 
longs to pofterity alone to decide, whether Ihe has 
done them juftice^ It was my duty . to confine my« 
felf ftriaiy to the office of an editor ; and to make no 
alteration in the text, even when it was evident, that 
fhe had been miflaken. There, is a paflage, for in« 
ftance, where Ihe feems to throw reflexions oa citizen 
Dulaure, which I believe him far from deferving, and 
which every true republican will be eager to, rejeft. 
It may not be amifs here to relate the caufc of her 
error. 

Dulaure, a patriotic joumalift, and a bold aflertor 
of truth, was a frequent vifitor at Jlofend's, whofe prin- 
ciples were analogous to his owiiy and whofe conduct 
he deemed meritorious. But wbax Dulaure became a 

member 
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inemlicr of the convention, he thought k incumbent on: 
hkxij as a matter .of delicacy, to defift from going to 
the houfe of a. minifter of whofe adions he \^ con- 
iUtuted a judge. Mstdam Roland attributed this refer vc 
to a change of political opiluions, and to the inftigation 
of the Mountaineers t hence the ill-humour which feems 
to have predominated, when (he wrote the article con- 
cemiog him ; but in which, notwithftanding, fhe does 
bis charafter the- juftice it dcferves. The courage 
with which citizen Dulaure printed all the complaints 
of Madam Roland after the 31ft of May ; the honour- 
able profcription he has undergone ; and his lad pub- 
lication entitled, A Supplement to the Crimes of the 
late Committees of Government, fender all farther juf- 
^cation unneceffary. 

I COULD have wiflied to have given to the pubh'c 

the whole of the work at once ; but the delays of 

the prcfs at the prefent moment, and the obfervations 

of fome good citizens,, have made me refolve to 'pub- 

lifh one part at a time. There will be four, which 

will follow each other, as fpeedily as circumftances will 

permit. The fecond will contain feveral detached 

pieces, refpefUng the events of the revolution, with 

the papers that relate to her death, or that immediately ^ 

preceded it; The third and fourth will contain her 

private life, written precifely in the fame manner, and 

with the fame intention, as the Confeffions of Rouffeau : 

to which will -be added fome familiar letters, that I 

, found among my papers. I much lament, that I have 

not 



not a more complete feries of her correfpondence to 
publifli* : it is in the effufions of friendflup, that the 
mind di^lays itfelf fully, and that our opinions, incli^ 
nations, and acquirmnents, exhibit themfeWes naked to 
tbeu eye* On this account I confider her letters, 
though at firft view they appear to concern only out 
iriendihip, turn of mind, and our purfuit^ as a necef- 
fary fupplement to her private memoirs. Her repub- 
lican ardour will appear frgm the very firft of tliem ; 
and certainly, on the 28th of Auguft, 1792$ ftte could 
not forefee, that France would become a repubKc; 
flill lefs that ihe was defUned to be a principal adof 
in that eventful fcene* 

Madam Roland was very fond of praftifing cpiftolaty 
writing. She turned her pen to every fubjeft with 
incredible facility, and with uncommon elegance of 
ftile. As a letter- writer, (he was fuperior, in my opi- 
nion, • to a Sevigne or a Maintenon : becaufe flie was 
far better informed than thofe two celebrated women, 
and becaufe her correfpondence confifted of things, and 
not of words. 

♦ This correfpondence, very adtire for feveral ytars, was frequent* 
Jy diurnal during her abode at Amiens. Jmpjerfed traces remain 
in my memory of fomc interefting letters which J cannot now find : 
poflibly they are with feveral others in the hands of Lanthenas, with 
whom that correfpondence was frequently carried on in common. 
He then confidered it, and with reafon, as of great impoaance; 
but now ! 

It 
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It Is my wiih to colled fuch of her letter^ as xAzf 
liave been preferred ; and I here requeft thofe who 
have them in their pofleflion to fend me tfte origin 
uslSy as free from expence as xaxf be; as I purpofe 
publiihing them at the end of federal literary produc* 
lions of madam Roland, which are known to me, and 
which I think worthy of feeing the light. 

Roland during his retreat had alfo compofed fome 
hiftorical memoirs ; but they were configned to the 
flames the moment the intrepid woman, who con* 
cealed him, was taken into cuftody. At the conclu- 
fion of his firft miniftry, he publiflied a collection of 
pieces, calculated to make his condud in office known 
to pofterity ; it is my intention to continue it, by get- 
ting together fuch as relate to his fecond miniftry. 

But that I may be enabled to accomplifli this ob- 
jeft, as well as the preceding one, it is requifite, that 
;. the national convention, either by a general law, foli- 
cited by all the friends of juftice, or by a particular 
decree, defired by every true friend of liberty, reftore 
to Roland's daughter the property to which (he has 
a juft jclaim. I muft have liberty to fearch among the 
papers ftill under feal at Villefranche, and among thofe 
taken from the houfe at Paris, after the fale of the 
furniture by the agents of the national domains. It is 
incumbent on all true republicans, victims of tyranny, 
and perfecuted for their virtues or talems like Roland 
and his wife, to favour my wilhes with their influence, 

and 



%lid to pfotiix&t my eiiga^g warl't irddoTadoa to 
iier rights. 

Let me be permitted to <:&ticlude with aa bbfenra« 
tion, which perha{is h not lumeceffaiy. This work 
is, at prefent at leaft, the fole fortune of Eudqra, the 
beloved daughter, the o&ly child of Roland. Woe 
-to the villain who dares to pirale it ! For certainly he 
*wauld not be able to fell a fingle copy; and yet I 
ihould not fail to caU down upon hun all the, ycOs* 
igeazKre of the law. 
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•UCH is the fate of virtue in revolutionary times;. 
After the firfiT commotions of a nation, weary of the 
abufes by which if has been aggrieved, have fubfided, 
enlightened* men, whro have pointed out itj rights, and 
aflifted iii regamirig^ them^ arc called into places of 
authority: but they cannot long maintain themfelvea 
there ; for the ambitious, eager to take advantage of cir- 
cumftances^ fobn contrive to miflead the people by flat- 
tery, and fet them againft their real defenders^ that they 
themfelves may acquire confequence and *power* Such 
has been the progrefs of things, particularly jfince the 
tenth of Auguft; On* fome future 'day, perhaps, I 
ftiall recur to earlifer times,, to give an account of what 
my fituation htis enabted me to know r at prefent the fote 
objedt ' I have in view is to commit the circumftances of 
my arreft to paper : it is the kind of amufement moft 
fuitable to the folitary, to reflfifton their perfonal con- 
cerns,, and to exprefs what they fcelJ' 

The refignation of Roland appeafed not his enenuei* 
He had quitted the miriiftry, in fpite of his rcfolutioa 
to await there the liyiiig of the ftorm, and to brave everjj^ 

<iangeT*5, 



SUtffSt i beeatffe the ftate of thecoundS^ when he became 
fully acquainted with it, and his wailt of influence, whichi 
kept coQtinuaHy increafing,. and was particularly evi^ 
dent about the middle of January^ no. longer left him any 
thing to look forward to but faults and follies, of which 
he xBxA paftidpaie the difgrace^ Hb was not even al- 
lowed to enter his reafons or his opinions on the regifter 
of the proceedings,, when they were coatiary to the deter- 
mination of the majority .^ 

The confequence was, that from the day of that pitiful 
4ecree refpeding; the eoooedy intituled PJ:mi diss Loix^ 
which he would not fign, becaufe the fecond article was. 
,at bdl ridiculous, he no longer affixed his. fignature to 
any dcAibeFalion of the coundL That was the fifteenth 
of January* The profpeift held out to him by the con- 
vention was by no means encouraging^ His very name 
W^ there become the fign^ of difcord and difturbance i^ 
and could no kmger be pronounced without producing 
an uproar* If 'a member ventured to anfwer the odious. 
accufations gratuitoufly preferred againil; the minifter, he 
was treated as an inftrument of fadicxi, and reduced to 
iilence. In the mean time Pache was accumulating in 
the war department all the faults which his weaknefs and 
implicit fubmiffion to the jacobins enabled the perfidy, 
imbecility, and imprudence of his agents to commit ; 
and yet the convention could not obtain the difmiflion of 
Pachc; for the moment a fingle fentence was uttered 
againft him, the bloodhounds of the mountain fet up a 
howl againft Roland. Thus the continuation of his cou- 
rageous druggie in the miniftry could no. longer prevent 
/^e faults of the council, while it became an additional 
motive of diforder in the convention* He deemed it 

therefore 



dierefore pmdent to giTe ia his refignatioQ, To prev^ 

that it was n^celBiry, it fufEces to remark, thaj; the 

found part of the legiAative 'body, convinced as it was 

c^ the virtues and talents of the calumniated nunifter^ 

. durft not make a fingle obfervation on the fubjed. This 

was unqueftionably weakneXs ; for it ftood in need of a 

firm and honeft man in the home department, who 

would have been its moft powerful fupport j and lofing 

this it could not do otherwife than fubmit to the yoke of 

the violent patriots, who were endeavouring to fetup 

and maintain an authority capable of rivalling the ihu> 

tional reprefentation. 

Roland kept a ufurplng commune in awc« Roland 
gave to all the adminiftracive bodies, a regular, uniform, 
and harmonious motion : he watched over the fupply of 
provifions of the great national family : he found means to 
re-eftabli{h peace in all the departments ; he diffufed 
throughout them that order which proceeds from juftice, 
and that confidence which is kept alive by a vigilapt ad- 
miniftration j and he fet on foot between them a friendly 
correfpondencq, and a ready communication of knowledge. 
Roland ought therefore to have been fupported : but fince 
weaknefs denied the means, he, to whom thztf weaknefs 
was well known, could not choofe but retire. . 

The timid Garat, an agreeable compapion, a man 
of letters, of moderate merit, and a deteftable minifler ; 
Garat, whofe appointment to the judicial department 
proved the want of able men, a want- which is incon* . 
ceivable, and which none can tell butgthey who, occu- 
pying places of importance, h;ave coadjufors to feek ; 
Garat had not even fenfe enough to remain in that of- 
fice, where there is leaft to be done, and where his bad 

health 
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1lei^9 hk lOturaT ihdotencd^ and his incapatk]^ for* ihs^ 
finefs, would have been leafl confpicuous ; but removedf 
to the home department^ without polTef&ng the fmallen^ 
fliare of the requifite knowledge,, not only where polirics; 
ire the queftic^ but in regard to commerce, the arts^ 
and a multitude of adminiftrative operations, that come 
wil^n its cognizance^ With all that ignorance, and with 
idl his inaftivity, he ventured to take the place c£ the 
moil a&ive man in the republic,, and the bed informed 
iaall the above particubrs. The relaxation of the machine 
foon . occafioned the diflocation. of its parts, and proved 
the weaknefs of the regulator : the departments were 
thrown inlo commotion, fear city began, to- be felt,, the 
flames, of civil war were lighted up in la Vendee ; the 
authorities of Paris exceeded their powers ; the jacobins 
affumed the reins of government ; and the puppet Pache, . 
difmiffed from the department, which, he had thrown 
into confufion, was raifed by a. cabal to the. mayoralty, 
where his fujjplenefs was wanted, while his place at the 
council-board was filled by the idiot Bouchotte, as fup- 
pie as he, and even furpaflinghim in ftupidity.. 

Roland gave a terrible blow to his adverfaries, by 
publilhing, on his retirement, fuch/ accounts, as no 
minifter before him had furnifhed. To have them ex- 
amined and fanclioned by a report, was a piece of juf- 
ticc, which he was doomed to folicit in vain ; for that 
would have been acknowledging the falfehood of the ob- 
loquy thrown on him, the infamy of his detraftors, and 
the weaknefs of the convention, which had not dared to 
undertake his defence. 

It was neceffary to perfevere in flanderlng hiin, 

without coming to the proof j in order to perplex 

and 
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«tod raiflead the public opinion, fo as to be able 
to ruin him with impunity ; and thjjs to get rid of a 
troublefome witnefs of fo many atrocities, which muft 
either be concealed, or juftified, to preferve to the 
perpetrators the wealth and authority they helped 
them to acquire. In vain did Roland entreat, publiih, 
and write feven times in four months to the convention, 
to demand an examination and a report on his condu^ 
in the miniftry. The jacobins continued to employ their 
fatellites, to proclaim him a traitor : Marat proved to 
his people that the ex-minifter's head was neceffary to the 
tranquillity of the republic : confpiracies fruftrated, fet 
on foot anew, baffled again, and yet conftanly carried 
on, ended at length in the infurreflion of the 31 ft 
of May, when the good people of Paris, with a fixed 
determination to maflacre no one, did every thing befidea 
that their audacious direftors, their infolent commune, and 
the revolutionary committee of meffieurs the Jacobins, 
grown mad or furious, or elfe become the hirelings of 
the enemy, were pleafed to require.* Roland had writ- 
ten the eighth time to the convention, which had not 
even deigned to read his letter ; and I was preparing to 
get the municipality to fign paffports, by means of which 
I might go with my daughter into the country, whither 
I was called by domeftic bufmefs, by the ftate of my 
health, and by many good reafons befide. Among 
other things I confidered, how much more eafy it would 
be for Roland to efcape alone from the purfuit of his 
enemies, fhould they proceed to the laft extremities, 
than for the whole of his little family together : prudence 

pointed out the propriety of diminifliing the number of 

points 
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points in which he was attackable*. My pa0porl3 
had been delayed at the fedtion, through the chicanery* 
of fome zealous maratiflsy in whofe eyes I was an objedt 
of fufpicion ; and they were but juft delivered to mc, 
when a fit of the nervous colic, attended with violent 
convulfions, the only indifpofition to which I am fubjed, 
and to which the vehement aflfeftions of a ftrong mind 
ruling a robuft body expofe me, obliged me to keep my 
bed. I pftfled fix days in this ftate, and purpofed going 
out oa Friday, to fliew myfelf at the municipality ; but 
the found of the alarm-bell informed me, that it was not 
a proper time. Every thing had long foretold an 
approathing crifis. It is true that ihe afcendancy of the 
jacobin§ made it very unlikely that itj iffue fhould be 
favourable to the real friends of liberty : but energetic 
minds detdJ" fufpenfe ; and the debafement of the con- 
vention, with its daily afts of weaknefs and flavery, 
appeared to me fo diftrefling, that I hardly confidered 
the worft exceffes a& more lamentable, becaufe they 
would neceffarily contribute to open the eyes, and de- 
termine the conduct of the departments. The alarm 
gun, and the 'commotions of the day, awakened in me 
that intereft, whidi great events infpire, without pro- 
ducing any painful emotion. Two or three perfons 
came to confer with us ; and one, in particular, prefled 
JEloland to make his appearance at his fedion, by which 

* That was not my ftrongeft inducement : for, tired of the courfe 
ef affairs, I feared nothing for myfelf; innocent and courageouSi m* 
juQice might reach » hut could not jdegrade me ; and to fuffer it, was 
^ trial, .in the thought* of braving which I felt pleafure ; but aoQthef 
rea(bn» altogether perfonal, and which fomc day perhaps my pen will 
jdifd0le, deto'mined me to depart* 

he 
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^ was efteeriied, and of which the good difpofitkrfi was 
the beft warrant of his fafety. It was agreed, however, 
that he fliould not fleep at home the following hight : 
though, by the way, nothing was talked of but the good 
intentions of the citizens, who dt-ew up under arms, in 
order to oppofe every a£t of violence. ' It was not 
added, that they would permit preparations for every afl: 
*bf violence to be made. 

TfiE blood boils in my veins wheA I haat praifes be- 
llowed on the good-nature of the Parifians, who are de- 
termined not to have another day like the 2d of Sep- 
tembef . Why, good heavens ! nobody wants you to exe- 
(iutc another ; you need only fuffer it as you did before : 
but you are neceflary to colled the viftims, and you 
kindly lend your aid to apprehend them ; you are ne- 
ceflTary to give the appearance of a legitimate infurreftion 
to the violence of the galleries* by whom you are governed,* 
and you approve their undertakings : you obey their orders, 
you fvvear fealty to the monftrous authorities they create ; 
you furroand thq legiflative body with your bayonets, and 
you permit rebels ^to diSate to the national reprefen- 
tation the decrees they wifli to pafs. Boaft then no 
more of being its defenders ; it is you who bind it ia 
chains ; you who deliver into the hands of oppreflion 
the members, the moft diftinguifhed for their virtues and 
their talents ; you who with equal cowardice would fe^ 
them brought to the block, by proceedings fimilar t6 
thofe that deflroyed Sidney ; and you it is who will have 
to anfwer to indignant France for fo many crimes ; who 

* Of the convention, which at this period were filled with ruffians 
from the jacobm cl.ib. Troft/, 

Q ferve 
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fcrvc the caufe. of her enemies, and who prepare the way 
for federalifm. Think you, that the high-fpirited Marfcilles, 
and the enlightened department of la Glronde, will pafs 
over the outrages committed «n their reprefenta'tives, or 
fraternife with a city polluted by futh crimes ? You are 
the deftroyers of your country, and foon will you lament^ 
in vain, your infamous pufillanimity in the midft gf jt9 
ruins* 

It was half after five in the evening, when fix armed 
men came to our houfe. One of them read to Roland 
an otder of the revolutionary committee, by virtue of which 
they were come to apprehend him. ' I know no law,* 
faid Roland, * which conftitutes the authority you men* 
lion ; nor Ihall I obey the orders which it iffues. If yoa 
tmploy violence, I can only oppofe to you fuch refift- 
ancc as a man of my years is capable of ; but I fhall pro- 
teft againft it to the laft moment of my life/ — * I have 
|io order to employ violence,' replied the fpokefman^ 
• I Ihall therefore go and communicate your anfwer to 
the council-general of the commune : in the mean time 
I will leave my colleagues here/ 

It occurred to me immediately, that it would not be 
amifs to denounce thefe proceedings to the convention^ 
in the mofl: public j^anner, in order to prevent the arreft 
of Roland, or to obtain his prompt releafe, if it (hould 
have taken place. To communicate this idea to my 
•hulband, write a letter to the prefident, and fet out, was 
the bufinefs of a few minutes. My fervant beiijg ab- 
fent, I left a friend, who was in the houfe, to keep Ro- 
land company ; and ftepped alone into a hackney coach, 
which I ordered to proceed as faft as poflible to the Ca- 
louzel. The court-yard of the Tuikries was filled 

with 
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^th armed max* I croffed it, and flew through tUc 
jnidft of therau like a bird. I w^s dreffed in a morning 
gown, .and had put on a ; black fliaul, and a veiL On 
my arrisral'at the doors of the outer halls, which were 
all fhut, I found fentinels, who allowed no one to enter, 
Qr fent me by turns from doer to door. In vain 
did I infifl: on admiilion ;. till at length it came into my 
mind to employ fuch language as a bigotted Robefperian 
would, have held. * Why, citizens,' faid I, ' in this day of 
felyation for our country^ and in the midft of the 
traitors, from whom, we have fo mvch to fear, you do not 
know then, of what importance fome notes may be which 
1 wifli'. to tranfmit to the prefidei]Lt. Send at lead for an 
uiher, that Lmay entruft them to his care.* 

The doors inftantly flew open^ and I walked mto tRe 
petitioner's hall. I then enquired for one of the xifliefs, 
' and was defired by a fentry, planted witbiii the hall, to 
wait till^ one came out. . A quarter of an hour had al- 
ready pafled, when I perceived Rofe'*, thfe very man 
who had brought me the decree of the convention, re- 
queuing, me to repair to the bar^ on account of the ri- 
diculous accufation of Viard, whom I overwhelmed with 
confufion : I now folicited permiffion to appear there, and 
reprefented. Roland's danger, as connefted with the pub- 
lic weal. But circumftances were no longer the fame, 
though my rights were equally good : before, requefted 
refpeftfully, now a fuppliantj. how was I to obtain rfie 
fame fuccefs ? Rofe took charge of my letter ; conceived 
at once the fubjeft, and . the. greatnefs <rf my impatience j 

♦ A Scotchman, who was ufii'er to tbc convention, as well as to 
each of the preceding aflemblies. Tranf, 

and 
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and leftme^ m orferto lay it on the tablfej and to requeit^ 
that it might be read without delay. An hour elapfed-; 
I waUted haftily backwards and forwards ; and every time 
the door was opened, my eyes were caft towards the ball, 
b^t it was. immediately fhut by the guards and fitom time ro 
lime a dreadful noife aflailed- my ears. Rofe made his 
appearance again.—* Well !*— .' Nothing ha^ yet be<m 
done. A tumult I cannot, defcribe prevails in the aflem- 
Mf. Some petitioners, at this moment at the bar, de- 
mand the confinement of the fuxnty^two :■ I have juft 
aflkled Rabaud in getting out without being feen : thay 
will not confent to his making the report of the com- 
aiiflion of tu^ehe :- he has been threatened : feveral others 
ate making off: nor can any one fay what will be the 
event/—' Who is prefident ?'— ^Heiaut Sechelles.'— . 
* Ah ! my letter will not be read; Send me fome member 
brother with whomlmay fpeaka few words.' — ^ Whomi* 
•— ' Indeed I am little acquainted, or have little efteem far 
any, but thofe that are profcribedi Tell Vargniaui I: 
^^ to fee him.*' 

Rose went in queft of him ; at the end of a very con- 
iiderable time he came; and we talked together forfeven 
or eight minutes. He then returned to the hall, came 
back, and faid : « In the prefent ftate of the affembly, I 
dare not flatter you : you have no great room for hope. If 
you get admiffion to the bar, you may obtain a little more 
favour as a woman ; but the convention is no longer able 
to do any good.' — ^ It is able to do any thing it plcafes/ 
exclaimed I: . ^ for the majority of Paris only diefif e to 
Know how they ought to act. If I be admitted, I will 
venture to fay, what ' you could not utter without * 
cxpofing yourfelf to an impeachment. As to me I fear. 

iiothing 



feothiitg m tTre world ; and if I cannot fave Robnd, t wHI 
fpeak forae home truths, which will not be akogether 
■ ufelefs to the lepublic* Inform- your v/orthy- colleagues: 
a courageo-us- fajly may liave a great eifefl:, or ajl^. IcaA 
will ferve te fet a great example/-— I was indeed, in tb^t 
temper of mind^ which imparts, eloquence : warm with, 
indignation^ and ftiperior to aU fear, my bofom glowing 
for my country,, the ruia of which 1 fojfefaw, every 

r 

nhiQg deap to rae itt the world at ftake, feeling ftrong* 
iy, exptefHng my fentiments with fluency, and too 
proud not to utter them with dignity, I had th« 
moft impoitanc interefts to difcufe, poflcffed fome means 
of defending them, and was in a fiagular fituation for 
doing it y/ith advantage.-r-* But, at any rate,' faid Verg^ 
niaux, ^ your letter cannot be read this hour or two ; a 
motion of fix articles is going to be difcuffsd : and pe- 
titioners, deputed by the feftions, are waiting u the bar: 
only think what a tedious time you will have to ft ay !'-^ 

^PHrill go home, then, to know what has been paffing there, 
arid will immediately return. ; you may tell our friends foj 
■« — ^ Moft; of thenx are abfent : they behave courageoufly, 

. when they are here ; but they are deficient in, aHiduity/ 
•-^* That, alas 1 is but tpo true*' 

I quitted Vergniaux, flew to Louvet's, wEote a note to 
infonn him of what was going on, and wl^^t I forefaw 
would follow ; threw myfelf into a hackney-coachj and 
ordered it to drive hom*2. The wretched horles did net 
get on to my mind ; and we were foon met by battalions 
of national guards, whofe* march (lopped the way. I 
jumped out of. the coach, paid the coachman, ruflvj^ 
through the ranks, and made off. This was near the 
I;ouvfe, from wheiicQ I ran to our houfe,. which was 
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ft Ae Rue & la Harpey oppofitc the fchool of ftitgcry; 
The porter whifpcred me, that Roland wa« gone to the 
landlord's at the bottom of the court; and thither J 
repaired, perfpirmg at every pore, A glafs of wine was 
brought me, and I was told, that the bearer of the war- 
rant having returned, .without being able to procure a 
hearing at the council, Roland had pecfifted in proteft- 
kg againft hia orders ; and that thefe good people, after 
demanding his protcft in writing, had withdrawn ; in con- 
fequencc of which Roland had come to beg a paflfage 
through their apartments, and had got out of the houfe 
by the back dopr. I did the fam^ in. order to find him, 
to inform him of the attempt I had made, and of the 
fteps I meant to purfue. At the firft houfe to which t 
repaired, I found him not : in the fecond I did. From 
lAe folitude of the ftreets, which, by the way, were illu- 
minated, I prefumed that it was late : I prepared never- 
thelefs to return to the convention^ where I fliould 
have taken care to be ignorant of Roland's efcape, h^ 
Ihduld have fpoken as I had before intended.. I was 
going to fet out on foot, without recoilefting, that it 
'w^s paft ten o'clock, and that I was out that day for the 
firft time fince my illnefs, which demanded reft and the 
bath. A hackney-coach was brought me. On ap- 
proaching the Carouzel, I faw nothing more of the 
armed force, except two pieces of cannon, and a few 
men, who were ftill at the gate of the national palace ; 
I went up to it, and found that the fitting was at an end. 
What ! on the day of an infurreftion, when the found 
of the alarm-bell fcarcely ceafes to ftrike the ear, when 
only two hours before forty thoufand men in arms fur- 
rounded the convention, and petitioners threatened its 

members 
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m^bers from the bar, the affembly Is not. pa^msnent !— * 
. Surely then it is completely fubjugated ! it has done 
every thing, that it was ordered ! The revolutionary 
power is fo predominant, that the convention dares not 
oppofe it, and it ftands itfelf in no need of the conventi<jn i 

•m 

* Citizens,' faid I to fome fans-culottes coUeftAi 
round a cannon, ' has every thing gone well ?* — ' (> 
wonderfully i they embraced each other, and fang the 
hymn of the Marfeilloisy there, under the tree of liberty/ — 

* What, then, is the right fide appeafed ?' — ^ Faith, it was- 
obliged to liften to f eafon/ — * And what of flie committed 
of twelve?' — ^^ It is kicked into the ditch.' — ^ And the? 
twenty-two ?*^ — * The municipality will have them taken 
^.' — ^Ay, but can the. municipality?' — ' Why, body o* me, 
k not the municipality the fovcreign ? It is high time 

it fhould, to fet thofe b of traitors to rights, and 

fupport the common-wealth.'—^ But will the departments' 
be well pleafed to fee their reprefentatives * * * *'— L«What 
arc you talking about ? — ^the Parifians Ap nothing but iii 
concert with the departments : they faid fo to the conven- 
tion. — ' That however is not quite fo certain, for, ta 
know their will, the primary affemblies were wanting.'— 

* Was th-ere any want of primary affemblies on the i oth of 
Auguft? Did not the departments approve what Paris 
did then? They will do the fame now ^ it is Paria 
that is faving them.'-^' Or rather^ it is Paris that is- 

ruining itfelf.' 

I had croffed the court, and was returning to my. hack- 
ney-coach, while concluding this dialogue with an .ol<t 
lans-culotte, who was well paid no doubt for tutoring the 
dupes. A pretty dog followed clofe at^tny heels: — 'Is 
the poor brute your's?' faid the coachman with a 

tone of feaj^bility very uncowunon j«nongj[l his fel- 
lows. 
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lows, which ftruck mc exceedingly. — * No : I anl Tlot 
acquainted with him :' anfwered I gravely, as if fpeaking 
of a man, but in reality thinking of fomething very dii- 
fcrent : * you will fet me down at the galleries of the 
LttAt^e/ There I meaned to call on a friend, with 
whom I intended to concert the means of conveying Ro- 
land out of Paris. We had not gone a dozen yards b^ 
fore the coach flopped. ' What is the matter ?' faid I 
to the coachman. — *^ Ah, he has left me ; like a fool ; for 
I wanted to keep him for my little boy. They would 
have been rare company for one another. Here ! 
^Here ! my little fellow.*— I lecollecled the dpg, and wa^ 
highly pleafed at having for my coachmaii, at fuch an 
hour, a good-natured man, poflefled of a feeling heart, and 
a father. ' Endeavour to catch him :' faid I: * you fhall 
put him into the coach, and I will take care of him. 
»— The honeft fellow, quite delighted, caught the 
4og, opened the door, and gave him to me for a com'- 
panion. The poor animal appeared fenfible, that he had 
found protection and an afylum, and carefled rae with 
great affeftlon. I recoUefted the tale of Sandi, in whicli 
he defcribes an old man, who being weary of his fellow- 
creatures, and difgufted with their paiTions, rethed to a 
wood ; and there conftruded himfelf a dwelling, of Vvhich 
he enlivened fhe folitude by the fcfisty of feveral animals, 
who repaid his cares with teftimonics of affection, and 
with a fpecies of gratitude, with which he contented him- 
felf, for want of meeting with its like among mankind. 
• Pasquier wasjuft gone to bed. He rofe ; Ifubmitted 
to him my plan ; and we agreed, that he fhoul4 call on 
me tl^e next day a little after feven, when I would let him 
knowwbere his friend was to be found. I fteppcd into 



mv 

4 



'( ^$ ) 



^y coach agaiii^ au'd tras : procecdipg home, when! wsa 
flopped by tite fentry,.at the poft of the SamaritaineK 
5 Have a little paiieiw:e:* (aid the honeft coachman in a 
whifpetf and tui:ning. routid on his feat : Mt is thexruflom sit 

• 

this time.of night/— The fegeant ranie and opened the 
dooi;. '^.Who cj>ave we eot here ?*— *A womin/— * 
^Vhence do you come.?'— -* From the .convention.'^— 
Itis very true :' faid the coachman, putting in his word, 
as if he were afraid I fhould not b? believed.— ^Whither are 
,you, going.?' — -^ Home.'—* Have you np bundles?*— 
* Nothing at aU, as you may fee.*-^-* But the affenibly is 
broke up.'r-* ^^%: tb^my forrow, for I had a petition ta 
,prefent.'r — 'A woman! at this .hour! it^s exttemely 
ilrange iritis very imprudent.' — *'It certainly is not a very 
common eccurrence^. nor is it with me a matter of choice* 
J muft have had' ftrong reafons for it.'-r-* But, madikm^ 
ialone P'--^^ How, fir, alone ! Do ypu not fee that I have 
^innocence and truth for my companions i what would you 
thave nSore.?'-^* WelL! .1 muft be- contented with your 
ifeafons/^-rYou^ are 'quite in the right:* replied ^ in a 
(jgentkr tone : ^* for vthey isire.good. ones.* 
i The 4iorfe€ were fo .tired, . that the coacliman was 
:<A>Iiged' to pull them by the bridle, to get them up the 
ileep part of t'he Rue de la H^rpe. . At laigth, how- 
ever, I reached home, paid my coach, and had afcended 
weight or ten fteps,' when a man^ who had flipped in. at 
the gate ^unperceived by thp.porter, and who was clofe at 
tny heelsi begged me to conduft him to citizen Roland. 
'^— * To* his apartment I will conduft you with pleafure, if 

you hate any thing advantageous to impart i but to bim i$ 

* A foactaio at one eni of ' the Pont NAif. Trai{f, 
PARTI. D JjjipOffibl*, 
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impoflible/ — * Why, I came to let him know that they 
are abfolutely determined to put him in confinement this 
very evening.' — * They muft be curimng indeed if they 
acf:ompfifh their purpofe.'— * I am very happy to hear it ; 
for it is an honeft citizen you are fpeaking to/—- « Well 
and good,' faid I, and went up flairs, without well know- 
ing what to think pf the matter. 

I MAY be aflced, why, under fuch circumftances, I re- 
turned to the houfe ? nor is the queftion irrelevant ; 
for ilander had attacked me too, and malevolence might 
lUred its fhafts againft my bofom ; but to give a proper 
^ anfwer to it, the ftatc of my mind ought to be . com- 

. pletcly developed ; and that would require details, which 
I referve for a future period : their refults will be all I 

Ihall notice at prefent. I have naturally an averfion to 
every thing inconfident with the grand, bold, and ingenu- 
ous proceedings of innocence : an effort to efcape from the 
hand of injuftice would be to me more painful, than any 
thing it can inflld. In the lad two months of Roland^s 
adminiftration, bur friends often urged us to quit the hotel, 
and three feveral times they {p\md means to make us fleep 
from, home ; but it was always c6ntrary to my incHna* 
iion« It was an aiTafrmation that was then apprehended ; 
but I was of opinion, that no one would readily under- 
take to violate the afylumof a man invefted with a public 
ofHce ; and if there were villains bold enough to attempt 
fuch a crime, it appeared to me, that its perpetration 
would not be altogether ufelefs. At all events, it was 
incumbent on the minifter to be at his pofl, for there his 
death would cry aloud for vengeance, and be a leffon to 
the republic j while it was polEble to reach his life when 
abroad, 1(Sth equal advantage to the deviferg of the deed, 

*-"^ with Ms benefit to the public weal, and lefs glory to 

the 



^cerned abfurd by thofe whq prefer life to all; ^ing^ •. 
but he, who fets any value on his ?xifl,ence ina period ot 
Involution, ^iir.fet none on virtue, on honour, or on hir 
country. Accordingly I refufed to leave the hotel in the 
month, of January ; Roland^J^ bed' was in my/ chamber^ 
that we might both undergp^ the fame fate r ajd un4er. 
my paiow I kept>' piftol,.. not to- kill thofe who m|ghfr 
cpme toipurder us, but to fecure myfelf from tKefr out* 
rages, if they offered. to lay hands upon my perfon. 

When, out of ofEpe the obligation was no longer the. 
feme, and-I tho»ght it ri^t in Rbland' to ftmn the fury- 
of the populace, and the clutches of his -enemies.. As tc^ 
mc^ they had not an -equal intereft in.doingrae a mifcMcfi 
killing me^ would be> incurring an 6dium. they did notj 
defire ;, and my commitment to prifoA would be of little 
fervice to them^ and to mem) great misfortune. If thejc 
fcouldieet^any fenfe of ffiame, wifli tO' procced/^ccor^^ 
ing to form, and begin the bufinefs by* niakipg me un^ 
dergp an. examination, I Ihould find no difficulty in con^ 
founding them j:, and my anfwers- might even- fcrve tor 
difpel more rapidly the delufion of thofe- who wer^ 
only mifled in regard to Rolando. If they Ihould dare to gcr? 
the length of another feeond of September, it could only be 
becaufe aH the honeft members of the conveAtion would^ 
bealfoin theirpower, and becaufe all wouJdbe loftat Paris^ 
In that'caf© I ihould prefer deathjto living a-witnefs of my 
country's ruin: ; and glory ixia being comprehended among 
the. glorious vi£Ums facrificed to guilty fury* That fury> 
glutted by my deftruclion, would be lefs violent againll 
Roland, who, if once faved from this crifis, might ftifl 

render gteat fervices to the public in other parts o£ 
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fniseKs TEm^ of two things^ one was fUrt to \kzppen ^ 
either I might only rifqae imprHonment and a trial, ivhich' 
wotdd redound to my h\ifband^ and my country's good ; - 
oretfe, if Iwerc doomed toperifli, it^would be under cir- 
cumflances in^ which life itfelf would be a burthen. * 
* r HKVt a amiabfe daughter. Tfuckled hcr*myfelf*.' 
T have brought her up * with the enthufiaftic ' knxiety^ 
df maternal love. I have (it^ before her fuch ex- 
amples, as at Ker age wilfnot Be forgotten ; and*d6ubt' 
toot but (He will make a good and accompliflied woman, 
fier- education may be. completed without my afliftance^ 
and her father will derive confolationfrom her exiftence \ 
6ut fee will never feel my ftrong affe£Hons ; . fte. wilf 
never know my pains, nor my pleafutes : and yet were I ta 
•far bom again, and to Have* my choice . of "^ dTfpofi- 
^n*, r would not change my temper of 'mind, but would 
tti£ of the gods to. make me fiich as I am. Since 
Itoland's refigliadoh, I had lived' fo fftludedfronv 
the world, thar I had' fcarcely the fmalleff fn^ 
(tefcourfe* with any human* creature : the* family at'bne 
fcoufe, in which T might Eave concealed' myfelf^ was gone 
into the country ; in : another there was a lick perfon, 
which rendered the admiffion of a new gueft difficult ;. 
and that in which Roland lay hidden,,could not accommo- 
date me without the greatefl inconvenience ; it would be- 
' fides have been' fiifpicibus, if not impolitic, for mc 

to have been in the fame place, with him : and, in the laff 

* • 

place^ I ftiould even' have been-forry to abandon my fer- 
vants. I therefore returned Home, quieted their uneafinefe, 
^icady excited to- a confiderable degree, kifled my 

♦ In Franco It WHS lawCualfof any^ bur women -af the very loweft 
^ t]ai9^^ fiidLle their children. Tranf, 
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ifeild^, aiid toofe niy pen^ to write a^iiote, wfifehl i 
^Ifl-to difpatfch' early in the moraittg td my hirffaandi ■ .' 
" Scarcely had I fat^down, ^Hii^n I heard a-knocltat tW 
dbor« It w^s^about midnight* AaUmefous 'depuiantiofo^ 
of the commune appeared, iiid inq^red for Rolaad-— • 
• He is- not at' home.*— ^^ But/ faid tlie perfon who wore 
^ plBcer's gor-get, ' where can he te» !^ ^when will he rc^- 
mm ? You* are acquainted' with* his habits, iiid caa* j:|idge 
of the hour of his coming home/—** t known not,* repli- 
ed I, 'whether your orders ^uthoriTe you to alk.fuch queC* 
tions ; but this I fcrtow, that notlung can obKge me to^ 
anfwer them. As RolaHd Jeft the houfe while I was at 
the convention, Ke haditnbt in his power to make me 
his confidante* -This is all*.! hawe to fay/ . 

The whole trcwp withdre^F much difTatisfied ; but i 
perceived that a fentiy was left at jny door, and a guaird 
at that of the houfe,. > i therefore inferred, thaf*- 1 Had: 
nothing to db but to fummon ftrength to fupport the 
worft that migh!F happen*^* Being overcome- with fa- 
tigue, I ordered fuppcr, finifhed my letter, entnifted ll €o 
my faithful maid, aijid retij«d to bed* I flqpt.faundiy for 
about an hour, when a feryant ,came into, my chamber^ 
to* inform me, that fome gentlemen of the ieftioa re- 
queftedme to ftep into the adjoining apaftnjent* ^lun- 
derftand what it means,* replied J :. * gp, cbUd ^ I will 
Bot make them wait/ I fprimg put of bed, and was 
dreiling myfelf when my maid came in, and exprefi^ her 
furprife at my being at the pains to put on aifjr thing 
fnore than my bed-gown,—' Wh^n people are going 
abroad,* faid I, ' they fno.uld at lead be. decent,*— Thie poor 
woman looked in my face, and the tears gwfhed from her^ 
cyea. I went into the next room. 



4 '^ VTz coQie^ Citayennej to lake you into cuftody, zod t» 
yqitieak upoa your property*.'--*^ Where i&your authp-^ 
gl^P'*^Hei«/ /sud aqaan^ taking out of his pocket a 
^iiaiMlit from the revolutionary committee*, ordering me 
10 be committed ta the abbeys vdtfaout fpeciiyii^ any ino«- 
dve for my arreft.^ ^ I have a right to tell you, like Roland, 
that I know nothing of your committee, that I will not obey 
its orders, aad that you fliall not take roe hence, unlefs 
fay violence/-^^ Here is another order,' faid- a little hard- 
featm-ed man, in great hafte, and in a. commandimg tone 
#f voice, reading to- me one from the commune^ whickr 
^eded aUb, without alleging any charge, the commit-^ 
anent of both Roland and his wife* In the mean ^ time 
I deliberated^, whether I* (hould- carry my refiftance to < 
the utmoft, or quietly relign myfelf into their hands. T 
had a right tO' avail myfelf of the la w^ which grohihits- 
I0&urnal* arre(b -^ and if the law^ which authorifes the 
«.ttnkipaiily ta feize fufpefbed perfons were urged, I might; 
tgtoH the ilkigality of the municipality itfelf, cafhiered 
and created anew by an arbitrary powen. But then this 
power is in a i^anner fandioned by the citizens of Paris ; 
the law is no more thaa an empty name, employed for 
the purpofe ef trampling more fecurely on the moil ac- 
knowledged rights ; and violence prevails, to which^ if I 
hsd compelled thefe brutea to reftxt, they might have 
preferved no bounds in its application. Refiftance there* 
&re was vain, and could fcrve only to e^pofe me to in- 
dignities and infulta 

*How do you mean to psoceed, gentlemen?^ — *Wc 

* The autlior means the committee of infurrcdlion of the commune 
rf the 31ft of May. 

have 



fcave fem for ^jufticc of peace of the kE&cki^'iiii yoSfeii 

m 

liere a detachment of his armed force/ — ^The juftice of 

peace came, went into the parlotir, and fealed xip cVety 

thing, even to the windows' and the drawers contaSnfaig 

linem One ftrange felbw would hate had the forte ffam 

fealed up too, but he was told it was a muficat in* 

ftrument ; he then drew out a foot rule, and took i« 

dimenfions, ' as if he intended it for fome particular 

place. I afked leave to take out my daughter's clotheti- 

-and made up a fmall packet of night-clothes for tajfelH^ 

In the mean time fifty or a hundred peribns ^ivere |)aflii^ 

backwards and forwards continually, completely filled 

two rooms, crowded every place^ and might eafily hav« 

-concealed malevolent perfons dii|)ofed either to depofit 

or to carry any thing away. The atmofphere became ih»^ 

fefted with noifome exhalations, and t was obliged tdi 

retire to the window of the anti-chamber for 'a litrie frefc 

•air. The officer not daring to lay his commands upon this 

crowd, requefted them now and then in gentle terms ta 

withdraw, which only ferved to produce the exchanges 

of one fet of perfons for another. Sitting down at nty 

bureau, I wrote to a friend concerning my fituation, and td 

'recommend my daughter to his care. I was folding up 

the letter, when Mr. Nicaud, the bearer of the order from 

. the commune^ told me it was neceffary I fliould read what L 

had written to them, and let them know to whom it was ad- 

drefled.-— ' I have no objeflioa to read it, if that will fetisfy 

you.' — i' No, it would be better to let u5 know to whtHii. . 

you are writing. — ' I (hall do no fuch thing ^ the title of my 

friend is not of a nature, at prefent, to induce me, to 

name the perfon on whom I bellow it-/ and on my faying, 

this I tore the letter to pieces. While I turned mjfelf 

from 



'Jiom them, they gathered up the fragments^ in ^rfi V 
to feal them up : a ftupid precaution, which ten;ipted me 
to litugh ; for the letter was without an ^dcirefs. 

» 

At length, at fevea in t^ie morning, I left my daughter 
jKid my fervante, • after having exhorted them to \>6 pa- 
tient and calm, and feeling my^lf njore honoured by. their 
tear$, .t^ian dejefted by the qppreflion of which I was the 
ciriftim.— *•* You have people there, ^ho loye you :* faid 
one of the commifUoners.— * I .npver had any about me 
who did not.:- replied I, while walkipg down ftairs. 
From the bottom of the ftair-cafe to the coach, which 
was drawn up qn the oppofite fide of the ftreet, 1 found 
two ranks of armra citizens ; and proceeded 'gravel Jr 
with mealjured fteps, and with my eyes fixed upon theft 
pufiIIa?umous of deluded men. The armed force foi- 
lowed the coach in two files x while the -wretched po- 
jpulacp, deceived, and maffacred in the perf^ns of its 
true friends, flopped as \ paiflfed ^y, attraded by the 
fight, and feveral of the women exclaimed, ' Away with her 
io the guillotine? -^^ Shall' yre draw up the blinds ?* faid 
one of ,th€ cqmmilponers ,ver)'*ciyiny.-7-' No, gentlemen, 
innocence, however oppreffed, neVer puts -on the guife of 
criminality : I /ear not the eve of any one, not will 1 
conceal myfelf frorii ?iny perfon's view/ — :*You have 
;more ftreiigth of mind than many men : you wait pi- 
^tiently for juftice/ — ^^Juftice 1 Were juftice done, ? 
fiiould not be now in your hands": but fhould an ini- 
quitous procedure fenrf ihe to the fdaffold, I ihall walk 
to it with the fame firmnefs and trancJuilKty wiih which J 
ttow go tb'prifon. My heart bleeds for my country ; and 
1 regret my miftake in fuppofihg it qualified for liberty and 

happinefc : but life I appreciate at its due value ; I never 

feared 



%»ed aught but goHtl and iojuflfkr^ tfiil de^& I ddr|}^.*-ip^ 
The poor commiffioners underftdd^ litit 'Kttfe of this laa^ 
:^uage, and probably tboftght it vefy ariftoeralfc, 

Wb arrived at the Ahbey, the thjgatre of thoTe bloodf 
fcenes^ the revivaji of which the jacobins have for fome 
time |)reach€d u{) with fa much fervour. Five or 
fix field -beds, with as many men Hretched on theuii, in 
a dark and dreary room, were the fir ft objects that 
firuck my fight. After pafiing th^ wicket, every, thing 
feemed m motion ; and my gyid^s made me afcend % 
idiny and narrow ftair-cafe. At lei^th we came to thf 
keeper's «partmeat, and found him in a kind of littl^ 
|)arlotii:, kept tolerably clean, where he offered me a feat* 
* Where is my room?' faid I to his wife, a corj^uJent 
Woman, of an . agreeable countenance.—' IVIadarti,^ I did 
not exped you ; I have no room a$ yet : but in the meapi 
lime you will remain here.*-^The commifEoners went intp 
the adjoining roool, direfted an entry of their warrant tp 
be made, and gave their verbal orders. Thefe, I after* 
awards learnt, were very levere, and often renewed after- 
wards, but they durft not give them jn writing ; and the 
keeper knew his trade too well literally to obferve what he 
was under no obligation to perform. He is an aftive, 
obliging, and civil man ; and in fulfilling his official duties 
does every thing that humanitf or judice can demand.' 
— * What would you choofe for breakfafl ?*— * A little 
ca /llaire and water/ 

The commiffioners withdrew, obfervii^^j tp me, that 
if Roland were not guilty, there could have been no oc- 
cafion for him to abfcond. — ^ It is fo ftrange to fufpeft 
a man, who has rendered fiich important fervice« ta the 

PART u E. ?wfe 
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caufe of liberty ; there is fometbing fo abominable ^in'U^ 
lumniating, and perfecuting with fuch bitter rage, a miii^ 
iler whofe condudl is fo opea, and whofe accounts are fi 
clear, that he is fully juftificd in avoiding the laft outface; 
^f envy. Judas Ariftides, andfevereas Cato, it is to hii 
virtues he is indebted for his enemies. Their Jury knowi 
no bounds : but let them fatiate it on me : I defy its 
power, and devote myfelf to death. It is incumbent on 
him to fave himfelf for the fake of his country, to which 
he may yet be capable «f rendering important fervices/ An 
awkward bow, in which their confufion was evident, was 
the only anfwer the gentlemen thought fit to make me. 

As foon as they were gone, 1 fat down to breakfaft, and 
in the mean time a bed-chamber was haftily put in order, 
into which I was introduced. — ^ You may Temain here, 
madam, tTie whole day ; and if I cannot get an apartment 
ready for you this evening, as we are rather crowded, a 
Tjed fliall be made up in the parlour.'— After faying this, 
the keeper's wife made fome civil obfervations on the re- 
gret (he felt whenever a perfon of her own fcx arrived, 
* for,* added fhe, ' they have not atl your ferene counte- 
nance, madam.' — ^I thanked her with a fmile ; and flic 
locked me in. 

Well, then, 1 am ii^ prifon, faid I to myfelf, fitting 
dpwn and falling into the deepeft reverie. The mo- 
ments that followed, 1 would not exchange for thofe 
which others may efteem the happieft of my life, 
nor will they ever be erafed from my memory. In a 
critical fituation, and with a ftormy and pTecarious 
period in view, they made me fenfible of the value of 

honefty and iortiiude, in union with a good confu- 

ence. 
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•tec;, and* firm temper of mind. Hitherto impelled by 
eircumftances, my aftions, in this crifis, had been the 
refult of ftrong feelings, hurrying me away. How> grate- 
ful to find their effefts juftified by the fober operation of 
Tcafon t' I recalled the paft to my mind : I calculated 
future events : and tf whHe Kftening to a tender heart, 
K fometimes felt too powerful an aflfeftion, I did not dif- 
cover one that could fuffufe my cheek "with a blufh;. 
not one, but' what ferved to i keep alive my courage, 
nor one that ^my re^t^ was not able to fubdue. I do 
voted myfelf, . if I may fb fay, voluntarily to . my deftiny, 
whatever it might be:: I defied its rigour,- and fixed my- 
felf firmly in that ftate of mind,, in which we only feek 
employment for the prefent, without giving- ourfelves 
any concern about the future*. But this tranquillity with 
regard to what concerned me alone, I did not even eti* 
deavour to extend to the fate of my country, and of 
ray friends : I waited for the evening paper, and liftened 
to the noife • in the ftreet with inexpreifible anxiety. I 
did not' however negleft to make enquiry concerning my 
new fituation, and what portion of liberty was left me.— • 
* May I write ? May t fee any body ? What will be my ex* 
pences here ?- were my firfl quefttons. Lavacquerie, the 
keeper, acquainted me with the direftions given him, and 
the liberty he could venture to take with orders of that 
kind, r wrote to my faithful maid, to come and ice me; 
but it was agreed that fhe ' ihould keep this indulgence a 
fecret. 
The firft vifiti received at the Abbey was from Grand- 

pre on the day of my arrival. -* You fhould write 

to the affembly,* faid he ; ' have you not yet been think- 
ing of it ?*— — * No : and now ycru put me in mind, 

I do 



1 do not fee how I UtelliUeable to gtb tnf Ifcttcr restd t^ 
»<*-< I, wift da alll cau: tso? afllft you.*—* Very well : thea 
I will: write.'-*-*^ Do^, fo*, 1 wHl redurxi nt two hours/-^ 
H« Idk me, and I wrote ai.&IlQW^ :. 

^Madame. ^ohJO^pXOj tbci National Con ventioiu 

Abbey. Prifoo, Jline i^ 1793. 

. ««LEGtSllATORS! I have juft bcea torn from 
ny hpme^ Swm the^ arms of my daughter, a girl of 
twelve y.eara of age^ and am detaiaed in the Abbey^ 
ky virtni of orders whick. aflign no caufe for my con- 
^nement,. Thofe orders, were iffued by a revolutionary 
committee y aad commiflioners of the commune, who 
accomfianied thoic of the committee, flitewed me others 

fiwn the council-g^neraU which were equally defefikive.**' 
iThtts am I piteed: in the light of a. culprit before the 
tyes of the public^, i wa^ dcagged to prifon with great 
|>arade9 iji^ the mid& of an oftentatious guard, and of 
t milled populace, fome of whom were for fending me 
to the fcafibld i without my ccmdu^prs being able to a£- 
fign to me or tQ smy oth^r perfon the reafon why I was 
prefumed a criminals and treated accordingly. This is 
»ot all. The bearer of the orders of the oommune made no 
Bfeof them except ia regard to myfelf,, and to make me 
fign dimnes of what pafled ^ as foon as I quitted my 
apartment, I was delivered over to the commiifioncrs 
©f the revolutionary committee, who conduced me tc^ 
the Abbey j and on their ^acrant alone I was conftituted 
« prifoner. An attefted copy of that warrant, figned by 

, * The wor(fa bctweca doubly commas bad baen clianf ed. 

a finglej 
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H ftngt^ iikiividua) pofie|fing no office^ k hae fiAk 
|oined. Every thing in my houfe has been fealed up} 
and whil^ that was doing,, which was from three o'clock, 
in the morning till feven, a crowd of citizens filled mj 
apartment- If, among "the number, there were any ma- 
licious perfon, capable of privately flipping falfe evi- 
dence into a library open in every part, he could not 
want an opportunity. 

* As early as yefterday, the fame committee fought td 
put the late minifter under arreft, though the laws rea* 
d^r him accountable to you alone for the acts, of his 
^dminiftration, and though he has been inceffantly fou 
liciting an enquiry* 

* Roland had protefted againft the order, and the 
bearers of it had withdrav^m. He had afterwards left 
Jiis houfe, to fpare Errour a crime, while I was on my 
way to the convention, to give it information of thofe at* 
tempts ; but it was in vain that I procured the tranfinifEou 
of a letter to the ptefident : it was not read. 1 went 
thither to demand jujike and proteStion : I demand them 
again, and with ftronger claims, for I too am oppreffed. 
I demand of the convention^ to order an account 
of the caufe and * the manner of my being apprehended, 
to be laid before it ; and I demand its d«cifion. If it 
confirm my arreft, I' appeal to the law which ordains 
the declaration of the crime, and the examiii:rJon of 
the prifoner within twenty-four hours from the time of 
his caption. And in the laft place, I demand a report 
on the accounts of that irreproachable man, who exhi- 
bits an inftance of perfecution unheard of before, and 
V-'ho feems defliaed to give to all Europe the terrible 

leiibn 
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teflon- of vktue pcofc^flbed by. the blindnefs of infurial 

prejudice^ 

*If to have fharcd the ftnOmefs of his principles 
the energy of his mind, and the ardour of his love c 
liberty, , be a crime ; I plead guihy, and' await my pu 
nifliment. Pronounce fentence, legiflators:. France 
freedom, the fate of the republic, and of yourfelves 
depend on this day*s diftribution of that juftice, . which 
it is yours to difpenfe." 

The agitation^ in which I had paffed the preceding 
night, made me feel extreme fatigue. I defired to 
have a chamber that very evening ; and obtained one, 
of which I took poffeffion at ten o'clock.. When I en- 
tered it, and found myfelf furrounded by four dirty walls, , 
in the midft of which was a bed without curtains ;. when I: 
perceived a double-grated window ; and when I was af- 
lailed by that fmell^ which a perfon accuftomed to an 
apartment extremely clean^ always finds in thofe that are 
Dot fo, I was fenfible that I was indeed an inhabitant 
of a prifon, and that I had no pleafure to expeft from 
fuch a fituation. My room, however, was fufficienfly 
fpacious ; there was a fire-place j the bed cloths were 
tolerable ; a pillow was given me ; and eftimating things,. 
in themfclves, without entering into comparifons, I deem- 
ed myfiglf not altogether badly accommodated.. I went 
to bed fully refolved to remain in it as long as I fhould 
find myfelf comfortable there ; and was not up at ten 
in the morning, when Grandpre arrived. He did not 
appear lefs afFefted, but more uneafy, than the pre- 
ceding evening ; and caft a mournful look around the 

wretched 
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'Wcftched room, which already appeared tolerable to me^ for 
I had flept in it. 

* How did you pafs the night ?' faid he with tears 
f:aadiag ia his eyes. — ^ I wasrepeatedly waked by the 
noife ; but fell afleep again as foon as it was over, in 
fpite even of the alarm-bell, which I thought I heard 
this morning. — ^Ha I — ^is it not founding ftill ?* — * Why 
I thought fo : — ^but it is nothing.* — ' Be it * it pleafe* 
heaven : if they kill me, it fhall be in this bed j 
for I am fo weary, that here I will expeft my fate. Is any 
thing new brought forward agaxnft the members ?* — * No. 
I have brought back your letter. It is my opinion, as well 
as Champagneux's, that the beginning Ihould be foftened. 
Here is •• what we propofe to fubftitute ; and then you 
ihould write a line or two to the minifter of the home 
department, that he may tranfmit your letter officially, 
which would enable me the better, to folicit its being 
Tead.' — I took the paper ; looked at it ; and faid to 
him, ' if I thought my letter would be read as it' now 
Aands, fo it fliould remain, even were I fure of its be- 
ing attended with no advantage to myfelf ; for it is 
hardly poffible to hope for juftice from the convention. 
The truths addreffed to it are not for an affembly which 
is at prefent incapable of putting them in praftice ; but 
the J, fliould be uttered, that they may be heard by the 
departments.* 

I PERCEIVED, that my exordium might prevent the 

reading of the letter, and^ that confequently it would 

be a folly tp let it ftand ; I therefore omitted the firfl: 

three paragraphs, and fubfl:ituted what was propofed to 

ae in their ftead. As to the minifter's interference, I 

was fenfible it would render the proceeding more re- 
gular : 
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gular : ancj though Garat fcarcely defetved the honr^of 
of being written to, I knew how to do it without leffeninj 
wyfelf, and addreffed him in the following lines : 

*To the Minister of the Interior l>epartmcnt* 

^ THE part of adminiftration allotted t6 ygu^ citi»^ 
ZCTiy gives you a right to fuperintend the execution 
of the laws, and to denounce their violation by authorities 
that hold them in contempt, f am perfuaded, a 
fenfe of juftice will make you happy to tranfmit to the 
convention the complaints I have but too much occa* 
fion to make againft the oppreffion, of which I am the 
"viftim.* 

Rising about noon, I confidered how I fhould ar- 
range my new apartment. With a clean napkin I 
covered a little paltry table, which I placed near my 
window, intending that it fhould ferve me for a bureau, 
and refolved to eat my meals on a comer of the chim- 
ney-piece, that I might keep the table clean, and in 
order, for writing. Two large hat-pins,, ftuck into 
the boards, ferved me as a port manteau. In my pocket 
I had Thomfon's Seafons, a work which I was fond 
of on more than one account ; and I made a /tiiemo- 
randum of fuch other books as I fliould wifli to pro- 
cure. Firft, Plutarch's Lives of Illuftrious Perfons, 
which at eight years of age I ufed to carry to church 
inftead of the Exercifes of the holy week, and which 
I had not read regularly fince that early period : 
then Hume's Hiftory of England, and Sheridan's Die 

tionai^^ 
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^bitary/iii orcler to improve nty&If m ^Iltglifh lati* 
:guage. I would rather have c(Dntinued to read Mrs* 
Macaulay ; but th^ perfdn who had leirt me fome of 
the firft volumes, ws net at home ; and I fliould 
not have known where to enquire for the work> 
as I had already tried in vain^ to get it from the book- 
fellers. I could not avoid fmiling at my peaceful prepara- 
tions ^ for rfiere was a great tumult m the town : |hc druma 
were continuaHy beating to arnas, and I knew not what 
might be the event. At any rsrte, faid I to myfelf, they 
will hot prevent my living to my laft moment : more happy 
3n my confcious innocence, than they can be with the rage 
that animates them. If they come, I will advance to meet 
them, and go to death as a man would go to repofe. 

The keeper's wife came to invite me to her apart- 
menft, where flie had direfted my doth to be laid, that 
I might dine in better air. On repairing thither, I found 
*ny faithful maid, who threw herfelf into my arms, 
bathed in tears, and half fuffocated by her fobs. I 
could not avoid melting into tendernefs and forrow. 
J almoft upbraided myfelf with my previous tranquillity", 
,when I refleQ:ed on the anxiety of thofe who were at- 
tached to me ; and when I defcribed to myfelf the an- 
guifli firft of one friend, and then of another, my heart 
was rent by the keeneft fenfations of grief. Poor wo- 
ijiani how many tears hav§ I caufed her to flied ! and 
for what does not an attachment like her's atone ? In 
the common intercourfe of life Ihe fon^ietimes treats me 
roughly, but it is when flie thinks me too negligent of 
what may contribute to my* health or happinefs ; and 
when I am ia diftreft, the office of complaining is her's, 

PART I. F *»<* 
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and that of confoling mine. There was no getthtg yi3 ^ 
ft) inveterate a habit. I endeavoured to prove to her 
that, by giving way to her grief, fhe would be lefs ca- 
pable of rendering me fcrvice ; thit fhe was more ufe- 
fiil to me without, than within the walls of the prifon, 
iKhett (he begged me to jfermit her to remain ; and that, 
upon the whole, I was far from being fo unfortunate as flic 
hnagined>which indeed was true. Whenever I have bee« 
ill, I have experienced a particular kind of ferenity, un- 
queftionably^roceeding from my mode of contemplat- 
ing things, and from the law I have laid down for my- 
felf, of always fubmitting quietly to neceffity, inftead of 
revolting againft it. The nroment I take to my bed, 
every duty feems at an end, and no folicitude whatever 
has any hold upon me: I am only bound to be there, 
tod to remain there with tefignation, which I do with a 
very good grace. I give freedom to my imagination ; I 
call up agreeable impreflions, pieafing remembrances, and % 
id^eas of happinefs ; all exertions, all reafonings, and all 
^Iculations, I difcard ; giving myfelf up entirely to na- ^ 
fure, and, peaceful like her, I fuffer pain without rmpati- 5 
ence, and feek repofe or cheerfulnefs. I find that imprifon-i' 
ment produces on me nearly the fame efFe£t as difeafe; I am'. / 
<mly bound to be in prifon, and what great hardfhip is there-* 
iji it ? I am not fuch very bad company for myfelf* 

I ' SOON learnt that I mufl change my habitation.— 
Viaims were abundant, and the chamber into which 
I had been put would contain more than ope bed. — 
That I might be alone, I was, obliged in the evening 
to be fhut up in a littl^ clofet; and confequently 
to remove the whole of my eftablifhment. The 

window 
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witfow^ ot my new apartment is, I believe, over tfie 
•fentry, who guards the prifon-gate. All the night I 
fieard. Who goes there L — kiU him f-^uard /^^atrole /— 
called out in a thundering voice. The houfes were 
illuminated ; and from^ the number and- frequency of 
the patroles it was eafy to infer, thejp had been fome 
commotionsj and that more were to be feared, I rofd 
early, and empfeyed myfelf in my houfehol" affairs; 
Aat is to fay, in making my bed, in cleani^ my little 
place, and in rendering my perfon and every thing about 
me as neat as I coul^. Had I defired thefe things to be 
done for me, f knew that f fhould not have been re* 
lufed ( but I was^^ aware, T muft have paid for therai 
dearly, waited a long time, and had them done in a 
Tery flovenly manner at laft. By taking the office on 
myfelf I was fare to be a gainer : I was fure that I ftiould 
he better and fooner ferved, and that the trifling prefents 
I might make would be rated the higher, becaufe they 
would be altogether gratuitous. I waited, with impatience 
to hear the mafiy bolts of my door opened, that Iinigh# 
afk for a newfpaper. I read it : the decree of impeach- 
ment againft the twenty- two was pafled : the paper feU 
from my hands, and in tranfport of grief L exclaiined, 
*lVIy country is undone 1* 

Firm and tranquil, while I imagined myfelf alone, 
•or nearly alone, beneath the yoke of opprefEon, I formed 
wiflies for the future, and was not without hope that the^ • 
defenders of liberty would triumph. But guilt and errgf 
liave obtained the afcendancy j^ the national reprefentjrftioa 
is violated ; its integrity k deftroyed ; every one in it 
remarkable for probity, fpirit, and talents, is profcribed-j 

Ae commune of Paris overawes 'the legiflative body ; 

Paris 
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Paris h undone ^ the torch:o£ civil war h lighttd up ; the^ 
enemy is about to a^aill himfelf of our divifions; free*- 
dom is loft to the north ef France j and the whole re- 
public is become a prey to the moft dreadful diOeiiiions. 
Farewell my country ! fublime illuiions, generous facri- 
fices, hope, and happinefs, farewell ! At twelve years 
old I lamented, in the firft expanfions of my youthfui 
bofom, iSiat I was not bom a citizen of Sparta, or of 
Rome ; aigl in the French revolution I thought I faw 
the unhoped for application of the principles iinpreffed 
upon my mind. Liberty, fafd I, ha^ two fources ; good 
manners, which produce fage laws j and knowledge, 
which leads us to both, by making tis acquainted with 
our rights : my fodl will no longer be afflifted by the 
fpeftacle of mankind dehafed : the human race will 
improve ^ and the happinefs of all will become the foun- 
dation and the fecurity of that of each individual. Splen- 
did chimeras! dear delufions, from which I reaped fo 
much delight, you are all difpelled by the horrible cor- 
'ruption of this vaft city. I defpifed life : the lofs of you 
makes me deteft it, and defy the utmoft fury of the men 

« 

of blood. Anarchifts, favages, for what await you? You 
who have profcribed virtue, why do you not fpill the 
blood of thofe who obey her laws ? when fhed upon the 
earth, it will make her open her devouring jaws, and 
fwallow you up.. 

The, courfe of things ought to have made me forefee 
the event : but I <ould not eafily bring myfelf to believe, 
that the bulk of the qpnvention would not paufe at 
the magnitude of the danger ; nor could I help being 
«ftoni(hed at the decifive aft, which tolled its pafllnj bell. 

At 
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: At prefent a fiiUen fort of indgpation prjcvails over 
•every othei: fentimetit : as indifferent as ever to what 
concerns myfelf, ' my hopes for others are feeble ; aj)d 
I wak for events with .more dlriofity than defire : I ao 
ionger live to feel, but to know. It was not long ere I 
learnt that the revolutionary movement which was ordered 
on purpofe to extort the decree of impeachment, ha4 
excited fome unealinefs about the prifons. That w%j the 
csiufe of the.ftriflt and 'noify guard during the night : and 
that |he reafon why the citizens of the f^ftion of Unity 
wojdd not obey the beat of drum, which called them to 
the convention ; but remained at home, to watch over 
their property, and the prifon within their precinft. 
I difcovered the motive of Grandpre's alarm and du* 
quietude, and the next day he confeffed his apprehen- 
fions. He had repaired to the affembly, to obtain the 
reading of my letter ; and, during eight fucceffive hours, 
he, as well as feveral of the members, had repeatedly 
requefted it of the prelident in vain : it was therefore 
^evident, that I fliould not be able to get it read at all. 
Finding by the Monitor^ that my feftion (that of Beaure- 
paire) had expreffed its fentiments in my favour, e\&k 
after my imprifonment, it occurred to me to write to it ; 
and I did fo in the following terms : 

* Citizenfj 

^ THE public papers inform me, that you have 
placed Roland and his wife under the fafeguard of your 
feftion. This I knew not whto I was dragged from my 
family : on the contrary, the bearer of the orders of the 
commune reprefented the armed force, by which he was 

H ac<^ompaniedy 
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Kcompaaied, as that of the fe^on, granted hrm: on 
his requifition, and fo it was ftated in the minutes that 
were taken down. The moment that I was fhut up in the 
Abbey^ I wrote to the convention, and applied to the 
minifter of the interior department, to forward my com^ 
plaint. I underftand he complied with my requeft,, 
and that the letter was delivered ; but not read. I have 
the honour to tranfmit you an attefted copy, if the- 
fe&ion think it not beneath its dignity to plead the 
caufe of fufFering innocence, it will be eafy to fend a de- 
putation to the bar of the convention, there to make- 
known my juil complaints, and to add weight to my re* 
clamations. This point I fubmtt to its wifdom :■ I add 
oo intreatf^ for frvfh has but one language', and that is the 
txpofition erf fails. Citizens who love jt^ice are not 
fond of having fupplicatiom addreffed to them, and tnnfh 
eence is incapable of aiTuming the character of a fuppli^nt. 
* P. S. This is the fourth day of my detention, and F 
have not yet been examined. I muft obferve, that the 
order of arreft affigned no reafon for my confinement ;, 
but imported, iM%lJ fliould be interrogated on the ioU 
lowing day.' 

Several days elapfed without my hearing any thing 
and ftill I underwent no examination. I had however 
received 'a great many vifits from adminiftrators with 
foo^ilh faces and dirty ribbands, fome of whom faid they 
belonged to the police, others to I know not what ; violent 
lans-culottes, with filthy hair, and ftiift obfervers of the 
order of the day, who came to know whether the pri- 
foners were fatisfied with their treatment. I had ex- 

prefled 
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preffed myfelf to them all with the energy and digoity fuita^ 
ble to opprefled innocence -^ and had noticed among them 
two or three men pf good fenfe, who underftood me, with- 
oat daring to take my part. 1 5X^as at dinner^ when five 
or fix were announced to me all at once. One came 
a little forward : he, who affumed the office of fpeaker, 
appeared to me, before he opened his lips, one of, 
thofe empty-headed babblers, who judge of their merit 
by the volubility of their toogue. — ' Good, morrow,' 
Citoyenne.* — * Good morrow, fir.' — Are yoft fiitisfied 
with this houfe ? Have you any reafon to con^lafe of . 
your treatment, or any particular demand to make ?' — 
* I complain of being here ; and demand my enlarge- 
mentjU-« Is your health impaired ? or does folitude af- 
feft-your fpirits ?' — * I am in good health, and not at ail 
out of fpirits. Ennui is the difeafe of hearts, without feet^. 
ing, and of minds that have no refources in themfelves. 
But I have a ftroilg feeling of injuftice, and proteft againft 
the lawlefs oppreffion, which took me into ^uftody withr 
out caufe, and has fince detained me without exairtina- 
tion.' — 'Why, in a period of revolution, there is fomtifch^ 
to be done, that there is not time to attend to every ; 
thing/ — « A woman, to whom king Philip made nearly 
the fame reply, anfwered him : "if thou haft not time 
to do me juftice, thou haft iiot time to be king." 
Take care you do not oblige opprefled citizens to fay 
the fame thing to the peoplap or rather to the arbitrary 
authorities, by which the pj^ople is mifled.' — '"Adieu, 
citojenne /' — « Adieu ! — And away went the flippant gen- 
tleman, not knowing what arifwer to make to my 
reafons. Thefe people appeared to me to have entered 
purpofely to fee how I Ijpked in my cage j but they 

migut 
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might go. a great way, before they wontd fiad dolts like 

themfelves. 

I HAVE already mentioned my having inquired into 
the way of living in 'thefe places. Not that I fet any- 
great value on what are called the comforts of life. ' I 
make no fcruple of enjoying them when it can be done 
without inconvenience, but it is always in moderation ; and 
when it is neceflary, there is no one of them that 1 cannot 
forego. It is from a natural love of order that I defire to 
know the amount of my expences, and to regulate them 
according to the circumftances of my fituation. 

I WAS informed that Roland, when minifter, thought 
that five livres ^4S. 2d.] a head, the daily allowance of 
the prifoners, a great deal too much, and reduced it to 
two l^is. 8d.] : but the exceffive rife in the price of provi- 
fions, which within thefe few months has been tripled, ren- 
ders this allowance fcanty enough : for the nation allowing 
nothing but ftraw and the bare walls, twenty fous [lod.] 
are dedufted in the firft place, as an indemnification to 
the keeper for his expenfes, that is to fay, for the bed 
and trifling furniture of the room. Out of the twenty 
fous remaining, candles, fire, if neceflary, and meat and 
drink, are to be provided. The fum is infufficient for the 
purpofe ; but every prifoner is free, of courfe, to make 
what addition he pleafes to his expenfe. As I am not 
fond of fpending much on myfelf; and take a pleafure 
in trying my ftrength' at f^rivation, I felt a defire of 
making an experiment howVfar the human will is ca- 
pable of diminifhing our wants ; but. to go any great 
length,' it is neceflary to proceed by degrees. At the end 
«f four days, I began by retrenching my breakfaft, and 
> fubfl:ituting 
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ftbffitutlng bread and water for *coffee and 'chocolate : 
I defired to have for dinner ome plain difli of meat, 
wth a few greens ; and vegetables for my fupper without 
•a defert. To break myfelf of drinking wine, I took 

* 

firft to beer, and then I left off that alfo. As this re- 
'gimen, however, had a moral purpofe, and as I have as 
TOuch averfion as contempt for ufelefs economy, I began 
by giving a certain fum for the ufe of the miferable wretch- 
•es^ who were lying upon ftraw 5 that, while eating my 
dry bread in a morning, I might have the fa^isfadion to 
Tefled, that the poor devils would owe to me their being 
able to add forae thing to their 's at dinner. If I remain 
here fix months, I will engage to leave the place with a 
healthy complexion, and a body by no means emaciated, 
having reduced my wants fo far as to be fatisficd with foup 
?nd brea4> and deferved a few benedictions incngnito^ 
I made fome prefents alfo, but with quite a different, 
view, to the fervants belonging to the prifon. * When a 
perfon is, or appears to be, rigidly econ6mical in point 
of expenfe, he ought to be generous to others, if he would 
wifli to avoid blame, particularly when the people about 
him derive from that expenfe their only emolument. I 
require neither attentions to be paid me, nor purchafes to 
be made on my account ; I fend out for nothing.; I 
employ nobody : I fhould be confequently the worft of 
prifoners to the domeftics, who make their little profits 
on what they are commiffioned to provide or procure : 
it is fitting therefore, that I fhould pay for the ftate of 
independence in which I place myfelf: by fo doing I 
render it more perfecl, arid am moreover a gainer in 
good will. ^ 

. PART I, G ' "^ * I HAVE 
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I HAVE received feveral vifits from th« exceHent "Chants 
-paneux and the worthy Bofc. The former, father of a 
numerous family, was attached to liberty from principle, 
and had profeffed its found doftrines from the very 
commencement of the revolution, in a journal, intended 
for the information of his fellow citizens. A good 
juu;;^ent, gentlenefs of manners, and great induftry, are 
tl'.e moft prominent features of his chara£kr. Roland, 
when minifter, placed him at the head of the firft divifion 
of the home department ; and it was one of the beft 
appoiiitmcm« he made : though by the way he was 
not *!efs iiappy in other principal clerks, fuch as the 
a£Uve 'sind ingenuous 'Camusi the able Fepoul, and fe- 
Teral more. Never were offices better filled ; nor could 
any thing but their excellent organization enable Garat 
y:> fupport a burden fo far beyond his ftrength. It is to 
the honefty and capacity of fuch agents that he is indebted 
for the tranquillity he is allowed to enjoy. Of this he is 
fenfible ; and he faid with good reafon, that he would give 
up his fituation, if he were obliged to make any change 
in his official eftablifliment. Notvflthftanding this, he 
will be forced to quit his pofl, for no talents in affiftants 
can compenfate a minifter's want of firmnefs ^ irrefolutian 
is the worft of faults in thofe who govern, particularly in 
the midft of jarring fa^ions. Garat and Barrere, as 
private individuals, would not be deemed deficient in fenfe 
or honefly: but the one charged with the executive 
power, and the other empowered to legiflate, would ruin 
all the ftates in the world by their half-meafures : their 
rage for what they term conciliatory plans propels them 
in that oblique path, which leads diredly to mifcliief 

and 
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anJ conRifibn. There would be nothing* condthitory 
about a ftatefman but his manner ; I mean his mode of 
behaviour to thofe whoni he employs ; he pught 
to avail himfelf of the . very paflions and faults of 
thofe whofe conduft he direds, or with whom he 
^anfa^ls buiinefs : but rigid in his principles, firm, and 
rapid in aftion, no obftacle^ no: confiderationy fhouii 
make him waver in the former refped, or alter his 
courfe in the latter. 

CotJLD Roland unite with, his cxtenfivc views, his 
ilrcngth of mind, and his prodigious adivity, a little more 
artfulnefs of manner, he would eafiiy govern an empire : 
but his faults are prejudicial to himfelf alone, while hh 
good qualities are infinitely valuable invthe adminiftratioa 
of public affairs. 

Bosc, our old friend, a man of an ingenious difpofi*^ 
tion, and enlightened mind, came to me the firft day of 
my imprifonment, and loft no time in condocKng m)^ 

daughter to madame Greuze-la-Touche, who gave her a- 
kind welcome, and treated her like one of her own chiU 
dren, with whom it was fettled that (he fhould remain un- 
der her foftering care» To be fully fenfible of the value of 
thisftep, it is neceffary to be acquainted with the perfons* 

It is neceffary for a man to defcribe to himfelf the feeling 
and open-hearted Bofc, running to the houfe of his friends, 
taking poffefBon of their child, and intrufting her 
of his own accord to the moft refpeftable family, 
as a depofit which he felt himfelf honoured in confiding 
to their hands, and which he knew would be received 
with the pleafure experienced by delicate minda,. ^"iien 
an opportunity is offered them of doing; good.. It is 

neceffary 
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ftcceffary to have beemacquainted with tlie patrnirchal man^ 
ners^ the domeftic virtues of Creoz^ and his wife^ and 
with the gentlenefs and good&efs of difpofition for which 
they are remarkable, to judge of the welcome they gave 
xny girl, and to be fenfible of what it was worth. 

Who, then, is to be pitied in all this ? Roland alone ; 
Roland, perfecuted and profcribed ; Roland, to whom 
the examination of his accounts is denied ; Roland, com* 
peled to conceal himfelf like a criminal ; to avoid the 
blind fury of men mifled by his enemies ;. to tremble for ' 
the fafety even of thofc who give him flicker > to drink in 
filence the bitter cup of his wife's imprifonment, and of 
the fequeftration of all his property ; and to await, in 
aftate of incertitude, the reign of juftice, which can ne- 
ver indemnify him for all that perverfity will have made 
him fuflFer. 

My feftion, actuated by the beft principles, had come 
on the third of the month to a refolution, which breathed 
the fpiric of juftice, and^ which eftabliflied the right of 
citizens, to proteft againft arbitrary imprifonment, and 
even to refift it if attempted. My letter was read there,, 
and liftened to with concern. The debate, that took place 
in confequence, having been prolonged to the next day, 
the mountaineers laid their heads together : the alarm was 
given to their pzrty } and a^ whole hoft of furious depu- 
ties arrived from the other feftions, with a view to difturb 
the proceedings, and deliberations, and, if poflible, to 
pervert the fpirit of mine, or elfe in the hope of terrifying 
it by menaces, and of engaging a majority of the fedions 
to deprive it of its arms. 
In the mean time, being urged by Grandprc to ncgleft 

no 
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no means of ftiortenmg the term of my captivity, I wtott 
again to Gaiat, -and to Gobicr alio. The latter, whom I 
fcarcely ever law or knew, with at leail as much weaknefs 
as Garat, appeared to me inferior to Iiim in every other re- 
fpe£l. I could not eafily write to fuch men, without giving 
them leflbns ; and they were fevere. Grandprd thinking 
them mortifying, though juft, I foftened fome of the ex- 
preflions, and contented myfelf with the following words ; 

* Madame Roland to the Minister of Juftice. 

" Abbey Prifoo, June 8, 1793. 

* I AM fuffering oppreffion ; I am therefore entitled 
to remind you of my rights, and of your ' duties. 

* An arbitrary order, without fpecifying any charge, 
has plunged me into this dungeon prepared for criminals. 
I have inhabited it a week, and as yet I have not been exa- 
mined. 

' The decr*^ of the convention are known to you. 
They direft you to vifit the prifons, and to enlarge ihoie 
who are detained' without jufl caufe. Another has alfo 
lately been pafled, enjoining you to require tht: cunimiini- 
nication of all the warrants that are iiTued, to fee that they 
be grounded upon fome fpecific charge, and take care that 
all perfons in cuftody be examined. 

I tranfmit to you an attelted copy of that warrant by 
virtue of which I was taken from my home, and brought 
hither. 

' I demand the execution of the law, on my own ac- ' 
count, and even on your's. Innocent and firm, injuftice 
may reach, but cannot dtbafe uie, and I can fubmit 
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to It with pride, at a time when virtue is profcribedt^ 
As to you, placed as you are between the law and dif 
honour, your inclination cannot be doubted ; and you are 
to be pitied, if you have not courage to aft according tc» 
its didates.' 

To the Minister of the Home Department. 

June 8, I795» 

* I KNOW that you have tranfmitted my complaints to 
the legiflative body ; but my letter has not been read.. 
Have you fulfilled the whole of your duty by forwarding 
it at my requeft ? — I have been apprehended, without 
the fpecification of any reafon ; and I have been detained 
a week, without examination. It behoves you, as a man 
in office, when you have not been able to fave innocence 
from oppreffion, to endeavour at lead to bring about its 
delivery, 

* You are more inteiefted, perhaps, than myfelf, in the- 
talk I requeft you to undertake. I am not the only viftim 
of prejudice and envy ; and their prefent attacks upon 
every one remarkable for the union of a firm mind with 
virtue and talents, renders the perfecution honourable, of 
which I am the object, and for which I am indebted 
to my connexion with the venerable man, whofe caufe 
pofterity will revenge. But you, who are now at the 
helm, if incapable of holding it with a firm hand, will , 

* Here followed originally : « But it was incumbent on you, placed 
between the law and difhonour, either to fulfil the duties of your place, 
or refign it ; you mud otherwife incur that iofamy, with which pofterity 
will brand weaknefs like yours.' 
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:D0t efcape the reproach of abandoning the vejSel to the 
waves, . the difgrace of having occupied a poft which you 
could not maintain. 

* Factions pafs away, juftice alone remains unalterjible: 
and of all the faults of men in place weaknefs is the lead: 
pardonable, beoaufe it is the fource of the greateft dif- 
orders, particularly in tlHDublefome times. 

*I NEED not add any jthing to thefe rcfledUons, if 
they reach you in time for you and for myfelf, or urge 
their application to my own concerns ; fmce nothing 
can fupply the want of courage and of good- will.' 

Most certainly the minifters, who neglefted and de- 
fpifed the decrees, that enjoined them to profecute the 
authors of the ma^acre of September, and the confpira- 
tors of the i oth of March ; men, whofe weak and un- 
worthy conduct on thofe occafions emboldened guilt, 
favoured its enterprifes, and infured this new infur- 
redion, in which blindnefs and audacity, prefcribing laws 
to the national convention, call forth all the evils of civil 
war ; fuch men certainly will not be the impeachers of 
oppreflion. From them I expeft nothing ; and the 
truths I addrefs to them are rather intended to Ihow them 
what they ought, and what they have failed, to do, than 
to procure me that juftice, which they are incapable of 
Tendering, unlefs a little (hame fliould chatice to produce 
a miracle. 

Esop reprefents all the animals, who ufually trembled 

at the afpeft of the lion, coming, every one in his turn, 

to infult him when he fell fick : in like manner the mob 

of little minds, aftuated either by delufion or jealoxify, 

fall with fury upon thofe, whom oppreffioaf holds' captive 

/ or 
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'tor whofe means of defence it 'diminiflies, 'by lowerhjg 
them in the opinion of the ^;mrld. Of this the Thermo- 
meter -of the Day, for the 9th of June, No. 526, affords 
an exampk. -Therein appears; under the title of exami- 
nation pf L. P. d*Orleans, a feries of qiieftibns, amongft 
which the following charge is worthy of remark *. ' Of 
having been prefeiit at fecret caKffi, held by night in the 
apartment of Buzot*s wife, in the Fauxbourg €t. Germain, 
whither Duitiouriez, Rolj^nd and his wife, • Vergaiauk, 
Briflbt, .Genfonne, Gorfas, Louvet, Petion, Guadet, and 
others ufed to repair.* 

What atrocious wickednefs ! and what excefs of im- 
pudence! The deputies here named are precifely thofc, 
who voted for the banifhment of the Pourbons. Thofe 
high-fpirited defenders of freedom never confidered d* Or- 
leans as a leader poffefled of capacity ; but he always 
appeared to them a dangerous tool. They were the fiVft 
to dread his vices, his wealth, his connexions, his popu- 
larity, and his fadion ; to denounce the latter, and to 
hunt down thbfe, who appeared to be its agents.* Lou- 
vet marked them out in his Philippic; againft Robef- 
pierre ; a valuable piece, as is every thing from his pen. 
In that compofition, which hiftory will carefully pre- 
ferve, he follows them ftep by ftep to the eleftoral 
affembly, whence d*Orleans iffued a deputy. Buzot, 
whofe perfevering energy has procured him the hatred 
of the faftious, embraced the firft favourable opportunity, 
to demand the banifhment of the Bourbons ; a mea- 
fure, which he looked upon as indifpenfable, from 
the moment the convention refolved to pafs judg- 
ment on Lewis. Neither Roland, nor I, ever faw 
d^Orleans. I even refufed to receive Sillery, though 

he 
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lie vf^s mentioned to me as a good and amiable man, 
becaufe his connexion with d* Orleans rendered him 
fufpicious. I remember two curious letters on the 
fubjeft J one of which was written by jnadama Sillery to 
Lpuvet, after he had fupported Buzot's motion. * Here/ 
faid Louvet^,CQmmunicating the letter to me, ' is a proof 
that we are not midaken, and that the Orleans party i$ 
no chimerju Madame Sillery would not write in fuch 
tern|£, if it. were not a thing agreed upon between her 
and the parties* concerned. If they "be fo much afraid of 
banifliment, it muft be becaufe exile will defeat fome of 
their fchemes/ In fad, the objedl of the ftudied letter 
of madame Sillery was to prevail upon Louvet to change 
his opinion ; to perfuade him, that the republican 
principles, in which the children of d*Orleans had been 
educated, rendered them the mod zealous partizans of a 
commonwealth ; and that it was both cruel and impolitic 
to facrifice individuals, who might certainly be made ufeful, 
to prejudices alike unjufl and abfurd. 

The other letter was Louvet^s anfwer :• replete with wit 
and dignity, it fet forth the reafons on which he founded his 
opinion in terms equally forcible and polite. Among other 
things he faid, that the monarchical principles, the arifto- 
cratical and other prejudices, which appeared in the works 
of madame Sillery herfelf, were far from fatisfying him with 
refped to tbofe of her pupils- j and he perfifted with all the 
fpirit of a free man in an opinion which the love of his 
country infpired. 

As to the pretended cabals at Buzot's wife's, nothing in the 
world can be fo ridiculous. Buzot, whom I had friiquent 
•ccafions of feeing at the time of the conftituent affembly, 

FART I. r au4 
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and with whom I had remained in friendly iritercottrfe : 
Buzot, whofe fpirit, fenfibility, purity of principles, and 
gentlenefs of manners, infpired me with infinite eftcem and 
attachment, came frequently to the Hotel de rinterieur : \i\6 
wife I -have vifited only once fince they came to Paris on 
the meeting of the convention ; nor bad they ever the 

llighteft connexion with Dumouriez. 

* 

Indignant at thefe abfurdities, I took up my pen to write 
lo Dulaure, the editor of the Thirmometre dujour^ a worthy 
man, with whom I lived on friendly terms until the moment 
he was feduced by the mountaineers*. 

Madame Rox.a>7D to the Deputy Dulaure^ Author of 

the Thermometre dujour. 

Abbey Prifon, June 9, 1 793. 

* I F any thing could add to the aftonifliment of inno- 
cence, when it finds itfelf under the yoke of oppreffion, 
1 fhould tell you, citizen, that I have juft read with 
the greateft furprife, the abfurdities contained in your 
paper of this day, under the title of examination of PhiKp 
d' Orleans, which chance his thrown in my way. It 
would appear very ftrange, had not experience proved 
it to be only very impudent, that thofe perfons who firft 
feared, denounced, and watched the manoeuvres of the 
fadion of d'Orleans, fhould be reprefented as having 
formed it themfelves. 

* I have fince learnt, that the late exceffs of the mountain have 
cgpenedhis eye»^ and brought him to a proper feofe of its principles. 

'Tim* 
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•^TiMJft will unqueftionably clear up this myft'ery oT 
iniquity : but while waiting for its juftice, which may be 
tardy in the midft of fuch dreadful corruption, it appears 
to me incumbent on your^s-^ when publifhing the queftions 
of att interrogatory calculated to excite fufpicions, to 
publifliatthe fame time the anfwers, which muft have" 
been mdde, and which may ferve to.ihow. <the degree of 
credit they deferve* 

^This ad of juftice is t^e more ftriftly reqtiifite, as^ 
calumny and perfecution clofely purfue the perfons 
named in thofe queftions ; and as nibft of them are faft:v 
held in the toils of a decree, extorted by audacity anti 
prejudice from the hands of weaknefs and error. V 
myfeif have been confined a week, by virtue of a man- 
date which V Ipecifies no reafon for my arreft. I have 
nev£r been examined: I have not been able to obtain 
a hearing of my complaints from the convention ; and 
when they were told, that thofe complaints had been 
fupprefled, they paffed to the order of the day, under the 
pretence of its not being their concern-^ What ! then new 
authorities aft in the moft arbitrary manner, while the con- 
ftituted powers bow before them, and the acts of injuftice 
they commit are not to be reprefented to the conventivoii ! 
It is not then to the legiflative body that complaints fhoulJ 
be addrefled, when there remains none other to hear them 1 
It can intereft itfelf in favour of perfons confined by order - 
of the tribunal of Marfeilles ; while % who am confin: d here 
by a revolutionary committee, have no lonq^er any ri^ajht., ! 
—And the commune makes the newfpapers repeat, that 
the prifons of Paris contain nothirg^bu*- afTaflihs, th»eves, 
and counter-revolutionifts !^ — Citizen, I have known you : 

I believe you honeft : how will you gilcvc on fome 

future 
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ftitureday ?— 1 tranfmit to you fomc notes, which T begr 
you to perufe : and I requeft you to infert in your paper 
that letter, which I could not get read at the convention* 
You owe roe this piece of jufticc, as circumftanccs fuffi- 
ciently demonftrate ; and if your own feelings do not tell 
you fo, I fliould urge the matter in vain. 

* P. S. Neither Roland nor I ever faw Philip- d'Or- 

leans : and I can moreover fay, that I have always heard 
the deputies mentioned in the interrogatory, as quo ted by 

the Thermometer of this day, profefs for him a contempt 
iimilar to that with which he infpired me. If, in fliort, 
Vre ever talked of him at all, k was to ipeak of the fears 
vrhich the true friends of liberty might feel on his account, 
and of the confequent neceflity of banifliing him from 
the republic* 

As circumfiances have led me to mention Dumouf le?,. 
I will fay what I know of him, and what I think : but 
this carries me back to Roland's firft adminiftration, and 
leads me to relate here how a mah fo auftere in his man- 
Hers came to be nominated to a place, which kings feldom 
fill with fimilar charafters. I (hall take up the thread of 
xny narrative at a period fomewhat remote ; and (hall be 
indebted to my captivity for leifure to record iafts, and re- 
colleft circumftanccs, which otherwife, perhaps, would' 
never have employed my pen. 

Roland executed the office of infpeffcorof commerce 
and manufeftures in the generality* of Lyons, with that 

* Certain proTinces, fubjeft to the general laws of the empire, were 
tfMtd generalities, in contradiftindlipn to the Pays J Etat^ox Provinces an^ 
mexed to France with the refer ve of their particular p iviteges. Tranf, 

knowledge 
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imowle^ge and -thofe adminiftrativc views, that otight tip 
have diftinguifhed the body of infpeftors, if government 
had known how to keep up thefpiritof the inftitution^ 
of which Roland was alrnoft the only example. Superior 
to his place in «very refpeft, fond of employment, and 
not infenfible to the allurements of fame, he digefted in 
the fileace of the clofet the materials, with which his ex* 
perience and aftivity had furnifhed him ; and continued 
♦the Diflaonary of Mahufeftures for the new Encyclo- 
pedia. Some of Briffot's works were fent to him from 
the author, as a teftimony of the efteem with which 
he had been infpired by the principles of liberty and 
juftice, that appeared in Roland's writings. That tefti- 
mony was received with the ufual fenfibility of authors, 
and with the feelings natural to a man of worth, who 
finds himfelf praifed by a perfon of congenial mind. It 
gave birth to a correfpondence at firft very unfrequent ; 

r 

but afterwards fuppprted by that of one of our friends, 

who became acquainted with BriiTot at Paris, and fpokc 

of his habits of life in a very favourable manner j as pre- 

fenting a praSical proof of the philofophical and moral 

theory contained in his writings. This correfpondence 

was ftill further encouraged by the revolution of 1789; 

for events, fucceeding each other with rapidity, called 

forth the moft vigorous exertions of the minds and fouls 

of philofophers prepared for liberty ; and produced in* 

tercfling communications between thofe, whofe bofoms 

were enflamed with the love of their fellow-creatures, 

and the hope of feeing the univerfal reign of juflice and 

happinefs arrive. Briflbt having at this junfture begun 

a periodical paper, that will be often confulted on account 

^f the excellent xeafoning it contains, we fent him every 

thinr 
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thing j of which circumftances feemed to make the pul^ 
Kcity ufefut Ere long our acquaintance received its laft- 
degree of in^jrovement ; and we became intimate and 
confidential friends, without ever having feen one 
another's faces. 

Amid thofe ftruggles unavoidable in a period of re-- 
volution, when principles, prejudices, and paffioHS, raife 
iftfurmountable obftacles between perfons, who had Be- 
fore appeared well difpofed to agree, Roland was elected 
a member of the municipality of Lyons. His fituation 
in life, his family^ and his connexions, were fuch as might 
be fuppofed to attach him to the ariftocracy : while his 



turn of mind and reputation rendered him interefting tO; 
the popular party, to which he was naturally led to devote^ 
himfelf by his philofophy, and the aufterity of his mannersr 
No fooner had he taken a decided part, than he made* 

himfelf many enemies, fo much the more violent, as his, 
mflexible integrity laid open without referve the numerous 

abufes that had crept into the adminiftration of the ifinan- 

ces of the town. They exhibited an epitome of the 

dilapidations of thofe of the ftate, the debt oif the city 

of Lyons amounting to no lefs than forty millions of 

livres [;Ci 5666,667.] It was become indifpenfably^ 

neceffary to folicit affiftance, for the manufaftures had 

fufFered in the firft year of the revolution, and twenty 

thoufand workmen had been out of bread during the 

whole of the winter. It was therefore refolved to fend a 

deputy extraordinary to the conftituent affembly, to 

make known the circumftatices, and Roland was 

the perfon chofen. We arrived at Paris the 2cth 

of February, 1791. I had been five years abfent from 

the place of my nativity j I had watched the progrefs of 

the 
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ihe revolution, and the labours of the affembly j and had 
ftudled the charafters and talents of its leading mem- 
bers, .with an intereft not eafily to be conceived, and 
fcarcely to be appreciated, except by thofe who are ac- 
quainted with my ardent and aftive turn of mind. I 
haftened to attend their fittings ; and there I faw the 
powerful Mirabeau*, the aftonifhing Cazales, the dar- 
ing Maury, the artful Lameths, and the frigid Barnave : 
I remarked with vexation that kind of fuperiority on 
the fide of the blacks t, that dignified habits, purity of 
language, and polifhed manners, give in large ^ffemblies ; 
but the ftrength of reafon, the courage of intreglty, the 
lights of philofophy, the fruits of ftudy, and the fluency 
of the bar, could not fail to fecure the triumph of the 
patriots of the lefty if they were all honeft, and could 
but remain united. 

Brissot came to vifit Us. I know nothing fo plea- 
fant as a firft interview between perfons, who have 
grown intimate by means of ^n epiftolary correfpondence, 
without being perfonally acquainted. They gaze upon 
each other, curious to obferve whether the features of the 
face accord with the phyfiognomy of the mind, atnd whe- 

* The on'y man in the revolution, vhofe genius could guide the others, 
and fway the whole afTembly Great from his talents, little from his vices? 
but always fuperior to the multitude, and always mafter of himfe f, when 
he would take the pains to command his paflions He died foon. after : 
I thought feafooably for his fame, and for freedom ; though events hav« 
inftru(^ed me to regret him. The countcrpoife of a man of fuch weight 
was wanting, to .check thea(5lion of a pack of curs, and prefcrve us from 
the domination of ruffians. 

f The court party fo called. The uniform of the emigrants affem- 
Ued at Coblentz with the princes was black. Tranf, 
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dier the perfoti's outfide confirm the opinion of him that 
had been previoufly entertained. The finiple manners, 
natural negligence^ and franknefs of Brilfot, appeared to 
me in perfed harmony with the aufterity of bis prin- 
ciples ; but I found in him a fort of levity of mind and 
difpofition, which was not equally fuitable to the gravity 
of a philofopher. This always gave me pain, and of this 
his enemies never failed to take advantage. In proportion 
as I became more acquainted with him, I efteemed him 
the more. It is not in human nature to combine more 
complete difmtereftednefs with greater zeal for the public 
welfare, or to purfue the general good with more entire 
forgetfulnefs of private ijitereft : but his writings are better 
fitted to efFeftuateitthanhis perfon; for they carry with 
them all the authority, which reafonjufticcjand intelligence 
can give; while in perfon he can aflume none, for want of 
dignity. He is the beft of men. A good hufband, an 
affeftioBate father,a faithful friend, and a virtuous citizen ; 
his company is as agreeable, as his temper is eafy : con- 
fiding even to imprudence, and as gay, as fimple, and as 
ingenious, as a loy of fifteen, he was formed to live with 
the wife, and to be the dupe of the wicked. Learned 
in the fcience of law, and devoted from his youth to the 
ftudy of focial duties, and the great means of human 
happinefs, he judges well of man, but of men he has no 
fort of knowledge. He knows, that vice exifts ; but 
he cannot believe arly one vicious, who fpeaks to him 
with an open countenance : and when he has dif^overed 
a man to be fo, he treats him ais an idiot, who is to be 
pitied, without harbouring the leaft miftruft. Of hatred 
he IS incapable : one would fuppofe that his mind, with all 

its fenfibility, poffeffes not fufficient ftrength for a fen- 

timent 



< <Js ) 

litiient of iiuch energy. ExteAfive m his knowledge-, he 
writes with extreme facility, and tompt>fes a treatife, as 
another would copy a fohg I hence the difcriminating 
eye difcerns in hh works the hafty touch of a quitk, and 
often light mmd, though the ground- work itfelf is ex* 
^ cellent. His aftivity and good-nature, which make hitn 
ready to do any thing, which he conceives may be of ufe, 
have given him an appearance of interferriftg in every 
thing ; and have drawn upon him the charge of in* 
triguing, from thofe who are in want of a fubjeft of ac- 
cufation. What a curious intriguer Is a man, who nevet 
attends to himfelf, or thofe belonging to him ; who is 
^like incapable of, and averfe to, confulting his own in- 
tereft ; and who is no more afhamed of poverty^ than 
afraid of death, looking upon both of them as the ufual 
rewards of public virtue* I have feen him dedicating hia 
whole time to the revolution, for no other end than to 
forward the triumph of truth, and to promote the welfare 
of the public ; and a^duoufly employed in the com» 
poiition of his journal, which he might eafily have 
made/ a matter of Speculation, if he had not chofen 
to be content with the moderate recompence made 
him by* his partner. His wife, as humble as himfelf, with 
a great deal of good fenfe, and fome ftrength of mind, 
judged more properly of things. Ever fince their 
marriage, her views had been turned towards the 
United States of America, as the abode r^oft fuita- 
ble to their tafte ^md: manners, and a place where it 
was eafy to fettle with very Hinder means. BrilTot had 
made a voyage thither in confcquence j and they were 
on the point of embarking for that diftant (hore, whea 

the revolution xsune and chained him to his native land* 
PART I. I Bora 
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Bom at Chartres, and a fchool-fellow of Petion, who is isl 
native of the fame town, BrifTot became fUll more inti- 
mate with him in the conilituent aifembly, where his 
labours and information were often of ufe to his friend. 
He made ns acquainted with him, as well as with feveral 
other members, whom old habits of friendfhip, or the 
mere fimilitude of principles, and zeal for the public 
good, brought often together to compare their views* 
It was even agreed upon, that they fhould meet 
at my apartment four evenings in the week, becaufe I 
was a very domeflic, and could aftbrd them good ac- 
commodations, and becaufe my lodgings were fo fitu- 
ated, as to be at no great diilance from any of the per- 
fons who compofed the little club* 

This arrangement fuited me perfeftly : k made me 
acquainted with the progrefs of public affairs, in which 
I felt myfclf deeply interefted j and favoured my tafte for 
purfuing political fpeculations, and ftudying mankind. I 
knew what part became one of my^x, and never ftepped 
out of it. " The political debates paffed in my prefence, 
without my taking any part. Sitting at a table without 
the circle, I employed myfelf in working at my needle, 
or writing letters, while they were deliberating ; and yet if 
Idifpatched ten epiftles, which was fometimes the cafe, I did 
not lofe a lingle fylkble of what was faying, ^rid more 
than once bit my lips, to reftrain my impatience to fpeak. 
•What, ftruck me moft, and diflreffed me exceedingly, 
was that fort of light and frivolous chit-chat, in which- 
men of fenfe pafs three or four hours, without coming to 
any conclufion. Taking things in detail, you would 
have heard excellent principles maintained, good ideas 

fidxt&i 
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Iferrted; and fomc good plant propofed ; but upon bringw 
kig the whole together, there appeared to be no path 
Bfiarked out,, no fixed refult, nor any determinate point, 
towards which it was agreed upon that each perfon fhould 
direft his views. 

Sometimes for very vexation I could have boxed the 
cars of thefe philofophers, whom I daily learnt to efteem 
more and more for the honefty of their hearts, and the 
purity of their intentions: excellent reafonei sail, and all 
philofophers, and learned politicians in theory ; but being 
totally ignorant of the art of managing mankind, and con- 
fequently of fwaying an affembly,. their wit and learning 
were generally lavifliedto no end*- 

And yet I have known fome good decrees thus' plan- 
ned, which have afterwards pafled. But foon the coa- 
Btion of the minority of the nobility compleatly weaken- 
ed the leftftde^ and produced the evils attendant on a re- 
vifal of the * conftitution* There remained but a fmall 
number of inflexible men, who durft contend for prin- 
ciples ; and' towards the conclufioh, thefe were reduced 
to little more than Buzot, Petion, and Robefpierre. 

At that time Robefpierre had to me the femblance of 
an honeft man ; and for the fake of his principles I for- 
gave the defefts of his language, and his tirefome way of 
fpeaking. ' I had, however^ remarked^ that he was always 
refer ved in thefe comgiittees, hearing the opinions of all, 
and feldom giving his own, or when he did, not being at 
the pains to fet forth the reafons on which it was grounded. 
I have been told, that the next day he was the firft to 
mount the tribune, and to avail hirafelf of the argu- 
. meats which the evening before he had heard delivered 

by 
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by hit fneads. When h«wa« fomettma gently Tff p nyre ^ 
for this €ondu6» he would get off by ^ydtt ; and his 
artifice was forgotten^ Mt the effe£k of that derouring felf- 
lQve» by which he was fo cruelly tormented. This how- 
ever was in fome degree deftruftive of confidence ; for 
if any expedient were to be devifed»any mode of proceeds 
ing to be determined upon, and any caft of parts to be 
adopted in ccmiequence, there could never be any cer- 
tainty that Robespierre would not come, as it were in a 
freak, and thwart the bufinefs ; or elfe with a view of 
afcribing the honour to himfelf, bring forward the affair 
] inconfiderately^ and by fo doing ruin all. Perfuaded at 
that time that Robei^tterre was paflionately fond of 
liberty, I was inclined to atribute his fsiults to an excefs 
of fiery zeah That kind of referve, which feems to in^ 
dicate either the fear of being feen. through, becaufe we 
can get nothing by being known, or the diftruil of a 
man who can find na reafon in his owa bofom, for 
giving others credit for virtue; that kind of iteferve, 
for which Robefpierre is remarkable, gave me pam^ 
but I miflook it for modefly. Thus it is that, with a fa- 
vourable prepoflefTion, we transform the mofl untoward 
indications into fymptoms of the moft amiable quaKties. 
Kever did the fmile of confidence reft on the lips of 
Robefpierre, while they were almoft always contra&ed by 
the malignant grin of envy, fhrivigg to affume the fea- 
tures of difdain. His talents, as an orator, were below 
mediocrity ; his vulgar voice, ill chofen exprefTiQBS, and 
faulty pronunciation, rendering his difcourfe extremely 
tircfome, but he maintained principles with warmth 
and perfcverence ; and there was fome courage in con- 

tinuing to do fo, at a time when the defenders of the 

caufc 



% 



( «9 ) 

caufe of the people were greatly ditnmiihed in number. 
The court deteiled and calunxmated them : ^ to fupport and 
^icourage them, was therefore the duty of a patriot. I 
efteemed Robef[u^re on this account j I told him as much; 
and eren when he was not very affiduous at the little 
club, he occafionally came to take his dinner at our houfe* 
I had been much ftruck with the terror that feemed to 
have taken poffeifibn of his mind on the day of the king's 
flight to Varennes. That afternoon I found him at Pcti- 
on*S5 where he faid with great alarm, that the royal family 
would never have taken fuch a ftep, without having a 
coalition in Paris, to direft a maflacre of the patriots; 
and that he did not expect to live four and twenty hours* 
Petion and Briflbt on the contrary faid, that the flight 
would be the king's ruin, and that it ought be turned to 
good account : they obferved^ that the people were per- 
fetlly well difpofed, and would be more clearly convinced 
of the treachery of the court by this ftep^ than they would 
have been by the ablefl: publications : that this fmgle fad 
rendered it evident to all, that the king was adverfe to the 
coiiftitution, which he had fworn to maintain; that this was 
the moment to fecure a more homogenous form of govern- 
ment; and that it would be proper to prepare men's 
minds for a republic. Robcfpierre, with his ufual fneer, 
and biting his nails, afked what was a republic ? The 
plan of a paper entitled the Republican, of which two 
numbers only were publiftied, was then devifed. Du- 
mont of Geneva, a man of confiderable abilities, was the 
editor; du Chatelet, an officer in the army, lent his 
name; and Condorcet, Briflbt, and others, were pre- 
paring to give their afliftance. The feizure of the king's 

perfon 
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perfon gave Robefjrierre great pleafure ; he faw in it th» 
prevention of much mifchief, and laid aiide the fears he 
entertained on his own account ; but the reft of the party- 
were forry for the event : they were of opinion that k 
was bringing back a peft into the government ; that in- 
triguing would revive ; and that the effervefcence of the 
public mind, allayed by the pleafure of feeing the culprit 
detained, would no longer ferve to fecond the efforts of 
the friends of freedom. They judged aright ; and with 
the lefs rifk of being miftaken, as the reconciliation of 
Lafayette with the Lameths proved the exiftence of tl 
new coalition, which could not ha^e the public good 
for its foundation. It was impoffible to counterbalance 
it, unlefs by the force of opinbn difpkyed in a powerful . 
manner ; for which the patriots never had more than* 
their pens, and their voices ; but when . anji. popular- 
commotion came to their aid, they welcomed it with 
pleafure, without inquiring how it was produced, or 
giving themfelves much troubfe about it.. There was 
behind the curtain a party, whom the ariftocrats accufed 
with fo much vehemence, that it was impoffible for the 
patriots not to be tempted to forgive him, fo long as they 
perceived nothing, but what might be made to contribute 
to the public advantage : befides, they could not perfuadr 
themfelves that the perfon in queftipn was any way formi- 
dable. 

It i^ not eafy to command our paffions in the time of 
a revolution : there is indeed no inftance, of one accom* 
plifhed without their affiftance. Great obftacles are to 
be overcome ; and this, cannbt be effefted without an 
aidour, and a devotion to the caufe, bordering upon en- 
thufialhx, or tending to produce it. Hence it is that 




( 7» ) 

grafp with avidity at every thing that feems to ferve our 
purpofe, and lofe the faculty of perceiving what may 
prove injurious. Hence that confidence,, that eagernefs^ 
to avail ourfelves of a fudden movement, without tracing 
it to it's origin, in order to know how'to direft it aright : 
and hence the indelicacy, if I may ufe the expreffion, of 
fuffering the Co-operation of agents whom we do not 
efteem, but whofe proceedings we tolerate, becaufe they 
appear to tend the fame way as our own. lyOrleans 
ftanding fingly was furely not to be feared ; but his name, 
his connexions, his wealth, and his advifers, gave him 
great influence ; and he unqueftipnably afted a fecret 
part in all popular commotions. Men of pure intentions 
fufpeded him: but air this they confidered as a fermen- 
tation neceflary to fet the inert mals a working : they 
•contented^ themfelves with taking no Ihare in them, and 
flattered themfelves, that they fliould make every thing 
turn to the advantage of the public : they were, befides, 
more inclined to^fcribe to d' Orleans the defire of reveng- 
ing himfelf on a court, by which h^ had been defplfed, 
and which he was inclined to humble, than any defign of 
his own elevation. 

The jacobins propofed a petition to the aflfembly, re- 
quefting it to pafs judgment on th6 traitor who had fled, 
or to take the fenfe of the nation concerning the treat- 
ment he might deferve ; and in the mean time to declare, 
that he had lofl: the confidence of the people of Paris. 
l.aclos, that Laclos fo rehiarkable for the powers of his 
mind, whom nature formed for the management of great 
affairs, but whofe vices had made him dedicate all his 
faculties to intrigue ; Laclos, devoted to d'Orleans, and 

(great weight in his council, made this propofal to the 

jacobins. 
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jacobins, who entertained it favourably, and amo»^ 
whom it was abetted by fome hundreds of motion-ma- 
kers* and ftrollers, who came thronging from the 
Palais-Royal into the place of their meeting at ten 
o'clock at night* I faw them arrive. The fociety de- 
liberated in the prefence of that mob, who were alfo al^ 
lowed to give their votes ; fettled the fundamentnl points 
of the petition ; and appointed a committee to draw it 
up, of which Laclos and Briflbt were members. They 
were bulled about it till a late hour of the night : for it 
had been r^folved, that a deputation of the fociety (hould 
f on the following day carry it to the Champ-de-Mars^ 

there to be ihown to all, who might wifh to examine or 

.1 

to lign it. Laclos pretended that he had a head-ach pro* 
cceding from want of fleep, which would not fuffer him 
to hold the pen : he therefore requefted Briffot lb take it ; 
and, while converfing with Him about the compofition, 
propofed, for the laft article, fome claufc, I know not 
what, which called for the reftoration of royalty, and 
opened a toad for d' Orleans to the throne. Briflbt re- 
jefted it with warmth and aftonifhment ; and the other, 
like an able politician, gave it up, under the pretence of 
his not having fufficiently confidered its confequences : 
well aware, that helhould ftill find means to get it foifl:- 
cd in ; which in fa& he did, fmce it made part of a 
printed paper that was difperfed as the plan agreed 
upon by the jacobins. But when the fodiety which 
. .affembled the next morning to examine .the draught of 

* In the early part of the revolution, the garden of the Tuileries, and 

the interior of the Palais Royal, were filled with groups of twenty or 

< diB-ty people, in the midft of ^achof whicjb ar demagogue called a motwri' 

mun Vas holding forth, Tranf, 
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the petition^ and fend it away, was informed, that the 
national affembly had decided on the fate of the king, it 
difpatched its commiffioners to the Champ-de-Mars, to 
inform the people, that the decree refpefting the king 
having paffed, there was no longer any' oceafion for the 
intended petition. My cnriolity had carried me to the 
Champ-de-la-federation^ J where there were riot more than 
two or three hundred perfons fcattered about the environs 
of the national altar, upoii which deputies of the cordeliers, 
and of the fraternal focieties, bearing pikes with pompous 
infcripdons, flood haranguing fmall groups, and exciting 
their indignation againft Lewis XVI. It was faid, that as 
the jacobins had fuppreffed their petition, it was proper that 
fuch citizens as were zealous in the people's caufe fhould 
draw up another, and affemble for that purpofe on the en- 
fuing daijji Then it was that the partifans of the court, feel- 
ing the necefSty of employing terror, concerted the means 
of ftriking a decifive blow. They prepared their mea- 
fures accordingly ; and the unexpefted proclamation of 
martial law, and its prompt execution, produced what has 
been juftly called the majfacre (fthe Chanrp-de-Marsn The 
terrified people durft not ftir, while part of the national 
guard, feduced or deceived, feconded Lafayette, either out 
of obfequioufnefs to the court, or blind confidence in his 
pretended patriotifm, and ferved as a rampart againft their 
fellow-citizens ; the ftandard of death was difplayed from 
the town-hall ; and the revifion of the conftitution was 
cfFefted under its influeiice. The formation of the 
club of Femllans had been planned much about the fame 

* The new name of the Champ de Mars. Tranf* 
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time, to weaken the jacobias ; and moil afluredly the ^urhole 
proceedings of the coalition at that period, proved how- 
much the court and its paxtifans were fuperic^r to theix 
adverfaries in weaving a tiiTue of intrigues* 

I N£V£R knew affright comparable to th^t of Robef^ 
pierre under thefe circumftances. There was indeed a ru- 
mour of putting him on his trial, which was probably meant 
only to intimidate him ; and it was laid, that there 
was a plot at the Feuillans both againft him, and the 
committee, who drew up the petition at the jacobin$. Ro- 
land and I were really uneafy on his account, and drove 
tp his houfe, at the farther end of the Maraisy at eleyen at 
night to offer him an afylum : but he had already quitted 
his habitation. Thence we proceeded to Buzot's to 
tell him, that perhaps it would not be amifs, if without 
leavipg the fociety of the jacobins, he were to enter into 
that of the Feuillans, in order to fee what was going 
forward, and to be ready to defend thofe whom they 
might wifli to perfecute.^ ' There is nothing I would 
nHot do, faid Buzot, after fome heiitation, and fpeaking 
of Robefpierre, to fave that unhappy young man ; though 
I am far from entertaining the fame opinion of him that 
many others do : he thinks too much of himfelf, to 
be greatly in love with liberty ; but he ferves its caufe, 
and that is enough for me. The public muft never- 
thelefs take place of him ; and I fliould be inconfiftent 
ki my principles, and ^ exhibit them in a falfe point 
<rf view, if I went to the Feiiillans. I have too much 
repugnance to aO: a part that would oblige me to put on 
two different faces. Gregoire is gone thither : he will let 
us know what is going on j but after all, nothing can be 

done to affed Itoberpier(e> without the interveutipn of 

the 
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the aflfembly, and there I feall at all times be ready to 
undertake bk defence. As to the Jacobins, where I 
have been Kttle of hte, becaufe my regard for our fpecie« 
makes me grieve to he it mor6 than ufually hideous ia 
that noify aflfembly, I fllall be conftant in my attendance^ 
as long as the perfecution is kept up againft a fociety, 
which I believe to be ufeful to the caufe of freedom/ 
Thefe words of Buzot were exadly defcriptive of the 
man: he afts, as he fpeaks, with truth and reflitude, 
the ftrifteft probity, adorned with the pleafmg forms of 
fenfibility , being the Icadiiig feature of his character. He 
had diftinguifhed himfelf in our Httle committee, by the 
foUndnefe of his underftanding, and by that decided mam- 
Her which befpeaks a man of integrity. As he Kved at 
no great diftarice from our houfe } and his wife, though 
(he did not appear to poiTefs a mind congenial to his^ 
was an afiabte woman ; we vifited each oth^r frequently. 
When the luccef^ of Roland's raiffion with refped to' the 
debt of the commune of Lyons allowed us to return to 
Beaujolois, we kept up a correfpondence with Buzot aad 
Robefpie^re. That with the former was the more re- 
gular : there was a greater familiarity between us, a wider 
foundation for friend(hip, and a rich (lock of materials 
to keep it from flagging. Our fnibtldfliip became inti- 
mate and unalterabb. Elfewhere I M^M. lay how this 
connexion grewclofer ftill. 

Roland's miffion having detained him^ feven months ^ 
Paris, we quitted that city in the middle of Sept. after his 
obtaining every thing for Lyons that it could deiire; and 
fpent the autumn in the country, employed in the vintage. 

One of the laft a€ls of the conftituent aflembly was the 

fuppreflion of infpedofs. We confidered, whether we 

fliould 
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jQiotild determine to remain in the country, or liehether ii 
would be better to go and pifs the winter in Paris, 
where Roland might prefer his claim to a penfion, as a 
reward for forty years fervice ; and at the fame time con- 
tinue his labours for the Encyclopedia, which he would be 
fure to find more eafy in the focus of fcience, amidft artifts 
and men of letters, than in the depth of a defert. 

We came back to Paris in the month of December. As 
the members of the conftituent afTembly had returned to 
their feveral homes ; and Petion, who had been chofen 
mayor, was wholly occupied with the cares of that office, 
we no longer had any rallying point, and iaw BriflTot 
himfelf much lefs frequently than before. The whole 
of our attention was concentrated at home. Roland's 
adive mind infpired him with the idea of eftabUihing a 
journal of ufeful arts ; and by the charms of ftudy we en- 
deavoured to divert our attention from public affairs, 
which feemed to be in a lamentable ftate. Several de- 
puties of the legiflative affembly ufed however to meet 
fometimes at the apartments which one of them oc- 
cupied in the Place Vendome -; and Roland, whofe patriot- 
ifm and knowledge were held in high efteem, was in- 
vited to make one of the party : but he diflikcd the 
diftance, and feldom .went. One of our friends, who 
was frequently there, informed us, about the middle of 
March, that the court, full of alarm and perplexity, was 
defirous of doing fomething to regain its popularity ; , 
that it would have no great objeftion to appoint jacobin 
mihifters ; and that the patriots were bufied in endea- 
vouring to make the choice fall upon men' of fleadinefs 
and ability ; which was of the more importance, as it 

might only be a (hare on the part of the court, which 

would 
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jvid not bcforryto have wrong-headed pcrfons forcdi 
upon it, who might become juft objedts of complaint or 
ilerifion.. He added, that feveral perfons had turned their 
thoughts towards Roland, whofe rank in the republic of 
letters, adminiftrative knowledge, and reputation for juf- 
^ce and vigour of mind, afforded a profpedl of ftability. 
Roland at that time went frequently to the jacobin fociety, 
,^nd was one of the perfons employed in its committee of 
correfpondence. The idea however feemed to me to be 
yifionary, and made but little impreffion on my mind. 

Th£^ 21 ft of the fame months Briffot called upon me in 
the evening, and repeated the fame thing in a more pofitivc 
manner ; alking at the fame time jwhether Roland would 
confent to take fuch a burden on him. I faid in anfwer, 
that, having mentioned the matter to him in the courfe of 
converfation, when the idea was firft ftarted, it had ap- 
peared to me that after taking all the difficulties and danger 
into the account, his zeal and adivity would not objeft to . 
fuch a field for exertion ; but that it was a bufinefs which 
required further confideration. Roland did not (brink 

from the talk : the idea he entertained of his own abilities 
infpired him with a hope of being ferviceable to the 
caufe of freedom and to his country : and fuch was 
the anfwer that was given to ^Briffot on the following 
day. 

On Friday, the 23d, at eleven in the evening, I faw 
him walk into our department with Dumouriez ; who 
came on the breakuig up of the council, to inform 
Roland of his being appointed minifter for the home« 
department, and to falute him as his colleague. They 
ftayed a few minutes ; and an hour of the following 

day 
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day was fixed for Roland to take die oaths* ^ There 
goes a man/ faid I when they went away, fpeaking of 
I>umouriez, whom I had never feen before ; * there goes 
a man of a fubtle mmd, and a deceitful look ; againft 
whom perhaps it will behove you to be more upon your 
guard than againft any man whatever : he expreiTed 
great pleafure at the patriotic choice he was employed 
to announce, and yet I fhall not be furprifed if on fome 
future day he bring about your difmiflion,*— Dumouriez, 
indeed, at the firft glance, appeared to me fo widely 
diffeient from Roland, that I could not fuppofe it pofii- 
blc for them to ad long in concert. On one fide I 
beheld integrity and franknefs perfonified, with rigid 
juftice devoid of all courtly arts, and of all the dexterous 
manoeuvres of a man of the world : on the other 1 fen- 
cied I could recognize a libertine of great parts, a deter- 
mined adventurer, inclined to make a jeft of every thing, 
except his own incereft and fame. It was not difficult 
to infer, that fuch elements would aft repulfively upon 
each othen 

Roland's incredible induftry, his readinefsin bufmefs, 
and his methodical turn, foon enabled him, when rai- 
nifter, to make an arrangement in his head of all the- 
various branches of his department. But the principles 
and habits of the chief clerks rendered his employment 
extremely laborious. He was obliged to be on his guard, 
and to contend moft ftrenuoufly to prevent any thing con- 
tradiftory from taking plaqe in his official proceedii^gs ; 
he was engaged in (hort in one continued ftruggle with his 
agents. He ftrongly felt the neceffiry of changing them ; 
but he was too prudent to do fo, before he had become fa.- 

miliar with affairs, and fecured proper perfons tofupply their 

places. 

I. 
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pfaees. As to the council, its fittings rather reTembled 
the chit-trhsit of a private party, than the deliberations of 
ftatefmen. Each minifter brought with him ordinances 
and proclamations to be figned ; and the minifter of 
juftice prefented decrees to be fan<aioned. The kii>g 
read the gazette : queftioned each of them about his 
private afiairs, thus teftifying with no fmall (hare of 
addrefs that fort of kind concern, of which the great 
knew how to make a merit j talked like a phin man 
about affairs in general ; and ^t every turn profefled, 
with an dr of franknefs, his defire to put the conftitu- 
tion in force. For the fir ft three weeks, Roland and 
Claviere app^red aloioft enchanted with the king's ex* 
cellent difpofition of mind, giving him credit on his bare 
word, and rejoicing, like honeft men, at the turn that 
things were about to take. ' Good God !* faid I, 
* when I fee you fet out for the council with all that 
delightful confidence, it always feems to me that you 
are on the point of committing fdme egregious aft of 
folly.* — I never could bring myfelf to believe in the 
conftitutional vocation of a king born and brought up 
in defpotifm, and accuftomed ro exercife arbitrary fway. 
Lewis XVI muft have been a man above the common 
race of . mortals, had he been fincerely the friend of a 
conftitution that reftrained his power ; and if fuch a 
man, he would never have fuffered thofe events to 
occur which brought about the revolution. 

The firft time Roland appeared at court, the plainnefs 

of his apparel, his round hat,^ and his fhoes tied with 
ribbands, were matters of aftoniflimenc and offence to '<i!l 
the court valet^ ; to thofe beings, who, deriving their 
fole confequence from etiquette, believed that the fafety 

of 
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of the ftate depended on its prefervation. The mkftei- 
of the ceremonies, ftepping up to Dumouriez with alarm 
in his countenance, and a contracted brow, pointed out 
Roland by a glance of the eye : Oh dear ! Sir, faid he 

in a whifper, he has no buckles in his fhoes ! Oh 

Lord ! Sir, anfwered Dumouriez, with gravity truly 
laughable, we are all ruined and undone. 

A COUNCIL being held four times a week, the fniniftera 
agreed to dine on thofe days at one another's houfes by 
turns ; and every Friday I received them as my guefts. 
Degrave was then minifter of war. He was a little man, 
in every fenfe of the word : nature' had made him gentle, 
and timid ; his prejudices prompted him to be haughty, 
yihSXt his heart infpired him with the defire of being amia- 
ble; and in his perplexity to reconcile thefe jarring af- 
fcftions, he became nothing at all. I think I fee him 
How, walking on his heels like a courtier, with his head 
erefl: on his flender body ; turning up his blue eyes, 

which he could not keep open after dinner without 

1 
the help of two or three cups of coffee : fpeaking little, 

as if out of referve, but in reality for want of ideas ; 
and at length fo bewildered in the labyrinth of his ofBcia^ 
bufinefs, as to afk leave to retire. Lacojie^ a true jack in 
office of the old order of. things, of which he had the 
infignificant and awkward look, cold manner, and dog- 
matic tone, wanted none of thofe advantages which a 
man hackneyed in the routine of public bufinefs feldom 
fails to acquire ; but his apparent ref(^rve and difcretion 
concealed .a violence of temper, which he carried when 
contradiSed to the moft ridiculous excefs. He was be- 
fides, deficient both in the extenfive views, and aftivity, 
neceffary for a minifter. Duranthon^ who had been fent 

for 
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for- frpm Bourdeaux to be made minifter of jufti?e, vm 
an honeft man, according to common report ; but he 
was very indolem ; his manner indicated vanity ; and his 
tinid difpofirioti, and panipous prattle, made him atlwayi 
a^ear to me no better than an old woman. ClaviSre^ 
whoie coming i»to office was^ preceded by a reputarfcm of 
great fkiH ift finafnce, was, I make no doubt, well iiii. 
formed upon that fubjeft, of which I am no jwdge. Ac- 
tive, induflrious, of an irritable difpofitioto,- obftinat^, as 
moft men are who live much in the retirement of the 
clofet, and cavilling and uncomplying in debate, he could 
not do otherwife than clafti with Roland, who was dry 
and peramptoiy in difpute, and not Icfs ftiff in opinion 
than himfelf, Thjefe two men were made to efteem, 
without lovij>g each other ; and they have not belied 
their deftiny. Dumouriez had more of what is called 
parts than all of them put together, and lefs morality 
thap any one of the number. Diligent, brave, an able 
general, an artful courtier, writing well, fpeaking fluent- 
ly, and capable of great undertakings, he wanted nothing 
but (Irength of mind proportioned to his genius, and a 
cooler head to execute the plans he had conceived. 
Agreeabk in his commerce with his friends, and ready to 
deceive them all ; attentive to women, but by no means 
calculated to fucceed with thofe, whom a tender, paffion 
might feduce ; he wa8 made for the minifteria) intrigue* 
of a corrupt and faithlefs court. His brilliant qualities, 
aad love of fame, gave room to hope, that he might be 
erapfoyed with advantage in the army of the republic ; 
and perhaps he ^ould have proceeded in the right path, 

if the convention had been prudent ; for he is too wife 
PART I. . L not 
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not to 2l& like an honeft man, when his doing fo is con^ 
ducive to his intereft and reputation* 

Degrave was fucceeded by Servan^ an honeft man, 
in the fuUcft figniiication of the term, of an ardent tem- 
per and excellent moral character, with all the aufterity of 
a philofopher, and all the benevolence of a feeling heart ; 
an enlightened patriot, a brave foldier, and an a£kive 
minifter, he ftood in need of nothing, but a more fober 
imagination, and a more flexible mind. 

The troubles on the fcore of religion, and the prepara- 
tions of the enemy, calling for decifive decrees, the refufal 
of fandioning them completely tore ^away the veil from 
Louis XVI, whofe fmcerity was already ftrongly fufpeded 
by fuch of his minifters as had before been inclined to be- 
lieve it reaL At firft the refufal was not pofitive : the king 
being defirous of confidering the fubjeft, put off the fanc- 
tion till the following council, when he always found rea- • 
fons for deferring it ftill longer. This procraftination gave' 
his minifters an opportunity of fpeaking out. Roland* 
and Servan, in particular, remonftrated inceffantly, and 
fpoke the moft ftriking truths with becoming fpirit. 

Their fituation became critical : the public weal was 

in danger : and it was incumbent on minifters truly 

patriotic, either to provide the means of its falvation, or 

to retire, that they might not be affifting in its ruin. 

Roland propofed to his colleagues a letter to the king 

purporting as much ; but CJavierc cavilled at the ex- 

preffions, and Duranthon, who was fond of his place, was 

unwilling to rilk the lofs of it, if he could poffibly keep 

it, without being a ccmfeft traitor. Lacofte did not 

approve 
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approve of ftfong meafurcs, and the will of the king 
appeared to him, upon the whole, the beft of all poffible 
rules ; while Dumouriez left them to fettle the matter 
among themfelves, that he might be more at leifure to play 
his own cards, and to revenge what he confidered as a 
vexatious afiront. The fa£k was as follows. 

That kind of rumour, which does not as yet amount 
to the opinion of the public, but which foreruns and an- 
nounces it, was afloat againft Bonnecarrere, whom Du-* 
mouriez had made direftor-general of the department of 
foreign affairs. He had the reputation, the talents, the 
difpoiition and the manners of an intriguei : fo at leaft I 
have been told by men of probity, who related various 
circumftances of his life, and lamented the choice that 
Dumouriez had made. 

A REPORT was fpread of fome place being beftowed oi* 
aflfair fettled, by Bonnecarrere, on his receiving a confidef- 
ation of a hundred thoufand* livres [^4167] part of which 
was to be given to madame de Beauvert. That lady was 
Dumouriez's miftrefs, and lived in his houfe, whe»e ihe 

did the honours of the table, to the great difpleafure of tma 
of fenfe, the friends of morality and freedom ; for fuch 
licentloufhefs in a fervant of the public^ charged with the 
cqndu^ of affairs of (late, too plainly indicated a contempt 
of decorum j efpecially as madame Beauvert, the fifter of 
Riverol, a man unfortunately but too well known, lived in 
the midft of the fworn friends of ariftocracy, people little 
entitled to commendation in any point of view. Dumou- 
riez's condufl:, even if it had not been fundamentally 
wrong, was impolitic, and calculated to excite fufpicioa. 

I WAS frequently vifited by Briflbt, and feveral other 

members. 
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memhi^ of thie legifladve afiemUy. They fometimci loafc 
^e mmiften m my boufe ; and kept up that kind of inti- 
macy with them, which is requifite among men who, bemgr^ 
devoted alike to the caufe of the public, (land in need of ai» 
intercommunity of views and information, in order to ferve 
it the more effedually. The ftory of Bonnecarrere was 
related to one of them ; and the parties were motioned by 
natne, as well as the notary in whofe hands the money was 
depofited, or who was at kaft appointed to receive it ; but 
thefe particulars have efcaped my memory. I only recoU 
led, that two men of charader came to my houfeand affirm^ 
ed them in the prefence of three or four members of the 
legiflative body, one of whom, a friend of Dumouriez, was 
defirpus of hearing the whole ftory from their mouths. It 
was refolved to repeat to Dumouriez, with a degree of fo- 
lemnity, the arguments that had already been urged to him 
in private, concerning the neceflity both on the public ac- 
count and his own, of making his coiidu^l, and the choice of 
}iis agents, more conformable to the political principles which 
he pretended to entertain. The converfation confequently 
took (dace in the prefence of his colleagues and of three or 
four members of the ailembly. Roland, availing himfelf 
of the authority given him by his years and charader, 
pointed out to Dumouriez the necei&ty of his con- 
ducting himfelf with more propriety and prudence, and 
every one agreed, that this lad trait of Bonnecarrere ought 
to open his eyes, and tndtice him to put fome other perfon 
in his place^ Dumouriez, who turned Bonnecarrere's 
talents to good account, and gave himfelf little concern 
on the fcore of morality, treated the obfervations of bis 

friends with great levity, and at length rejected them with 

anger. 
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anger. From that moment he dtftoiuiaued aU lAteft- 
Gourfe with the membersy behaved with greater coolneft 
to his colleagues, and, without doubt, no longer thought 
of any thing, but overturning thofe by whofe gravity hf 
was the moft difpleafcd* I forqfaw the effeft of this 
conference, and faid to Roland : * if you were an in- 
triguer, and capable of conducing yourfeif according to 
the policy of the old court and government, I. fhould tell 
you, that the moment^to ruin Dumouriez is at hand, if 
you wifli to prevent his playing you a trick/ But honeft 
men underfland not this petty warfafe ; and Roland wai 
as incapable of having recourfe to it, as he would have 
been ill-fitted to carry it on. 

The poftponemfint of the fan£iipn was nearly beccHne 
a refufal ; the utmofl limit of delay was at hand*. We 
were fenfible, as the council was neither fufficiently unani* 
mous nor energetic to fpcak out in a collective Ihape, that 
it became the integrity and courage of Rohtnd to ftep for«- 
ward alone j and between us two we detfenuined on his 
famous letter to the king. He carried it with him to the 
council, with the intention of reading it aloud, the very 
day when Louis XVi, on being preffed anew* for his fanc- 
tion, required each of his minifters to give him his opinion 
written and figned, and proceeded rapidly to difcuf^ other 
affairs. Roland returned home, added a few introduftory 
lines to his letter, and delivered the whole into the king's 
hands, on the morning of the nth of June. 

The next day, the 1 2th, at eight in the evening, Servan 
walked into my room with a fmiling countenance, ' give 

* By the conftitution of 1789^ the king was allowed to withhold his 
faa<H:ion during a certain number of months, at the end of which h.s ne- 
glecting to give his coofent amounted to a refufal. Tranf. 

' me 
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me joy% faid he, ^ I have juft had the honour of bein^ 
turned away/ — * That is an honour/ anfwered I, * tha% 
my hufband will foon ihare ; and I am not a little mortifi- 
ed that you ihould get the ftart of us.' Hethea related to 
me, that, having been with the king in the morning on 
particular bufinefs, he had ilrenuoufly infifted on the ne- 
ceiHty of the camp of twenty thousand men, if it were fin- 
cerely his attention to oppofe the defigns of the enemy ; that 
the king had turned his back uponjbii^ in very ill-humour; 
and that Dumouriez, at the very fame inflant, was com- 
ing out of the war office, whither he had been to take his 
portfolio from him, by virtue of an order, ofwhichhewas 
the bearer. — 'Who ? Dumouriez ? He is af^ing a vile part ; 
but I am not at all furprifed at it.*— The three preceding 
days Dumouiiez had been frequently at the Tuileri^^ and 
had held loiig conferrences with the queen ; with whom, 
it may not be impertinent to remark, that Bonnecarrere 
had fome intereft, by means of her women. Robnd, be- 
ing informed that Servan was in my apartment, quitted 
the perfons to whom he was giving audience, and on hear- 
ing the news, requefted his colleagues, Dumouriez excep- 
ted, to repair to the hotel. 

It was his opinion, that they ought not to wait for their 
difmiffion : but that in confequence of Servants being de- 
clared, it became all thofewho profeffed the fame prin- 
ciples to give in their refignations ; unlefs the king fliould 
recall Servan, and difmifs Dumouriez, with whom they 
could no longer fit at the council- table. Had the four 
minifters afted thus, the court, I have no doubt, would 
have been not a little embarraffed to replace them ; it 
would have done honour to Lacofte and Duranthon, and 

the aflfair would have had a more flriking eflfeft upon the 

public 
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pubKc mind : but it was deftined to have that cffeft after- 
wuds in a different way. 

The mimfters came and debated for a long while, 
without coming to any refotution, except that they 
would meet again the next morning at eight, and that 
Roland fliould prepare a letter in the mean time. I 
could never have believed, had not circumftances put me 
in the way of knowing it, that foundncfs of judgment, 
and a firm temper of mind, are things fo uncommon, 
and confequently that fo few men are fit for the tranf- 
a£iIoa of buiinefs, particularly tfiat of the flate. Would 
you wifli to meet with the above qualities in con- 
junftion with perfeft difintereftednefs ? — *' That were in- 
deed the Arabian bird,*' fcarcely feen orice in a long fuc- 
ceffion of ages. I no longer wonder^ that men fuperior 
to the herd, and placed at the head of empires, com- 
monly entertain a fovereign contempt for their fpecies : 
it is the almoft inevitable confequence of an extenflve 
knowledge of the world ; and to avoid the errors, into 
which fuch a fentiment may lead thofe to whom the 
welfare of a nation is intruded, requires a fund of philo* 
fophy and magnanimity very extraordinary indeed. 

The minifters c^rae at the appointed hour ; exprelTed 

their doubts about the letter ; and at length concluded ; 

that it would be better to go to the king, and declare their 

fentiments in perfon. This expedient appeared to me 

no better than an evafion ; for certain it is, that a man 

never fpeaks fo boldly as he-may venture to write, to a 

perfon, who, by virtue of his rank, and the force of 

cuftom, lays claim to particular refpefl:. It was agreed 

upon that they ihould take Lacofle, who had not yet made 

his appearance, along with them, or at leafl; that they 

fhould 
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ihould mvke him to be one of the party. But Scarcely haul 
thefe gentlemen affembled at the admiralty- office, when sl 
mefienger from the king brought Duranthon an order to 
repair to the palace immediatcty and alone. Claviere and 
Roland told him, that they woutd go and wait for his re- 
turn at the chailcery. They had not been there long before 
DuranthcHi made his appearance in folemn filence, with a 
long face, and a hypocritical appearance of forrow, taking 
ilowly out of his pocket an order from the khig for each 
ot the other two.— -* Give it me/ (aid RoIanH, with a 
fmiie : * I perceive already that our delays hava made us 
lofe the ftart.'— ^ In fa£b he brought their difmifions. . 

^ Well ! I am turned out too,' faid my hu(band on his 
return.—* I hope/ anfwered I, ' that it is better defer ving 
on your part, than on that of any one elfe ; but you (bould 
not by any means allow the king to announce it to the af- 
fembly ; fince he has not profited by the leflbn given him 
in your letter, you ought to render that leflbn ufeful to the 
public, by making it known. Nothing appears to me more 
confident with the courage evinced by writing it, than the 
hardihood ctf fending a copy to the aflembly : on hearing 
of your difmiflion, it will alfobe acquainted with the caufe/ , 

This idea could not fail to be agreeable to piy huf- 
band. It was adopted ; and every body knows the ap- 
probation which the aflembly gave to the letter, by or- 
dering it to be printed and fent to the departments, as well 
as the honour they did to the three minifters, by declaring 
that the regret of the nation attended them in their re- 
treat. In my own mind I am convinced, and I think the 
event has proved it, that Roland's letter coiitributed 
greatly to enlighten the French nation ; it exhibited to 
the king, with fo much force and wifdom, what his own 

inter eft 
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iflleresft required of him, that it was eafy to perceive he 
refufed his compiiancej out of a determined oppofition to 
the maintenance of t^e conftilution, 

WHfiN I recoiled, that Pache was iq Roland's clofet 
while we were reading the rough draught of that letter^ 
and that he deemed * it an adventurous ft^ ; when I re- 
flect how often that man has witneffed our enthufiafm in 
the caufe of liberty, and our zeal to ferve it ; and fee hinx 
now at the head of that arbitrary authorjty, which oppreflcf 
^and perfecutes us as enemies of the republic : I a(k myfelf, 
whether I be awake, and whether the dream muft not ter- 
minate in the puniflimentofthat infamous hypocrite* 

Thus did we return to private life. Perhaps I may b« 
afked, whether I never knew any further particulars con- 
cerning the manner, in which Roland was called into ad- 
nuniHration. I can fafely fay, I never did ; and that I never 
even thought of enquiring about it : for it appeared to 
me to be brought about like many other things in this 
world ; the idea occurs to fome one perfon, many ap- 
prove it, and with this fupport it attrafts the notice of 
people capable of carrying it into eflFe«9:. I perceived, that 
the bufmefs in queftion had ftruck fome of the members ; 
but I know not who it was that firft propofed.it ; nor by 
whom it was tranfmitted to the court. Roland knew no 
more of it, and gave himfelf no more concern about it, 
than I. When a fucceffor to Degrave was thought of 
for the war department, the minifters and patriotic mem- 
bers did not know whither to direft their views, almoft all 
the officers of the army of any repute, being looked upon 
as enemies to the conftitution. Roland at lafl thought of 
Servan, a military man, who had earned the crofs of St. 
PART X. M Lewis 
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Lewis by his fervices ; and whofe principles were not doubt- 
ful^ fince he had difplayed them before the revolution, in 
a publication called the Citizen-Soldier, which had been, 
well received. We were perfonally acquainted with him, 
in confequence of feeing him at Lyons, where he enjoyed 
the well-earnt reputation of an aflive and fagacious man : 
he had befides, in the year 1790, loft a place at court, 
where his civifm was not agreeable to Monfieur Guynard- 
St.-Prieft. Thefe confidcrations induced^the members of 
the council to join in propofing'him to the king, by whom 
he was accepted. 

As foon as my hufband was in the miniftry, I came to 
a fixed determination, neither to pay nor receive vifits, 
nor invite any female to my table. I had no great facri- 
fices to make on that head : for, not refiding conftantly 
at Paris, my acquaintance was not extenfive ; befides, I 
had no where kept a great deal of company, becaufe my 
love of ftudy is as great as my deteftation of cards, -and 
becaufe the fociety of filly people affords me no diver- 
fion. Accuftomed to fpend my days in domeftic retire- 
ment, I fhared the labours of Roland, and purfued the 
ftudies moft fuited to my own particular tafte. The 
eftablifhment of fo fevere a rule ferved then at once to 
keep up my accuftomed ftyle of life, and to prevent the 
inconveniences which an interefted crowd throws in the 
way of people occupying important pofts. Properly 
fpeaking, I never received company in my hotel : twice 
a week, indeed, I gave a dinner to fome of the minifters, 
a few members of the aflembly, and the perfons with 
whom my hufband had any thing to talk over, or whofe 

acquaintance he wifhed to preferve. Bufinefs was talked 

of 
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oi m my prefence ; becaufe I had not the rage of inter* 
ferring, and was not furrounded with, fuch company at 
could, excite diftruft. Out of all the rooms of a fpacious 
apartment, I had chofen, for my daily habitation, the 
fmalleft parlour, which I had converted into a ftudy, by 
removing into it my books and a bureau. It often hap- 
pened, that Roland^s friends or colleagues, when they 
wanted to fpeak to him confidentially, inftead of going to 
his apartment, where he' was furrounded by his clerks 
or by the public, would come to mine, and requeft me to 
fend for him. By thefe means I found myfelf drawn into 
the vortex of public affairs, without intrigue or idle cu- 
xiofity. Roland had a pleafure in afterwards converf- 
ing with me about them in private, with that confidence 
which we ever placed in each other, and which eftablifhed 
between us an intercommunity of knowledge and opinions ; 
and it fometimes happened alfo, that friends, who had 
onlj^ fome information to give, or a few words to fay, being 
always fure of finding me, came and requefted I would 
make the neceflfary communication to Roland as foon as an 
opportunity might occur. 

It had been found neceflary to counterbalance the 
influence of the court, the ariftocracy, the civil lift, and 
the minifterial papers, by information given to the people 
in the moft public way. A daily paper, ported up in 
the ftreets, feemed well calculated for that purpofe ; but 
it was neceflary to^find a judicious and enlightened 
man, capable of following up events, and exhibiting them 
in their proper colours, to be the condufter. Louva, al- 
ready known 'as an author, a man of letters, and a po- 
litician, was pointed out, approved of, and undertook the 

taflt. Money was alfo wanting for its fupport j but that 

was 
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^$ a thing not quite fo eafily to be obtained* Petion him* 
felf was allowed none for the police ; and yet in a town 
Eke Paris, and in fuch a fiate of things, when it was oF 
importance to have people in pay, in order to gain timely 
information of every thing that happened, or that might 
be in agitation, it was indifpenfably neceffary- To ob- 
tain any thing from the affembly, would have been 
difficult ; for the demand would infallibly have given the 
alarm to the partifans of the court, and would have met 
with many obftacles. At laft it occurred, that Dumou- 
riez, who had feciet fervice-money for the department of 
foreign affairs, might allow a certain fum monthly to the 
mayor of Paris for the police ; and that out of that fum 
might be taken the expences of the daily paper which was 
to be pofted up, and which the minifter of the home-de- 
partment was to fuperintend. The expedient wias fimple, 
and was adopted. Such was the origin of the Sentinel. 

It was in the courfe of the month of July, that per- 
ceiving affairs daily growing worfe through the perfidy 
of the court, the march of the foreign troops, and the 
weaknefs of the affembly, we looked out for a place 
where liberty, threatened from fo many quarters, might 
find an afylum. We frequently converfed with Barba- 
roux and Servan concerning the excellent fpirit that pre- 
vailed in the South, the energy of the departments in that 
quarter of France, and the advantages its fituation afforded 
for founding a republic, if the triumphant court fhould 
find means to fubjugate Paris and the North. We took 
a map, and traced the line of demarkation ; Servan 
ftudied the military pofitions it offered ; we calculated 
its ftrength ; we examined the nature of its produce, 

and 
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aad the nieans of circulatiog that produce ; fevery oQ9^ 
galled to mind the places^ or the perfons^ from whom we. 
might exped to receive lupport; and every one re-^ 
peated^ after a revolution that had afforded fuch great 
hopes, we ought not to relapfe tamely into flavcry, but; 
fliould ftrain every nerve to eftablifli a free government ia 
Some part of France. ' That fhall be our refource,* faid 
Barbaroux, ' if the Marfeillois^ whom I accompanied hi- 
ther, be not fufBciently feconded by the Parifians to fub- 
due the court. I hope, however, they will fucceed, and 
that we Ihall have a convention, which will give a replibli- 
can form of government to all France/ 

We underftood very well, without his explaining him- 
felf farther, that an infurreftion was projeded. It appear- 
ed indeed inevitable, fince the court was making prepara- 
tions, that indicated a defign of. ei^forcing fubmiilion. It 
may be faid, they were made in its own defence ; but the 
idea of attack either would have occurred to no body, or 
if it had, it would not have been embraced by the people 
at large, if the court had really and truly enforced the 
conftitution : for, though aware of all its defefts, the 
moft ftrenuous republicans defired nothing more for the 
prefent, and would have quietly awaited its improvement 

from the hands of time and of experience. 

It is true, at the period of a revolution, there will 

always be found, particularly among a cctrrupt peo- 
ple, and in large cities, a clafs of men deilitute of the 
advantages of fortune, covetous of her favours, and in- 
clined to-make any facrifice to obtain them, or elfe ac- 
cuftomed to fupply the want of them by illicit meansv If 

a daring mind, a courageous difpofition, and fome portion 

of 
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of natural abilities, diftinguifh a man of that defcriptios,, 
he becomes the chief, or the direftor, of a turbulent band, 
whofe ranks are foon filled up by all thofe who, having* 
nothing to lofe, are ready to attempt any thing by all the 
dupes, they have art enough to make ; and laftly, by the 
individuals difperfcd among them by domeftic politicians 
or foreign powers, interefted in fomenting dtvifions, in 
order ta weaken them by civil difcord, that they may after- 
wards take advantage of their diftrafted ftate. 

The patriotic focieties, thofe colledions of men affembled 
to deliberate on their rights and interefts, have exhibited 
to us a pifture in miniature of what paffes in the great foci- 
cty of the ftate. 

First we find a few men of ardent difpofitions, deeply 
impreffed with a fenfe of the public danger, and feeking 
fincerely to prevent it. Thefe men the philofophers 
join becaufe they conceive fuch a junftion neceffary to 
overturn tyranny, and propagate principles beneficial to 
mankind. Accordingly, great principles are developed," 
and difleminated; generous fentiments are called forth and 
difFufed ; and a vigorous impulfion is given both to the 
hearts and minds of men. Then come forward indivi- 
duals, who, by aiTuming principles that do riot belong to 
them, which they decorate with the moft captivating 
language, endeavour to gain the favour of the public, in 
order to acquire confequence or power. They pafs 
the bounds of truth, to render thcmfelves more remark- 
able ; heat the imagination by falfe and exaggerated re- 
prefentations ; flatter the pafllons of the populace, ever 
difpofed to admire the gigantic ; urge it on to meafures, 
in which they have the means of making themfelves 

ufeful, in order to be thought neceflary upon all occa- 

fions J 
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fibns ; and employ themfelves in thefoul work bf throw- 
ing fufpicipn upon thofe prudent or enlightened men, of 
whofe merit th ey are afraid, and with whom they are not 
able to ftand in competition. Calumny, atiirft employed 
without art, learns, from the humiliation it receives, to 
Ihape itfelf into a fyftem ; and at length becomes a pro- 
found fcience, in which they and their fellows alone can 

fucceed. 

Unquestionably many people of this charafter joined 
the popular party againft the court ; ready to ferve the 
latter for mon^y, and as ready to betray it, in cafe it fhonld 
become the weaker party. The court afFeAed to believe 
that all thofe who oppofed its defigns were of the above 
defcription, and was fond of confounding them under the 
appellation of the fadious. The real patriots fufFered 
this noify pack to go their own way, like fo many hounds ; 
and perhaps were not forry to make them ferye as a for- 
lorn hope, to receive the firft fire of the enemy. In their 

m 

hatred of defpotifm they did not recolleft, that, if it be 
allowable in politics, to fufFer good things to be effeded 
by bad men, or to profit by their exceffes for fome ufeful 
purpofe, it is infinitely dangerous to afcribe to them the 
honour of the one, or not to punifh them for the other. 

Every body is acquainted with the revolution of the 
icth of Auguft, of which 1 know no more than is known 
to the public ; for, though well informed of the great 
outline of affairs while Roland was a fervant of the pub- 
lic, and atrending to it with intereft when he was no lon- 
ger ill place, I never v/as a confident of what m?iy be 
called the manoeuvring of parties ; nor wa^ he himfeif 
ever concerned in that fort of bufinefs. 

RtCALLfiD to the miniflry at that period, he re-entered it 

with 
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imth renovated hope^. It is a great pity, we ufed to bf^ 
that the council fhould be contaminated by that Dantm^ 
who has fo bad a reputation.—^' What can we do ?' 
£ud fome friends to whom I whifpered the fame re- 
mark ; ' he has been ufeful in the revoJudon, and the 
pec^le love him : there is no prudence in making mal- 
contents : it will certainly be better to make the moft of 
him as he is.' — ^There was forae reafon in this ; but ftill 
it is much eafier to deny a man the means of influence, 
th an to prevent his pntting it to a bad ufe. There be- 
gan the faults of the patriots : the inftant the court was 
fubdued, an excellent council fhould have beai formed, 
all the members of which being irreproachable in their 
conduQ:, and diftinguiflied for their knowledge, would 
have condufted the government with dignity, and have 
Impreffed foreign powers with refped:. To take Danton 
into the admimftration, was to deluge the government 
with fuch men as I have defcribed ; whoxharafs it, when 
not in employ, and corrupt and dehafe it, when they par- 
ticipate in its operations. But who was to make thefe rie- 
fleftions ? who could have dared to announce and openly 
maintain them ? The choice was made by the aflembly, or 
its committee of twenty-one ; among whom there were 
many men of merit, but not one leader ; not one of thofe 
beings caft in the mould of Mirabeau^ and made to com- 
mand the vulgar, to condenfe into one focus the opinions 
of the wife, and to prefent them with that force of genius, 
which compels obedience the moment it appears* 

As they were at a lols for a minifter of the marine, 
Condorqet mentip^ed Monge, becaufe he had feen him 

folve geometrical problems at the academy of fciences ; 

and 
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aid Monge was chofen. Monge is a kind of original, adU 
mirs^Iy calculated to play tricks in the manner of the bears 
that I hav^ feen dancing in the ditches of the town of Berne* 
There cannot be a more awkward buffoon, or one who 
has lefs preteniions to wit and pleafantry* Formerly a 
ftone-cutter at Mezieres, where the abbe Boflat encoura- 
ged him, and fet thim to.ftudy mathematics ; he got on 
by dint of induftry, and ceafed to vifit his benefador, as 
foon as he began to entertain hopes of becoming his equal* 
A good kind of man in other refpefts, or at lead contriving 
to be fo efteemed, in a fmall circle, of which the moft 
iatirical members had not wit enough to divert themfelv^s 
by (hewing that he was no better than a narrow-minded 
blockhead. But in ihort he pafled for an honeft man, and 
a friend of the revolution ; and people were fp ^red of 
traitors, and fo puzzled to find men of ability, that they 
began to put up with any body of whofe good faith they 
were convinced. I need not fpeak of his miniftry : the 
lieplorkble ftate of our navy too plainly evinces his imbeci- 
lity and infignificanc^ 

Roland's firft care was to make that reform in his 
office, of which he had felt the neceffity. He coUefted 
about him a fet of men attached to the principles of liberty, 
of aftive difpofitions, and of enlightened minds ; and, had 
he accompliftied nothing more, he would have done great 
fervice to that branch of adminiftration. He haftened to 
write to ^1 the departments, with that force which reafon 
gives, that authority which belongs to truth, and that ex- 
preffion of fentiment that flows from the heart ; (hewing 
them the new order of things that muft necefiarily refult 
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from the revolution of the loth of Auguft ; and the ne- 
ceffity for all parties to rally around juftice, which prevents 
excfcffes ; around liberty, which produces the iiappinefs 
of all ; around good order, which alone can infure it ; 
and around the legiflative body, which ftands charged with 
the expreflion of the public will. Thofe adminiftrativc 
bodies which appeared to hefitate, were fufpended, or 
cafhiered. Great difpatch in bufinefs, and the moft aflivc 
and extenfive cofrefpondence, difFiifed a fimilar fpirit 
through every part, reftorcd confidence, and gave frefli 
life to the interior of the kingdom. 

DaKton fcarcely fuffered a day to pafs without coming 
to our houfe. Sometimes it was in his way to the council ; 

he would arrive a little before the hour, and ftep into my 

• * . " 

apartment ; or elfe he woiild call in his return, raoft 
commonly accompanied by Fabre-d'Englantine : at other 
times, he would invite himfelf to dine with me, on days 
when I was not accuftomed to fee company, in order 
that he might converfe with Roland about fome bufinefs. 
No man could make a fhow of greater zeal, of a 
greater love of liberty, or of a greater defire to concur with 
his colleagues in ferving it eifeftually. I contemplated 
his forbidding and atrocious features, and, though I ufed 
to fay to myfelf, that no one fhould be condemned upon 
hearfay evidence, that I had no certain knowledge of any 
thing to his prejudice', that the honeft^ft man in th6 world 
muft needs have two different charafters when party- 
fpirit ran high, and that appearances were not to be 
trufled, I could no| bring myfelf to alTociate the idea of 
-^ a good man with fuch a countenance. I never faw aiiy 
thing that fo llrongly expreffed the violence of brutal 

paflionSy 



f^onSf, and the xhoft aftofiiflitfig audacity, half «difgidfe4 
by a jovial air, an aflfeaadon of franknefs^ and a fort of 
fimpiicity* My lively imagination reprefents every por- 
fon, with whom I am ftruck, in the a^on that I conceive 
f uitable to his charader. I cannot fee for half an hour a 
face not from the common mould, without arraying it 
in the garb of foipe profeffion, or giving ^it fome part to 
play, the idea of which it revives or impreffes on my mind* 
In this manner my imagination has often figured Danton^ 
with a dagger in his hand, encouraging by his voice and his 
example a band of affafTms, more timid or lefs ferocious 
than himfelf : or elfe, when fatiated with his crimes, in- 
dicating hiff habits and propenfities by the geftures of a 
Sardanapalus. I certainly would defy an experienced 
painter, not to find in the perfon of Danton all the rer 

quifitcs for fuch a compofition. 

Could I have confined myfelf to a regular path, in- 

ftead of abandoning my pen to the wandering courfe of 
a mind, that ranges at large over the wide field of events, 
I would have taken up Danton at the beginning of 
1789, a miferable counfellor, more burdened with debts 
than caufes ; and whofe wife was known to fay, that fhe 
could not have kept houfe, without the affiflance of a 
louis-d'or a week, which fhe received from her father, t 

■ 

would have exhibited him making his (irft appearance at 
the/edion, which was then called a dj^rid, and attrafting 
notice by the ftrength of his lungs : a great fedary of the 
Orleans faftion ; acquiring a kind of competency in the 
courfe of that year, without any vifible means of tmaking 
money ; and obtaining a little celebrify by exoeffes, which 
Lafayette was inclined to punifli, but which he artfully 
found mean* to turn to his own advantage, by procuring 
hirafclf the j^oteaion of the diftrid, which he had rendered 
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tttrtmknt I fhotild defcribe him declaimhig ^tii Tvlc^ 
/ eels in the popular focieties^ fetdng hhnfelf up for the 
defender of the rights of all, declaring, that he would 
accept no place of profit, till the revolution fliould be at 
an end } and fucceeding neverthelefe to that of fubftitute 
to the folicitor of the commune ; preparing his influence 
at the Jacolnns upon the ruins of that of the Lameths ; 
making his appearance on the tenth of Auguft among 
thofe who were returning from the palace* ; and entering 
into the adminifl!ration, as a tribune in high favour with 
the people, whom it was neceffary to fatisfy by giving him 
a fliare in the government. From that period his progreft 
was equally bold and rapid. He attached to himfelf by 
largefles, or protected by his influence, thofe greedy and' 
imferable men, who are goaded on by vice and want ; 
he marked out the formidable perfons whofe ruin it was 
neceflary to eflFed ; IXe paid the hireling fcribes, and in- 
flamed the minds of the enthufiafl:s, whom he intended 
to fet upon them ; he refined on the revolutionary invent 
tions of headlong patriots, or artful knaves ; he devifed, 
promoted, and executed plans capable of flriking terror, 
of removing numerous obfl:acles, of coUefting great 
fums of money, and of mifleading the public opinions 
concerning all thefe matters. He formed the eledoral 
body by its intrigues, influenced it openly by means of 
his agents, and nominated the deputation from Paris to 
the convention, of which he became a member. He 
went to Belgium to augment his treafures ; and had the 

hardihood to avow a fortune of 1400000 Hvres [>C*5^333»3 
to wallow in luxury, whilfl preaching up fans-culolitifme, 
and tb fleep on heaps of flaughtered men. 

* &€ LouTct's Narratife, p. 17. 7r^. 

At 
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"As to Fabre d*Eglantine, muffled in a <^wl, armdl 
with a poniard, and employed in forging p)ots to de&me 
the innocent, ot to ruin the rich, whofe wealth hexovet^ 
he is fo perfeftly in chara6ler, that whoever would paint 
Ae moft abandoned hypocrite, need only draw his por* 
tmt in that drefs. 

These two men were very defirous of making mc 
fpeak out, by vauntmg their own patriotifm. It wa« 
a fubjeQ; on which I had nothing to conceal, or diffem- 
ble : I avow my principles equally to thofe, whom I 
fuppofe to participate in them, and to thofe, whom I 
fufped of not entertaining fentiments fo pure : in regard to 
the former it is confidence — ^to the latter pride. I dif- 
dain to difguife myfelf, even under the pretence, or with 
the hope of being better able to fathom other people's 
mind. I form a firft opinion of men intuitively, and 
judge them afterwards by their condufl: compared at 
different times with the language they hold ; but as to 
me, I lay open my whole foul, and never fu£fer a doubt 
to exift of what I really am. 

As foon as The affembly had of its own accord palled 
a decree, allowing the minifter of the home department 
100,000 livres CjC*4>^^7>II ^^ defray the expences of ufeful 
pMrfJcations, Danton,^ and Fabre more particularly, afked 
me by way of cenverfation, whether Roland were pre- 
pared on that point, and if he had writers in readinefs to 
employ. I anfwered, that he was no flrangcr to thofe 
who had already attained any celebrity ; that the periodi- 
cal works, compofed according to-right principles, would 
point out in the firft place thofe whom it was proper to 
encourage ; that it would be advifeable to fee their au« 

thors } and ibmetimes to bring them together, that they 

might 
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Bight be informed of fads, the knowledge of whtdi it 
would be ufeful to difFufe, and that they might agree on 
the mod efficacious method of leading men's minds to the 
iame point. That if either of them, Fabre or Danton^ 
knew any in particular, they Ihould mention and bring(^ 
them to the minifter ; where they might converfe^ once a 
week for inftance, on what in exifting circumHances ought 
»«iore efpecially to occupy their pens* 

^ Wb have the idea/ anfwered Fabre, * of a paper to 
be ported up, entitled Compte rendu au Peuplefouverain*'^ 
which fhall exhibit a fketch of the late revolution^ and 
for what Camille-Defmoulins, Robert, and fome others^ 
will write.' — * Very well ! introduce them to Roland.' — 
This he took care not to do, and faid no more about the 
paper j which was however fet on foot, as foon as the 
aflembly had given the council two millions [X'^3>3333 
for fecret expends. Danton told his colleagues, that it 
was proper for each minifter to make ufe of it in his 
own department ; but' that as thofe of the war depatf-^ 
Blent and foreign affairs had already fimilar funds, the 
above fum ought to be at the difpofal of the other four, • 
who would confequently have fo many hundred thoufands^ 
of livres each. Roland objefted ftrongly to this propofa). 
He fhowed, that the int«ntion of the affembly had been, 
fo give the executive power, at this critical period, all the 
neceffary means of afting with promptitude; that it. was 
the council coUeftively that had a right to decide on the 
employment of the monies, on the demand being made, 
and the purpofes fpccified, by the head of each department; 
and he declared, moreover, that, for his own part, he 

* An account rendered to the fovereign people. 

would 
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would never make any ufeof it, without producing vouchers 
to the councils, to whofe care the money was committed, 
and who had a rigKt to watch over its expenditure*. Dan- 
ton in reply, fwore according to cuftom, and talked of 
the revolution, of decifive meafures, of fecrecy, and of 
freedom ; while the others, feduced perhaps by the plea- 
lure of dabbling each in his own way came over to his opi- 
nion, contrary to all juftice, delicacy, and found policy; 
and in fpite of Roland's proteft, and of his determined op- 
pofiiion, the harfhnefs of which procured him ill-will. 
Danton quickly drew a hundred thoufand crowtis, 
C;C* 20,833] out of the public treafury, and difpofed of 
them as he thought proper : which did not prevent his 
getting 6o,oooi. [;^. 2,500] from Servan, and a ftill lar- 
ger fum from Lebrun, out of the fecret fervice money of 
their feveral departments, under various pretences. To 
the affembly he never gave any account ; contenting him- 
felf with affirming that he had accounted to the council : 
though he only told the council, at a meeting at which 
Roland was not prefent on accouut of indifpofition,that he 
had given twenty thoufand livres to one perfon, ttn to ano- 
ther, and fo of the reft, on account of the revolution, for 
their patriotifm, or for reafons of a fimilar kind. 

This is the way in which Servan related the ftory to 
me. The council, on being defired by the affembly to 
fay, whether Danton had given them any account, an- 
fwered fimply yes. But Danton had acquired fo much 

♦ He exjiendccl of this fund onlyizooL f;^. 50], in an order pay- 
able to Hell, formerly member of the conftituent affembly, for the e?:- 
pcnfc of a body of inftrualon for the people, in the German language, for 
the departments of the Rhihe. 

power. 
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power, that thefe timid men vrtrt afraid of giving him 
offence* 

Immediately after the brave Servan went out o£ 
office, Danton, no longer finding any oppoiition from the 
war-office, polluted the army with cordeliers*, as cowardly 
V they ware avaricious, who promoted plunder and de- 
vaftation ; rendered the foldiers as ferocious to their coun- 
trymen as to their enemies ; made the revolution odious 
to the neighbouring nations, by excefles of all kiads^ 
which they pradifed in the name of the republic ; and 
by preaching infubordination in every quartir, laid the 
foundation of the misfortunes that have fince attended our 
arms. 

After this no one will be aftoniihed to hear that Dan- 
Ion, wanting to fend one of his creatures into Britanny, 
imder pretence of vifiting the fea-ports and examining 
die infpef^ors, prevailed on the minifter of the marine 
to give him a commiffion. But commiilions of this 
kind required the figAature of all the members of thf 
council, and Roland refufed his. ' MthtTj* faid he to 
Mohge, * your agents do their duty, or they do not ; 
and of this you are competent to judge. If they do not, 
difmifs them without mercy ; if they do, why damp their 
zeal and infult them, by fending a (Iranger among them, 
who has no connexion with your department, and ^ould 
only prove your diftruft. Such a proceeding Ijy no 
means becomes the charader of a minifter : nor will I 
fign the commiflion.* The fitting of the council was 
unufually protrafted, and towarda^he end of it the pa- 
pers to be figned prefented themfelves in rapid fucceffion. 

* A faftion which took its name from a particular clubi that far outwent 
the JacoUas ia rcTolutioiiarj rage. Tranf. 
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Hdland p^ceiving, that Jie had juft pat His iiame» ^&et 
thofe of all his colleagues, to the rejeded commii&bn^ 
which had been ili^t into his hand, cancelled it, and 
upbraided Monge. ^ It is Danton who will have it fo,^ 
anfwered Monge m a whifper, and with fear pidkured in 
his countenance : if I refufe, he will denounce me to the 
commune, and to the cordeliers, and get mo hanged.'---*- 
^ Well ! in my mind, a minifter ought to die, rather tboHi 
give way-to fuch confiderations.* 

-- The bearer of this commiflion was arrefted in Bri^ 
tany) by order of an adminiftration which took offence at 
his condud, and to which the cancelled fignature.of 
Roland appeared a fufEcient reafon to enter into a clofe 
examination of his condud. Heavy charges were pre« 
ferred againft him ; but it was at the end of the yeaiv 
when the caufe of all anarchifts was efpoufed by jhe 
mountain, which obtained a decree, direfting thu 
•Guermeur ihould be fet at large. 

- I HAVE fuffered myfelf to be htirried away by drcunv 
fiances ; let me Aow refume the chain of fadts. 

Dakton ' and Fabre ceafed to vifit me towards the 
latter end of Auguft. No doubt they were cautious c^ 
expoiing themfelyes to attentive eyes, while chanting the 
matins of September; and were well aware of the na^- 
ture of Roland and the people he had about him. His 
firm temper of mind, his upright and ingenuous difpod^- 
tion, the ftriAnefs of his principles, difplayed without 
oftentation, and yet without conftraint, and the uniform^ 
tenor of his conduS:, are fure to ilrike every eye at the 
firft glance. They concluded, that Rqland was an ho- 
neft man, who was not to bs tampered with in under- 
takings like their's: that his wife had no weak fide, 

FAKT I. o • through 
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through which he might be aifailed ; and that, v^ith 
equal (hare of principle, (he pofle(red perhaps more of thac 
penetration peculiar to her fex, againft which deceitful 
people have the moft reafon to be upon their guard. Per- 
haps too they judged, that (he could fbmetimes wield a 
pen ; an^l^that'fuch a couple, endowed as they were with 
the facility of reafoning, a firm temper of mind, and fome 
portion of talents, might (land in the way of their deiigns^ 
and were fit only to be ruined. The events that enfued^ 
illuftrated by a number of drcumftances, which it would 
be diiEcult for me to detail at prefent, but of which a lively 
impre(fion remains upon my mind, give to thefe conje&ures 
all the evidence of demonflration. 

It had been deemed expedient, as one of the firfl: mea- 
fures to be taken by the council, to dilpatch commiifioners 
to the departments, for the exprefs purpofe of explaining 
theevents of the i oth of Auguft, and ftill more for that of 
inducing the people to prepare for defence, and to be expe- 
ditious in rarfing the neceffary recruits for Ae armies oppo- 
fed to the enemy upon the frontier of FrflB* As foon as 

the feleftion of proper perfons, and the fending them upon 
their miflion began to be agitated, Roland defired a day^s 
delay to confider whom he (hould propofe.-^I will take it 
all upon myfelf,* exclaimed Danton : ' the commune of 
Paris will furnifti us with excellent patriots.* — ^Thc indolent 
Tnajority of the council accordingly intruded him with the 
care of pointing them out : a^d the next day he came to 
the council with commiflions ready made out, fo that no- 
thing more was neceffary than to fill them up' with the 
names he recommended, and to affix the neceffary figna- 
tutes. The council made little inquiry about them, and 

figned 
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figned the tommiffions without going into any debater 
Thus did a fwarm of men fcarcely known ; intriguers of 
fe£lions, or bawlers at clubs ) patriots from fanaticifm, and 
ftill more from views of intereft ; people deftitute for the 
mbft part of all kind of confequence, except what they 
had aflumed, or hoped to' acquire, in public commotions ; 
but entirely devoted to Danton their proteftor, and ena- 
moured of his manners and licentious^odrines ; thus did \ 
,thefe men, I fay^ becon^e the reprefentatives of the exe- 
cutive council in every department of France. 

This bufinefs always appeared to me a great ftroke of 
policy on the part of Danton, and a moil egregious blun- 
der on that of the council. 

A MAN muftfigure to himfelf the perplexity of each 
minifter in the midft of affairs of his own departrtient, in 
thofe turbulent times, to be able to conceive that upright 
and able men could ad with fo much inconfideration. 
The faft is, that the minifters of the home department, of 
, war, and even of the marine, were overwhelmed with 
an excefs of bufinefs, and that pfScial details fo com- 
pletely engroffed their thoughts as to allow them no time 

to refleft on the general fyflem of politics. The coun- 
cil ought to be compofed of men employed folely in de- 
liberating, and freed from all the cares of adminiflration. 
Danton was in the department that gives the leaft 
trouble ; and cared little about fulfilling the duties of his 
place : he gave his grrffe^ to his clerks, who turned the 
wheel, and the machine went on its own way with- 
out his taking any concern in the matter. All his 

* An iron (lamp afed in France by people in office to repeat their 
lature with greater difpatch. Tranf. 
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ttme tad attention were dedicated to intrigues, and 
Ichemes^ tending to promote his views of aggraodizement, 
fortune, and power. Continually haunting the offices of 
the war department, he procured appointments in the army 
for people of his own defcription ; and found means to 
give them anintereft in the contrads and pur chafes made 
on the public account. In ihort, he negleded no line in 
which it was poflible to promote thefe men, the dregs 
of a corrupted nation, of which they become the fcum in 
political fermentations, and over which they domineer for 
a ihort fpace of time : with thefe he augmented his credit, 
and compofed a fa£tion, that foon b^ame powerful, and 
are now lor4s paramount of all. 

The enemy advanced, and made an alarming progrefs 
on our territory. Men, who defire to govern the multitude, 
and who have fludied the various means ;of working upon 
their minds, know terror to be one of the moil power ful. 
This aflfeftion abfolutely fubjefts tbofe who experience it, 
to the men who allow it to hold no dominion over their, 
minds ; how much greater ftill are the advantages of thofe, 
who parpofely infpire it by falfe rumours or pretences ! 
That calculation had certainly been made by the inftigators 
of the maffacres of Septipmbcr ; they muft have had the 
two-fold objeft of producing a tumult, under cover of 
which, the violation of the prifons and the murder 
of the prifoners, would afford them an ppportunity 
of gratifying their private animofities, of executing 
fchemes of plund<^r, the produce of which held out a 
pleafing profpeft to their avarice : and at the fame time 
of difFufing that kind of flupor, during which a fmall 
number of bold and ambitious men might lay the foun- 
dations 
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dadons of thdr po^er. Inferior agents were eafily brought 
over by the lure of profit : the pretence of immolating 
fuppofed traitors, from whom confpiracies were to be 
feared, could not fail to delude men of weak underftand- 
ings, deceive the people, and ferve to juftify an aftion 
firom which its direftors would derive the blind obedience 
of their well paid fatellites, the attachment of all who 
(bared the profits with the leaders, and the fqbmifiion of 
an intimidated people, furprifed at the energy, or perfua- 
ded of the juftice of an operation, which the perpetrators 
would find means to make it abet, by reprefenting it as its 
own work. Accordingly whoever afterwards dared to re- 
probate thofe crimes was proclaimed a calumniator of the 
city of Paris, pointed out as fuch to the fury of a certain 
clais of its inhabitants, and ftiled ^federaliji^ and a con- 
fpirator. Such was the crime of the iwenty-twQ^ joined to 
the unpardonable guilt of fuperiority, 

A LOUD mnd alarming report of the taking of Verdun 
got abroad on the firft of September. The orators ac- 
cuftonied to harangue the groups collefted in the ftreets, 
faid that the enemy was In full march to Chalons : ac- 
cording to them, three days more were fufBcient to bring 
them to Paris ; and the people, ^who calculated nothing 
but the diftance, without taking into the account the 
various things neceflary to the march of an army, for 
its fuftenance, and the conveyance of its baggage and ar- 
tillery ; every thing, in fhort, that renders its progrefs fo 
very different from that of an individual, already beheld 
the foreign troops triumphatit amid the fmoaking ruins of 
the capital. 

Nothing was neglefted, that could inflame the imagi- 
nation, amplify objeds, or augment the apprehenfion of 

danger ; 



danger ; nor was it difficult to get the aflembly to adopt 
meafures calculated to promote fuch defigns. Domicili- 
ary vifits, under the pretence of fearching for concealed 
arms, or difcovering fufpefted perfons, fo frequent fmce 
the tenth of Auguft, were refolved upon as a general regu- 
la'tion, and made in the dead of night. They gave oeca- 
fion to frefli and numerous captions, and to vexations un* 
heard of before. The commune of the tenth, compofed 
in great part of men, who, having nothing to lofe, have 
every thing to gain by a revolution : the commune already 
guilty of a thoufand enormities, ftood in need of more : 

for it is by the accumulation of cn;nes, that impunity is 
fecured. The misfortunes of the country were folemnly 
announced. The fignal of diftrefs, the black flag, was 
hoifted on the towers of the metropolitan church. The 
alarm-gun was fired. The commune proclaimed, by found 
of trumpet, a general aflembly of the citizens, on Sun- 
day the fecond, in the Champ- de-Mars, in order to rally 
round the alrar of the nation, thofe zealous patriots who 
would immediately fet off" for its defence. At the fame 
time it direfted the barriers to be fliut, and yet no one was 
(truck with thefe contradictory proceedings. There was a 
rumour of a plot hatching in the prifons by the arifl:ocrats, 
(x)T the rich), of whom great numbers were confined ; and 
of the uneafy and repugnant feelings of the people at 
quitting their homes, and leaving behind them thofe raven- 
ous wolves, who were about to break their chains, and 
' would fall with fury upon their dear and defence! efs relatives. 
ON*^tbe firfl: fymptoms of commotion, the minifter 
of th^ interior, whofe bufinefs it is to watch over 
the general tranquillity, but who has neither the im- 
mediate exercife of power, nor a right to employ the 

public 
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public force, wrote in an urgent manner to the commun^ 
through the medium of the mayor, pointing out the vigir 
lance that it became them to difplay. Nor did he content 
liimfelf with this ftep ; but applied alfo to the com* 
mandant-general, exhorting him to ftrengthen the pofts, 
and keep an eye on the prifons. He did ftill more ; for 
hearing they were threatened j he called upon him inthemoft 
formal manner, to keep a ftrift guard over them, making 
his head refponfible for events : and to give more efficacy * 
to a requilition, to which his authority was confined^ he 
had it printed and ported up at the corner of every ftreet^ 
That was hinting to the citizens at large, to be watchful 
themfelves, in cafe the commandant fhould neglefl: his 
duty. 

At five in the evening of Sunday, nearly at the very 
moment when the prifons were inverted, as I have fince 
been informed, about two hundred men repaired to the 
hotel of the home department, calling loudly for the mini- 
fter, and for arms. 

I WAS Acting in my own apartment, and as I thought 
I heard a noife, I rofe, and perceiving the mob from 
the rooms that overlook the court, ftepped into the anti- 
chamber, and enquired what was the matter. Roland wa? 
gone out ; but the perfons who afked for him not being 
fatisfied with that information; infifted upon fpeaking with 
him at any rate. The fervants refufed to let them come 
up, and told them over and over again the real ftate of the 
cafe. Perceiving thofe aflura^Fices ineffeftuaji| I fent out a 
domeftic, to invite ten of them in my name tb walk up 
flairs ; they came in, and I afked them calmly what 
they wanted. They told me, they were honeft citizens, 
ready to fet off for Verdun, but being in gr^at want of 

arms. 



( «»4 ) 

t 

arms, they were come to zSk the minifter for a fupply, and 
were refolved to fee him* I obferved to them, that the 
minifter of the interior never had arms at his difpofal ; and 
that it was at the war-office, to the minifter of that depart- 
ment, they fliould addrefs their requeft. Ihey faid 
in reply, that they had been there, and had been told 
there was no fach thing ; that all the minifters were raf- 
cally traitors, and that they wanted Roland* — ^ I am forry 
he is gone out, for his folid arguments would have fome 
weight with you : come along with me and fearch the 
hotel, and you^willfoon befatisfied that Roland is not at 
home, and ctiat there are no arms here ; nor indeed ought 
there to be any, as upon refledion you muft needs fuppofe. 
Return to the war-office, or make your complaint to the 
commune : and if you wiih Roland to fpeak to you, re- 
pair to the hotel of the marine, where all the council is af*^ 
fembled/ — On their withdrawing, I went into the balcony 
over the court, and thence beheld a furious fellow in his 
(hirt, with his flecves tucked up to his fhoulders, and a 
broad-fword in his ha^d, declaiming againft the treachery 
of the minifters. The ten deputies difperfed themfelves 
among the crowd, and at length prevailed on it to retreat 
by beat of drum ^ but they caraied the valet-de-cham- 
bre away with them as an hoftage, made him follow 
them through the ftteets for an hour, and then let him 
return. 

Immediately after I got into a coach, and haftened to 
the admiralty, to inform my hufband of what had juft 
paffed. The council was not yet fitting ; but I found a 
numerous circle, in which were feveral members of the 
afiembly. The minifters at war and of juftice not beii^ 

arrived 
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afljredy tke others were converfing la the council cham« 
ber like a private party. I related my ftory, on which 
each made his remark, mod of them fuppofing it the 
fortuitous refult of circumftances, and the effer¥efcence ol 
the public mind. 

Wif AT was Danton doing all that time ?-~I knew not 
till feveral days after ; but it is worth while to mention 
it here, in order that fa£ts may be compared. He was 
at the mairie*^ in the committee of vigilance, as it was 
ftyledy whence i^fued the orders of arreft that were be- 
come fo numerous within the laft few days. There a 
reconciliation had juft taken place between him and 
Maraty after they had made a parade of a feigned quarrel 
for four-and-twenty hours. He went up to Petion's 
apartment, took him afide, and faid to him, in his cus- 
tomary language, interlarded with energetic expreflipns : 

* Can you guefs what they have taken into their heads ? 
Why, may I die, if they have not iffued a warrant againft 
Roland ?'— ' Who do you mean ?' — ^ Why, that mad- 
headed committee, to b^ fure. I have the warrant 
in my poffefGon : look, here it is. We can never fuffer 
them to go on at this rate. What, the devil! againft a 
member of the council !' — ^Petion took the warrant, read 
it, and returned it to him with a fmile : * Let them pro- 
ceed,' faid he : 'it will have a good . effed.* — * A good 
eflfeft !' replied Danton, examining the mayor's counte- 
nance with an earneft eye. * Oh ! ao, I can never fuffer 
it : rU find means to make them lifteji to reafon/ — And 
fo he did ; for the warrant was never carried into execu- 
tion. But who fo blind, as not to fee^ that the two 

* The refidcDce of the mayor. 
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Ihindred men were fent to the minifter of the home depa' 
ment by the devifers of the warrant ? Who fo dull, as 
not to fufped, that the failure of their attempt, by delay- 
ing the execution of the proje£):, might give time to paufe 
to thofe by whom it was conceived ? And who fo wantingr 
in penetration as not to perceive, in Danton's condud with 
the mayor, that of a confpirator endeavouring to difcover 
what effed fuch a blow would produce, or to afcribe the 
honour of having parried it to himfelf when once it has 
fiuled, or been rendered dubious, by involuntary delay. 

It was pail eleven, when the minifters left the coun- 
cil; nor was it till the next morning that we learnt 
the horrors, of which the night had been witnefs, and 
which flail contiued to prevail in the prifons. Diftrefled 
beyond meafure at thefe abominable crimes, the inability 
of preventing them, and the evident participation of the 

commune and the commandant general*, we agreed that 

there 

* Grandpre« who by his office is bound to give an account of the (late 

of the prifons to the minifter of the home department, had found their fad 

inmates in the greateft affright, in the morning of the 2d of September. 

He had taken various meafures to procure the liberation of many of them, 

aad had fucceeded with refpe^ to a confiderable number ; but the rumours 

that prevailed, kept thofe who remained in thegreateft confternation. That 

worthy citizen, on his return to the hotel, waited for the minifters at the 

breaking up of the council. Danton firft made his appearance. He went 

up to him, told him what he had feen, related the fteps he had taken, the 

requifitions made to the armed force by the rifinifter of the home department, 

the little regard appalrently paid them, the alarms of the prifoners. aitd the 

care which he, as minifter of juftice, ought to take on their account. Dan* 

ton, vexed at this unlscky reprefentation, cried out in his bellowing 

voice, and appropriate geftures : * J don t care a d n for the 

vrifoners : let them take care of tfaemfelves 1^ and walked away in a. 

sage. 
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there remained nothing for an honeft minifterto do, hot 
to denounce them in the moft public manner, to engage 
the affembly to put a ftop to them, to roufe the indigna* 
tion of all honeft men, to do away in this iraimer thi 
diihonour of eonfenting to them by fitence, and to cx- 
pofe himfelf, if need be, to the daggers of the affaffms, ia 
order to avoid the guilt and fliame of being in any way their 
accompKce.— ' It is equally true,' faid I to my hulband^ 
* that a courageous determination is not more confoaant 
to juftice, than conducive to fafety^ Firmnefs alone caar ■ 
reprefs audacit)^ If the denunciation of thefe enor- 
mides were not a duty, it would be an aft of prudence^ 
The people who perpetrate them muft neceffarily hate 
you, for you have endeavoured to obftruft their proc» 
ceedings : nothing remains for you now, but to inf|Mr^ 
them with fear/ Roland wrote to the affembly his le5- 
ter of the third of September, which became eqaaUy ce- 
lebrated with that he had addreffed to the king. The 

rage. That was in* the fecoDcT anti^chamber, id the prefence of twenty 
people, who (huddered at hearing fuch a favage fpeech from the minifter 
of juftice. Danton enjoys the fruits of his crimf», after having attained 
fscccfEvely the feveral dfegrees of influence r a»d perfecuted and prefcribed 
that probity, which declared war againft him, and that merit, of which ht 
dreaded the afcendancy : Danton is become our mafter. His voice go- 
▼crns the affembly ; his intrigues keep the people in motion ; and his genius 
ni(es the committee, falfely denominated, the commit^e of public fafety» 
in which all the power of the government refides. Thus diforder every 
where prevails ; the men of blood bear fway ; tbe moft rigid tyranny op- 
prefles the people of Paris ; and France, torn to pieces and degraded, un- 
der ftich a mafter, can no longer change its opprefTors. I feel his 1 and 
rWet the fetters that bind me, as I perceived hi§ infpiration in the firft at^ 
tack made upon rue by Marat It is incumbent upon him to ruin thofe wh^ 
know him> and refemble him not. 

/ affemblv 
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affsmbly were defighted, and ordered it to be primed, poft- 
ed up, and fent to the departments : it aj^lauded, as weak, 
teen appiatid afts of courage they cannot imitate, hut 
which afied their feelings, and infpire them with hope. 

I remember to hare read a litde work ftrqngly ari* 
ftocratic, pubKfhed fince that sera at London, I believe 
by Pelltier : the author is greatly aftohiihed, that the 
£une perfon, who had been fo audacioufly wanting in re- 
fy^ to his king, ihould afterwards difplay fo much 
jnftice and humanity. Either the fpirit of party muft 
render a man extremely inconfiftent, or virtue is fo 
icarce, that its very exiftence is become queftionable. 
The friend of freedom and his fellow-creatures holds in 
the fame thorough deteftation, and denounces with equal 
energy, the tyranny of a mob, and the tyranny of a king, 
the defpotifm of a throne, and the diforders of anarchy, 
the wiles of a court, and the ferocity of a lawlefs baa* 
ditti. 

That fame day, the 3d of September, a n\^n, formerly 
9l colleague of Roland, and^ to whom I had imagined I 
owed the civility of inviting him to dinner, took it into 
his head to bring with him the orator of the human race^ 
without giving me any notice, or enquiring whether it 
Would be agreeable. I cdnlidered his behaviour as attribu- 
table to the want of breeding of an honeft man, impofed 
Upon by the noify fame of the orator. I gave a polite re- 
ception to C/ofl/%, of whom I knew nothing but his bom- 
baft orations, and of whom I had heard nothing elfe un- 
favourable J but one of my friends on feeing him, whif- 
pered in my ear, * Your gueft has introduced to you an 
infiifierable parafite, whom I am forry to fee here.' 

TH£ 
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Th£ conveffetion turned on the events of the dzf^ 
Clootz attempted to prove, that they were indifpenfable 
and falutary meafures; made many common-place ob* 
fervations on the rights of the people, the juftice of thfjf 
vengeance, and its fubferviency to the happinefs of man^ 
kind; fpoke loud, and long; ate (liU more than he 
fpoke ; and tired more than one of his auditors*. Being 
foon after chofen a member of the convention, he return* 
ed occafionally of his own accord ; feating himfelf in the 
firft place, and helping himfelf to the nicefl: diflies, without 
ceremony. My extreme and cold politenefs, accompanied 
V9^ the care of always helping feveral perfons before him^ 
was calculated to make him fpeedily perceive, that he had 
been " weighed in the fcale, and found wanting.'* Hfe 
felt it, came no more, and revenged himfelf by calumnies^ 
1 fhould not have mentioned this contemptible fellow, but 
for the diftinguiftied part he afted amongft the flanderers 
of better men, and the art which he contrived to make 
federalifm a fcarecrow for fools, and to fet up as a title 
of profcription againft men of underftanding, who refufed 
to adopt his chimera of an univerfal commonwealth. 

The laft time he came to vifit me he mounted his hob* 

by-horfe, and rehear fed all his extravagancies concern* 

ing the poffibility of a convention formed of deputieg 

from every corner of the world. Some of the company 

anfwered him with a jeft, while Roland, tired of the 

noife and pedantry, with which Clootz maintained his 

opinion, and attempted to make converts to it, had the 

goodnefs to aflail him with a fyllogifm or two, and then 

turned away to another part of the room. The coiwerfa- 

tion cooled, and branched out into a variety of .fubjefts. 

Buzot, 
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Bu<zot, whofe folid underftanding never amufes itfelf Ton^ 
with attacking caftles in the air, was aftoniflied, that feder^ 
alifm ihould be treated as a heariay in politics. He obferved, 
iUi Greece, fo celebrated and fo prolific of great men and 
heroic a&ions, was compofed of fmall confederate repub<- 
fics : that the United States, whch in our days exhibit the 
moft intereftuig pidhire of a good focial organization, , are 
a Compofition^of the fame nature : and that Switzerland 
afforded a fimilar example. That at the prefent ^moment 
indeed, and in the adual fituation of Prance, it was im- 
portant for it to preferve its unity ; becaufe ki this way it 
pref^ted a more formidable mafs to foreign powers, md 
a fuiglenefs of adion which it was highly expedient ta keep^ 
up for the completion of thofe laws on which it depended 
for a conftjtution : that it could not however be denied ;, 
there would ever be a laxity in political bands, uniting ar 
Fleming and a native of Provence ; that it was difficult to^ 
diffufc that attachment, in which the ftrength of a repub- 
lic confifts, over a furface fo extenfive ; becaufe the love 
of our country is not ftriftly that of the land we inhabit,, 
but of the citizens with whom we live, and the laws by 
which they are governed, without which the Athenians 
would never have transferred their exiftence from their 
city to their fhips ; that we can never thoroughly love any 
but thofe whom we know ; and that the enthufiafm of 
men feparated by a diftance of fix hundred miles can never 
be general, uniform, and lively, like that of the inhabi- 
tants of a little ftate. 

These fage reflexions, cfteemed as fuch by moft of 
thofe who heard them, were reported and denounced by 

Clootz as a confpiracy to federalize France, and to 

detach 
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detach the dq>artments from Paris* He reprefented BU2ot 
as the moft dangerous of the confpirators, Roland as their 
chief, and the members who viiited me moft frequently 
as abettors of this liberticide proji^. I know not whether 
a madman like Clootz i)iiay have been lincere in his appre- 
henfions. I cannot perfuade myfelf of it ; but rather, that 
he faw, in the fabrication of his lie, an opportunity of 
revenging his vanity, offended at not being admired ; a 
fubjedt for declaiming in his own way, extremely fuitable 
to the turgidity of -his ftyle, and the diforder of his imagi- 
nation ; the occafion of injuring men, whofe reaibn muft 
neceffarily difpleafe him, and of making a conunon cauie 
with thofe in whofe vices he delights : even fuppofing him 
to have no fecret niiflion to embroil France, by the -help 
of extravagant patriots, in order to clear the way for his 
countrymen, the Pruffians. 

In the mean time the maffacres continued ; at the 
Abbey, from Sjinday evening till Tuefday morning ;. at 
the Force, ftill longer, and four days at Bicetre^ To my 
prefent abode, in the fit ft of thofe prifons, I am indebted 
for a knowledge of particulars, at which humanity ftiud- 
ders, and which I have not the heart to relate. One 
circumftance, however, I will not pafs over in filenoc, 
becaufe it helps to demonftrate, that it was a deep-laid 
fcheme. It is this : the police having a receiving-houfe 
in the Fauxbourgh St. Germain, where it depofits the 
prifoners which the Abbey cannot admit, when too much 
crowd«d, chofe Sunday evening for their removal, the 
very inftaut before the general maffacre. The affaflins 
were prepared, fell upon the carriages, which were five 

#r fix hackney-coaches, and with their fwords and pikes 

ftabbed^ 
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ftabbed, and murdered, all that they contained, in the 
middle of the ftreet, and unreftrained by their fad and 
heart-rending cries. All Paris witnefled thefe horrible 
fcenes, perpetrated by a%nall number of cut-throats : fo 
finall indeed, that they fcarcely exceeded a dozen at the 
Abbey, the gate of which was guarded by two national 
guards only, notwithftanding the requiiitions made to the , 
commune and the commandant. All Paris looked on — 
all Paris was accurfed in my eyes ; and I could no longer 
entertain hopes of the eftablilhment of liberty among cow- 
ards, infenfibleto the laft outrages that can be committed 
on nature and humanity, and coolly contemplating enor- , 
mities, which the courage of fifty armed men could have 
prevented with eafe. 

The public force was badly organized, as it is ftill ; 

for a lawlefs banditti, when determined to domineer, 
take care to oppofe all kind of order, that may obftrucb 
their proceedings. But is it neceflary for men to know 
their captain, and march in battalion, when called upon 
to fly to the afliftance of viftims who have the knife of 
the aflaffin at their breaft ? The faQ: is, that the rumour 
of a pretended confpiracy in the prifons, improbable as 
it was, and the aftefted annunciation of the uneafinefs and 
rage of the people, kept every one in a ftate of ftupefac- 
tion ; and made him believe, while trembling within doors, 
that it was the people who were the aftors : whereas, it 
appears from the beft accounts, that there were not two 
hundred villains concerned in the whole of thofe infamous 
proceedings. It is not the firft night, therefore, that 
aftoniflies me : but four whole days ! — and curious people 
went to the fpeftacle ! — ^No ! I know of nothing in the 

annals 
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umals oi the 010ft barbarous nadons^ comparable to ikoit 
atrocious a£t^ 

Roland's health was impaired by it% Ihe difturbance 
af the nenrom fjflenl was fo great, that his fioraach re» 
jefted every thing, and the bile, obftru^bed in its trourfe, 
diffufed idelf over the furface of the fldn. He grew yel* 
low and weak, but , retained his ufual a^vity ; a;n(| while 
unable to eat, or ileep, continued his labours without ia- 
termiffion. He was ftiU ignorant of a warrant having 
been iflUed againfl: him ; for though ic had come to my 
knowledge, I took great care to keep the fecret, as it 
could only have tended to feed an affedion that bad aU 
ready gained too much ground : fomebody, however^ I 
know not who, took it in his head to mention it 
the following week. It muft be confeffed, that it fome- 
times happened to him tp ftate the particular fad: infuch 
a way, that his enemies 'affefted to believe, his in- 
veighing againft thofe maflacres arofe only from the 
fears he had entertained of being comprehended in the 
number of the viftims ) while, in reality, to the juft 
horror, with which they had infpired him, he only join- 
ed his indignation, at having been included in the number 
of the profcribed. 

Dan TON was the man, who took the mofl pains to re- 
prefent Roland's oppofition to thefe events as the fruit 
of an ardent imagination, and of the caufelefs terror with 
which he was (truck. I always thought much might be 
inferred from that circumftance. 

History will no doubt preferve the infamous circular 
letter of the committee of vigilance of the commune, 
containing an apology for the September maflacres, 
and an invitation to perpetrate the like throughout 

PART I. <i^ France > 



( J^^ ) 

France ; a letter of which great numbers were diipatcfaed ' 
from the office of the minifter of juftice, and counter- 
figned by his own hand. 

Various circumftanceg concurring to fliew that the 
prifoners from Orleans^ whofe removal had been order* 
ed, and who were already on the road, could not be brought 
to Par^8 without danger, the minifter of the interipr gave 
orders, in conformity with the opinion of the council, to 
condud them to Verfailles ; and a numerous efcort was fent 
off for that purpofe. Men who affeded horror at the affaf- 
finations of Paris, contrived by means of that difguife, to 
make part of it, and were the direftors of the flaughter that 
took place on the arrival of the pififoners at Verfailles. 

The gold, filver, jewels, and other valuables, which 
abounded at that time in the prlfons, in confequcnce of the 
wealth and condition of their inhabitants, were pillaged, as 
may be fuppofed. 

And much more confiderable ftill was the plunder col- 
lefted by th^ members of the commune after the loth of 
Auguft, frbm the palace of the Tuileries, from the royal 
houfes in the environs of Paris, to which it fent commif- 
fioners, and from the houfes of private perfons who were 
termed fufpefted, on whofe property it had affixed its feal. 

The commune had received confiderable depofits, and 
had ordered the removal of confiderable treafures, and yet 
no account appeared ; nor could the minifter of the interior 
obtain the information he had a right to demand concern- 
ing thefe matters. He complained to the aflembly ; as he 
did of the negligence of the commandant-general, from 
whom he requefted in vain a more, numerous guard for the 

pod of the Garde'-meuble* In the mean time the brigands 

went 



f( 1*3 ) 

went every tesgth, maldng e forcible feisixreof 'mfi^^ 
^loe-bucklesy and ei^ivrings^ upon the boukv^rds^^ i^tnd im 
t{ie markel^placesy in open day. The affemhly, as ufual, 
commended the minifter's sseal : dire&ed him to make a 
report of the flate of Paris j and took no meafnres what- 
cven 

The robbery of the Garde-meuble was effefted, and 
millions fell into the hands of perfons, who would natu- 
rally employ them to perpetuate that anarchy frpm which 

• • • 

they derived their power. 

On the day that fucceeded this important theft, d'Eg- 
lantine called at our houfe at eleven ia the moyning ; 
d'Eglantine, who had never made his appearance there 
fince the matins of September j and who the laft time 
he came, told me, as if from a deep conviftipn of the 
critical lituation of France, that ' things would never ge 
well without a concentration of powers : the exjecutive 
council, faid he^ muft have the didatorfhio^ ^nd the 
prefident muft be the man to exercife it :*— -D'Eglantine 
did not find me at home ; fpr I had juft gone out with 
madam Petion. He waited two hours ; and at my re- 
turn, I found him in the court-yard. He walked ufr 
ftairs with me, uninvited j and flayed an hour and half, 
without being aiked CO fit down. He lamented in a hy- 
pocritical tone the robbery of that night, whicl^ deprive^ 
the nation of fo much real wealth ;. inquired, whether any 
information concerning the parties had been obtained; 
and wondered much at its not having been forefeen. He 
talked afterwards of Robefpier^e and of Marat, who 
had begun their attacks upon Roland and myfelf, as 

of 
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of hot-headed men, who iaiaft be permitted to go on ai 
then- own way, who meant well, were extremely zealonr, 
and took umbrage at every thing, but whofe condud: 
ought to excke no alarm. I let him talk on, faid rery little^ 
and tack care not to fpeak out* At length he withdrew^ 
and I have never feen him from that day to this ; nor could 
I ever clearly comprehend the purpoCb of this lingular vifit. 
It is a myftery that time muil unfold* 

iHAVEJuftfaid^ that Marat was beginning to flander 
US i and it fhould be faid alfo, that^ the moment the af- 
fembly had ordered a fum to he left at the difpofal of the 
minifter of the home department fof printing ufeful works^ 
Marat, who, the day after the loth of Auguft, had got 
Bis people to carry away four prefles from the royal printing- 
houfe, by way of indemnifying him for thofe which had 
been feized by the hand of juftice, wrote to Roland for 
fifteen thoufand Kvtes [[jT. Sif\^ to enable him to publifh 
fome very excellent things. Roland made anfWer, that 
the fum was too great to be delivered, without knowing 
the purpofe for which it was to be employed j but that if 
Marat would fend him his manufcripts, he would lay them 
before the council, who would determine whether it were 
proper to publifh them at the expence of the nation, Marat 
replied in a bad flyle, a thing he is very capable of, and 
fent a heap of manufcripts, the very fight of which was 
enough to frighten one. There was an eflfay on the chains \ 
of Jlavery^ and I know not what befides, bearing evident 
marks of the author's pen, which is chsuraflberifing them 
fufEciently. v" 

I HAD fomctimes doubted, whether Marat were not 

a fiditious 
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^"^iotis entity : but I ^vas then conmced, diat fvch « 

<% ^ >^ally exiled. I fpoke of him to Danton, tx^t 

iefireto fee him, and begged he?' would bring 

^ %oufe ; for monfters are deferring of attention, 

^ jfirous of knowing whether he were out 

^ o, or a well-prompted aftor. Danton declined 

^ a thing perfefHy ufelefs, and even difagreeable, fince 

»vould be only making me acquainted with an original 

like nothing elfe in the world. Judging from the manner 

in which he excufed himfelf, that he would not gratify my 

longing, even if I infifted on it, I pretended not to have 
been ferious in my requeft. 

The council decided, that Marat's manufcripts fliould 
be put into the hands of Danton, who would find means 
to fettle the matter in fome way or other. This was 
cutting the gordian knot, inftead of untying it. It did 
not become the minifterof the home department to ex- 
pend the public money in feeing a madman, nor was it 
prudent to make him an enemy : but a plain and dired: 
refufal from the council would have fet the queftion at reft* 
Entrufting this oiHce to Danton was affording him freih 
means of ingratiating himf<^tgith the mad dog in queftion^. - 
and of turning him loofe upon every body he might wiQi 
him to worry. 

Three weeks more had paffed away, and the bufinefs 
of Septembrizing was at an end. Marat had the im- 
pudence to poft up a demand of fifteen thoufand livres . 
from d'Orleans, complaining bitterly of the want of 
civi/m which Roland (howed by refufmg him that fum, 
and this when he had juft ftuck up a bill, in which I was 
attached by name. I was not to be fo deceived.— 

* This/ 
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^Thi^* &M I to my huftaad^ ^ is Danton all over : itk» 
teodiog to atttek you, be begins by provlmg round yoor 
houfe* With ^di his fenfe be has the folly to imagiae 
that I fhall be hurt by his abufe ; that I (hall take up 
juy pen \o anfwer it ; that he fhalt have the ple^ure of 
iHringing a woman forward upon the flage y and thu& ex« 
pofe the man to whom (he is allied to the fliafts of ridi*. 
cule. TheTe people may form a tolecietble opinion of my 

abilities, but are utterly incapable of judging of the temper 
of my foul. Let them continue their calumnies as long 
as they pleafe-*-they wiU never make me ftir a ftep, nor 
call forth my complaints, nor excite my uneaiineiiu 

Roland made his report concerning the ftate of Raris 
on the 22d of September- It was exad and fpirited : 
that is to fay, it depicted the diforders that had be^ 
committed, and the impropriety of fuffering auy longer 
the want of fuhordination that prevailed amoqg the conr 
ftituled aptb^itiies, a^d their dangeroua exercife of ar« 
bitrary poyrer. He did jufUce to the ^eal of the com- 
mune of the loth, and acknowledged the great fervices 
it rendered to the revolution on that important day : 
but he fhewed, that the pjoolpi^tian of revolutioixary 
meafures produced precifd^ the reverfe of what was 
hoped for ; fince tyranny was only deftroyed with a viev 
of introducing the rdgn of juftice and order, not lefs 
averfe from anarchy than frpm defpotifm itfelf ; he con- | 
eluded by pointing out the propriety and difficulty of ob- 
taining accounts from the commune, from which he had 
repeatedly demanded them in vain. 

The aflembly, found in its intelledl, but of a weak 
temper of mind, applauded the report, ordered it to be 

printed, 






( 1^7 J 

ptlated) pafTed a few infignificant decides, and redified 
nothing* It is fcarccly pdflible to conceive a fituation more 
painful, than that of a firm and upright mart, who, ^hllt 
at the head of an important department, appeariiig to pot 
fefs confiderable power, and lying under a heavy refpon* 
fibility, is obliged to be the daily witnefs of fliocking abu- ^ 
fes, of which the denunciation alone belongs to him, and 
which the legiflative authority drher wants means or cou- 
rage to reprefs. To cafliier the communcj to bidet a- 
new municipality to be elefted according to the forms ptt-' 
fcribed by law, to organize the public force, and to .have 
a commander appointed by the felons ; thefe were the 
only meafures capable of reftoring order, without which 
the laws would be appealed to in vain, and the convention 
would neceffarily become fubjeft to the municipal autho- 
rity, which defied all reftraint. In this ftate of things, t 
would rather have wifhed Roland to dedicate his talents to 
his country as a reprefentative of the people, than* as mem- 
ber of a council without energy, and minifter of a govern- 
ment without power. I did not conceal this way of thinking 
from a few perfons capable of eftimating it properly ; for 
as to the vulgar, they would never have been able to un- 
derftand how any one could prefer a modeft fituation to the 
*' pride, pomp, and circumftance," of a place in the mi- 
niftry j and for want of feeing the matter in a proper light, 
would have been apt to form very filly conjeftnres. 

The department of the Somme, in which Roland had 
long refided, eleded him a member of the conven- 
tion. This choice excited almoft univeifal regret. It 
appeared inconfideiate and abfurd to take froni the helm 
a man of integrity, courage and underftandirtg, whom it 

would 



C 128 ) 

would be difScuU to replace ; in order to put him ihto Aft 
aflembly, where fo many others might ferve the ftate by 
their votes as well as he, wkhout poiT^ffia^ equsd abilities* 
Roland faw no room for hefitation. He wrote to the a£> 
iembly in confequence, requefting that his place npght be 
filled up, and > pointing out the perfon whom he thought 
beft qualified to fucceed him. This news occafioned extra* 
ordinary agitation : great was the outcry on all fides ; and 
a motion was made, that he fhould be invited to remain in 
the miniftry. The convention had already formed itfelf 
into a, body, compofed of the great number of metnbers 
of the legiflative affembly who were re-elecled, and of the 
new members who arrived firft from the country ; or elfc 
the latter took their feats in the legiflative affembly. Which 
of the two was the cafe I do not perfedly recoUefl: at this 
moment, when I have no documents by me : but Danton 
was prefent*, and rofe to oppofe this invitation with 
great warmth. His impetuofity betrayed his rancour, 
and led him to fay many ridiculous things : among others 
that they ought to adddefs the invitation to me all8, as a 
perfon by no means ufelefs to Roland's adminiftration. 
Murmurs of difapprobation repelled the invidious in- 
finuation ; but the decree did not pafs, though the ge- 
neral wifh was ftrongly expreffed. Neither was the 
offer of refignation accepted, and Roland remained ftill 

* I remember that, for more than a month, he continued to officiate at 
the council while he went and voted in the afTembly. This concentra- 
don of power in one perfon appeared highly improper to Roland, who, du- 
ring the laft fortnight that Danton proceeded in this manner, kept away 
from a council, influenced by a man who had no longer any right to £t 
*crc* .^ 

free 
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10 his hoWe^ \o entreat him not to quit the mioiflry^ 
They prefll^d the matter ho^e to him, as si^ facrlficc hp 
owed to his country, and aifured him that the conventions^ 
when onf;:e complete, would bring the public affairs to ^ 
grwd and deciflye i0ue, which his fpirit ^nd a^vity would 
help to advance, and by which he would \?t (upported« 
Two days had pafled in thefe folicitations.i. when news was 
brought) that his eledion was Void, becaufe made in lieu 
of another errQneoufly fuppofed to be mill ; and that confe* 
quently he had no reafon to quit the miniftry. 

Accordingly he refolved to keep his place ; and wrote 
to the affembly in a courageous and dignified ftyle» which 
was crowned with the plaudits of the majority, and made 
his enemies tremble. His eledsen proved void in re^ 
lity, but this was a circumftance that Dantqn's parly en'% 
deavoured to conceal till he fhoutd have quitted the mi- 
niftry, in order that he might be thrown out of every 
fituation* That party no longer gave him any quarter ; 
every day produced fome frefli ^ack : Meat's journal^ 
pamphlets compofed for the purpofe, and denunciations at 
the Jacobins, kept repeating inceiTant calumnies and ateu^* 
lations, each more fliipid or more atrocious than its pre- 
deceifor. But effrontery and per fete ranee in things of 
this kind are fure to fucceed with a people naturally, 
fickle and fufpicious* They even went fo far as to inv- 
pute to him as a crime, whau ought to have procured 
him praife ; and had the art of infpiring honed men of 
weak rierves with alarm at that very folicitude, which 
tended moft to the fafety of the republic ; I mean hit 
care to inform the public mind. It requires no profound 

a IkiU 
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SuXin poNtics to know, that the ftrength of a government 
depends upon opinion ; and accordingly aU the difference 
Aat^exiAsin this rcfped between a tyraniucal adminiftra- 
tion, and one which takes jtifUce for its guide, is, that the 
fermeris employed wholly in contradting the Iphereof 
knowledge, and fuppreifing truth, while the latter makes 
k a rule to diffufe them as widely as poffible. 

The affembly rightly judged that the events of the loth 
^f Auguft would produce different impreffions, according 
to the prejudices or interefts of kidividuals, and the man- 
ner, in which they Ihould be reprefented, direfled a nar- 
rative of the fads to be drawn up, decreed that it fhould 
be printed, fupported it by the publication of all the do- 
cuments that tended to prove its accuracy, ordered the mi- 
nlfter of the home depat^ment to difpatch them to every 
fiart of France, and enjoined him to promote the writing of 
jfiimphlets conducive to the fame end. 

Roland felt that, in the circumftances ^f the times, 
the art of difFufing information needed improvement, and 
that it was requifite to^roduce a ftream of light, that 
might in fome meafure fupply the want of public in- 
ftruflion, ever too much neglefted. By means of the 
inquiries he fet on foot in the departments, he found out 
and retained a fmalfnumber of zealous and enlightened 
men, on whofe fidelity, in diftributing fuch writings as 
might be fent to them, he thought he could rely. He 
made it a rule to anfwer every bpdy, and to keep up a 
correfpondence with all the popular focieties, country 
clergymen, and private perions, who might apply to 
iiim* He fent to the focieties a circular letter, remind- 
♦ ' inj 



J 



C »^i ) 

l^thtiXk of the fptfit of th«ir inftitutfoii, and ^alB&g thtiim 
back to the fraternal care of inftruding and enlightening 
each other, from which they had but too great a tendenoy 
to depart, in order to debate on public meafures, and i» 
terfere with 'the government. He feleded from amoi^ 
his clerks three or four intelUgient men to carry on this pok 
iriotic correfpondertce^ and difpatch the printed tra£ts, isr 
truftiag the principal management to him among them 
who had moft feniibility of heart, ftri&nels of principle^ 
and amenity of ilyle ; and this correfpondence he friefjiient^'* 
ly animated by his own circular letters, didkated by ciTi^ 
cumftances, and always- breathing that morality, and 
couched in thofe terms of affedion, which engage men's 
hearts. It is impoflible to conceive the e^ccellent efied tha^ 
thefe things -produced v troubles of every kind fubfided^ 
the adminiftrative bodies executed their fun^ons with*M- 
gularity ; and five or fix hundred focieties, and a confideik 
able nund^er of country clergymen, ien^loyed themfelves 
with laudable zeal in diffufing inftruftion, and in attaching 
to the public weal mea hitherto occupied in their manual, 
labours, but at the fame time lofl in ignorance, and more 
difpofed to hug their chains, than to maintain that free* 
dom, of which they neither knew the extent, nor the 
fimits, nor die duties, nor the rights. 

This patriotic correfpondence is a valuable monijment, 
equally attefting the pure prindples and enlightened vigi- 
lance of theminifter, the good will of a great number of 
intelligent citizens, and the admirable fruits of wifdom, 
patriotiim, and reafon* 

In the thing itfelf, and m its effeds, lulpicious and 
jealous men faw lefs the triumph of freedom, the main- 
tenance 
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iiMiaiite of traiiquaiity^ and tile cMifolitladon ^ th^ 
]mblic, than the fame mid repiitation that imght accrue to 
the firft ihover. From that moment Roland was repre- 
fented as a dangerous man, virho had offtees rffuhtiifpirif ; 
fofen after as a corruptor of the people's opinions, and dt 
man ambitious of the fupreme power ; and laft of all, a^ 
a gonfpiraton 

All that was wanting was to read his writings, and 
tBXamine his correfpondcntie. The departments, that re- 
ceived his letters, anfwered him with their warmcft thanks ; 
but the banditti of Paris, always calumniating, and never 
proving any thing, excited by means of a thoufand ftrata- 
gems, a fort of diftruft in the public mind, which the ja- 
cobins feconded with all their power, for they were no 
longer fwayed by any body but the Dantons, the Robef- 
pierres, and the Marats. 

Not*. 

iSt. Pdagie, Avguft 8, 1795. 

MqR£ than two months have I been imprifoned, be- 
caufe I am allied to a worthy man, who thought proper 
to retain his virtue in a revolution, and to give in exaft 
accounts though a minifter. For five months he folicited 
in vain the pafling of thofe accounts, and the pronouncing 
of judgment on his adminiflration. They have been 
examined ; but, as they have afforded no room for 
blame, it has been deemed expedient to make no report 
on the fubjed, but to fubftitute calumny in its place. 
jRoland's aftivity, his multifarious labours, and his in- 
ftruftive writings, had procured him a degree of con- 
fideradon which appeared formidable j or fo at lead en- 

j vioua 
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%iMS nidi voidd fiainek, in order tOF^ cSbSb the ^^rol^ 
tof a IMA whofe integrity they dkteftecU Hit ruiaixras. 
refic^ved upooi and an attempt wa$ im^ to tike bim mt9 
cuftody at tkt tixAt o( the iiif4Atedi0ii <^ the 5.1 ft of May f' 
the €|ioch of the comf^^e . ddiafement i>£ the national ro 
prefentadon, of its violatioD^ and of the fticcefs of the dec^o* 
vif ate. He made his efcape, and in thj&ir fury thety faften- 
ed upon me ; but I &ould have been arrefttd at any rate $ 
for thcHigh our perfecutors know, tfaiit my name has^notthe. 
£ime influence as his^ they are perfoaded tfait mytemp^z 
is not kfs iirm^ and are aimoft equally deiirous of ipy ruin. 

Th£ firft paf t of my captivity I employed in writing. 
My pen proceeded with fo much rapidity, and I "w^ 
in fo happy a difpofition of mind, that in lefs than a 
nionth I had manufcripts fufHcienti to form a duodecimo 
volume. They were intitled Hiftorical Noticed, and 
contamed a variety of particulars relative to all the faQ:s, 
and all the perfons, connected with pd)lic affairs, that 
my fituation had given me an opportunity of knowing. 
I related them with ail the freedom and energy of my 
nature, with all the opennefs and unconftraint of an 
ingenuous mind, fetting itfelf above felfifh confidera- 
tions, with all the pleafure which fefults from defcribing 
what we have experienced, or what we feel, and laftly 
with the confidence, that, happen what would, the collec-^ 
tion would ferve as my moral and political teftament. 

I HAD completed the whole, bringing things down 

to the prefent moment, and had entrufted it to a friend, 

. who rated' it at a high price. On a fuddea the ftorm 

uurft over his head. The inftant he found himfelf put 

under arreft, he thought of nothing but the danger, he 

felt 
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fsit nothing bat the neceffity of averdng it, and intbcret 
cafting about for expedicatsiy threw my manufcript int^ 
the fire. This lofs diftrefled me more than the fevereft 
trials have ever done. This will eafily be conceived^ 
when it is remembered that the crifis approaches, that 
I may be murdered to-morrow, or dragged, I know not 
how, before the tribunal which our rulers em ploy to rid 
them of the perfons they find troublefbme ; and that 
thefe writings were the anchor to which I had com> 
mitted my hopes of faving my own, memory from re*- 
proach, as well as that (^ many deferving charadersw 

As we ought not, however, to fink under any event, I 
jball^nploy my leifure hours in fetting down, without 
form or order, whatever may occur to my mind.' Thefe 
fragments will not make amends for what I have loft, 
but they win ferve to recall it to my memory, and affift 
me in filling up the void on fome future day, provided 
the means of doing fo remain in my power. 



PORT RATS 



'j^<- 



( »35 ) 



PORTRAITS AND ANECDOTES. 



BuzoT. 

A MAN of an exalted mind) high fpirit, and impetuous 
courage, endowed with great fenfibility, ardent, mjeUn- 

choty, and ipidolent, cani^t but fometimes run into ex^ 
tremes. A great admirer of naturt, ^i^eding his imagi-- 
nation \yith all the charms ihe has to offer, and his mind 
with the principles of the moft amiable philofophy, he 
feems formed to tafte and to confer domeflic happinefs : 
he would forget the whole world in the placid enjoy- 
ment of private virtues with a heart worthy oT his own. 
But, thrown into public life, he attends to nothing but 
the laws of rigid equity, and defends them at all ha- 
zards. Eafily foufed to indignation againft injuftice, K 
aifails it with ardour, and is incapable of entering into a 
compofition with guilt. The friend of human nature 
fufceptible of the tendereft feelings, and capable of the 
fublimeft flights and moft generous refolutions, he loves 
his fellow-creatures, and, like a true republican, is ever 
ready to facrifice himfelf for fjieir .good : but a fevere 
judge of individuals, and cautious'fa felefting the objeftr 
of his efteem, he beftows his friendfliip upon few. This 

rcferve, added to the energetic freedom with which he 

expreflfes 
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^es faimlelf» has drawn upon him a ch^e of 
haugbtioefs} and made him many eaemies. Mediocrity 
Icarcely ever forgives merit; but vice detells add per^ 
fecutes that courageous virtue, which fets it at deBance. 
Buzot is the gentleft man on »rth with hit friends, but 
the roughelt adverfary a knave can have to do with. 
Wliile yet a young man, ihe'ripeneis of bis judgment, 
and parity of his morals, obtained him the efteem and 
confidence of his fellonr-cidzens. Their confidence and 
efteem were jcfUfied by his devotion to truth, and by his 
firmnefs and perfeverance in fpeaking it. Men of vulgar 
minds, who depreciate what they cannot attain, call his 
penetration a revery, his warmth 'pzS&on, his ^ong re- 
marlu fatire, and his oppofitioa to all vioteqk meafures a 
revolt againit thejip^brity. He was accufedof ro/a/i/m, 
becaufe he afferted, that morals were neceffary in a re- 
public, and that nothing Ihould be omitted that may tend 
to maintain or corre£t them ; of calumniating Paris, be- 
caufe he abhorred the maffacres of September, and afcrib- 
ed them to a handful of cut-throats hired by robbers ; 
of arifiocracy, becaufe he wifhed to call upon the people 

«> exercife its fovereignty by pafling judgment on 
ewis XVI ; of fedsrallfm^tzzv&z he infilled upon the 
maintenance of equality among all the departments, and 
oppofed the municipal tyranny of an overweening com- 
mune. Such were hiS crimes. He had his errors alfo. 
. Pofieffing a noblenefs of countenance, and elegance of 
fhape, he drelTed huiii^if, ijith that care, neatncfs, and 
decorum, which b.^tpff^^^Qve of order, a fenfe of pro- 
priety, and that rc^jMthtch a well-bred man owes to 
the public and to iflfflllf. 
Thus, wlKa thefcumof the nation put the hehn in 

the 
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h^nii of mefl, who made patriorifm confift in flattering 
the people, in order to miflead them ; in overturning and 
invading every thing, by way of procuring confequence and 
wealth ; in libellmgthe laws ; that they might govern ac- 
cording to their own difcretion ; in protefting licentiouf- 
nefs, as a mean of procuring impunity for their crimes ; in 
cutting throats, on purpofe to perpetuate their power ; and 
in fwcaring, drinking, and drelEng like porters, in order 
to fraternife with wretches like themfelves j Btizot ftill pro- 
feflied the morality of a Socrates, and retained the polite- 
nefs of a Scipio. — ^What a villain !— Accordingly the up^ 
right Lacroix, the Judicious Chabot, the gentle Lindet, the 
modejl Thuriot, the learned Duroi, the humane Danton, and 
their faithful imitators, have declared him a traitor to his 
country : they have had his houfe razed, and his property 
confifcated, as in former days Ariftides was baniflied, and 
Phocion condemned to die. I am afloniftied at their not 
palling a decree, making ifcfelony to remember his name. 
It would have been more confiftent with their views, than 
their attempts to preferve it coupled with epithets, that are 
difproved by the evidence of fafts. 

They cannot expunge from the page of hiftory Buzot's 
conduft in the conftituent alTembly ; nor fupprefs his judi- 
cious motions, and vigorous fallies in the convention. How- 
ever his opinions may be falfified by faithlefs journals, the 
principles by which they are fupported are ftill to be per- 
ceived through the difguife. Buzot frequently fpoke off- 
hand ; was indolent in other refpefts ; but never failed to 
ftand up againft all perverfe fyftems of politics, an5 every 
plan that appeared prejudicial to liberty. His report on 
the departmental guard, a projeO; fo much decried, con- 
.PART I. s tains 
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taios axgvxnenti thathavc never been anfwered* That can* 
c^-niag the law pxopofed agamft iuftigators to murder dif- 
plays the ibimdefl: policy, and a fpirit of philofophy, a^ true 
aft it is natural, and as itrong a$ the reafon by which it is 
vpheld. His propolal for the bamihinent oi the Bourbon^ 
k developed with precifion, fupported * by the n¥>fl: ac- 
curate reaibning, and writtea with equal elegance and 
feelingly .His opinion on the judgment of the king» 
vhile it aboumls with fa^ and <wgument9, i$ free fron;^ 
that declamation an4 irrelevance pf nutter in which fc^ 
many others indulged in their harangues upon that im- 
portant fubjeiS;. And kftly, his letters to his conftituents, 
Cif the 6th and a^d of January, depid his mind with fuch 
iruth a^ will make them long am obje& of attention. A 
few combatants of ICs ilrength might have g^ven the con* 
vention the impuMion which is wanted r but the reft of 
the mm of taknts, keeping themfclvc8| back as orafors for 
great Occalions, were too ncgkfftful of the petty warfare 
whigh was carried on every day % nor were they fuflGcient* 
ly aware of the tadics to which their adverfaries were for- 
ced by their mediocrity to refo rt. 



Petion^ 

A, TRULY honeff: and good-natured man, is equally 
mcapable of doing the lead thing repugnant to juftrce, 
of infitding the fligheft iiqury, or of giving the fmallefl 
uneafinefs to any one* In regard to hjmfelf, he can ne- 
gled: many things, but knows not how to refoie a favour 
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tft any perfoft in the wdrW. The fitffenity bf a good 
confcience, the mildtieft df an eitfy temp^r^ trfth irank- 
nefs and cheerfulndb, are depicted in h» toumenance^ 
He \ra§ a prudent mayor, and Mhful teptefentative t 
but he is too fanguihe, and too peaceable, to forcfee 
or to lay a ftorm. Sound judgment, good interttrons, 
and what is termed juftnefs of thought, are the charac- 
teriftics of his opinions and writing^, which bear ftronget 
marks of good fenfe than of talents. As an orator he is 
cold ; as a writer his Itile is loofe. An equitable mirif- 
Iter, and a good citizen, he was formed for the praftice 
of the focial virtues in a republic, and not to found a 
republican government among a corrupt people, who for 
foAie time idoHzed him, and then rejoiced at his profcrip- 
tion, as it that of an enemy. 

At the time of the conftituent affembly, durmg the 
fevifion of the laws, I was one day with Bttz^ot's Wift, 
when her hulband returned at a late hour from the 
affembly, and brought Potion with Wra to dinner. It 
-was at that period when the court affeded to tcdnfider 
them as faftious men, and defcribed them as intriguers 
entirely occupied in exciting difturbaftces. After din- 
ner, Petion, who was fitting on a large fofa, began to 
play with a young pointer, with all the eameftnefs of 
a child, till at length they both grew tired, and fell 
afleep in one another^ s arms. ITie converfation of four 
perfons did not prevent Potion from fnoring. * Db but 
look at that fower of fedition.^ faid Buzbt, with a fmile : 
* we were eyed aikance as we were quiting the hall ; and 
our accufers, very bufy about party intrigues themfelvcs, 
imagine that we are engaged in fimilar manoeuvtcs.* 

The 
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Thx circumftance, and the remark, h^ve often recor- 
red to my mind, fince thefe unfortunate latter times when 
Petion and Buzot are accufed and profcribed as royalifls, 
with as much reafon as the court then had to charge 
them with intrigue. Always alone with their principles, 
or affodating with none but men who profefled the 
fame, in order to difcufs their opinions^ they thought 
it would fuffice to contend obftinately for jufUce, to 
fpeak the truth conftantly, and to facrifice themfelves, 
or at leaft to run every hazard, rather than betray fo good 
a caufe.— ^And yet thefe are the men that are declared 
traitors to their country. 

I WILL here record a fa£l of fome confequence. It 
has been feen elfewhere, that during the firft patriotic 
adminiftration, it had been agreed upon^ that the mu- 
• nifter for foreign afiairs (hould take from the fund al- 
lotted to his department for fecret fervice money ^cer- 
tain fun^, which were to be put into the hands of the 
mayor of Pkris, as well for the police, which was re- 
duced to nothing for want of means, as for publica- 
tions to counteraft the influence of thofe of the court. 
Bumouriez having quitted that department, the matter 
was mentioned to d'Abancourt, that is to fay, as far 
as regarded the money wanting for the police alone. 
D'Abancourt would do nothing in it himfelf ; but pre- 
tended, that It was a bufmefs, which the king Ihould be 
brought to approve, and of which his majefty would 
not fail to fee the juftice. The propiofal was not at 
all to the tafte of the king, who anfwered in direft 
terms, that he would not buy rods to whip himfelf. 
In this h» fpoke fenfibly enough,, as he was not a fm- 

cere 
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cere friend to the conftitution ; and fuch an ahftvcr 
might have been expeded,* But . a few days after, La- 
- croix, the prefent colleague of Danton, in concert with 
whom he is plundering Belgium ; Lacroix, the perfe- 
cutor of honeft men, and the fovereign of the day, who 
then had a feat in the legiflative affembly, and who was 
know to frequent the palace, called upon Petion to proraifc 
him the free difpofal of three millions of livres,[;^ 125,000]] 
if h€ would employ them- in fuch a way as to fupport 
his majefty; a propofition which muft needs have beea 
TOore offenfive to Petion, in his charafter of mayor, 
than the other could have been to Louis XVL Ife 
Vas accordingly rejefbed, notwithftanding the peculiarly 
kind reception he met with at that very time from the 
king ; for being fent for to the palace, inftead of find* 
ing the monarch, whom he had never before feen alone, 
furrounded as ufual, he was introduced into his clofet^, 
iwrhere there appeared to be no one elfe, and where 
Louis XVI. laviflied upon him many marks of affabi- 
lity and regard, and even thofe little captivating, cajo- 
leries, which he had the art of diftributing at will. A 
flight ruftling of filk behind the hangings made Petion 
imagine that the queen was prefent without being vifible, -. 
and the careffes of Louis convinced him of his hypo* 
crify f he remained firm and honeft, without yielding to 
the king, who was trying to corrupt him, in like 
manner as, without flattering the people, he wifhed to 
appeal to them on the trial, ot that very king ; while 
Lacroix, who had ferved him, and had probably been 
well paid for his fervices, thought that he could not be 

too fpeedily condemned to die. 

Pache. 
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P AC HE* 

It has been faid with rcafon, that the talent of kftow^ 
ipg mankind is of the firft importance to thofe who go- 
vern^ their errors in that particular being always the mo(t 
fatal. But the eacercife of this talent, at all times fo dif^ 
ficult, becomes infinitely more fo in the time of a revolu* 
tion } there is befides a degree of hypocrify, by which it 
is no difgrace to be duped, fince a man mult be wicked 
himfelf to fufpeft its exiftence. 

In my youthful days, I bad met, at the houfe of one 
of my relations, a clerk in the poft office, of the name 
of Gibert, who poffeffed that mildnefs of manners which 
generally accompanies a tafte for the fine arts. Gibert^ 
a msm of cultimted mind, and An affectionate father* 
amufed himfelf with painting, made a fludy of niufic^ 
and by his ftrid profaity obtained the efteem of all hit 
acquantance. He was extremely attached to a man, 

his moft patticular friend, whole extraordinary merit he 
extolled with all the enthu^m of an affedionate heart, 
and with all the modefty of a peribn who thought hinifelf 
fer his inferior. I was fometimes in company with this 
friend ; m whom there was nothing remarkable at flrlt 
fight, but his extreme fimplicity. I had, however, no 
opportunity of forming a judgment of him, fbr I met with 
him but feldom, .and did not often fee Gibert himfelf ; I 
tfoHy learnt that his friend, who was Pache^ being 
enamoured of a country life, the only one fuited to his 
patriarchal manners, and in love with liberty, of which I 
his well-informed mind enabled him to eftimate all the ' 

advantages. 
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advantages, was about to refigq a gcntael place under 
the French government, to fettle with his family i» 
Switzerland* I afterwards learnt, that haviBg loft bis wife, 
and perceiving that his children regretted Paris, and that 
the revolution was paving the way for our national eman* 
cipation, he v had taken the refoluiion of returning ; and 
tbat being iatisfied with the independenee he had derivtod 
from the fale of his former property, and the fortunatcs 
purcbaib of a national eftate, he had fent baek the grant 
of a penfion to a quondam miniflier by iK^bofe intereiir it 
jhad been obtained; 

It was not neccffary to be often in Gibert^s company, 
Iknd to know his intimacy wkh Pache, to be informed of 
every thing that could be faid to the latter^s itdicantage^ 
In the month of Jamiary, 1792, he brought him to cuop 
houfe, and I law hitn from time to time. Pache, as I 
llave already obferved, wear& an appearance of ^ 9tmo(| 
modefty' It is fo great indeed, that yoa would be tempts 
to adopt the opinion he feems to entertain of hiinf(^|f» 
and take him for a thing of no great value. But in*adii: ia 
given him for that modefty, when it is difcovesred that be 
reafons well, and is by no means wanting i^ information* 
As he is extremely referved, and never imbofoms himfelf 
freely, people foon fufpeft him to know more than he feys^ 
und end with afcribing to him mioi^ merit than he poiTef-* 
fes, becaufe they were very near committing the injuftice 
cf allowing him nona A perfon who talks. licUe, liflens 
vith an ah- of intelligence to every fubjeA of dtfcuflion^ 
and ventures a few well-timed obfervationsy e^iAly paifes 
for a man of fenfe. Pache had made an acquaintance with 

Meunieurs and Mosge, bodi members of the acadomy of 

£cience$ ; 
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fti«nces ; and had helped them to form a popular fociety 
in the feftion of the Luxembourg, the objeft of which, 
they faid, was the diffufion of information, and the en- • 
couragement of patriotic fentiments. Pache was very 
aifiduous in this fociety ; and appeared to dedicate to his 
country, as a citizen, all the time which he did not devote 
to his children, and which intervened betweoi the puUic 
leftures, whither he attended them. 

I HAVE related clfewhere how Roland was called to the 
miniitry at the end of March of the fame year. The of- 
fices were filled with agents of the .old government^ 
little difpoled to favour" the new ; but they were ac- 
cuftomed to the routine of bufinefs ; and it would have 
been wrong to hazard unhinging the whole of a gr^at ma- 
chine, in thofe troublefome times, for the fake of changing 
a few clerks. Nothing more then was to be done but to 
keep a ftrid eye over them, and to make preparations for 
their removal in due time. But in the multiplicity of 
bufinefs, the daily current of which hurries a man in office 
along with inconceivable rapidity, it cannot be denied, 
that he may eafily commit himfelf, if he do not pay the 
mod fcrupulous attention to every thing, an attention which 
becomes infinitely irkfome, when the confequence of dif- 
fruft. In this fituation, Roland was defirous of finding a 
trufty man, whom he might have always with him in his 
clofet, and whom he might get to read over a letter, 
or a report, on any urgent bufinefs, Avhen other bufinefs 
ftill more urgent, would not permit him to revife it 
himfelf: not to make any alteration in the compofitit^ 
but merely to fee that the adverfe principles of 1^ 
clerks had not influenced the manner of ftating fads, 
•r drajving conclufions j a man, in fliort, who might 

^ be 
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it* trofted W feek for a partfciilar pap6t, -In a fbracaUtf 
office, or to dalirel" a verbal meflag^ oh any mattet of im- 
poftance. The idea 6i Pache 6cc\ltre4. Paqhe had beea 
a cletk in die Admiralty ; was well Acquainted with the 
routine of office ; polfeffed abilities, patriotifin, morals, 
which Would proculre a man in oflSce credit fot his appoint- , 
tnent^ and that fimplicity which never excites ill-\^inv The 
idea dppeaf ed excellent. It was irientioned to t^ache, who 
immediately expYelfedjche titmoft eagernefstb ferve Roland, 
fey iftaking hitnfelf ufeftil to the public weal ; bu'^ oncon* 
aition of prefervirig his independence, by taking nei; h jr title 
Hot falary. This was beginning well. It was fuppofed 
diat, when a hew arrangement fhould take place in the 
t)>ffice, k would be ^afy to fee for what ^he wa& p^ticularly 
fit ; and Pache came to Roland's clofet every morning at 
ieven, ^ith his morTd of bread in his pocket, and ft aid 
till three, whhout its being pcrfTihle to prevail on hini 
to take any thihg: attentive, ptudent, zealous, doing 
his duty diligently, making an obfe^vation, putting in a 
votd, to bring the argument back tb the point in queftibn, 
andfbcnhing Roland, who was forrietimes v«ed at the 
Atiftocratical contradidion of his clerks. 

RolAkd, whofe difpofition was ardent, and his feelings 
ftrong, rated the mildnefs and complaifance of Pache 
.▼ery highly, and treated him as a valuable friend : while I, 
graceful for the fervice I fuppofed him to render my huf- 
4band, laviflied oh him marks of efteem, and proofs oF 
attachment. The ftyle of Pache was a bad one : it did not 
do to fet him about compofing a letter : it was fure to be 
dry and flat ; but he was not wanted for that purpofe, and 
was ufeful on thofe occaHons which had been fuppofed to 
PART I. T require 
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require tbe fuperintendance of a trufty perfon. Our friend 
Servariy lately appointed minifter at war, ^ was alarmed at 
theifiomplication and dertogement of certain branches of 
hi^oepartment, and envied us Pache. ^ Let me have that 
honeft man,' faid he to Roland : ^ you have no further oc- 
cafion for him, you are above your bufinefs a hundred 
times over ; and now that the chaos of the firft outfet has 
aiTumed (hape and order, you no longer need the fuperin- 
tendance of another ; but as to me, I am overwhelmed 
with bufmefs, and in the utmoft want of perfons in whom 
I can confide.* — Thefe minifters were alfo of opinion, that 
fome fhare of capacity was wanting to fill a place, and 
that a man ought not to be employed without reafonablc 
grounds to fuppofe him poffeffcd of the neceffary qualifica- 
tions. Roland confented, and Pache, upon being confult- 
ed, yielded with as good a grace, on the fame conditions 
that he had made with Roland. After his bdng thrown 
into this fituation, we fcarcely ever faw him j but Servan 
/poke highly in his praife. 

A CHANGE in the miniftry took place. Roland kept 
himfelf fecluded from the world ; and Pache returned 
to his feftion. The tenth of Auguft followed foon af- 
ter ; and the legiflative affembly recalled the patriotic 
minifters. Roland arranged his offices ; and as Pache 
perfifted intiis refolutiori to retain his independence, Ro- 
land appointed Fepoul, whom Pache had introduced ; 
all intelligent, induftrious, and careful man, very well 
calculated for the accomptant department, dexterous 
in his conduft, never fetting himfelf up in oppo- 
fition to any one, and ever adhering to the flrongeft 
party. 

RoLANIJt 
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Roland, elefted a member of the convention, and 
^gufted at the horrors of September, was defirous qf re- 
dring from the miniftry ; and, knowing the extrem9\pm- 
barraffment the wifeft heads woiTld have been in to find 
him a .fucceflbr, thought he fliould render an effential 
fervice to the public by mentioning Pache. This he did 
with all the franknefs that belonged to his charafter, and 
all the warmth of a feeling heart, proud of acknowledging 
merit, wherever it femis to refide. ^ 

Pache, to whom he had not hinted his intention, and 
who had a little before refufed the fuperintendance of the 
jewel office, a place for which he propofed Rejiout^ whom 
Roland appointed upon his recommendation, appeared 
well fatisfied to remain his own mafter. He accepted, how- 
ever, a miffion from Monge for Toulon, repaired thither, 
and committed feveral adls of folly, as I was afterwards in- 
formed. 

£er van's health obliging him to quit the war-office^ 
Ae man whom Roland had recommended was appointed 
to fill that department, at the perfon on whom in point of 
principle the ftrongefi: depend ance might be placed, and 
who, as to talents, • could not but be fufficiently qualified 
for fuch a place* We wrote to Pache, to inform him of 
his appointment, and preffed him to accept i^ But this 
was in all likelihood unneceflary ; for, jealous a^ he was 
of his independence, he appeared not to have the leaft un- 
cafinefs concerning the burden about to be laid on his fhpuU 
ders, and took it up without hefitation. On his relj^n to 
Paris he came to fee us, and we talked with him fre^ on 
the difpofition of men's minds; of the party which the 

Parifian deputies were forming j of the enormities of the 

commune 'j 
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; of the dangers that appeared to thrtafen th^ 

lil r-y Oi iha convention, aad particuUrly of thofe, v^hic|% 
ini,,ht arifc /roiii the predominance of iaitDprjil and guilty 
men, vho only fought to acquire power in ojrder to efcap^ 
pu..ilini^nt or to gratify their pa^Sons ; of the order to bg 
^iUbiiibed in his department, and of our joy at feepg hinp^ 
in tlie council, where his prefenge would preferve a upion of 
will and fmglenefs pf aftion. Pache liftened to the effufi- 
ons of confidence with the filence of a. man who conceals 
Ijis own (entimentf ; oppofed every %>pinion of Roiand ^^ 
the council-table ; and came to fee him no i?iore. 

At firft we imagined, that this condud arole fronx 
a movement of felf-love, a fort of fear of appearing 
the creature of Roland. But I learnt, that this man, 
who never accepted the invitations of his colleague^ 
tijider pretence of the retirement in whicli the multi- 
plicity of his .bufinefs obliged him to Uve^ received 
I J^^e, Chabot, and other mountaineers at his table ; that 
he paid his court to their friends ; that he took theyp 
creatures into office, all of them, eitlip* m great knaves 
ai » ie valet in a comedy*, or fgnorant fellows, or in- 
triguers like themfelves ; and that honeft men began 
to murmur and defpair. I thought it right to try th(f 
only means that remained of opening his eyes, if he 
were merely mifled, or of pulling away the mafk if he were 
really afting with ill faith. I wrote to him then on 
the 1 1 th of November, in a friendly ftyle, to commu* 
nicate to him the murmurs that began to prevail, the 
caufes to which they were owing, and what his own in- 

* In the old French comedies, the lackey lainyariajbly a knavift buffi^oa, 
who fiicks at notl^ng* Tranf, 

tcreft 



tmft fcemed to tequiret I r^n^nded him of what ha4' 
been l^id ia confidence on bis entrance intp the miiuftry } 
^d I add^d a word or two concerning the unequivocal fen-^ 
timent3 we had expreffed, the unanimity they promifedn 
and the prefent ft^te of things, fo oppofk^ to what thef ' 
would hi^ve led one to expeft. 

Pache made me not th^ fmalleft ^nfwer ; and we foon 
after heard that his fir ft clerks Haffenfratz, Vincent, an4 
the reft (miforahle beingd, >^horn I would not mention, had 
pot theii (snormities allready infured ?h^ir names a place 
in the hiftory of the popular commotions of thefe latter 
times) WiEirci declaiming at the jacobins, and elfe where 
againft Roland, and holding hinpi up as the enemy of 
the people. There could no longer then be any doubt 
but that Pache was feeking his downfalL The atrocity 
and bafeneis of this conduct &lled me with indignation and 
contempt : fentimentSj in which I was beforehand with fe«-^ 
veral who bad become acquainted with Pache by means of 
H9y and who were the]> inclined to charge me with len 
vity, though th^ir averfion to the man has fince exceeded 
mine. The peculation, or the profufe expenditure at 
kaft, that todt place in the war department during hii 
s^dminiftration, was horrible ; every thin^ was diforgan-. 
ifed, owing to the bad choice of the perfons employed ; 
it was proved, that regim«3bts reduced to a finall num- 
ber of men were paid as if complete ; it was not only 
impoffible to furnifli an account, but even to imagine 
the means of doing fo, for more than 130 millions of 
livres [near iy6 milBons and a half fterling]]. In the 
twenty.four hours that followed his difmiffion, rendered 
indifpenfable by fo much mifchi^f, hje filled up: fixty dif- 
ferent places, with all the perfons he knew of who were 

bafe 
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bafe enough to pay their court to him, from his fon-m-IaTi% 
who from a 'curate became commiffary-general with a 
ialary of 19,000 livres CjC'7921 to his hair-dreffer, a black- 
guar4 boy of nineteen, whom he made a mufter-mafter, 
Thefe are the exploitsr which the people of Paris rewarded 
by calling him to the mayoralty, where, fupported by the 
Chaumets, Heherts, and other tatterdemalions, he favour- 
td the oppreiEon'of the legiflative body, the violation of 
the national reprcfentation, and the profcription of all 
virtuous men, and thus helped to feal the ruinp of his 
country. * 

And this was the man who was in fearch of a free- 
country, who gave up penfions, and reftifcd a place ! 
But Pache went into Switzerland, where his family 
originally refided — (a circumftance that enabled his fiither 
to keep a great man's door at Paris*,) hoping there 
to lead a more agreeable life, than in a place 
whieh reminded him of the obfcurityof his biith ; and 
Pache received from Caftries a penfion, which bore 
witnefs to the ftate of dependence that he had lived 
ifi at his houfe, and might have excited fufpicion, when 
the nobles and minifters of the old government were 
objeds of perfocution. This was a part of his hiftory, 
which I was unacquainted with, and which is no way in- 
confiftent with Pache returning to France after the tak- 
ing of the Baftile, currying favour in a little popular 
fociety well contrived for the acquifition of influence, 
obftinately rcfuling fecond-rate places, but not hefitating 
a moment to become a member of the council, and 

* The reputation of the Swifs for probity was fo great in France, that 
ftH the noblemen had them in their fcrvice as porters. A porter and a 
Swi& became at laft fynonimous words* ^ranf^ 
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take upon himfelf that department in the adminiftradoH^ 
-which circumftances rendered moft important. He is in 
politics the TartuflFe* of Moliere. 

Whilst I am writing this, Biron is confined in the 
prifon that I inhabit. Towards the end of Pache's mi- 
niftry, Biron qame to denounce him to the affembly, 
and was cp nfequently provided with documents capable of 
proving his mifdemeanours. Biron met with him ; was 
feduced by his air of fimplicity ; perfuaded himfelf that he 
had erred rather from unfkilfulnefsthan difhonefty ; thought 
it cruel to b^ing a man to the block who might have been 
deceived ; relinquifhed his defign ; and then mentioned it 
to Pache himfelf. Pache came to an explanation ; contriv* 
cd to wheedle Biron out of all the information and docu« 
ments that related to the complaint of which he was the 
objed ; and then had him fent to the army of Italy, where 
he was left deftitute of every thing. Biron obtained fdme 
advantages ; they were never mentioned ; he made com- 
plaints ; no attention was paid to them : time ran on $ the 
evils increafed : he grew urgent : an order was fent him to 
repair to Paris : as foon as he arrived he was taken intt 
cuftody, and confined at St. Pelagie. In this ftroke he re- 
cognizes the hand of Pache, and has no doubt as to the 
the tyrant by whom he is opprefied. 

* A confmmmate hypocrite. 7ranf* 
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« GuAD£T and Gensonnb 

Lov£ toch other, pl-obably becamfe there is tio rdfetft* 
fembknce between them. Guadet is as impetuous ^s Gen« 
fonn^ is cool : but the violent fallies of his fiery temper 
are never fucceededby malice ; nor is his foui fufceptible 
of an intention to offend. Nature has made Guadet an 
curator ; Genfonne has made himfelf a logician. The oni5 
frequently lofes, in deliberating, the time which ihould 
be employed in afUon : the other diifipates, in bold, but 
ftiort and tranfient, flights, that warmth, which ought 
fotnetimes to be concentrated, and always to be longer fup- 
ported, in order to produce a durable effeft. 

Guadet had brilliant moments in each of the t^o 
affemblies, the legiflative and conventional : they wer^ 
owing to the afcendancy of honcfty, feconded by ta- 
lents : but poffeffed of feelings too ftrong to keep up 
a long ftruggle without tiring, he has drawn upon him- 
felf the hatred of the wicked, without' exciting much 
of their fear ; nor did he ever attaiti the degree of influ- 
ence which his enemies were £Gind of aforibing to him, 
in order to render him an objeft of diftruft. Genfonne, 
ufeful in debate, which, however, he has the fault of 
drawing out to too great a length, took an aftive part 
in the committees, and drew up part of the plan of 
the intended conftitution. His fpeech on the bufinefs 

•f the king is enlivened by farcafUc ftrokes, to which 

an 
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an apparent coolnefs gave an edge, and which the fons of 

1 

the mountain will never forgive. 

Both of them tender hufbands, good fathers, excellent 
citizens, virtuous men, and fmcere republicans, they 
only funk under the accufation of the confpirators, becaufe 
they did not even know how to coalefce in favour of the 
good caufe, the only one for which they contended, and 
for which they deferved to live. 



Vergniaux 

Was perhaps, the moft eloquent man in the aflembly. 
He did- not fpeak without preparation, like Guadet : but 
his'made fpeeches, of great argumentative ftrength, full of 
fire, abounding in matter, refpleadent with the moft beauti- 
i^l forms of oratory, and fupported by a dignified delivery, 
may ftill be read with the greateft pjeafure. 

And yet I love not Vergniaux : he appears to me a phi- 
iofopher totally abforbed in felf. Difdaining mankind, no 
doubt, becaufe he knows them well, he gives himfelf no 
concern on their account : but with this way of thinking, 
a man fhould keep out of all public employs ; if he do not, 
his idlenefs become? a crime ; and in this refpeft Vergniaux 
is highly culpable. What a pity, that talents like his 
fhould not have been employed with the ardour of a man 
devoted to the public weal, and with the perfeverance of an 
aftive mind ! 

\. 

GRANGENEUVg ^• 
PART I» U • ' 
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Gran gen eu ve 



Is the beft of men, with a countenance of the leaft 
pronufe. His underftanding is of the common level j but 
his foul is truly great : and he performs noble adions.with 
fimplicity, and without fufpefting how much they would 
coft any other but himfelf. 

In the courfe of July, 1792, the condud and difpo(i^ 
tion of the court indicating boftile defigns, every one 
talked of the means of preventing or fruftrating their 
execution. On this fubjcft Chabot faid, with that ardour 
. which proceeds from a heated imagination, and not from 
ftrength of mind, that it was to be wifhed that the 
court Inight attempt the lives of fome of the patriotic 
members, as it would infallibly caufe an infurref^ion 
of the people, the only mean of fetting the midtitude in 
motion, and producing a falutary crifis.. He" grew warm on 
this head, on which he made a copious comment. Gran- 
geneuve, who had liftened to him without faying a word ia 
the little fociety where the difcourfe took* place, embraced 
the firft opportunity of fpeaking with Chabot in private* 
* I have been ftrack with your reafom,* faid he : ^ they are 
excellent : but the court is too cunning ever to afford u« 
fuch an expedient. We muft make it for ourfelves. Find 
you bot men to ftrike the blow ; and I will devote myfelf 
as the viftim/ — ' What ! you will * * • * ? — ' Certainly. 
What is there fo wonderful in that ? My life is of no 
HJfeat utility : my perfon of little account : I (hall feel 
the greateft pleafure in offering myfelf up as a facrifice 

for my country s good/ * Ah, my friend, you (halt 

not 
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not fall alone :' exclaimed Chabot, with a look of enthufi* 
afm : * I am determittied to fliare the glory with you.*— 
* As you pleafe : (me is enough : two may be better. But 
there will be no glory in the bufinefs ; for it is necef&fy 
that it remain a fecret to all the wc^rld. Let us then devift: 
the means of execution.* 

Chabot undertook to provide them ; and a few days 
after informed Grangeneuve, that he had found fit inftru- 
ments for the purpofe, and that every thing was prepared. 
^— * Very well : let us appoint the time. We will repair 
to the committee to-morrow evening ; I will leave it at half 
after ten : we muft go through fome unfrequented (Ireet, 
in which you will take care to have your people - polled. 
But let them mind what they are about. It is their bufinefs 
to Ihoot us properly, and not to make us cripples for life.' 
—The hour was fixed, and every thing was agreed upon. 
Grangeneuve went to make his will, and arrange fome 
domeftic concerns, without any buftle ; and was punc- 
tual to the appointment. Chabot did not make his appear- 
ance. The hour elapfed, and no Chabot came ; whence 

Grangeneuve concluded he had glv«i up his defign of par- 
ticipation ; but fuppofing that the projeft held good as ta 
himfelf, he fet oflF, took the road agreed on, walked with 
meafured fteps, met nobody on his way^wa&ed back 
agam, for fear of any miftake, and was obligd^tigeturn 
home fafe and found, much difpleafed at having liSl^e all 
his preparations in vain. Chabot faved himfelf from re- 
proach by fome paltry excufe, taking good care not to de- 
part from the ufital poltroonery of a prieft, or the hypocri- 
fy of a capuchin friar* 

Barbaroux, 



Barbarou^i 

Whose features no painter would difdain to copy 
for the head of an Antinous, aftive, laborious, ingenu- 
ous, and brave, with the fiery fpirit of a youthful Mar- 
feillois, was deftined to become a man of merit, and a 
citizen, equally ufeful and enlightened. Enamoured of 
independcqie, proud of the revolution, rich in acquired 
talents, capable of afliduous attention, habituated to ap- 
plication, and thirfting after fame ; he is one of thofe 
men, whom a great politician would feek to attach to 
himfelf, and who was made to flourifh and diftinguifli 
himfelf in a happy republic. But who can venture to 
fay, to what a degree injufticc, profcription, and misfor- 
tune, may reprefs the generous efforts of fuch a mind, and 
how far it may tarnifli its good qualities ? Moderate fuccefs 
»rould have encouraged Barbaroux in his career, becaufc 
he is fond o^faxne, and poffeifes every qualification ne^ 
ceffary to procure him reputation : but the love of pleafurc 
is at hand : and if once it take the place of glory, in con- 
fequence of difappointment or difguft, it will debafe an 
excellent temper, and turn him afide from his nobleft 
deftinationii 

During Roland's firft adminiftration, I had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing feveral letters from Barbaroux, addreffed 
rather to the man than to the minifter, and intended to 
enable him to judge of the means it would be proper to 
employ, in order to keep ardent and irritable minds, like 
thofe of the department of the mouths of the Rhone, in 
the paths of duty. Roland, a ftricl obferver of the la\v, 
and like the law fevere and inflexible, was incapable of 

fpeaking 
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fpeaking more than one language, when charged with its 
execution. The admhriftrators had gone a little aftray : 
the minifter had chidden them with feverity ; and their 
minds were irritated. It was then that Barbaroux wrote 
to Roland, to vindicate the purity of his countrymen's in- , 
tentions, ci^cufe their errors, and to make Roland under- 
(land, that gentler methods would bring them back to 
fubordlnation with greater fpeed and effect. Thcfe letters 
were diftated by the beft intentions, and by fuch con- 
fummate prudence, that when I faw their author, I was 
aftoniflied at his youth. ' They had the effeft they could 
not fail to have upon an 'equitable man, who fought only to 
do good : Roland laid afide a little of his aufterity, affum- 
cd a tone rather brotherly than minifterial, brought theMar- 
feillois back to rheir duty, and gave .Barbaroux his efteem. 
After Roland quitted the miniftry, we faw him more 
frequently. His open difpofition and ardent patriotifm 
infpired us with confidence. It was then, that, reafoning 
on the bad ftate of affairs, and on the danger of feeing 
defpotifm revive in the north, we formed the conditional 
projeft of a republic in the fouth. — * That will be our lafl: 
ftake,' faid Barbaroux with a fmile: 'but the Marfeil- 
lois who are here will prevent our recurring to fuch an ex- 
pedient. — ^From that fpeech, and fomc others of a like 
tendency, we conjeftured, an infurreftion was in agitation ; 
but as his confidence did not lead him to be more com- 
municative, we alked him no queftions about the matter. 
Towards the latter end of July, he almoft entirely difcon- 
tinued his vifits ; telling us, the lafl: time he called, it would 
be wrong to judge of his fentiments in regard to us from 

any prcfumpcion furnifhudby his abfence, as it was merely 

meant 
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moAt to keep us out of harm's way. After the tenth 
Augoft he returned to Marfeilles, and came back a memfai 
of the national convention, where he did his duty like 
man of courage. Many of his printed fpeeches difpl 
excellent argumentation, and confiderable knowledge of i 
adminiftrative department of commerce : that on the fi 
ply of provifions, excepting the work of Creuze-la-ToucI 
is the beft thing of the kind. But it would be neceffa 
for him to labour if he would become an orator. 

Th£ lively and aflfedionate Barbaroux is attached 
the delicate and fufceptible Buzdt :. I ufed to call the 
Nyfus and Euryalus* May they meet with a bettfer h 
than thofe two friends ! Louvet, more acute than Barl 
roux, more gay than Buzot, and in goodnefs of heart eqi 
to either, is intimate with both ; but more palticulai 
with the latter, who ferves as a link to conned him wi 
Barbaroux, of whom Buzot's natural gravity makes hi 
in fome fort the Mentor. 



L o U V E T, 

With whom I became acquainted during Roland 
firft adminiftration, and whofe agreeable fociety I fh 
ever covet, may fometimes chance, like Philopoeme 
to pay forfeit for his mean appearance. Little, ilcnd( 
ihort-fighted, and negligent in drefs, he feems of : 
confequence to the vulgar, who remark not the nob! 

nefs of his forehead, nor the fire which animates his c} 
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and features ij^on the utterance of aiv important trtt^^ 
« generous fentiment, a wkty faying, or a refined piece 
of raillery. His pleafmg novels, where the graces of 
iptiagination are combined with fluency of ftyle, philofo- 
phicaV remarks, and attic fait, are known to all men of 
kttert, and to all perfons of tafte. Politics are indebted 
to him fox more ferious works, the matter and manner 
of which bear witnefs alike to the goodndfs of his head 
and of his heart. . He has Ihewn, that his able haad caa 
alternately jingle the bells of folly, hold the burin of hif- 
tory,^and launch the thunders of eloquence. It is im- 
poffible to unite more wit with kfe pretenfion and greater 
good-nature. Bold as a lion, fimpk as a child,, a man of 
feeling, a good citizen, and a vigorous writer ; be can 
make Cataline tremble in the fenate, dine with the graces, 
andfup with Bachauraont*. 

His Philippic, or Rebefpierride^ deferved to be pro- 
nounced in a fenate pifed of energy to do juf- 
tice. His Con/piracy rf the loth of March, is another 
piece of value to the hiftory of the times. His Sentinel 
is a pattern of that kind of bills, and daily inftrudions 
intended for a populace, whom it is meant to inform as 
to faas, without .ever influencing them uplefs by the 
force of reafon, moving them unlefs for the good of all, 
or infpiring them with any affeftions but fuch as do ho- 
nour to human nature. It is an excellent contraft to 
•thofe atrocious and difgufting papers, whofe coarfe ftyle 
and filthy, expreflions are well fuited to the fanguinary 

• A famous French wit, who, in concert with la Ghapelle, wrote a cele- 
brated account, io profe and verfe, of an excurCon they made Wgother. 
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ctodxiiie and impure falfehood for which they ferve as a 
common fewer ; the impudent works of calumnyy' of 
which intrigue pays the hire to impofture, in order to 
complete the ruin of public morals, and by means of which 
the gentled people in Europe has had its difpofition per- 
verted to fuch a degree, that the peaceable Parifiaas, whofe 
kindnefs of heart was proverbial^ are become the rivals of 
thofe ferocious pretorian guards, who fold their votes, their 
lives, and the empire to the beft bidder. Let us difmife 
thefe fad images, and turn our attention to tlie Obfervaikns 
an Si. yuJPi Report againji the confined Deputies y by a Society 
rfGirondinesj printed at Caen the 13 th of July. In it I re- 
cognized the ftyle, the acumen, and the gaiety of Louvet : 
it is Reafon in difliabiile, fporting with Ridicule, without 
laying aiide her ftrength or dignity. 



^ Lazowski, 

APoLANDER by birth, came to France no one kilows 
how, deftitufe of all fortune ; but being rich in the in- 
tereft of the duke of Liancourt, either becaufe related to 
fomeperfon in hisfervice, or becaufe connefted with him 
in fome other way, Lazowflci obtained the appointment of 
infpefkor of manufaftures. 

It was one of thofe very inferior offices 6f adminiftra- 
tion which conferred no authority ; of which the falary 
was moderate, and the duties fuch as to require nothing 

but 
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bfast honefty, and a certain fitare of merit ; wliich ton^ 
gently feemed to fiiit every body, or for which every 
ene at leaft thought himielf fit. Thofe places were, in 
the gift of the . king's council, on the prefentatlon of 
the minifter of the finances, and were fubordinate ta 
ihe fup^intendant^ of trade, petty mdgiftrates of mighty 
pretenfions, who give themfelves great aks of impor*^ 
lance ; who like many others obtained credit from the 
publi<: on their own report } and who in reality, £paiit 
multitude of aifairs that came before them, had exten«< 
five connexions, and gave audiences, at which, fome* 
times, men of the firft rank did not difdain to attend. 

Lively, enterprifing, and pafling himfelf off for a 
man of underftanding, Lazowiki had perfuaded his pa^ 
tron, that it was not fitting for fuch a man to remain a 
fimple infpedor Qf manufaftures. It is true, that, in 
order to find him employment, an infpedorfhip had been 
created at Soiffons, where there was fcarcely any rnanu* 
£a£lure but of priefts, and fcarcely any objefts of infpec- 
tion except nuns; for it was a town as full of convents as 
deficient in induftry, and deftitute of all commerce but 
that of the abfolute neceffaries of life. Mr. de Uancourt, 
who was led to deiire the promodon of his dependant 
by the vanity common among courtiers, was further 
impelled by the native. excellence of his heart. He was 
preffing with the minifter, and ftill more fo with the fu- 
perintendants of commerc^ j for the fecondary agents are 
always the really effeftive men. Calonne was compt- 
roller-general : he had an inventive mind, and was ready 
at taking up ingenious ideas. The creation of a travel- 
ling iufpeftorfhip was devifed. That was no effort of 
FART I. X genius, 
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genius, fince fuch a place had already exifted, and it% in- 
utility had been acknowledged : but it will readily be 
admitted, that the fecond creation was not without a mo-* 
tive, fince it afibrded the means of obliging a man of 
confequence, while the number of places, which amount- 
ed to four, gave the operation fomething of the appear- 
ance of an affair of ftate, to fay nothing of the advantage 
of three places remaining for favour and intrigue. They 
were foon filled. Salaries of 8000 livre8^[]333l. 6s. 8d.] 
a year were given them ; a refidence in Paris four 
months out of twelve j excurfions through the provinces 
during the remaining eight ; the right of fuccecding the 
infpeftors-general on their deceafe, and permiffion to 
iblicit gratifications in proportion to the length of their 
journies and the importance of their fervices. It is true, 
that this fa]:^>ed the foundation of an inftitution, the 
fpirit of which was excellent. It deprived the infpeAors 
of the generalities of the hope of arriving at the infpeftor- 
generalfliip by merit or feniority : it difcouragcd them, 
by fending into their refpeftive departments men for the 
mod part ftrangers to the bufinefs : and it deprived the 
minifter of the poflibility of being well-informed of the 
ftate of arts, manufa^ures, and commerce ; and in fiiort 
of all the objects of induftry ; of which it was natural 
to expeA a much better account from men fettled in the 
feveral generalities for that purpofe, than from thefe 
birds of paffage, employed in running over them all. 
But the views of the old government did not extend fo 
far : and who knows whether the individuals who com- 
pofe the new, are of a more capacious mind, or more 

difinterefted fpirit* 

This 
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This happenedin thefpringof 1 784, whmlwasf brought 
to Paris by family affairs. I heard mention made of a 
change in the infpedions ; and I learnt, that the infpec- 
torftiip of Lyons, given up by the ambitious BrifTon for 
a travelling one, was conferred upon a very young man; 
I rcflefted, that Roland was always looking forward to 
his retirement, and intended to, aflc for it, as foon a* he 
Ihould finifh his labours in the Encyclopedia, that he 
might go into his own country, forget Paris, and the 
meanneffes to which a man muft ftoop for the preferment 
that was refufed to merit. I thought it would be better 
for him to go home with a place, than without one ; and it 
occured to me, to folicit the exchange of that of Amiens, 
where we then were, for that of Lyons, which would 
fix him in his own country. This trifling favour I fupu 
pofed would be readily granted to an old fervant, whofe 
knowledge, and whofe difpofition efpecially, the fuper- 
intendants of commerce dreaded enough to be pleafed 
with his fCmoval. The commiflions were already made 

out. I ftated my reafons with all the advantage a 

woman had in thofe days in dealing with people who 

piqued themfelves on their politenefs : on the other hand 

were ftated the objedions, which I frankly rated at their 

due value ; and I obtained the place, almoft as foon as 

my huftand was informed of the requeft, I had thought 

fit to make. 

In the public offices who fliould I meet with but La- 

zowfld, then a fine gentleman, his hair well powdered, his 

clothes well put on, affefting a little ftoop in his fhoul- 

ders, walking upon his heels, fporting d^sp ruffles, giving 

himfelfin fhort, thofe little airs of confequence>. which 

were then taken for claims to confideration by fools, an4 

laughed at by men of fenfe* Thb 
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Tub conffitucnt afTembly, by overthrowing the n 
bility and fapprefling the infpedoiiUpSy deprived L 
eowiki at once olf his place and of his patron. Not d\ 
ing to hope for a penfion, which muft have been reduc 
to nothing*, confidering the fhort rime he had been e 
ployed, and finding himfelf without a Ihilling, he becai 
a patriot, comb^ the powder out of his greafy loci 
made fpeeches at one of '^be fedions,. and turned fai^ 
culotte in good time, flnce be was really m danger 
wanting breeches. 

Possessed of vigour, confiderable remams of youth, 
thundering voice, and an excellent turn for intrigue, 1 
ibon diftinguifted himfelf, and was appointed a capital 
dequartier m the national guard. In that quaKty 1 
faired on the loth of Auguft, and boafted much o\ tl 
dangers of U^e day, like many others who mixed in tl 
tumult CO reap fome profit, and afterward flood bold 
forward as the faviours of their country. But his e: 
ploits date from the 2d of September, and from the a 
tivity he contriijfed to keep up in the feftion of Finifter 
to 'which he belonged at the maflacre of the priefts \ 
St. Firmin* He was of equal utility in difpatching tl 
prifoners from Orleans. 

He had occafion to come, as deputy of his fedion, t 
the hotel of the minifter of the home department, whei 
I faw him, and had an opportunity to obferve his after 
ifhing metamorphofis The pretty gentleman, with hi 

* Iq fettling the amount of pienlions for difcarded placemen, the con 
ftituent afTembly eftabli/hed a maximum and minimum, with intermediat 
degrees, according to^ xhtkt length of fervice ; tut gave nothing to thoi 
who had not been employed a certaun number of years. Ttanf. 

affefte< 
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afFed:ed fmiles, had afTumed the favage aiped: of a furi- 
ous patriot ; the purple face of a drunkard ; and the 
haggard eye of an aflaffin. 

Db AR to the Jacobins, who well knew hi$ worthy and 
meant to make him a greast man, he was fixed upon t9> 
dixed the coufpiracy of the i oth of March ; but be died 
furfdenly, at Vaugirafd, of an iniammatory fever, the^^ 
fruit of debauchery, brandy, atid bad .hours. 

Who has not heard of the grief of the whole hatdezt 
this unexpedled lofs ; of the funeral oration delivered by 
the high-prieft RobcTpierre, his afFefting lamentations, 
and IHs pompous eulogium of the great man unknown ; 
of the fpiendid funeral celebrated by the venetable com- 
mune, and the holy focieties ; of the adoption of his 
child, whom papa fache kifled in the town-halU and 
laftly, of La250wfki*s interment near the trep of liberty, 
in the fquare of the Carrouzd, where his hunrf>le grare, 
covered t^th turf, is ftill to be feen ? 

Let thofe who are aftoniflied at his pbfthumous im- " 
portarice, recollect, that it emanated from the focus of . 
the jacobins, when they were become as formidable *to 
the timid Parifians, as they were atrocious ; at the time 
that Marat was in all his glory, and Danton in the jM^- 
nitude of his power. 

Assuredly the people who took the former for theur'^^ 
prophet, and the latter for their lord, might well honour >. 
Lazowfld as 2^ faint or a hero^ which in the religion of the 
Septerabrizers are the fame thing. 

Robert 
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Robert* 

• What have you done to Robert ?* faid a pcrfon tc^ 
me lately : * his wife and he revile you more virulently 
dian any of your enemies.*—' I- have feen but little of 
them ; I have done them fome feirvice : but I have not 
concurred in flattering their ambition, as you are about 
to hear/ 

When I was fetting off firom Lyons for Paris, iA* 1 79 1 , 
Champagneux afked me, if I was acquainted with madam 
Robert, a woman of wit, an author, and a patsbt — 
Not at alL I have heard indeed that mademoifelle Ke^ 
ralioy whofe father is a literary man, was lately married 
to M. Robert, and that between them they compofe the 
Mercure natianal^ of which I have feen a few numbers. 
This is all I know about her.*——* Do you wilh to fee 
her ? If you do, I will give you a letter to her ; for as 
fellow joumalills we correfpond.* — * A woman of wit, 
an author, and a republican, muft be well worth feeing. 
Give me a letter.* 

I ARRIVED at Paris, and had been there fix weeks, 
when one of our friends, happening to mention ma- 
dam Robert, whom he had occafion to vifit, I recollefted 
that I had a letter for her. I told him fo : he offered 
to accompany me to the houfe : and thither we went. 

J FOUND a lively little woman of genteel addrefs, 
and high fpirit, who gave me a very pleafmg reception ; 
and there I found alfo her clumfy huftand with a face 
as broad as a well-ftalled prieft's beaming health and 
felt complacency, and with cheeks whofe ruddy tinge 



no 



( 16; ) 

BO prolbund' cogitation had ever impaired. . They re- 
turned my vifif; and there I fuflfered our acquaintance to 
reft. The 1 7th of July, on my return from the Jaco- 
bins, where I had been witnefs to the agitation^produced 
by the mournful events of the Champ-de-Mars, whc^n^ 
fliouldl find at home, at ekvenat night, but M. and. 
madam Robert. — ^ We are come,' faid the/wife to pie, 
with all the confidence of an old friend, ' to aik you for an 
afylum. It is not'neceffary to be often in your coiQpany, 
to form a favourable opinion of your patriotifm, and of 
the goodnefs of your heart : my hufband was drawing, 
up the petition on the national altar, and I was by hi^ 
fide : we have efcaped the flaughter, and dare not take 
refuge in our own houfe, nor in that of any known 
friend, where fearch may be made for us*—* I am much 
obliged to you ,* replied I, * for having thought of m^ 
on fo lamentable an occafion, and am proud of affording 
a fhelter to the perfecuted: but you will be badly conceal- 
ed here ;' I was then at the Hotel Brittannique^ Rut- 
Guenegattd) * this houfe is much frequented, and the land- 
lord is a great partifan of Lafayette.' — ' It is only for to- . 
flight : to-morrow we will think of a retreat.* 

I SENT to inform the miftrefs of the hotel, that t kinf* 
woman of mine having arrived at Paris at the very mo* 
ment of tumult, had left her baggage at the coach-office, 
and would pafs the night with me ; and that I therefore? 
requefted her to make up a couple of field-beds in my 
apartment. They were accordingly fpread in a parlour, 
and there our hufbands lay, while madame Robert flept 
in my hufbands bed, by the fide of mine, in my own 

room. The next morning, I rofe early, and haflcned to 

write 
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wtko^ iftien^ to my diftant ^nds, to inform tfaem 
the events of the preceding evening. M. and madar 
Robert, whom I fiq>pofed to be very a^Hve, and as jot 
MlilUy to have a much more extenfive correfponden 
aban myfelf, drefied thepifelves very cooly, fat chattin 

§ 

after the brcakfafl: I had ordered for them, and plac* 
iheivfelves in the balcony facing the ftreet. They ev( 
went fo fit as to call up a perfon of their acquaintan< 
wh6 was palling. 

This conduct appeared to me vety inconfiftentin pei 
jde who were hiding themfelves. The peribn, who 
they had called up, entered into earned converfatic 
with them concerning the events of the day before 
boafted that he had run his fword through the body < 
z national guard ; and talked very loudly, though in 
room adjoining to a large anti*chamber common to ni 
s^f tment and to another. 

* I c ALrLED. madam Robert.—^ I received you, madan 
with that inlereft, which juftice and compafiion for wot 
dty people in danger naturally infpire ; but I cannot giv 
am afylum to all your acquaintance. You expofe your 
felf by converfing as you do, in a houle like this with ; 
perfon of fo little difcretion. I am in the habit o 
receiving members of the aflembly, who might ftam 
a chajice of being brought kito trouble, if feentoen 
ter this hotel while it contains a perfon who boafls c 
having yefterday committed ads of violence. I be 
you wiH deiire him to withdraw.' — Madam Robei 
called *her hnfband ; I r^eated my obfervations, i 
rather a higher tone, becaufe it feemed to me tha 
ibe duller perfonage flood in need of a ftronger ini 

preffion ; and the man was difmifled^ I learnt that hi 

nan> 
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name was Vachard ^ that He was prefident of a ibcietyi 
called the indigent club ; and much praife was bdlowed 
upon his txcellent qualities, and ardent patriotifm. I 
could not help lamenting inwardly its bang neceflSiry I* 
fet a value upon the patriotifm of a perfon who had 
every appearance of what is termed a wrcmg-headeil 
man, and whofe heart I fhould not have imagined to b* 
in the right place, I have fince been tmformed that he 
was one of the hawkers of Marat's paper, that he had* 
never learnt to read, ^nd that he is now an adminiftrator 
of the department of Paris, where he makes a very good 
figure among his fellows. 

It was noon j and M. and madam Robert talked erf 

going home, where every thing muft needs be in confow 

fion. I told them, that fuch being the cafe, if they 

would rake a dinner with me before they went, I would 

order it at an early hour. They replied, they would rather 

return, and engaged themfelves accordingly as they were 

going oat of the room. Before three o'clock they made 

their appearance again in full drefs : the wife had long 

plumes upon her head and plenty of rouge upon her 

cheeks ; the hufband had put on a fuitof Iky-blue filk, 

with which"his black hair, hanging down his ihoulders 

in large curls, formed a iingular contraft : a long toledo 

by his (ide, added every thiiig to his drefs, that could 

ferve to make him remarkable.—* Why, my god }' faid 

faid I to myfelf : * are thefe people mad ?* and I liftened 

to their difcourfe, to fatisfy myfelf, that their brains 

were not really turned. The fat and portly Robert ate 

wonderfully well j and his wife prattled to her heart's 

PART I. V content. 
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txntent* At length they took teaVe, ftor ^SA I ever fee 
Aem, or fpeak of them afterwards to any body. 

On our return to Paris the following winter,- Robert^ 
stteeting Roland at this Jacobins, made him fome civil 
Kproaebes, or polite complaints, on account of our hav- 
iQg broken off all intercourfe with them ; aud his wife 
eame feveral times to call upon me, inviting me in the 
moft preifing mabner to go to her houfe, where ihe re- 
ceived ccHnpany twice a week, and where I fliould be 
Aire to meet with meritorious members of the legiilature* 
I went once, and there I found Antoine, with wfaofe me- 
diocrity I was well acquainted, a little man, well enough 
to put upon a toilette, and a pretty poetafter writing 
agreeably upon trifling fubjefts, but deftitute of every 
thing fike (fkit br confiftency. There I found alfo fev- 
eral other members, fworn patriots, and feveral women 
^ ardent civifm, who with fome honourable members of 
the fraternal fociety, completed a circle which fuited me 
little, and to which I never returned. 

A FEW months afterwards Roland was called to the 
adminiftration of public affairs. Four-and-twenty hours 
had fearcely paffed^ when I faw madam Robert walk 
into my apartment. — So, your hufband is in place : well, 
as patriots ought to ferve o©e another, I hope you will 
not forget mine/—* I ihould be very happy, madam, to 
render you any fervice ; but I do not know how far it 
may be in my power : M. Roland, however, will no 
doubt attend to the intereft of the public by employing 
perfoTis of capacity. In fom* days time, madam Robert 
returned to pay me a morning vifit ; and in a few days 
^er, another, always infifting upon the neceffity of giv- 
ing 
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|||r 1^1 huibsmd in appointmeiit^ and «fx>a hi» hemg 
entitled to one by virtue of his patriotifim I in&nlied ido^ 
4am Robert, that the minifter of the hom^rdepartmenthad 
no kind of places in h<s gift, except thofe in, his oym q^ 
Ike, \7hich were all filled ; thal^ notwithftaading the 
ad^l^tages which might accrue from changmg feme 
c^ his ag^its, it behoved a prudent man to 'ftudy 
things and peribns, previous to akerations, left the 
progrefs of the public bufinefs fhould be impeded; 
smd that, from what ihe had faid herfelf, it did 
not feem likely her hufband would accept a clerk'g 
place* ^ Certainly Robert is qualified for fome- 
thing better/ — *In that cafe, the minifter of the 
home-department can do nothing to ferve you.*—* But 
he can fpeak to the minifter of foreign a&urs, and get 
fome miffion for Robert/—* I believe that it is contrary 
to the ftridnefs of M. Roland's principles to foKcit any 
thing,or to interfere in the departments of his coHeajg'ues : 
but as you prcfbably mean nothing more than the bear- 
ing witnefs to your hiifband's civifm, I will mention it 
to mine/ 

Madamk Robert laid clofe fiegeto Dumouriezand 
Briffot : and three weeks after, returned to tell me, that 
the former had given her a promife, which Ihe begged 
me to remind him of, whenever he- might chance to 
come in my way. 

In the courfe of that week he came to dine with me, 
Briffot and feveral other perfons being prefent. — ' Have 
you not promifed a certain very preffing lady,' faid 
I to Dumouriez, * to give her huiband a place ? 
She has requefted me to remind you of it; and 

Jo 
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fi) great is her folicitude, that I (hall not be (oflf^ 
to be able to quiet her with refpeft to myfelf, hyr 
telling her, that I have done what flie defired.' — ^ Is it 
not Robert you mean^ aiked Briflbt immediately. 

<Itis.* — *Aye!' refumed he, addrefling himfelf to 

Dumouriezy with hig ufual fimplicity : * you ougi^ to 
give that man an appointment. He is a fincere friend 
of the revolution, a.ftrenuous patriot, and not very eafy* 
in his circumftances : the reign of liberty ought to be 
beneficial to its friends.' — ' What ?* faid JDumouriez, in- 
terrupting him, with great good-humour and vivacity, 
^ are you fpeaking of that little black-headed man, as 
broad as he is long ? I have no inclination, faith, to 
difgrace myfelf ; and (hould be forry to fend fuch a 

blockhead any where.' 'But,' replied Briffot, ' in the 

number of agents you have occafion to employ, all do 
not require equal capacity.' — ^ Pray, are you well ac- 
quainted with this Robert ?' faid Dumouriez. — ' I am 
very well Acquainted with Keralio, his wife's father, a 
man of infinite refpeftability, and at his houfe I have feei;k 
Robert. I know he is accufed of a few follies ; but 
I believe him to be an honefl man, pofiefTed of an excel- 
lent heart, aduated by the true fpirit of patriotifm, and 
Handing in need of employment.' — ^ I employ no fuch 
madmen.' — * But yoU promifed his wife ?' — * Certainly : 

an inferior place, with a falary of a thoufand crowns j 
which he refufed. Do you know what (he aflcs ? the 
embafly to Conftantinople.' — *The embafly to Con- 
ftantinople !' exclaimed Briffot,. with a laugh : * impof- 
fible !' — * It is fad, however.' — * I have nothing more 
to fay.' — * Nor 1/ added Dumouriez : * except, that I 

will 
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tHU order that hogihead to be rolled into the ftrect, the 
next time he comes, and fhut my door in his wife's face^* 

Madamb Robert returned once more to the charge, 
I wiftied much to get rid of her without coming to a 
quarrel, and could find but one way that was confiftent 
with my natural franknefs. As (he complained bitterly 
of Dumouriez, on account of his tardinefs, I told her 
I had fpoken to him ; and that I thought it incumbent 
on me to let herknow flie had enemies, who propagated 
ill reports concerning her ; that I would advife her to 
trace them to their fource, and deftroy them, in order 
that a man in a public capacity might not expofe himfelf 
to the detradion of the malevolent, by employing a per- 
fon who was the objeft of unfavourable prejudices ; and 
that for the above purpofe nothing was wanting but an 
explanation, which I exhorted her to give. Madame 
Robert repaired to Briffot, who ingenioufly told her, that 
flie had been guilty of great folly in afking for an embaf- 
fy, and that people with fuch ill-founded pretenfions 
might expeft, in the end, to get nothing at all. 

Wi2 faw her no more : but her hufband wrote a pam- 
phlet againft Briffot, to denounce him as a diftributor of 
places, and a deceiver, who had promiled him the em- 

baffy to Conftantinople, and then forfeited his word. 
He entered into the club of Cordeliers, courted an ac- 
quaintance with Danton, fubmitted to be his clerk when 
the latter became miniftcr on the loth of Augufl, was 
puihed by him into the elodoral body, and into the de- 
putation from Paris to the convention, paid his debts, 
lived expenfively, gave entertainments to d'Orleans,. 
and a thoufand others, is now rich, culumniatcs Roland, 

and 
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4sd flaaders lyg tHfe. All dua is eafily concciirable 
IJE^Uows his tmde, and earns bis fiilary* 

Champfort* and C a r r a» 

Champfort, aman of letters, living in the faffi 
able world, familiar with the great people of th< 
government, and connefled with men of talents 
have made a figure in the revolution, is acquainted ' 
the court and the city, with charaders and intrig 
with politics and mankind, (till better than, the 
in which he lives. 

Champfort partook of that extreme confidei 
with which I have always reproached the philofoph 
who have afted a part in the new order of things, 
could not believe in the afcendancy of a few wro 
headed fellows, nor in the confufion they would i 
means to create.—^ You carry things to an extren 
he would fay to me fometimes : ^ becaufe, placed in 
centre of movement, you fuppofe its fphere of act 
extenfive. It appears to you to be violent ; and ] 
therefore confider it as formidable. Thefe fellows v 
ruin themfelves by their own intemperance : they \ 
never be able to extinguifh the light of eighteen can 
ries.* — Thefe JeUowsTulehowtvtri and Champfort is m 

a .prifoner, with all thofe who will not idolize th 
power. 

A great flock of wit, a tolerable portion of moralii 
the graces of good breeding, the acquirements of lite 
ture, and the philofophy of a found and cultivated i 
derftanding, rendered Champfort's converfation equa 
folid and entertaining. At firft I thought he talked t 

niuc 



( m ) 

much ; and I accufed htm of that exuberance of fpeech^ 
and that fort of preponderance, which our men of letter^ 
very commonly atfume. I liked him bettefr in a fele£t 
fociecy of five or fix perfons, than in a mixed company 
of fifteen or twenty, of which I had to do the honours. 
But after all, I could not help forgiving him for fpeaking 
more than any body elfe, becaufe he afforded me more 
amufement : he abounds in thofe happy fallies, which 
produce the fare efFeft of making you laugh and think 
at the fame time. — * Do you believe Champfort to be a 
thoroughly fincerg patriot ?' faid, one day, a man of 
more than Spartan aufterity. — ^ Let us not mifunderftand 
one another,* replied I. ^ Ghampfort*s views are good, 
and his Judgment excellent : he has a found underftand- 
ing, and is never wrong as to principles : he Acknow- 
ledges and reveres thofe of public freedom, and human 
happinefs, nor will he betray them. But would he fa- 
crifice to them his peace, his enjoyments, and his life ? 
That, indeed, is quite a different queftiori j on which, I 
believe, he would take time to deliberate.*— -* It is plain 
then that he is not a virtuous man/ — * Why he is vir- 
tuous, as Ninna was chafte : and amidft the corruption 
which preys on our vitals, it would be lucky for us if 
we had many fuch virtuous meh.* — Our hypocrites and 
enthufiafts could n»ver be brought to underfland that 
men fliould be employed according to the compound 
ratio of their talents and civifm, fo that they fliould be 
interefleci in employing the former to the advantage of 
the latter. 1 have feen Servan in a rage for finding ex- 
cellent engineers, whom he had employed in the camp 
near Paris, difmiffed, under pretence of their not being 

ardent 
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ardent republicans, while fturdy patriots, fo comply 
ignorant as not to know bow to draw a line, \ 
put in their place. — ^ 1 would not fend for them,' 
he very juftly, * to give their opinions on a form of 
vemmenc : but I am convinced they will ferve him \ 
who knows how to employ them. We are in wan 
redoubts^ and not of motions.' — That was being too 
tional : it was talking like thtfadion of Jiateftnen ; s 
thus it was, men of intelledt acquired the title of c 
fpirators. 

When Roland was recalled to the miniftry on the i < 
of Auguft, it was neceflary to change the diredor of i 
national library. That place was held by one d'OrmcfJi 
whofe name gave umbrage to the new government, a 
whofe mediocrity left no room for regret. The minifl 
of the home department thought of dividing the duties 
librarian between two perfons ; of reducing the fala 
from twelve thoufand livres [)C-50o] a year to eig 
^3331. 6s. 8d.]; and of making it a rule to have tl 
library open every day ; fo that the public would be 
gainer, on the fcdre of inftrudion; the nation, c 
that of cBconomy; and the gov^nment, by the emplo) 
ment of two ufeful men. In the choice of perfons, h 
fixed on Champfort, who, as man of letters and a ph; 
lofopher, had openly declared for the revolution ; and 
Carra, already employed in the library, whofe extrem 
zeal, if not his talents, feemed to entitle him to that re 
ward. He had never feen either of them, and W2 
determined folely by thofe confiderations, to which ws^ 
fuperadded, the neceffity of making a choice agreeahl 
to the public. I received the vifits of both of them, ii 
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/MfJoquenee pf their s^poiptinent, and thetf neceffary 
intercourfe with the mmifter of the home department ; 
and I fhould have continued to fee Champfort with plea- 
fure^ if circumft^nces had not kept us at a dlftamie from 
€ach other. 

CarrA) when he becamea 'deputy ^appeafired to me a 
very good kind of man, with a very indifferent head. It 
is impoffible to be more enthufiaftic ia favour of the rev- 
olution, Hberty, and a commonwealth ; or a worfe judge 
of men and things. Giving way entirely to his imagi- 
nation ; making his calculations accordingly, inflead of 
grounding them upon fads ; arranging in his mind the 
interefts of foreign powers in the way that beft fuited our 
fuccefs ; and feeing every thing in the moft flattering 
point of view, he talked of his country* s happinefs, and 
the emancipation of all Europe, with inexpreflible com^ 
pTacency. It cannot be denkd, that he contributed 
greatly to our political commotions, and to the infur- 
reftions.of whi^h the objeft was the overthrow of tyran- 
ny. His Annals fucceeded wonderfully with the popu- 
lace, by means of a certain prophetic ftyte, which always 
has weight with the vulgar. When we behold fuch a 
man brought to trials is a traitor to the'f^piblic, we are 
tempted to afk whether Robefpierre be not doing the 
work of Auftria. But it is evident that he is labouring 
for himfelf ; and that, in his infatiate ambition to pafs 
for the fole deliverer of France, he would wifli to annihi- 
late all thofe who have gained any thing like fame or 
reputation in the fervice of their country. 

PART I. Z DORAT- 
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DoRAT«>CUBI£R£S 

Is a name I had fo often fe^p in the Alitumac of the 
MufeU and other compilations of equal importance, that 
I could not help laughing, when I found it conneSed 
with the title of fecrctary-regifter of the municipality. It 
feemed aa abfurdity ; and fo indeed it was. Cubi^res, 
faithful to tha;: double charafter of infolence and bafenefs, 
which his forbidding countenance wears in a fupreme 
degree, preaches fans-culotifm as he hailed the graces, 
writes verfes upon Marat as he did upon Iris, and fan- 
guinary, as he was before apparenly amorous, without 
feeling any impulfe of the paffions, he proftrates himfelf 
humbly before the idol of the day, be it Venus or be it 
Tantalus. Provided he creep through life, and get bread 
what can it fignify how ; yefterday it was by writing 
** a fonnet to his miftrefs's eye- brow,*' to-day it is by 
copying a report, or figttng an order of police. 

Getting, fomehow or other, admiflion into my houfe, 
when my hulbahd was minitf er, I knew him only as a 
wit, and had an opportunity of fhewing him fome little 
civility. He dined with me twice : the firft time I 
thought hujLOi^J^ ; the fecond, infupportable : an infipid 
fycophant, sr fulfome flatterer, ftupidly conceited, aad 
meanly polite ; he is more at variance with good fenfe 
and reafon than any other being I ever faw. 1 foon felt 
the neceflity of giving to my open manner that air of 
folemnicy which lets a perfon, of whom we wifli to get 
rid, know what he has to do. Cubieres took the hint ; 
but fome time after he wrote to me notwithftanding, to 
beg permiilion to introduce a prince, who was delirous 

of 
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of being admitted to my acquaintance* He dwelt on 

the title of prince in a nunner truly laughable ; and 
added the moft difgufting pra^Ues of my perfon. I an- 
fwered as I ufually do when I wifli to call people to 
dtder without .pudang them in a paffion, and to make a 
jeft of them without giving them a right td^ ^mplain.^ 
As to the prince, and his introdu^on, I contented my* 
ielf with obferving, that, in the retired life I led, a ftran-» 
ger to every thing that might be termed a circle, and 
avoiduiig company as much as pdEble, I made it a rule 
to receive only fuch periiins as bufinefs, or long habits 
of friendflup, made my hufband wifh to fee now and 
then at his table. Cutnere^ fent me in return excufes at 
tedious as his eulogiam, and requeued a fingle moment 
to explain himfelf at my feet. I made him no anfwer, 
nor did I ever throw away a thought upon him, till the 
day I was apprehended, when I perceived his iignature to 
the order oE the commune ; for there were two : o&e 
from the committee of infurredion of the 31ft of May, 
the other from the commune. Both were Ihewn to me, 
left I fhould objed to that of the committee : and yet 
the latter was the only one exhibited by my guards to 
the keeper of the Abbey, \rfiither I was conveyed* 

The requeft of Cubieres had led meito fufpeft fome 
hidden views of ^tereft, and I diverted my hufband at 
the time by a recital of what had paffed. I learned after- 
wards, that the prmce of Salm-Elirbourg, the perfon in 
queftion, was then importuning the minifters, in order 
to obtain from the council an indemnification of fome 
fort or other for his pofleflions in Alface. Hence I con- 
cluded that I had guefled aright,, and that the defire of 

feeing 






tmng me hsil arifeii fotety from afi idea dlat tbe item 
ffft^tir Slight refemble tbeoUr, ivhea women were prei 
vaikd upon ta alk favours o£ their btifbands. I ga^ve 
myfeif ci^dit fbc my condufk, and found in this anecdDte. 
a freSi tmt di the charafker o£ Cubi^ves. It weuld be-^ 
fervikgphvdf pioperly to publifli hi9 fevvilei letters, ast 
Gomorafts to his aflPeiS^lion of fraoknefs and a love of Ik 
berty« I fiiouM have poffei&d carious pieces of thal^ 
&rt, if I had preferred aU the trafii i becve received.. 
How many relaitions and ^mirers^ of whom I had neveir 
heard before^ fprang up ail at jfice, when I became the 
wife of a minifter ! — As I admitted no company, ther 
wrote to me ; and I bad quite enough to do to^ read thciir 
letters ; which 1 anfwered brieSy aad politely, bat with 
great franknefs, in order to leave them no room to fop* 
pofe that I either could or would interfere m any things 
and to convince them of the perfeft inutility of paying 
Boe compliments, or calling themfelves my rebs^na. 

The mofl: curious circumftance is, thai tome of thelb 
people were angry, and made me very ungracious re^ 
plies. I remember one M. David, who bad planned 
fome eflablifliraent, in favour of which he folicited my in* 
tereft. It availed me nothing to anfwer, that he would 
accomplifh his purpofc by ^plying diredly to the mi^ 
nifter ; that my interference could be of no ufe ; and 
that I never employed it, as it would be fettieg myfelf up- 
for ajvjdge of matters quite out of my way : he con* 
fidered my principles as abominable, and wrote to me 
in a very angry ftile. 

Thus in private was I perfecuted for my perfeverance 

in confining myfelf to my own fpherej and in public I was 

affailed 



And yet people thii)kk ve^ ^ledfing and^^r^bfe ta &$. 
places of e9iiQeiu:el No doubt the wife of j$. good maa 
devoted to ibe fervice of the pubUc, who i& proud of 
bis virtues, and feek herfelf eapabk of f^pportiog hi$ 
courage, has her gratifications^ aad derive^lbijoymeat 
from his glory ^ but thefe pleafures are not obtaiQed 
gratuitoufly, and few are the people who could pay the 
price they coil^ without regretting the purchafe*. 



ANECDOTES. ^ 

WHEN I was brought to the Abbey, the family of 
Efefilles was ftill there ^ but was foon after removed to 
theConciergerie, whence feveral of the perfons concerned 
in the confpifacy in Brittany were condufted to the fcaf- 
fold. Angelica Defilles, the wife of Roland de la 
Fouchais, the fimilarity of whofe name to mine led one 
of my friends into fome curious blunders m an attempt 
to carry me off, was one of the viftiyns. Her fiftera 
were acquitted, and ought confequently to have enjoy* 
ed their liberty ; but, as a meafure of general fafety,. 
they were again taken into cuftody, and conveyed to 
St. Pclagie. I found them there, and converfed with 
them feveral times. They were young, amiable, and 
polite women, the elder of whom, a widow of twenty- 
feven, was neither deftitute of perfonal charms nor 
energy of n:lnd ; the younger was in a very precarious 
Hate of health. At firft, overwhelmed with grief, they 
appeared liFely la fink under it : but being both mothers 

of 



4f belplefs ehildren^to whom their exiftence was 
iary, they called up all dieir courage. > 

They mditioned to me repeatedly the bafc trcacl 

of Cheftel, a man of wit, well know at Paris, wher 

praxes phvfic, a Breton by birth, who had infinui 

himfelf inMfthe moft intimate confidence of their fat 

was acquainted with his wiffies, and appeared to fav 

his fchemes ; but, connefted at the fame time v 

Damon, he received through his means a commifl 

from the executive power, repaired to * Brittany, to | 

court to his friend, took up hii abode at his count 

houfe, received entertainments from hfs relations^, encc 

raged his defigns, and gave them frefli activity by i 

aififtance. At the moment that appeared moft com 

nient, he fecredy informed againft him, and fent f 

perfons who were in waiting to take him into cuilody. 

DfiSiJLLES efcaped. But all his family were apprehen 

ed ; his tStGts were fealed up, and a RiiO. fearch w 

made in all the places which might ferve to conceal I: 

correfpondence, and which Cheftel had pointed oi 

The young women, who ftill thought him a friend to t\ 

^unily, begged his advice, and implicitly followed h 

dire£lion<. Not knowing what to do with a purfe ( 

two hundred louis intended for their father, they put 

into his hands, ordered the beft horfe in the (lable to t 

' faddlq^y s^d prefled Cheftel to make his efcape. E 

made a fhew of being determined to fhare their fate 

accompanied them accordingly, but not as a prifoner 

and endeavoured to perfuade the commander of th 

armed force, that had charge of the prifoifirs, to brin 

thai 
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Uiem by day iato the great to^ms. ' Sorely you are not ihh 
•ameft/ fai'd the officer ; * it would endanger their lives'* 

They arrived at Paris, ^ht trial commenced. The 
name of Cheftel was erafed from the correfpondence^- 
becaufe he had difclofed the plot ; and the poor vi^ima, 
then difcovered the ferpent they had fofleied in their 
bofom. Tried, acquitted, detained notwithilandlng,,and 
deftitute of money, the two young women recolleded 
the purfe of gold. They confided the circumftance to 
a man of courage and pr(Aity, who went to Cheftel, and 
demanded the two hundred louis. Cheftel, taken by 
furprife, at firil denied the hGt : but, terrified at the 
firmnefs of the demander, who threatened to expofe hint 
to the eyes of all the world, he ftanimered out a confef- 
iion of the receipt of half that fum, and repaid it in af- 
(ignats, but not till after repeated interviews. 

Cheftel, formerly phyfician to madam Elizabeth*, 
aiEduous in purfuit of fortune, had in like manner gained * 
the confidence of a wealthy individual^ whofe name I 
believe to be Paganel, or fomething like it, and who, 
among other poifeifions, has immenfeeftates inLimoufin* 
Paganel, defirous of emigrating, to Ihelter himfelf from 
the ftorms of the revolution, made a fi£titious fale of hit 
property to Cheftel. Hk fet off, and depended upon 
the income, which was to be remitted to him by his 
faithful friend ; but Cheftel kept it for himfelf, and enjoys 
with Danton the pleafures*of an opulence, which both 
have acquired by fimilar means. 

At length repeated folidtations, aftfted, perii^aps, by 
more prevailing argument^j procured the two fitters their^ 

* The kkg*8 tter. Trmi/: 

liberty. 
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Eberty, I faw them depart r but I <Sd not knoW thmi 

♦ _ 

fecret on that head. I have jlift fecn Cafteliane, h(Wi» 
ever, purchafe his enlargement/ at the price of thirty 
thoufand livers [;C'^^5^]» P*^^ ^^ Chabot. DHIob got 
cut of the Magdelonettes in the feme marni^* Seik 
Were involved in the charge of a caanter-TevolutionEar^ 
plot. This very moment, Auguft 22, 1 have before my 
eyes a certain Mademoifelle Briant, a kept girl, neho 
lives at No. 207, Cloitre Saint-Bemity and ^ofe keeper 
is a forger of af&gnats. Havdigbeen informed againft^ 
s^parent endeavours were made to apprehend him ; but 
a (bower of gold poured inco the hands of the admini* 
ftrators. The man who fends out the armed force em- 

ployed to feek and take him into cuftody, knows where 
he is concealed ; his miftrefs is apprehended for form's 
fake ; the adminiftratots, who appear to come in order 
to examine her, bring her accounts of her keeper ; and 

« 

very foon they will both enjoy their liberty, fmce they 
have wherewitlyil to pay for it. 

FouQiER»TAiNviLLE,publicaccufertotherevolutionary 
tribunal, notorious for his diflblute life and impudence in 
drawing up articles of impeachment without caufe, is in 
ibe habit of receiving money from the perfons accufed. 
iffadam Rochechouart paid him eighty thoufand livres 
f^.3333] for Mony the emigrant. Fouqier-Tainville 
pocketed the fum ; Mony was executed ; and madam 
Rochechouart w^ given to imderftand that, if ihe faid a 
word about the matter, ihe would be inftantly immured 
never more to briiold the face of day. Is it poilible ? 
the reader will exclaim.— Well ! hear more. In the 

» 

hands of a late prefident of the department of the Eure 

two 
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%m> lefters exlft, from Lacroix the depaty^ formerly 
}ttdge-fifcal of Anet. . Oae contains an engagement for 
five hundred thoufand liver« CjC-^^^SSS^ ^^ ^^ applied to 
the purchafe of national domains: the other is to with- 
draw the engagement, and flop the purchafe, in confe- 
quen9e of the decree which obliges merabers^f the con- 
vention to account for any increafe of their fortune fince 
4be revolution^ But this decree has been laid aikep fince 
the troublefome twenty-two were expelled y and Lacroix 
poiTefTes eftates as well aa Danton, after having pillaged 
in the fame manner. 

•A DUTCHMAN Went lately to the commune of Paris, 
for a paffport to enable him to return to his own coun- 
try. It was refufed. The Dutchman made jio com- 
plaint J but, feeing which way the wind blew, took out 
his pocket-book, and laid an aflignat of a hundred crowns 
upon the delk. The language was well underftood, and 
he received his paffport. 

Here Marat will be quoted to me, in whofe houfe, at 
his deceafe, according to the public papers, no more 
than a fingle aflignat of twenty-five fols [[is* od. -|-] was 
found. What edifying poverty ! Let us, however, caft an 
eye on his lodgings : it is a lady who is going to defcribe 
them. Her hufband, a member of the revolutionary 
tribunal, is confined in the prifon of La Force, for diflfer- 
ing in opinion from the ruling powers ; and ihe has been 
fent to St. P^agie, as a meafure of fafety, it is faid ; but 
probably becaufc the aftive folicitations of this adive lit- 
• tie woman from the fouth were dreaded. She is a native 
of Touloufe, and poffcffes all the vivacity of the ardent di- 
mate under whi^ (he fir ft drew breath. 'Being ftrongly 
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attached to a handfome coufin, fh^ was rendered qu|fe 
difconfolate by his apprehenfion, which took place a few 
months ago. She had given herfelf much pains to no 
purpofe, and knew not to whom to apply, when (he 
thought of trying the e£Fe£t of a vtfit to Marat. She 
afked to fpeak to him, and was told he was not at home : 
but he heard a female voice, and came out of his own 
accord. He had boots on, without ftockings, an old pair 
df leather breeches, and a white filk waiftcoat. His dirty 
fliirt, open at the bofcmi, exhibited his fkin of yellow 
hue ; while his long and dirty nails difplayed themfelves 
at his fingers end, and his horrid face accord perfeftly 
with his fordid drefs. He took the lady by the hand ; 
led her into a parlour newly fitted up, fumifhed with 
blue and white damafk, and decorated with filk curtains 
elegantly drawn up in feftoons, with a ^fplendid chande- 
lier, and with handfome porcelain jars filled with natural 
flowers, then fcarce, and of high price ; fat down by her 
fide on a voluptuous fbpha j liftened to her tale ; ex- 
preffed his concern } kilTed her hand ; fqueczed her 
knees a little ; and promifed her, that her coufin fhould 
be enlarged. — ^ I would have let him go any length he 
liked,' faid the little woman, gaily, in her fouthern ac- 
cent, * upon condition of his refloring me my coufin — I 
fhould only have been obliged to bathe myfelf afterwads/ 
That very evening Marat went to the committee, and 
her coufin left the Abbey on the following day. But 
ere four and twenty hours had pafTed, iht friend of the 
people wrote to the hufband, fending him a perfon who 
ftbod in need of a certain favour, which it would not 

have been fafe to refafe. •» 

M. Dqmas^ 
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. M, Dumas, a natural philofopher by profdfion, or 
rather a pedant by tr^de, waited upon the famous 
committee of public fafety, fome time in the month of 
June, in order to make fome very important propofals. 
He offered to reconnoitre the army of the rebels in la 
Vendee, and to give an exad account of its fituatfiH and 
numbers ; circumftances concerning which we have re- 

• 

mained in the utmoft ignorance, even fince the com* 
Qiencement of the wan M. Dumas undertook to infped 
the whole moft accurately, by taking.a bird's eye view 
of it from a balloon. — * Why, indeed, it is an ingenious 
thought,' faid fome of the profound politicians of the 
committee. — ' Yes,' replied citizen Dumas : * and it 
may be put into immediate execution. I know of a bal- 
loon, which is lying, with all its appendages, in the 
hotel of an emigrant ; fo that the nation need not be at 
the expence of the purchafe.'— Bravo ! He then pro^ 
ceeded to give the neceiTary information, which was re» 
ceived with tranfport, and oiEcially forwaided to the 
minifter of the home department, that he might fend for 
the balloon without delay* The minifter's people took 
the field, and made a forced march to the emigrant's ho- 
tel. It was an inn, and the apartment he had occupied 
one little room, where not a rag remained. A report was 
made in confequence ; the committee was diftreffed be* 
yond meafure ; Dumas was clamorous j and a freih 
injunftion was laid upon the minifter, requiring him to 
make ftrider fearch after the balloon. On this the mi- 
nifter held a confultation with his {principal clerk, and 
decifive meafures were refolved upon. A letter was writ- 
ten to the department j the dq)artmem turned the^bufi- 

nefs 
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llcft <f9€t to the municipality; and the imimcipaKty rifcr^ 
red it to the adramiftrators of police. Here the matter 
ended with the pubGc funflionaries ; and I laughed hear- 
tily at the Abbey \inth Champagneuz, who wrote the 
minifterial letter, at the charlatanry of the brazen-faced 
Dumas, the ftupidity of the committee, the oompYaifance 
of the minifter^and the whole of this long litany of folfies ; 
but I met with the fequel of theftory at St. Pelagic. 

Citizen Jubert, one of the adminiftrators of the poKce; 
and one alfo of thofe who figned the contradiftory or- 
ders for apprehending and fetting me at liberty,* a true 
fedion orator, of great corpulence, thundering voice, 
awkward gait, and forbidding countenance, found out a 
certain mademoifelle Lallement, a fine tall, girl of fifteen^ 
kept by St. Croix, an emigrant officer, who was a depen- 
dent if I recolleft aright, of Philip d*Orlean&. She was 
taken up, and fent to St. Pelagie, and in her apartment 
were found the cover of a balloon, the net, and every 
thing elfe belonging to it. This was the very prize de- 
fcribed by Dumas ; but the committee had forgotten the 
expedient ; the philofopher had lofl: all hopes of mak- 
ing himfelf of confequence : the minifler cared little 
about the refult of the orders he had given ; and the ad- 
miniflrators had no objeftion to take polTeflion of a thing 
chat was now become valuable. 

The youthful Lallenient's charms made an impreffion 
on the heart of Jubert, who had laid his hands upon 
feveral of her elFefts, feized Sainte-Croix^s portrait, and 
thought her a foo^for pretending to be faithful to her 
keeper. At length imagining, that kindnefs would ren- 
der her more tradable, he procured an order for her 

enlarge- 
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enlargement, came to fetch her in a carriage, conduced 
her to her lodgings, ordered ^ dinner, reftored, with 
great relufkance, the portrait of Sainte-Croix, of which 
he had put out the eyes, and then laid clainrto his re- 
ward* The young girl laughed at hispretenfiM^, as 
well as at hi& way of making love, jjhewed him-theMoor, 
and repaired to the police office, to upbraid him publicly 
with his attempts, and claim the other efFefts that had 
been taken away. The adventure made fome noife ; but 
Jubert's colleagues are not likely to condemn it ; and it 
pafTed along with a multitude of others, ftill more dif* 
gufting or atrocious, of which the legiflators of the 24 
of June daily fet the example to all the conftituted au- 
thorities, 

Auguft 22, 

To-day a mifunderftanding has broken out between 
the tyrants. Hebert, dilfatisfied at not being appointed 
minifter, fets his father Duchefne* upon, the ringleaders 
of the faction, falls upon the fortune-making patriots, 
names Lacroix, and is paving the way for an attack upod 
Danton. Danton, more villainous than any of them, 
but more circumfpeft, endeavouring to keep fome 
meafure in the conduft of public affairs, is already 
ftyled a modere : the committee of public fafety abhors 
his fociety ; the jealous Robefpierre holds forth againf^ 
him ; and the cordeliers znd jacobins are on the point of 
coming to a rupture. What a noble fpe£lacle is prepar- 
ing for us miferable viftims : the tygers are about to 
worry one another ; and perhaps will forget us, unlefs 
agonizing rage impel them to exterminate us all before 
their own defeat. 

« 

* The title of a daily paper replete with oath and vulgarity, of 
which •Hebert was the author. Tranf, 
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Chabot is defirous of traafporting all fufpeded per^ 
fons : of courfe the wives of Fetion and Roland, confin* 

ed under that appellation, are threatened with a voyage 

to Cayenne. What a charming deftination ! 

September 23. 

"** *■ - 

Do not my ears deceive me ? — ^What ! that wretched 
woman who lived unknown in the very heart of the 
country, and who came to Paris for the fole purpofe of 
foliciting her daughter's enlargement, is condemned ta 
die ?— How villainous is fuch a condemnation t 

Petion's profcription as aroyalift, was oneof the won- 
ders of the laft revolution. His wife, whom thi fhafta 
of calumny had never reached, had retired to Fecamp, 
among her own relations, there to wait in iilence and re- 
tirement for happier days ; (he was going to fet off for 
the fea-fide, that her fon, a fine boy of ten years of age, 
and the fole fruit of her marriage, might have the benefit 
of a falt-water bath. She was taken up and imprifoned 
with her child ; and both have fince been brought to 
Paris, and confined at St. Pelagie. Daily examples, 
teach the wives of the profcribed to expeft perfecution ; 
and Petion^s has fufficicnt ftrength cff mind to fupport 
her own misfortunes without murmuring ; but the fitua* 
tion of her fon afflifts her, as equally detrimental to his 
health and education. She was defirous of trying the 
effeft of folicitations ; but how could Ihe render them, 
interefting ? How was audience to be obtained ? — She 
wrote to her mother, who lived at Chartres, requefting 
her to urge her prayer in fuch a way as became the feel- 
ings of the maternal mind. Her mother came j repaired 

to 
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to the bar of the convention ; prefented lier petition with 
a flood of tears ; was referred to the committee ; and 
waited upon all the members who compofed it. Some 
of them feemed to give her hope, but from the greater 
number fhe experienced a very unfavourable recqaiion. 
The inutility of her folicitations becoming evident,^ flie 
refolved to depart, and repaired to her feftion, to get her 
paffport figned.* There fhe was denounced and taken 
into cuftody. She was then carried before the mayor ; 
a man who refidcd in the hotel where flie had taken up 
her abode, fwore to her having faid that the French flood 
in nee* of a king : two hited witneffes, natives of Liege, 
and deferters, gave the like te^imony ; fhe was con- 

damned to lofe her head>* and is now on her way to the 
fcaffold. 
I SAW the unfortunate woman feveral times, when 

flie came to keep her daughter company^ Madam Le-^ 

fevre was in her fifty-feventh year : (he had been hand-- 

jbme, and her features ftill retained fome traces of 

their former regularity : fhe had alfo pref^rved an eafy 

fliape, and a beautiful head of hair. As the defire of 

pleafing had occupied the greater part of her life, but 

had not led her to acquire any accompliftiment, there 

was nothing about her, but the remains of her former 

pretenfions, and no fmall (hare of felf-lpre, which was 

perceptible on every occafion. She had no political 

opinion : indeed flie was incapable of forming one, for 

flie could not reafon two minutes together on any fub- 

jeft whatever. It is poifible, that, in a converfation 

excited by ill-defigning people, fhe may hate faid, that 

flie did not care whether there was a king or not, 

provided there were but peace ; or words of a like 

. . kind 
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kbd may have b^ea laid hold of, in order to bring her 
to ttiaL But who does not perceive in this falfe and atro* 
cious application of the law, an intentie^n to miflead the 
people, by making them fuppofe the family bf Petion 
royajljjfis, and the perfecution it fuffers confequently jnft ? 

0S!£ADPUL days of the reign of Tfterins, we not only 
fee your hocrort revived, but piuitiplted in proportion to 
the number of our tyrants and their Sivourites ! This 
wretched people, whofe morals are deftroyed and whoTe 
mftinft is perverted, thirds after blood ; and every thing 
except juftice, is employed to fatisfy its demand.^ I 
have feen in the prifons, during the four months that I 
have been their inhabitant, Qiale&ftors purpofely for- 
gotten ; and yet what hade is made to inflid the penalty 
of death on madam Lefevre, not becaufe (he has com- 
mitted any crime, but becaufe (he is guilty of having for 
her fon-in-law, the worthy Petion, whom *the tyrants 
deteft ! 

I CAN conceive nothing more ridiculous than the kna- 
vifli impudence with which the advantages .of a con- 
ftitution decreed with equal zeal and rapidity are exi- 
tolled. But did not the very people who produced it, 
decree immediately after, that France was, and remained 
in a date of revolution ? and may not the conditutipn 
be confidered as abortive, fince no part of it is put in 
force ? What benefit then do we derive from it ? It is 
a dead letter, which ferves only to atted the impudence 
of thofe, who wifli to make a jiierit of it, without car- 
ing whether we tade the Tweets of it or no. 

The multitude who accepted it without examina- 
tion, merely through weakttefs and iiidolencc, from the 

hops 
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liope oP fecmg peaqt?, vrhith they would not take the 
: pains to deferve, are well rewsfrded for their a)>athy. 
Unfortimateiy it is \irith nadons atid their affairs, as 
with individuals and their undertakings : the folly ax^d 
fears of the many lead to the triumph of villainy, and to 
tire Tuiri of goddiaien. Pofterity will put every cttie in^ 
his plaee ; but it is in the temple of meiiiory. Themif- 
tbcles di^d neferthdefein exile, Socrates inprifoxi, and 
Sylla in his bed* 

> . , . , September a A 

The decree, that orders the aft of impeachment 
againft BrifTot to be prefented to-morrow, was paffed in 
the fame fitting, in which it was propofed to fhorten the 
forms of trial before the revolutionary court, and in which 
the four feftions of that tribunal were organifed : fo 
that the means of proceeding to judgment are multipli- 
ed, fentence is enjoined to be pafled more fpeedily, and, 
the defence of the accufed is circumfcribed, at the very 
moment, when it is refolved to deftroy Briffot, and the 
reft of the impiifoned deputies, that is to fay, thofe men 
of talents, who might otherwife have confounded their 
accufers. 

Four months have pafled, without *its having been 

poflible to fabricate that aft of accufation, the drawing 
up of which has been decreed feveral times over in 
vain. Anincreafe of power, and theuniverfal fway'of 
terror, were neceflary, to enable our tyrants to facrifice 
the founders of liberty. But after the arbitrary impri- 
fonment of a fourth part of France, under the appel- 
lation of fii/pededptrknSj has been refolved upon ; af- 
ter a filly people has been infpired wkh fuch a futious 
PART I. 2 B fanaticifm 
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£uiaticifin that'it demoliflies Lyons^as if the fecond ^uqr 
in the republic belonged to the emperor, and as ^ 
thofe whom it -thinks proper to call mufcadines were 
wild beads.} after an iron fceptre, held over all France 

' has eflabliflied the reign of guik and fear ; after a law 
has bdkn enaded, 4)y virtue of which thofe who are 
accufed, are bound to anfwer fimply yes^ or noj without 
making any fpeech in their defoice ; then, indeed they 

. may venture to fend to execution thofe guiklels vi^ms, 
whofe (eloquence was ftill dreaded, fo formidable does 
the voice of Truth appear even to thofe, who are power- 
ful enough, to refute it a hearing. 

What care is taken to ftifle it ! But hiftory (lands 
there, and holds a graver in her hand, preparing in 
filence to take a tardy vengeance for the fate of the imita* 
tors of Barnevelt and Sidney, 

Oaober 4. 

; 1 AM reading a daily paper, and there I fee that 

Robefpierre accufes Roland and 5r/^/ of having fpokeu 

ill of d^Jubigny J whoftole 100,000 liyres [^jC^^^y"}^^ 

the Tuileries on the tenth of Auguft, againft whom a 

/ profecution was meant to be fet on foot, and whofe wife 

.; in his abfence brought the ioo,oool. to the commune, 

J . ' I fee that Robefpierre afferts that Roland appointed Reft- 

outtothe fuperin tendance of the jewel-office, in order 

to pave the way for its being robbed ; while in faft it 

wasPache, who upon refufmg the place when offered 

to him by Roland, recommended Reftout as a proper 

. perfon to fill it. It is faft alfo, that the hall of the 

convention refoilnded with Roland's complaints againft 

the comniander of the nadonal guard, for neglefting to 
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poft lentries at the jewel-office, notwithftanding the re-*- 
peated injimftions of the minifter of the home depart- 
ment. 

That Robcfpierre, whom* once I thought an honeft 
man, is a very atrbcious being; H6w he lies tt> h^^own: 
eonfdence I How he delights in blood ! 

Iiifirmary of St. Pelagie. October 23,. - 

WiTHiNT thefc folltary walb, wher^ oppreff^d inno4 
cence has now dwtlt near five months with filent re^- 

ft 

fignation, a ftranger appears.— It is a phyfician> bfought 
by my keepers for their own tranquillity ; for to the 
3Is of nature, as to the injuftice of man, l- neither can 
nor will oppofe aught but calmriefs and fortitude; 
When he heard my name^ he faid he was the friend of 
a man, whonx perhaps I drd not like.—* How can you 
know that, and who is the perfon you mean ?* — ' Robe- 
fpierre/ — * Robefpierre ! I once knew him well, and 
efteemed him much : I thought him a fmcere and zea- 
lous friend of freedom.* — * Why, is he not fo ?*— * I 
am afraid that he loves power : perhaps from an idea^ 
that he knows how to do good as well as any man, 
and defires it no lefs. I am afraid that he is very fond 
of revenge, and inclined to exercife it particularly ^pon* 
thofe whom he confiders as blind to his merit. I be- 
Keve that he is very fufceptible of prejudices ; that his 
refentment is eafily excited ; and that he is too ready 
%o think every one • guilty, who does not fubfcribe to 
all his opinions. — You never faw him above once or 
twice in your life ! — ^I hare feen him much ofte 
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iUk him : let him lay his hand opcm his heart ; and jot^ 
will fee whether he have it ia his power to fay any dung 
to my difadyantagc/ 

RoBESpiERRp, if I dex:eive myff^, I put it in your 
power to convince me of my error. It is to yourfelf 
that I repeat what I have f;piid oi you, and it is to your 
friend that I mean to deliver this letter, which my 
keepers will perhaps fuffer to pafs, for the fake of the 
peribn to whom it is addreifed. 

I WRITE not to ixxtreat you, as you may wellfuppofe. 
I never yet intreated any one : and moft aflui^dly I 
iBiaU not b^gin to do fo from a prifon^ while writing 
to a man who has me in his power. Prayers hecome 
the guilty, or the Have : innocence vindicates herfelf^ 
which is quite Efficient; or complains, as ike has a 
right to do, when the objed of perfecucion. But even 
complaints accord not with my difpoiitibn ; I can fuf- 
fer, and dare look any fiiape of misfortune in the fsice. 
Befides I know that, at the birth of republics, revolutions, 
whkh are almoft inevitabie, and which give too great 
fcope to the paffions of mankind, frequently expofe 
thofe who ferve their country beft to become the vi£tims 
of their own zeal, and of the deluiion of their country^- 
men«>.. They will have a good confcience for their confo- 
lation, and hiftory for their avenger. 

But by what ftrange chance is a woman like me, inca- 
pable of any thing but wiiheS) expofed to thrfe ftorms, 
which generally burft upon the heads of none but effici- 
ent individuals ? And what is the fate that I have to 
expedl ? Thefe are two qucftions, which I beg you to 

refolve. ^ 

I 
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or as hx u lay uidividual periibn is Qmca^ned; for 
what is a fingle emmet more or kfs^ ctufbed by the- 
foot of the.elepfaant, in the genei^l fyfl^m of the world ? 
But they are of infmite iotereft in regard to the . pre- 
fect fiberfiy and future happinefg of my country. For if 
its declared enemies, and its acknowledged friends and 
defenders be indifcriminately confounded ; if tike faithfid 
citizen and generous patriot be treated in the fame man« 
ner as the man of a corrupt and felfifh foul, or the per- 
fidious ariilocvate ) if the womain of virtue and fenfibi- 
Bty, who is iN'oud of the freedom of her, country, and, 
who in her humble retirement, or in any other ifkuation^ 
inakes every poflible facriftce to its wel&re, find herfelf 
^flociated in pumihment with the v^u or haughty £&- 
male, who curfes equity ; furely . jaftice and freedom 
do not yet reign, and future happiB4sfs is doubtfui. 

I SPEAK not hcare of my venerable bulband* A r«* 
port ought to have been made of his accounts, when, be 
firft gave them in : inftead oirefufing bim-jufBce at firS;, 
in order to retain the power of accufing him, when ca- 
lui^ny (hould have deprived him of the public efieem» 
Robefpierre, I defy you not to believe, that Roland is sax 
bonefl: man. You may be of opinion, that he does not 
t^ink juftly, with refpeft to this or that meafure : but 
your confcience mud lecretly do juftice to his integrity 
and civifm : ,he needs to be feen little, to be thoroughly 
known ; his book is always open, and is intelligible to 
every one. He has the ruggcdnefs of virtue, as.Cato had 
its afperity ; and has made by tfa^ harihnefs of his man*^ 
ner as many enemies as by his inflexible equity : but 

thefe 
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thefe inequaBties of fiirface difappear at a diikmce^ andl 

the great qualities of the public man will remainrfor ever^ 

It has been reported,, that he fanned the flames of 

civil war at Lyons : and this pretext has been^ brought: 

iforwardas a reafonfor my apprehehfion ! Thefuppoii.^ 

lion was not more juft than the confequence. Difgufted: 

with public affairs^ irrita^ by perfecution^ tired of the 

world, fatigued by his toils, and baiding beneath the 

weight of years, what could he do but conceal his for-^ 

rows in an obfcure retirement,, and fave the unworthy 

age in which he lives fbom the coramffliDa of a» crime ?' 

He hascorri^tfed the public mind^. and I am his^ 

accomplice ! — ^This is^thc moft curious of aU^reproaches^^ 

of all imputations the mod: abfutd« You cannot wifl^ 

me, Robefpierre, to take the trouble of refuting thenv 

here : the talk would be too eafy, efpedally as y t>u< can^^ 

not be one of the well meaning people, who belreve » 

ftory becaufe it is in print, or becaufe they have heard ir 

relaled. My pretended implication in the guilt would 

be truly laughable, were no^the whole rendered atrocious: 

by the mifty medium through which it is prcfented to the 

people, who, being able to perceive nothing diftinftly,. 

figure to their imagination a thoufand monftrous forms* 

Great muft be the inclination to injure me of thofe, whor 

include me in this malicious and premeditated manner,, 

in an accufation ftrongly refembling the charge of highr 

treafon, fo often brought forward under the reign of 

Til?erius, againfl every one who was deftined to deftruc- 

tion, though guilty of no crime. Whence, then, does. 

this animofity arife ? It is what I cannot conceive : I, wha 

nev^ 
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«^er fiqured any one, and who am even iiicapableof 
^iihiog evil in return for tjie mjuries I receive. 

Brought up in retirement ; devoted from my youth 
to thofe ferious ftudies, Ivhich have given fome degree of 
energy to my mind ; bleft with a tafte for fimple plea- 
fures which no change of circumftaiices has been able 
to pervert ; an enthufiaftic admirer of the revolution, 
and giving way to the energy of the generous fentiments 
it infpires ; kept a flranger to public affairs by prin- 
ciple as well aft by my fex, but converfing about them 
with warmth, hecivSe the public weal takes the lead 
of all other concerns as foon as it ezifts ; I regarded 
the firft calumnies invented agaiuft me as contemptible 
foHies ; I deemed them the neoeffary tribute levied by 
envy upon a fituation, which the vulgar had ftili the 
imbecility to confider as exalted, and to which I would 
h^^ve preferred the peaceful itate, in which I had fpent 
ib^maay happy days. 

Th£S£ calumnies, however, have increafed with ^cm* 
tery proportionate to my calittjH^s and fecurity : I have 
been dragged to prifon,* and have remained there near 
five months ; torn from the embraces of my helplefs 
daughter, who can no longer recline her head on that 
bofom whence (he drew her firft nourifliment ; far re- 
moved from every thing dear to me ; ^ cut off from all 
communication with the world ; the butt of all tjhe ran- 
corous abufe of a deluded populace, who believe that 
my death wouki be conducive to their happinefs ; hear- 
ing the guards, who watch under my grated window, 
diverting themfelves with the idea of my punifiiment ;• 

and reading the offenfive reproaches call upon me by 

writcrst 
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initerS) ttrho never law my fkccy any more than die 
other perfons of whofe hatred I am the objed. 

I RAVE wearied no oAe with my rem<M^nttu:es ; I 
have hoped for jufticc, and ail end to prejudice, irom 
the hand of time ; wanting many thingSi^ I have aiked 
for nothing : I hafe made up my miikd to misfottune, 
proud of trykkg my ftrength with her^ aoid with tramp-^ 
ling her uiider my feet. My iieeeflities becoming ur« 
genty and afraid of bringing trouUe upoa thofe to. whom 
I might have addreffed myfelf, I vriflied to fell the empty 
bottles in my cellar, which had' not been feakd up, be- 
caufe it contained nothing of greater value^ Immediately 
the whole town was in an uproar ! The houfe was fur- 
rounded ; the proprietor was taken into cuftody ; the 
guards were doubled ; and peiliaps I have reafon to fear 
for the liberty of a* pool* fervant, who i$ guilty of no 
crime but that of having ferved me for the lad thirte^ 
years with aflPedion, becaufe I took care to render her 
Hfe comfortable. So much does the people, mifllBd with 
regard to me, and dlslu4||i by harangues againfb confpi- 
rators, think me deferving of that name. 

It h not, Robefpierre, to excite yoilr compaflion, 
which I am above afking, and whkh I fhould perhaps 
deem an infult, that I prefent you with a pidure far lefs 
icielancholly than the truth ; it is for your inftrudlion. 

Fortune is fickle ; and popular favour is not lefs 
Gable to change. Contemplate the fate of thoie, who 
have agitated, pleafed', or governed the people, from 
Vifcellinus to Casfar, and from HipjJb, the harang^ue- 
maker of Syracufe, to our Parifian orators. Juftice 
and truth .alone remain, and are a confolation in every 

misfortune, 
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qisfortune^ even in the hour of death kfelf ^ wbQe no' 
thing can afford a ihelter ban ibrokes qF <;oiifcienc« 
and rtmorta. Marios and Sylkt piiQicrib^d tliQi^ds of 
knights, a grqat number of &iiators^» and a i)iultitud« 
of wretched men. But CQuld thfuf ftiflci the v^^e of 
luftory, which has devoted their mei;uories to e;s:ec(a* 
tioo ? or was conteat an inmate of their inirt^s ? 

WhaT£V£r be the fate referred for niet I will find 
courage to undergo it in a manner worthy of myfelf j 
or to anticipate the flroke, as may fuit me bed. After 
the honours of perfecudon^ do thofe of martyrdom 
await me ? am I deilined to languiih in protraded cap- 
tivity, expofed to the firft catastrophe, that it may be 
judged requifite to bring about ? or am I to be fenten- 
ced to tranfportation as it is called, in order tp experi-^ 
ence, when a few leagues out at fea, that triSing negli- 
gence on the part of the^ ci^tain, whieh rids him of 
the trouble of his living cargo, and enriches the waves f 
Speak \ it is fomething to know our fate^ and a foul like 
mine is capable of looking ^pp the face* 

If you wifh to be jufl, and attend to what I write, 
my letter will not be ufelefs to you, and in that cafe it 

may pofEbly be of fervice to my country. But be if 
as it may, Robefpierre, I know, and you cannot help 
feeling, that a perfon, who has known \ue, cannot 
perfecute me without remorfe* 

Roland, formerly Phlipon. 



PART I. 



a Q NoTS* 



( 202 ) 

Note* The idea of this letter, the care of compoC- 
ing, and the intention of fending it, hdd their place in 
my mind for four-and*twenty hours : but what eSeGt 
can my reflections have on a man, who iacrifices col- 
leagues, of whofe integrity he is well aflbred ? 

If my letter were to do no fervice, it would be 
ill-timed* It would only embroil me to no purpofe 
with a tyrant, who may facrifice, but cannot debafe m& 
It fhall not go. 
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JLJL OW came Louis XVI. to MeSt for the admmill 
tration of public affairs a man like Roland, to whom, 
as an auftere philofopher, and a laborious ftudent/ re- 
tirement was doubfy dfear? This will be a queftion 
with many people, and it would be one with me, were 
I any other than what I am. I am going to anfwer 
it by fafts. 

Residlnt at Lyons, during the winter, and belong- 
ing to the fcientiiic and literary academies of that city, 
Rolaniwas employed by the agricultural fociety to draw 
up its memoirs for the information of the States Ge- 
neral. His principles, and his turn of mind,, made him 
naturally look forward with pleafure to a revolution 
which promifed the reform of fo many abufes. The 
publicity of thefe fentiments and his well known talents 

procured him his admiffion into the eleftoral body upon 
the firft formation of the commune, and his fubfequent 
inveftment with the adrainiftration of the finances of the 
city, which was deeply involved in debt. Being fent as 
a deputy extraordinary to the conftituent aflembly, he 
connefted himfelf at Paris with feveral of its members, 
and with fome of the perfons who devoted themielves to 
the ftudy of public affairs. He returned home, how- 
"cver, when the Tuppreffion of his place of infpeftory by 

changing 
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cbaaging his deftiny, obliged him to refled: on the 
courfe it would become him in future to purfue. The 
queftioa wa9» whether he ihould. retire altogether to his 
eftate in the country^ and employ himfelf in its cultiva* 
tion; orwbecher^ cotttinuiag his literary labours, he 
ihou}d make a journey to Paris, with the double view 
of coUeding materials fgr that furpofe^ and of enforcing 
his claims taa penfion^ a& a reward for thirty years ter^ 
vice in his adminiftrative employ. The latter meafure 
was adopted, becaufe it would not prevent his recurring 
to the other, whenever he fliould deem it advifable fo to 
do. We returned, then, to Paris on the 1 5th of De- 
cember, 1791 ; but the afiairs of the nation at large 
did not permit us to hope, that the legiflative aflembly, 
which had juft met, would be foon at leifure to attend 
to the concerns of a private individual. Roland, inti- 
mate with BrifTot, became acquainted with feveral of his 
colleagues in the legiflative body ; and not unfrequently 
went to the fociety of Jacobins, with old friends fettled 
at Paris, who like him were delighted \nth a revolution 
which they efteemed friendly to liberty, who thought 
that the fociety had already been ufefiil, and might dill 
help to' fupport a good caufe. 

Roland, content with being a peaceful auditor, never 
afcended the tribune to fpeak. He was known however, 
not indeed to the illiterate, who had as yet gained no 
afcehdance, but to many others ; and was appointed one 
of the committee of correfpondence. This committee, 
of which the fundions are indicated by the name, was 
compofed of a coniiderable number of members, but 

only 
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only a few were aftivdy employed. Rolatid often aumk 
home with a confiderable packet of letters to atifwer : 

for though the bufinefs was divided into departments, 
and palrticular ones affighed to particular members, it 
became neverthelefs a matter of n*ceffity for the moie 
diligent to take upon themfelves the duty of the refl?, 
that no part of the €orrd|)ondence might remain in ar^ 
rears.*— I read thofe letters, and often undertook to an^ 
fwer them^ epiftolary writing having ever appeared to 
me fingularly eafy and agreeable, becaufe it adapts itfetf 
to every fubjaft, and to every ftyle alike, giving to dif- 
cuflion the moft pleaiing form, and to realbn all the fcope 
it can defire:—^! remarked in moft of the letters from the 
departments, a ftyle exalted and emphatical, fentimexits 
tindured with bombaft, and confequemly with affefta- 
don, and in general a defire of the public good, or the 
ambition of appearing an ardent patriot. I confidered 
that the parent fociety might exert its influence in dif- 
feminating good principles, taking care always to confine 
itfelf to the inflrudion of the people, and to the commu- 
nication of fentiments calculated to ftrengthen the focial 
tye, and confequently to infpire the true love of our 
country, which ought to be only that of human kind, 
carried to the higheft pitch in regard to thofe who live 
under the fame laws with ourfelves, and exalted by a dif- 
regard of felf-intereft in the unfrequent, but fometimes 
urgent, cafes, which require the greateft facrifices* Per- 
fuaded that a revolution is no better than a tei'rible, and- 
deftruftive ftorm, if the improvement of the public mind 

do not keep pace with the progreilion of events.; and 

fcafible 
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Sai£b]t of the good that might be done by taddng bold, 
oi men's imaginations, and giving them an impulfion 
towards virtue, I employed myfelf with pleafure in the 
correfpondence. The committee gave Roland credit for 
bis induftry ; nor indeed was he idle ; but the work of 
two expeditious perfons muft neceflarily have been great 
in the eyes of thofe, to whom the labours oi either 
would have appeared confiderabie. 

A PEW members of the aflembly ufed to meet fre- 
quently in private, at a houfe in the Place Vendome, 
where one of them lodged, and where a worthy and 
opulent woman had it in her power, without putting her* 
felf to inconvenience, to lend them an apartment, of 
which they were to make ufe, even in her abfence* 
Roland, who was efteemed for his good fenfe and in- 
tegrity, was invited to join them ; but he fddom went, 
on account of the diftance. As to me, I lived at home 
according to cuftom; I was not in health, and kept 
Mttle company. 

The fuuation of afiairs, and the difcontent of the 
public mind, alarnied the court. The minifters foon 
became the objefts of public animadverfion, and indeed 
their whole proceeding only tended to undermine a con- 
ftitution which the king had fworn to contrary to his 
inclination, and which he did not mean to maintain* 
The court, uneafy and perplexed, in the midft of the 
frequent changes and agitation of the miniilry, kne\lr 
not on whom to fix its choice. But there were people 
vho declared openly, that if Louis XVL were fincere, 
Ite would take men of uiyioubted patriotifm for his 

agents. 
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agients. At length, impelled by' weaknefs or by fear^ 
the court came to a deciiion, but it was mih the hope 
of corrupting, or if that hope- failed, with the inten* 
tkm of difmiffing, the minifters it fhould appoint. The 
court then Ihewed itfelf inclined to make choice among 
thofe called patriots ; and at that time the term had not 
been abufed. How was this brought about ? I never 
knew, nor did I ever enquire, becaufe it appeared to* 
me, that in that, as in all other cafes, the idea was firfl: 
darted by fome few individuals, propagated by others, 
and at laft taken up and a£ted upon by people in 
power. By r^efting minds it was confidered as im* 
portant, to direft the attention of the court towards men 
of abilities, and of refpe£table charader ; for it was pof- 
iible that it might take a malicious pleafure in fele^ting 
hot-headed J[^cobins, whofe extravagance might juftify 
complaint, and ferve to bring patriotifm into contempt. 
I know not who firft mentioned Roland, in the com^ 
mlttee at the Place Vend6me^ as one of thofe whtfe 
ought not to be overlooked. The name of Roland was 
neceifarilv aiTociated with the idea of a well informed 
man, who had written upon the fubjeft of adminiftration, 
who was not deftitute of experience in that line, who 
was befides in poffeiEon of a fair reputation, and whofe 
age, manners, and decided character, joined to the prin^ 
ciples he had openly profeffed, even before the revolu- 
tion, befpoke him a worthy partizan of liberty, in every 
point of view.— The king himfelf was no ft ranger to the 
above confiderations, or at leaft to the feds upon which 

they were founded, as I iliall hereafter have occafion to 

ihew* 
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(hew. Thofe ideas arofe fo naturally out of the drcum.- 
A dances of the moment, that they were communicated 
to us only three days before the formation of the ne^r 
imniftry. — ^Briflbt called upon me one evening wbea I 
was alone, and informed me of the probabilicy of Ro* 
land's elevation* I fmiled, and afked him the meaning' 
of his pleafantry. But he aflured me it was no jd^e, 
rdated to me the particulars I have juft mentioned, and 
added, that he was come to know whether Roland 
would take upon him fuch a taik. I promifed to confult 
hifn, and make known his refolution on the following 
day. Roland was as much aftoniihed at the event as 
myfelf ; but his natural aftivity rendered him by no 
means averfe to a multiplicity of bufmefs, and be faid to 
me with a fmile, he had always feen people in power fo 
miferably deficient, that he had never ceafed to wonder 
how the public concerns could go forward at all ; and 
that confequently the thing in itfelf gave him no alarm. 
The circumftances of the times were indeed critical, on 
account of the interefts of the court, and the uncertainty 
of the king^s intentions ; but to a man attached to his 
duty, and caring little for the lofs of his place while 
fulfilling its duties, the rifle of acceptance was not great. 
Befides, a zealous mati who had a right to fome confi- 
dence in his talents, could not be infenfible to the hope of 
fer ving his country. Roland then decided in the affirma- { 
tive, and made known his intentions to Briflbt. The fol- 
lowing day, the latter accompanied Dumouriez, who 
came to Roland's houfe at eleven o'clock at night, after 
the breaking up of the council, to inform him, in confe- 

« quencc 
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quence ef ofdors, of which he was the bearer; that the 
king had juft chofen him minifter for the home depart- 
ment. Dumouriez, a minifter of recent dare, fpoke of >^ 
the kmg's fincere determination to fupport the cgnititu- 
tion, and of his hope of feeing the machine: fet to work 
as foon as the fame fpirit Ihould pervade the whole qoun- 
cil, teftifying at the fame time to Roland his particular 
farisfaftion at feeing a virtuous and enlightened patriot 
like him, called upon to take aihare in the goveri^ent. , 
. Brissot ^obfcrved, that in the prefect fituation of af-^ 
fairs, the bufinefe of the home department \;*(as the mofl: 
delicate, and the moft laborious .; and that the. minds of 
the friends of libeity wouId.be at eafe on feeing it en- 
irufted to hajids fo fteady and fo pure. The converfatitjn 
paifed lightly over thefe matters, and an hour of the 
oiext day was appointed for Rojand to be prefented to 

the king, and to take his oath and his feat in the council. 
IfoundinDumouriez the deliberate air of afdldier, the 

addrefe of a Ikilful courtier, and the converfation of a 

man of wit, but not the fmalleft trace of fmcerity or 

truth.— On comparing this man with his new colleague, ' 

whofe franknefs and aufterity fometimes bordered upon 

rudenefs, I afked myfelf if It were poffible for beings fo 

diffimilar to afl: long in concert ? ^ There goes a man,* 

faid Roland, on their taking leave, ' who difcpvers a 

great deal of patriotifm, and appears to poffefs abilides.' 

— ' V^es,' faid 1, ' and againft whom you will do well to 

be on your guard ; for I believe him capable of worming 

you out of place as foon as any man, if you do not fteer 

St courfe to pleafe him.' — * We fhall fee,' faid Roland. 

PART ir. • 2D Thje 



( « ) 

Th£ firft time that Roland appeared at court with 
ufual philoibphic drefs, adopted long fince for the fake 
of convenience, a few fcattered hairs combed over hit 
venerable forehead, a round hat, and ftrings in his 
fhoes, all the court lackeys, who attached the utmoft 
importance to that etiquette on which their exiftence de- 
pended, were fcandalized, and in a manner terrified at 
the fight.— One of them flepping up to Dumouriez with 
horror piftured in his countenance, whifpered with a 
look that indicated conftemation, Mori/ieur*^ paint de 
boucles afesfouliers. Dumouriez, ready at repartee, and 
affuming a tragi-comic tone, cried out, Monjieur ! f tout 
eft perdu / The faying was foon put in circulation, and 
ptovoked a laugh from tbofe who were leafl inclined to 
be merry. 

Louis XVL behaved to his new miniflers with the 
greateft appearance of fimplicity and good nature. This 
man was not precifely what he was reprefented to be by 
thofe who took a pleafure in vilifying him : he was 
neither the brutifh blockhead, who was held up to the 
contempt of the people : nor was he the worthy and 
kind creature, whom his friends extolled to the fides. 
— ^Nature had endowed him with ordinary faculties, 
which would have ferved him well in an obfcure ftation, 
but he was depraved by his princely education, and 
ruined by his mediocrity in difficult times, when his fal- 
vation could only be effected by the union of genius 
and virtue. A common underftanding, educated for 

* Sir ! there are no buckles in his (hoes ! 
f Sir ! we are all ruined ! 

the 
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the throne, luid taught difEmui^ijtion from the earlieft in* 
hmcyj has a great advantage ia its commi^ce with man- 
lund* The art of Viewing to each perfon on^y vrhaX it 
is proper for hini to fee, u in him no more than a ha- 
bit, the pfadiice of which gives him the appea^'ance 
of al»lity ; bat ti ouoi muft be born ^ idiot indeed to 
^pe^ a fool in fuch a fituadoo. Louie XYi. pof- 
fefled befides an excellent memory, and an adive turn 
of mind ; . was never, idle, and read a great deal» He 
&ad alfo a ready recoHe&ioii of the various treaties, ex- 

ifting between France and the neighbourwg nations, 

• 

was well read in hiAory, an<!l was the beft geographer!^ 
the kingdom. His knowk(^e of the names, and hi^ 
application of them to the faipes, -of aU thepeitfons aboi|t 
the ooartto whom they belcmged, as well as his aq- 
.quainUnce with the anec4oees peculiar to each, had been 
extended to all the individuals >yho had dKlingui£be4 
themfelves. in any nnmner <iurii\g the revolution ; fb 
that It was impoflibk to prefent to him a candidace for 
any place, concerning whom he had not formed an opa- 
nion, founded on particular fa^. But Louis XVL 
without elevation of foul, energy of mind, .or Armnefs 
of temper, had fufiered bis views to be fliU further 
contracted, and his fentiments to be twiiled, if I may 
ufe the expreifion, by religious prejudices, and jefuiti- 
cal principles. Elevated ideas of religion, a belief 
in God, and the hope of immortality, accord well 
with philofophy, and fix it upon a broader bafis, at 
the fame time that they compofethe beft ornaments of 
the fuperftrufture. Woe to the kgiflators who defpife 

thefe 
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Aefe powerful means of infpiring political virtue, and 
of preferving the morals of the people! Even if they 
were illufions yet unborn, it would be ncceffary to 
create >and fofter them for the confolation of mankinds 
But the religion of our priefts prefents nothing but ob- 
jefts of puerile fear, and milerable mufcmeries, to fup- 
ply the place of good aftions ; and fanftifies be- 
fides all the maxims of defpotilm which the autho- 
rity of the church call in to its aid. Louis XVL 
was afraid of hell, and excommunication : with fuch 
weaknefs as this it was impoffible not to make a mifer- 
able king. Had he been born two centuries before, 
and had his wife been s^ rational woman, he would 
have made no ^ more noife in the world, than many 
other princes of the Capetian line, who have *' fretted 
their hour upon the ftage,** without doing much good 
or much harm.^ — But raifed to the throne when the 
profligacy of Louis XV's court was at the higheft, and 
the diforder of the finances extreme, he was led away 
by a giddy woman, who joined to Auftrian infolencc 
the perfumption of youth and high birch, an inordi- 
nate love of pleafure, and all the thoughtleflhefs of a 
light mind ; and who was herfelf feduced by the vices of 
an Afiatic court, for which fhe had been but too well pre- 
pared by the example of ' her mother. — ^Louis XVI, 
too weak to hold the reins of a government that was 
running todeftruftion, haftened their common ruin by 
innumerable faults. Necker, who always mixed up pa- 
thos in his politics a? he did in his ftyle, was a man 
of moderate abilities, of whom the "public entertained^ a 

good 
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good opinion, becaufe he had a -very high opituoit 
of himfelf, and proclaimed it ^thout referve ; but void 
of all political forefight, a kind of outrageous finan* 
cier, who could 'cakulatenothing but tife contents of 
a purfe, and who fpok^e forever of his chara&er with- 
out rhime or reafoii, as women of gallfentry do of their 
•virtue ; Necker was a bad pilot for France, when fuch 
a ftorm was gathering round the horrizon. France wSb 
in a manner deftitute of men ; their fcarcity has been trii- 
ly furprifing in this revol'iition, in which hardly any 
thing but pigmits haye appeared. I do not mean 
that there was any want of wit, of knowledge, of learn- 
ing, of accomplifhments, or of philofophy, Thefe in- 
gredients, on the contrary, were' never fo 'common: 
it was like ' the laft. glimmering of an expiring taper ; 
but as to that energy of foul whidh J; J. Rouffeau has 
fo well defined by calling it the firflu attribute of a hero, 
fupported by that folidity of judgment which knows how 
to fet a true value upon every thing, and by thofe 
extenfive views which look into futurity, conftituting 
together the char.ader of a great man, they were fought 
for every where, and were fcarcely any where to be 
found. 

Louxs XVI. conftantly fluftuating between the fear 
of irritating, his fubjeds, and the inclination of keeping 
them in awe, while incapable of governing them, con- 
vened the ftates general inftead of retrenching his ex- 
pences, and introducing order* into his court. After 
having himfelf fowed the feeds, and provided the means 
of innovation,' he attempted to prevent it by the affec- 
tation 
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tation of a power, sgainft which he had eftaUiihed ^ 
principle of counter a&io&, and by £6 doing only taught 
his people to refift. Nothing remained for him Imt to 
facrifice one portion c^ bis authority with a good grace^ 
in order, to prefenre in the other the means of re- 
covering the whole.; but for want pf knowing how to 
go about it, he turned his attention to petty intrigues, the 
only kind familiar to the perfons chofen by himfelf, 
or favoured by the queen. He had however rderved 
in the conftitution fufficient means of power and of hap- 
pinefs, had he known how to be content; fo that, 
wanting as be was in abilities to prevent its eftabtifliment, 
he might ftiU have been faved by the rec^ude of his 
condud, if after having accepted it, he had iincerdy en- 
deavoured to promote its execution. But always proteft- 
ing, on one hand, his intention to fupport t^hat he was 
undermining on the other, th^ obliquity of his pro- 
ceedings, and the fallacy of his conduct, began by 
awakening diftruft, and ended by exciting indignation. 
As foon as he had appointed patrioCic minifters, he 
made it his fole ftudy to in^ire them with confidence ; 
and fo well did he fucceed, that during the firft three 
weeks, Roland and Claviere were enchanted with rhe 
good intentions of the king. They dreamt of nothing 
but a better order of things, and flattered themfelvcs 
that the revolution was at an tvA. * Good heaven !' 
lufed to fay, * I never fee you fet off for the council 
with that wonderful confidence, but it feems to me diet 
you are about to cdmnat fome egregious ad of folly.* 
* I affure you,' would Claviere anfwer, ' the king is per- 

feaiy 
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fedly feniible, that his intereft is conneSed with the 
obfervance of the new laws : he reafons too pertinently 
pn the fubjeft not to be convinced of it.' * Ma 
f^iy added Roland, * if he be not an honed man, 
he is the mod arrant knave in the kingdom: it i$ 
impoffible for diffimulation to be cH'ried to fo great a 
length.' As to me, I always replied, I had no faith 
in that love for the conftitution profeffed by a man 
who had been brought up in the prejudices of defpo- 
tifm, and in the habits of enjoying it, and whofe^ re- 
cent condud proved him wanting both in genius and 
virtue.— My great argument was the flight tb Varennes. 
The fittings of the council were held in a manner 
that might pafs for defcent, in comparifon of what they 
afterwards became ; but with puerility, if regard be had 

to the important matters which called for difcuflibh. 
Each of the minifters who had hons * to be figned, or 
bufinefs of a fimilar nature, regulated by the law, pecu- 
liar to his department, and concerning which there was 
no occafion to deliberate, waited upon the king, on the 
d^y appointed, previoufly to the meeting of the coun- 
cil, to tranfacl thofe particular and fubordinate affairs. 
They all repaired afterwards to the council chamber ; 
and there the proclamations that related to the fubjeds 
of difcuffion were taken out of the port-folio. The 
minifter of juftice next prefented the decrees for the royal 
ailent ; and then the council proceeded, or ought to 
have proceeded, to deliberate upon the operations of 
government, the (late of affairs at home and abroad^ 

* Orders on the Treafury. 

the 
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the queflion of peace and war, &c." As to proclama- 
tions adapted to exifting circumftances, it was only ne-' 
cefTary to examine the decree, and the propriety of its 
application, which was readily done. All this time the 
king fuffered his miniflers to confer, while he read the ga- 
zette, or the Englifti newfpapersin the original language, 
or elfe wrote a few letters. The fan-flioning of decrees 
obtained more of his attention : he feldom gave his con- 
fent eafily ; and never without refufal, always declining to 
accede to thefirftrequeft,and poftpoaing the matter to the 
next meetingjwhen he came with his opinion ready form- 
ed, though appearing to ground it upon the arguments 
brought forward in the debate. As to great political affairs 
he ofteneludedtheit inveftigatIon,by fliifting theconver- 
fation to general topics, or to fubjefts fuited to each par- 
ticular perfon. If war were the queftion, he would talk of 
travelling; if diplomatic concerns were upon the carpet, 
he would advert to the manners, or inquire into the 
local peculiarities of the country ; or if the ftate of af- 
fairs at home werq in difcliffion, he would dwell upon 
fome trifling detail of economy or agriculture. Roland 
he would queftion about his works, Dumouriez con- 
cerning anecdotes, and fo on : the council-chamber was 
converted into a coffee-room, where the governors of 
the empire amufed themfelves with idle chat : no mi- 
nutes were taken of the proceedings ; there was no fe- 
cretary to keep them ; nor was any thing done in a 
fitting of three hours except figning a few papers. 
Such was the farce that was afted three times a week. . 
■ ■ ■ • ^ Why it is pitiable !* cried I out of all patience, 

when 
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when on Roland's return, I inquired what had pafled~- 
* You are all in good humour, becaufe you experience 
no contradi6lio|i, and are treated with civility. You 
feem indeed to do whatever you pleafe in your feveral 
departments ; but I am fadly afraid that you are duped 
— 'the public bufinefs however is not at a ftand'- — 
' no, but much time is loft ; for in the torrent of affairs 
that overwhelms ypu, I would rather fee you employ 
three hours in folitary meditation on the great interefts 
of the ftate, than fpend them in idle converfation.* In 
the mean time the enemy w^re making preparations^ 
and it had become abfolutely neceffary to declare war ; 
a meafure which was the fubjeft of an animated difcuC- 
fion, and which the king did not feem to take with- 
out es^treme repugnance. He had long delayed the 
decifion j and appeared only to yield to the well-known 
opinion of the majority of the affembly, and to the 
unanimous voice of the council. Soon after, the con- 
tinuation or the multiplicity of religious troubles ren- 
dered thofe coercive meafures indifpenfable, wliich the 
minifter of the interior had long folicited in vain, while 
the threatening, and formidable attitude of the foreign 
armies infpired the minifter of war with the idea of a 
regulation, which the convention adopted with enthufi- 
afm, and deecreed without delay. 

It is true that thefe two decrees, one for the formation 
of a camp of twenty thoufand men near Paris, the other 
concerning the priefts, were altogether decifive. The 
court perceived that they would overturn its fecret 
treachery, the partial revolts fomented by fanaticifm, 

PART II. 2 K aai 
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and the progrcfs of the enemy, whidi it favoured. Xlie 
king was too firmly refolved to refufe his afient, to be in 
any hafte to confefshis determination, and devifed various 
pretences by means of which he eluded the queftion for 
more than a fortnight. The difcuflion of this matter \iras 
feveral times renewed. Roland and Servan were urgent 
in their reprefentations, becaufe each of them felt the 
importance and neceflity of the law that regarded his par- 
ticular department ; the general adv antage was evident 
to all, and the fix minifters in this refpeft were all of the 
fame opinion. In the mean time Dumouriez, whofe loofe 
conyerfation the king encouraged, and whofe manners 
did not render him unfit for the meridian of a court, was 
fent for feveral times to the queen. He had a little affront 
to revenge, and wiflied to get rid of colleagues, whofe 
aufterity accorded ill with his gay turn of mind : hence 
he was induced to enter into agreements of which the 
effedl was foon perceived. 

As to me, I felt a kind of agitation difEcuIt to de- 
fcribe : delighted with the revolution ; perfuaded that, 
with all its faults, it was neceffary to enforce the conftitu- 
tion ; and ardently defiring to fee my country profper, 
the lowering afpeft of public affairs gave me a moral 
fever, which raged without intermiffion. The king's de- 
lays demonftrated his duplicity ; and Roland had no lon- 
ger any doubt upon the fubjeft : there remained then 
but one refolution for an honeft minifter to take, and 
that was to go out of office, in cafe Louis XVI. ihould 
obftinately refufe to take the meafures neceffary for. the 
ii^lvation of the ftate. . 

That 
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That ftep, unattended by^n^^ other ^ xiught perbapi^ 
have fatisfied the confcienire of a timid man ; but for 
a zealous citizen, it is not enough to renoiuice a poft. 
in which good is no longer to be dofxe ; it behoves him 
to fay fo with energy, that he may throw light upon 
the public calamities, and render his refignation bene- 
ficial to his country. — Roland and I had long himented 
the wealfAefs of his colleagues. The tardineis of the 
king had fuggefted the idea, that it might be of great 
ufe to addrefs a letter to him from the minifterft 
coUefbively, fetting forth the reafons which had 
already been given in the council, but which, whea 
expreffed upcm paper, and figned by them all, with 
the offer of their reiignation in cafe his majefly fhould 
not think proper to liften to their reprefentations, 
might either force him to compliance, or expofe him to 
the eyes of all France* I drew up the letter, after having 
agreed upon the fundamental points with Roland, and 
Roland made the propofal to his colleagues.—- All ap- 
proved of the idea, but mod ^f them differed as to the 
execution. Claviere objeded to fome phrafe or other ; 
Duranthon was inclined to temporize ; and Lacofte was 
in no hade to fubfcribe his name. As fuch a meafure 
fliould be the effed of a firfl glance and of a lively 
fenfie flf its propriety, the failure of our attempt was a 
hint not to repeat it. It became then neceffary to aft in 
an infualted charafter, and fince the council had not 
fpirit enough to (land forth together, it behoved the 
man whofet events at a defiance to take upon himfelf a 
taik which the whole body fhould have fulfilled : the 
queftion was no longer to refign, but to deferve to be 

difmiffed— 
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difmifled-^to faf, do thus or vc will retire ; but to 
affert that all was loft unlefs a proper line of conduct 
were purfued* 

I COMPOSED the famous letter* Here I muft digrefs . 
for a moment to clear up the doubts, and to fix the 
opinion of a number of perfons, of whom the greater 
part <Mily allow me a little merit, that they may deny it 
to my hufband, while many others fuppofe mt to have 
had a kind of influence in public afiairs entirely difcor- 
dant with my turn of mind. Studious habits and a tafte 
for literature made me participate in his labours, as long 
as he remained a private individual — ^I wrote with him 
as I ate with him, becaufe one was almoft as natural 
to me as the other, and becaufe my exiftence being de- 
voted to his happinefs, I applied myfelf to thofe things 
which gave him the greateft pleafure. Roland wrote 
treatifes on the arts ; I did the fame, although the fub- 
je£t was tedious to me. I|e was fond of erudition ; I 
helped him to purfue his ^tical refearches. Did he 
wi(h by way of recreatiof , to compoie an eflfay for 
fome academy I we fat down to write in concert, or elfe 
feparately, that we might afterwards compare our pro- 
dudions, choofe the beft, or comprefs them into one. 
If he had written homilies, I fliould have written homi- 
lies alfo. When he became minifter I did not iriitferfere 
with his adminiftration ; but if a circular letter, a fet of 
inftruftions, or an important ftate paper, were wanting, 
we talked the matter over with our ufual freedom, and. 
impreffed with his ideas, and pregnant with my own, l 
took up the pen, which I had more leifure to conduft 

than he had. ) 

Our ' 
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Our principles and our turn of miftd bdng the fam^, 
we came to a final agreement as to the form, and my 
hufband ran no rifk in palling through my hands* I 
could advance nothing warranted by juilice or reafon, 
which he was not capable of realizing, or fupporting by 
his energy and conduft; but my language exprefled 
more ftrongly than his words, what he had done or 
what he pronufed to do. Roland without me would 
ixot have been a wor(e minifter ; his adivity, and his 
knowledge, as well sCs his probity, were all his own ; 
but with me he attracted more ati;ention, becaufe I in- 
f ufed into his writings that mixture of fpirit and of foft« 
nefs, of authoritative reafon, apd of feducing fentim'ent, 
which are perhaps only to be found in a woman en- 
dowed with a clear head and a feeling heart. I com- 
pofed with delight fuch pieces as I deemed likely to 
be of ufe, and felt greater pleafure in fo doing than if 
I had been known as the author. I am avaricious of 
happinefs : with me it confifts in the good I do : I do 
not even ftand in need of glory \ nor can I find any part 
in this world that fuits me, but that of Providence. I al- 
low the malicious to look upon this confeflion as a piece 
of impertinence which it muft fomewhat refemble; 
thofe who know me however will fee nothing in it but 
wh^is fmcere, like myfelf. 

I RETURN to the letter, which was fketched with a 
ftroke of the pen, as was nearly the caCr ^with every 
thing I did of the kind ; for to feel the neceifity and 
propriety of a thing, to conceive its good effed, to 
defire to produce it, and (o call into the mould the 

objed 
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oi^ed from which that eflFeft wa« to rcfult, were to " 
me but one and the fame operation. While we Were 
reading over this letter together, who (hould be pre- 
fent in my hufband's clofet, but that very Pachcy 
who, before the expiration of the year, calumniated 
Roland, and now perfecutes us, as the enemies of li- 
berty,— *'Tis a very bold ftep,' faid the hypocrite, 
whom I toot for a fage. — ' Very bold ! without doubt, 

bur juft and neceffary j what fignifics any thing elfe ?• 

Roland jepaired to the council, on the i oth of June, 
with the letter in his pocket, and with the defign of firfl: 
reading it aloud to his colleagues, and then putting it 
into the king's hands. The debate concerning the fane- 
tioning of the two decrees began ; but was fufpended by 
the king, who told his minifters to have each his writ- 
ten opinion ready to deliver to him at the next meeting 
of the council- Roland could have delivered hh with-* 
out delay : he thought however, after what had juft been 
faid, that ic was incumbent on him to wait out of a 
\ fort of regard to his colleagues ; but on his return home 
we were of opinion, that he could not do better than 
difpatch his letter, to which he added three or four 
mifSve lines. 

The next day, at eight o'clock in the evening, I faw 
Servan walk into my apartment with a joyful cou\ite- 
nance. « Congratulate me,' faid he, ' I am turned out.' 
* I am much mortified,' anfwered I, * at your being the 
firft to have that honour | but I hope that, ere long, it 
will be awarded to my hufband.'—Servan related to me 
that having beea on bufmefa with the king in the morn- 
ing* 
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ing, he had endeavoured to fpeak to him about th« 
camp 5 that the king, with evident marks of ill hu*. 
mour, had by turning his back upon him, put an end 
to the converfation ; and that at the very inftant Du^ 
mouriez came up, in his majefty's name, to demaa<l 
his port folio^ of which he was going to take charge 
himfelf. — * Dumouriez ? His condud furprifes me iittle, 
but it is infamous, and the other minifters in that cafe 
ought not to wait for their difmiffion. It would be^ 
come them better to write to the king, that they can 
no longer fit at the council board with Dumouriez : 
we muft iend for them to confuk about it/ Nobody 
but Claviers and "Ouranthon came, and. they were peo- 
ple who never knew how to take a decifive meafure* 
It was agreed upon that they Ihould return- the next 
morning, after due deliberation, and that Roland ihould 
have a letter prepared for them all to fign. At the fame 
time he communicated to them^ the one which he had 
fent in the morning, and from %hich he expeded the 
fame treatment as Servan had met with before<-~I do 
not know whether, for that very reafon, thefe gender 
men, who were fond of their places, might riot ima- 
gine, that the two minifters the moft urgent for the 
decrees, would be the only ones facrificed^ and that 
they ought not to expofe themfelves rafhiy to the fame 
fate. Ihe next morning they did not think proper to 
write, but deemed it moft advifeable to go and fpeak 
to the king in perfon ; a meafure contrary to common 
fenfe ; for when it is neceffary to fpeak plain truths: to a 
perfon entitled by his fituation to a great iieal of refpc^ 

it 
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It IS much more advantageous to do it by letter. Roland, 
vfao had fulfilled his taik, could do no more than join 
them upon this occaiion ; and they ail repaired to La- 
code's, with the intention of aiking him to be of the 
party. Lacofte was doubtful, and appeared to heiltate, 
when a melfenger from the king brought Duranthon an 
order to go immediately, and alone, to the palace. — 
* We will go and wait for you at your own houfe,' faid 
Claviere and Roland.— Scarcely had they reached the 
palace of juftice, when Duranthon returned with a long 
£ice, and a hypocritical look ; and drew ilowly out of 
his pocket what was called a lettre de cachet^ containing 
the difcharge of his two colleagues. ' Tou make us 
wait a long while for our liberty,' faid Roland, taking 
the paper with a fmile. . * Ay, our liberty is here in- 
deed.' — He returned home, and brought me the intelli- 
gence, for which I was well prepared. ' One thing re- 
mains to be done,' faid I, with animation \ ^ and that is, 

to be the firft to acquaint the a0embly with your dif- 
miflion, fending them at the fame time a copy of your 
letter to the king, by which it has certainly been occa- 
fioned.' This idea pleafed him much, and we put it 
immediately into execution. — ^I forefaw that it would 
have a great effed ; nor was I deceived : it anfwered a 
double purpofe ; utility and glory were the confequences 
of my hufband's retreat. I had not been proud of his 
lelevation to the miniftry, but I was proud of his difgrace. 
I HAVE faid that Dumouriez had a little affront to 
revenge by entering into a league with the couft againft 
jfcis colleagues. The circumflance that gave rife to it 

was as follows* 

Bonne-* 
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' ."Bonne-Carrere, a handfome man, who had the 
reputation and manners of an intriguer, and who owed 
the crofs of St. Lewis which decorated his perfon to the 
intereft of Dumouriez, was chofen by the latter for his 
principal agent, and appointed direflror general of the 
department of foreign affairs. 

I SAW him once only, when Dumouriez brought him 
to dine with me ; and was as little impofed upon by his 
agreeable outfide as by that of Herault de Sechelle^. 
* All thefe handfome fellows,* faid I to a friend, .« feem 
to me to be but poor patriots ; they appear too fond of 
themfelves not to prefer their own prettypepfons to the 
public good ; nor can I ever help being tempted to 
lower their conceit, by affefting to be blind to the ad- 
vantage on which they pride themfelves the mod.' 

I MORE than once heard grave men, members of the 
legiflature, fome of thofe noble Criginals who kept ho- 
nour and probity alive, and who are now declared in- 
famous on that account ; I heard them lament the choice 
that Dumouriez had made, and contend that patriotic 
minifters, to give ftrength to the caufe of liberty, fhould 
be particularly careful to commit every part of the ad- 
miniftration to the pureft hands. I know that Dumou- 
riez was mildly remonftrated with, and that he urged ih 
excufe the underftanding and talents of Bonne-Carrere, 
to whom wit, verfatility, and a mind fertile in refources, 
could not be denied ; but a rumour got abroad of an 
affair managed by Bonne-Carrere, on account of which 
a hundred thoufand livres had been depofited in a no- 
tary's hands. A part of it was intended for madam de 

TA^r II. 2 J Beauvart. 
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Beau van. This lady wzs Dumouriez's miflrefs, a u-o* 
man of eafy virtue, and (ider to Rivarol, living in the 
laidfl of people of diffolute manners, and difgufUng ari- 
(locracy. I have forgot the nature of the affair, and the 
parties ; but the names, the dates, and the particulars, 
were known, and the fad was undoubted. It was 
agreed that Dumouriez ihould be jTerioufly requefted to 
difmifs Boime-Carrere, and to preferve, or to put on a 
decenxry of demeanor,.without winch it was impoflible for 
him to remain in the miniftry, and to avoid injury to the 
good caufe, Genfonnc, who was intimately acquainted 
with Dumouriez ; and Briffot, to whom all Bonne-Car- 
rere's tricks had been denounced, determined to fpeak 
to him at Rdand's, in his prefence, and in that of three 
or four other perfons, either his colleagues, or members 
of the legiflative body. Accordingly, after dining at my 
table, and returning into the room which I generally in- 
habited, the grievance was fet forth, and the obferva- 
tions it warranted, were made to Dumouriez. Roland, 
M'ith all the gravity of his age and charafler, took the 
liberty of infifting upon the matter, as interefting to the 
whole miniftry. Nothing being lefs agreeable to Du- 
mouriez than this precifion, and the tone of remon- 
ftrance, he endeavoured at firft to give the fubjecl: a 
light turn ; but finding himfelf hard prefTed by fober ar- 
gument, he grew angry, and took leave with an air of 
difcontent. From that day he ceafed to vifit the mem- 
bers of the affembly, and did not feem fatisfied when he 
met them at my houfe, whither he came much lefs fre- 
quently than before. Reflefting upon this conduft, I 

told 
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told Roland, ^ that, without pretending to be verfedT 
in intrigue, I believed, according to the praftice of 
the world, the hour of ruining Dumouriez was at hand, 
if he did not wifli to be overturned himfelf. ' I know 
very well,* added I, ' that you will not defcend to fuch 
manoeuvres ; but it is not the lefs true, that Dumouriez 
will certainly endeavour to get rid of thofe by whofe 
cenfure he has been offended. When a man once be- 
gins to read leftures, and dees it to' no purpofcj he muft 
puni(h, or expe6l to be molefted/ Dumouriez, who 
was partial to Bonne- Carrere, made him his confident a& 
far as he was perfonally concerned ; and Bonne-Carrere, 
who had excefs to the queen by means of feveral womea 
with whom' he was connefted, found means to hufli 
up the difgraceful ftory^ Intrigues were fet on foot ^ 
the famous decrees followed ; and although Dumou- 
riez was for giving them the royal affent ; he contrived 
to keep in favour at court, and was of ufe, after the 
departure of his colleagues, either by propofing fuccef- 
fors, or by accepting the war department ; though, by 
the way, he did not keep it long ; for the court, which 
at firft had been^ glad taretain him^ that they might not 
appear to difmifs all the minifters denominated patriots 
at once, got rid of him foon after* But he waatoo dex- 
terous not to avoid a total difgrace, and obtained em- 
ployment in the army conformable to his rank. 

Even the patriot* imagined it was advifable to 
tur;i his talents to accoimt, and were in hopes that he 
would make a good ufe of them in his military careen 
—One of the principal difficulties that embarraffed go- 
vernment, after the loth of Auguft, was to findperfone 

fit 
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ik to fill public employs, pardculariy in that line. The 
old government had conferred the rank of officer upon 
none but nobles ; and knowledge and experience were 
concentrated in their order ; but the people were uneafy 
at feeing them intrufted with the conduct of the forces 
intended to fupport a conftitution adverfe to their in- 
tereft. Struck with this contraft, they could not, like 
the enlightened part of mankind, judge of the reafons of 
confidence, founded on one man's difpofition, on the 
paifions of another, and on the principles of a third. 
Their flatterers, on the contrary, aggravated their fears, 
and excited their diftruft : everlafting denunciators, they 
fet themfelves up as enemies to every man in place, that 
they might eftablifh themfelves in thofe places which beft 
fuited their amUtion : fuch is the fyftem of all agitators, 

from Hippo, the orator of Syracufe, to Robefpierre, 
the fpeechifier of Paris. 

Roland, recalled to the miniftry, thought that the 
public good, and the circumftances of the times, made it 
his duty to do away all idea of oppofition between Du- 
mouriez and himfelf, fmce each was ferving the repub- 
lic in his way. " The chances in politics,** faid he in 
his letter, " are as uncertain as in war j / am again in 
the executive council ; you are at the head of an 
army : you have the errors of your adminiftration to 
<« eflFace from the public mind, and laurels to gather in 
*« the field of Mars ! You were led into an intrigue 
** which made you do an ill office to your colleagues, 
** and were duped, in your turn, by the very jcourt 

** whofe favour you were flriving to preferve. But 

" you 
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•* you are not unlike thofe valorous knights, who went 
** every now and then guilty of little roguifli trick&^ 
" at which they were the firft to laugh themfelves ; but 
'* who fought neverthelefs like furies, when their ho- 
'^ nour was at (lake. It muft be confeffed that this 
*' character does not very well accord with republican 
aufterity : it is the confequence of thofe manners^ 
which we have not yet been able to throw off, and for 
which you will be fure of a pardon, if you beat the 
enemy. You will find me in the council ever ready 
to fecond your enterprifes as long as they have the 
public welfare in view. Where that is concerned I 
am a ftranger to all favour and affeSion ; and ihail 
look up to you as to on^ of the faviours of my coun- 
try, provided you devote yourfelf fincerely to its de- 
" fence/* — ^Dumouriez^s anfwer was fpirited, and his 
conduft no lefs fo — ^he repulfed the Pruilians. 

I R£M£MB£R at this period, fome hopes were en-^ 
tertained of detaching them from the league, and fome 
overtures made in confequence ; but they led to nothing. 
He came to Paris after the enemy had evacuated our 
territory, to concert the plan of his Belgic campaign. 
Roland faw him at the council chamber, and once 
he came to dine at our houfe, with feveral other 
guefts. When he entered the room, he appeared a 
little embarraffed, and offered me a beautiful bouquet 
which he had in his hand, with fomewhat of an awk- 
ward air for a man of fo much affurance. I fmiled, and 
told ,him, that the tricks of fortuiiip were whimfical 
enough J and that doubtlefs he never expelled ibe 

would 
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would enable me to receive him again in that bote? ; 
but flowers did not the lels become the conqueror 
of the Pruilians, and that I received them with pleafure 
from his haikl. After dinner he propofed going to the 
opera. That, again, was a remnant of the old folly 
of our generals, whofe cuftom it was to (hew them- 
felves at the piayhoufe, and feek theatrical crowns 
whenever they had obtained an advantage over the 
enemy. Somebody aiked me if I did not intend to be 
there j but I declined giving an anfwer, becaufe it was 
neither confiftent with my char after nor my manners to 
appear in public with Dumouriez, When the company 
was gone, however, I propofed to Vergniaux to take a 
feat in my box, in company with my daughter and 
myfclf. We went thither, and were told by the afto- 
niflaed box-keeper that the minifler's box was fulL 
* That is impoflible', faid I ; for nobody could go into 
it without a ticket figned by him, and I had not given a 
fingle one away. — ' But it is the minifter himfelf, and 
he infilled upon admiffion.* — ' No, that cannot be : open 
the door, and I (ball foon fee who it is.' two or three 
fans-culottes, in the fliape of bullies, were (landing in the 
lobby. ' Don^t open the door,' cried they, * the mi- 
nifter is there.* — ' I cannot help it,' anfwered the wo- 
man, who inftantly obeyed me ; and there I difcovered 
Danton's broad face, that of Fabre, and two or three 
women of fufpicious appearance. The opera was be- 
gun ; their eyes were turned upon the ftage ; and Dan- 
ton was leaning over towards the next box to fpeak to 
Dumouriez, whom I recognized immediately. All this 

I 
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I law at a fingle glance, without being perceived by any 
body in the box, and pufliing the door to, mad^ a hafty 
retreat. ' Why, indeed,' faid I to the box-keeper, * a 
certain ci-devant minifter of juftice is there, whom I 
would rather leave to enjoy the fruits of his imperti- 
nence, than enter into any altercation with him : 1 have 
nothing to do here.' On faying this, I retired, well 
pleafed upon the whole that Danton's folly had faved me' 
from the incongruity I wiflied to avoid of appearing in 
public with Dumouriez, whofe feat would have been fo 
very near to mine. I afterwards heard that Danton and' 
Fabre conftantly attended him to all the other theatres, 
where he was weak enough to fhew himfelf. As to me, 
I have never feen him fmce. This, then, is the whole 
of our connection with a man whofe accomplices people 
were pleafed to fuppofe us at the time of his treachery. 
Dumouriez is adlive, vigilant, witty, and brave j calcu- 
lated alike for war and for intrigue. .Poffeffed of great 
military talents, he was the only man in France, in the 
opinion even of his jealous competitors, able to com- 
mand a large army properly ; but he was b<^tter fitted 
by his verfatile difpofition, and by his diflblute morals, 
to ferve under the old court, than under the new go- 
vernment. His extenftve views, and the fpirit with 
which he purfues them, render him capable of forming 
vaft projects ; nor does he want abilities to carry them 
into execution ; but his temper is not equal to his un- 
derftanding, and his impatience and impetuofity hurry 
him into meafures precipitate or indifcreet. He is 
excellent at devifing a ftratagem ; but Incapable of 

concealing 
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<x>ncealing his purpofe for any length of tifiie. 'Da^ 
nouriez, in fhort, to become the leader of a ^^Brty 
«7anted a cooler head. 

I AM perfuaded he did not ^o to the Belgic pro- 
irinces with treacherous intentions ; he would have fer ved 
the republic as he had lerved the king, provided it had 
tended to his glory and advantage ; but the injudicious 
decrees paiTed by the convention, the infamous condud; 
of its commifTaries, and the blunders of the executive 
power, ruining our caufe in that country, and the afped 
of affairs threatening a general convulfion, he conceived 
the idea of giving them a turn, and for want of temper 
and prudence bewildered himfelf in his combinatioas. 
Dumouriez mud be very amiable in orgies of his own 
-ffes:, and agreeable to women of diifolute manners : he 
appears to have ftill all the fprightlinefs of youth, and 
all the gaity of a lively and free imagination ; but with 
women of a referved difpofition there is fomething 
-formal in his politenefs. He ufed to divert the king in 

council by the moft extravagant ilories, at which his 

'grave colleagues could not help laughing ; and not un- 

» frequently he fcafoned them with truths equally bold and 

' well applied. What a difference between this man, 

' vicious as he is, and Lukner, who at one time was the 

only hope of France ! Never did I meet with any thing 

fo contemptible. He was an old foldier, half brutificd^ 

wanting in common fenfe, and deflitut^' of all energy of 

mind ; a mere. phantom of a man, who, by means of his 
broken French, his fondnefs for wine, a few oaths, and 
a kind of intrepidity, had acquired great popularity 

in 



In the army^ among mercenary machines^ ever tbe 
dupes of any one who taps them on the fhoulder, fpeahi 
to them vdth familiarity, and punilhes them from time to 
time. * O my poor country !* faid I next day to Gaudet, 
who afked me what I thought of Lukner, ^ you are un- 
done, indeed, if you are obliged to fend abroad for fuch 
a being, and to confide your deftiny to fuch hands I' 
. I 4^ perfedily ignorant of tadics, and Lukner, for 
aught I know, might underftand the routine of his'pro^ 
feflion ; but I am well aflured that no man can be a 
great general without good fenfe and rationality. 

The thing which furprifed me the moit^ after my 
hufband's elevation had given me an opportunity of 
being acquainted with a great number of perfons, par- 
ticularly of thofe employed in important affairs, waa 
the univerfal meannefs of their minds : it furpaffes every 
thing that can be imagined, and extends to every rank, 
from the clerk, who (lands in need of nothing but fe^fe 
to comprehend a plain queflion, method to treat it, and 
a decent ftyle to draw up a letter to the minifter 
charged with the government, the general at the head 
of armies, and the amb^ador employ^ to protect the 
interefts of the ftate. But for that experience, never 
fliould I have thought fo poorly of my fpedes j nor was 
it till that period that I affumed any confidence in my- 
felf: till then I was as baihful as a boarder m a con- 
vent, and thought people who had more afluranc^ 
than myfelf, had more abilities alfo.— -I no longer won- 
der, indeed that I was a favourite : my friends per- 
ceived I was not without my ihare of loerity and 
PART II. ao yet 
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liare acquired a portion of glory. When I rccolledl 
vbat kind of men he has had for his fuccefibrs, I amlers 
ngry with thofe who thought him worthy of his place ; 
but I caimot help afldng myfelf where we are tofeek^fbr 
men qualified to hold the reins of government. 

Lacoste had the official knowledge, the laborious 
habits^ and the infignificance of a clerk. Having been 
long employed in the admiralty^office (Bureau9^yde Ia 
marine)^ he was thought fit to be put at the head of that 
department, in which he comnutted no blunders. But 
he was deftitute of the capacity and adivity which ought 
to characterize the adminiftrator of fo confiderable a 
branch of the public bufinefs, and his want of them was 
CKpofed by the exigencies of the times. Nothing (hort 
ef the inability of Monge, coflld have afforded an advan- 
tageous objed of comparifon for Lacofle.— Beneath the 
snaCk of a countenance almoft indicating timidity, the lat-* 
ter concealedan irritable difpofition, which, in caib of con- 
tradiction, degenerated into the moft ridiculous violence* 

Such was the compofition of the minify |he firfl: 
time that Roland belonged to it. There prevailed, in the 
|>eginning, a great union between the members of the 
CouncH ; and I verily believe they were all fmcerely 
attached to the conftitution, with more or lefs of regai'd 
to their own intereft on the part oC feveral. As. they 
a0embled at each other's houfes^ on the days the council 
met, I had th^m to dine with me once a week. Some of 
the members of the legiflative body were alfo invited ; and 
the converfatton ufed to tiirn on the affairs of the nation, 
with a common defire of promoting the public good. This 
vw a happy time in comparifon of that which followed I 
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ROLAND'S SECOND ADMINISTRATION. 

At the time of th^ recal of Roland, Claviere, and 
Servail, the compofition of the minifiry was completed 
by the appointment of Dsmton^ whom I have fuffickntly 
depifled elfcwhere, and by that of Monge and le Brun ; 
the former to the marine department, the latter to that 
of foreign affairs. Nothing is fo diftrefling as the diSi^ 
culty of making a choice in circumftances like thofe of 
the times in queftion. Every man who had belonged to 
the court, diredly or indireftly, was profcribed by pub- 
lic opinion ; nor could any things fliort of the brilliantr 
proofs of patriotifm given by Servan, efiace that original 
fin, even fmall as it was iif regard to him. The perfons 
employed to make a choice were ill calculated to do fo. 
New themfelves to public affairs, our legiflators could 
not boaft of thofe extenftve connexions which lead to 
an acquaintance with a great number of individuals, and 
enable a man to fele£t from them the perfons befl: 
fitted for important employments. The committee 
was puzzled to make a choice, when the idea of Monge, 
who was known to Condorcet as a fellow academician, 
and of whofe patriotifm feveral others had heard favour- 
able mention, prcfented itfelf. Monge, a mathemati- 
cian, fometimes fent to examine officers at the out-ports, 
an honed citizen, the father of a refpeftable family, and 
a zealous member of the club of . the Luxemburg,' was 
for a moment weighed in the fcale againft Meunier, his 
colleague at the academy, and an officer of engineers ; 

but 
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but as the latter was known to have paid his court to 
the great, Monge was preferred* 

Good-humoured, thick-witted, and inclined to buf- 
foonery, Monge was a ftonc-cutter at Mezierc^, where 
the Abbe Boffut, perceiving him to have a turn for the 
mathematics, initiated him in that fcience, and encou- 
raged him by a donation of fix livres a week: bot when 
by application he had got forward in the world, he 
^ceafed to vifit his benefaftor, confidering himfelf as his 
equal. Accuftomed to calculate' immutable elements, 
Monge was deftitute of all knowledge of the world, or 
of public affairs : heavy and awkward in bis pleafantry, 
he recalled to my recolledion, in his clumfy attempts at 
wit, the bears kept in the ditches of the city of Berne, 
whofe playful tricks, correfponding with their uncouth 
forms, amufe the paffengers. 

The new minifter filled his office with men as Ettle 
capable of afting as be was of judging: he took great 
pain$ without doing any good, and fuffered the ma- 
rine to be diforganized at a time when it wa» moil 
important to keep up, and even to increafe the eflablifb- 
inent. Praife, however, is due to the goodnefs of his 
intentions : he was frightened at the burthen, and wifhed 
to lay it down ; but the difficulty of finding a better 

man, procured him an invitation 16 remain at his pofl» 
By degrees his duty came to fit eafy on him, and he 
fancied that he did it as well as it'tould have been done 
by any body elfe. But though a bad adminiftrator, he 
was flill worfe as a counfellor, and ferved only to fill a 
chair during the debate^ of the executive power, con- 

«^ curring 
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earring conftantly in fentiment with the mdft timid » 
bfcaufe having none of bis own, he naturally followed 
that which was moft conformable to the views of a 
narrow mind* * 

When Pache was promoted to the miniftry, he be- 
came the oracle of hi$ friend and admirer Monge, who 
was no longer of any opinion but his, and received it 
a^ if it had been t]}e infpiration of the divinity. Thus 
was he Maratized ; and thus did this man, who was de£> 
tmed by nature to play a better part, become the abet- 
tor of the moft atrocious and fanguinary d«6lrines. 

Le Brun, employed in the office of foreign affairs, 
paired for a man of found underftanding, becaufe he 
never had any flights of fancy, and for a man of abili- 
ties, becaufe he had been a tolerable clerk. He was 
tolerably acquainted with the diplomatic chart, and 
could draw up a fenfible letter or report. In ordinary 
times, he would have cfone very well for the depart-- 
ment which is the lead laborious, and where the bufi- 
nefs is of the mod agreeable kind. But he had none of 
that aftivity of mind and difpofition, which it was ne- 
ceffary to diFplay at the moment he was called to 
the miniftry. Ill-informed of what was going on among 
our neighbours, and fending minifters to foreign courts, 
who although not deftitute of merit, had none of thofe 
qualities which ferve to recommend a man, and who 
could hardly penetr^ farther than the anti-chambers of 
the great ; he neither made ufe of that kind of intrigue, 
by which employment might have been found at home 
for thofe who wiflied to attack us, nor of that kind of 

dignity 
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dignity with which a powerful (late ought to taved its 
acknowledged agents in order to procure itfelf refpe€t--^ 
* What are you about ?' Roland fometimes ufcd to fay. 
^ In your place, I would have put all Europe in modon^ 
and have infured peace to France^ without the aid of 
arms ; I would take care to kno>v what is going on 
in every cabinet, and exert my influence there/ Le 

Brun was never in a hurry ; and now, in Auguft 1793, 
Semonville, who ought to have been at Confliantinople 
eight months ago, has jufl; been intercepted in his way 
through Swifterland. The laft choice of Le Brun will 
ferve to charaderize him completisly, without my add- 
ing another trait. He has appointed Grouvelle, the fe- 
cretary to the council, of whom in that quality I ought, 
already to have fpoken, minifter plenipotentiary at the 
court of Denmark. 

Grouvelle, a pupil of Cerutti, of whom he learned 
oiothing but to conflrud aiFe£ted phrafes, which contain 
the whole of his philofophy ; narrow-minded, frigid, 
and vain, the laft editor of the Feuille Villageoife^ be- 
come as flat as himfelf ; Grou velle had been candidate 
for fome place or other in the miniftry, and was ap- 
pointed fecretary to the council on the tenth of Auguft, 
according to a conftitutional law, againft the difre- 
gard of which Roland had remonftrated with fo much 
warmth, that the king had at laft: determined to attend 
to it. Roland was in hopes that the keeping of a re- 
gular regifter, in which an entry might be made of 
the debates, would give to the proceedings of the 
council a. more ferious« as well as a more ufeful turn : 

be 
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\it perceived befides, that it would afford to men pof- 
leffed of a firm tempei* of iriind an opportunity of au- 
thenticating their^bpinions, and of fecuring a teftimony 
fometimes ufeful to hiftory, and always neceflfary to their 
own j unification. But the beft inftitutions are only ad- 
vantageous when in the hands of people incapable of 
perverting them. Grouvelle did not know how to take 
minutes of the proceedings, and the minifters, for the 
mo ft: part, cared little whether any traces of theii* 
opinion remained. The fecretary was never able 
to do more than draw* up a fummary of the refolu- 
tions taken, without the affignment of any reafons, 
or the mention of any oppofition ; nor could Roland 
ever find means to get his objeftions inferted, even 
when he formally refifted the refolution of flie council. 
Grouvelle conftantly interfered in the difcuffion, and 
by his captious manner contributed not a little to ren- 
der it perplexing, till Roland, out«of all patience, ob- 
ferved to him one day that he did not recoUeft his bu- 
finefs there. — * What, am I nothing but an ink-horn !' 
exclaimed the important fecretary in an angry tone. - - - 
* You ought to be nothing elfe here,' replie^jf the fe- 
vere Roland ; * every time you interfere in the debaffe 
you forget your duty, which is to take it down ; and 
this is the reafon why you have only time to make a 
little infignificant ftatement upon a loofe (heet of paper, 
which, when entered in the regifter, gives not the fmaHeft 
idea of the operations of government ; whereas the re- 
gifl:er of the council ought to ferve as archives to the 
executive power.*- --Grouvelle was much incenfed, 
PART lu 2 H * but 
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but he neither improved nor altered his method, which, 
as my reader will eafily perceive, was quite good enough 
for fuch men as I have defcrihed abo^ The falary of 
his place was twenty thoufand livres (£S;^^\ to which 
he thought it would be convenient to add an apartment 
in the Louvre, fpacious enough to lodge himfelf and 
his clerks, and made his reprefentation to the mini* 
fier of the home depai tment accordingly* It requires 
but little knowledge of Roland's charader to conceive 
the indignation with which he received this pfopofal, and 
the vigour with which he repelled it. * Clerks ! faid he, 
for buiinefs that I could tranfad myfelf in a few hours, 
and better than, you if I were in your place, — I de- 
fire that you will take a copyifl to fave you the trouble 
of deliveriilg fuch copies or extrafts of the proceedings 
as you may be called upon to furnifh ; but twenty thou- 
fand livres are quite fufHcient to pay his falary, and to 
find a lodging for higi as well as for yourfelf : the fum is 
even extravagant, in a free government, for the plac? 
you occupy/ 

Grouvelle certainly has a right not lobe fond of Ro- 
land, and I believe that he excrcifes it to its full extent. 
•As to me, I felt in the moft lively manner, that his 
ridiculous pretenfions were intolerable. — Thefe men, 
made up of vanity, whofe wit is a mere jargon, whofe 
philofophy is pitiable oftentation, and whofe fentiments 
are recoUeftions, appear to me a kind of eunuchs, in a 
moral fenfe, whom I defpife and deleft more cordially 
than fome women hate and difdain thofe creatures. Such, 

however, is the miniftcr of a great nation at a foreign 

court, 
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court, of which it is^ important ta prefenre the eftfeem^ 
ai^ feeure the neutf afity. I am unacquainted with the 
fecret of his appokitment ; but I would wager thai 
Cfax>uyeHe9 half-dead with fear, on feeing the difaftrous 
pofitioa <^ public aflfaks, reqtiefted le Brun to get him 
fent out of France in. any way wferfevet j and that 
ie ,Brun, in quality of minifter, made him ambaffador^. 
its he would have made him a travc|ling-crerk, if he 
himfelf had been a merchant. It h an an-angi^ment be« 
tween individual and individual, m which the republic 
is no otherwife concerned than in conferring the 
title, and advantages attached to it, and in receiving 
the injury that may arife from, being fo badly repte- 
fented. 

The choice of an envoy to- the United States was con* 
dufled with more wifdom ; and affords a new argu- 
ment in favour of Briffot, againft whom the fhare he 
had in it is brought forward as a crime* Bqnne-Car- 
rere having been fixed upon, I know not at what pe- 
riod, Briffot obferved to feveral members of the coun- 
cil, that it was^ of confequence to the maintenance of 
our good underftanding with the United States, as 
well as to the glory of our infant republic, to fend to 
America a mail, whofe difpofition and manners might 
be agreeable to the Americans. In that refpefl: Bonne- 
Carrere was- not a fuitable perfon : . an amiable libertine 
of the fafluonable world, and a gamefter, whatever might 
be his talents and abilities, was very unfit to play the 
grave and decent part becoming a minifter refident with, 
that tranfatlantic nation, 

Brissot 



/ 



( 42 -) 

BflLissoT was a&uated by no perfonal intereft ; he was 
the lafl man in the world to be fo influenced : he . men-^ 
tioned Genet, who was juft returned from i, refidence 
of five years in Ruilia, and who, befides his being al- 
ready converfant with diplomatic a&irs, poflefied all the 
moral virtues, and all the information, that could render 
him agreeable to a ferious people. 
^ That propofal was wife ; it was fupported by every 
poilible confideration ; and Genet was preferred. If 
this be an intrigue, let us pray that all intriguers 
jnay refemble Briffot. I faw Genet, I defued to 
fee him again, and (bould always be delighted with 
his company. His judgment is folid, and his mind en- 
lightened : he has as much amenity as decency of man- 
ners ; his converfation is inflruflive and agreeable, and 
equally free from pedantry and from afFedation : gentle- 
nefs, propriety, grace, and reafon, are his charafteriftics ; 
and with all this merit he unites the advantage of fpeak- 

ing Englilh with fluency. Let the ignorant Robefpierre, 
and the extravagant Chabot, declaim againft fuch a man, 
, by calling him the friend of Briflbt ; let them procure 
by their clamours, the recall of the one, and ^the trial 
of the other : they will only add to the proofs of their 
own villai':y and ftupidity, without hurting the fame of 
thofe whom they may find means to deprive of exiftence. 
During Rolancrs fecond adminiftration, as well as 
the firft, I determined to receive no female, and that 
was a rule to which I fcrupuloufly adhered. My circle 
was never very extenfive, and never did the greater part 
of it confift of my own fex. Befides my neareft rela- 
tions, 
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jfcions^ I faw nobody but the pcrfons whofc congenial 
tafte and (ladies gave them claims to my huiband's at* 
tendon, I was fenfible that *while he was in the minif* 
|ty, I fhould expol]b myfelf to very troublefome com- 
jfifisf ;— ^to company that might even be attended with 
danger* It appeared to me that madame Petion's con- 
duft at the Ma trie* was highly prudent ; and I deemed it 
as laudable to follow, as to fet, a good example. Ac- 
cordingly I had neither circle nor vifits : that, in the firft 
place, was a great economy of time, an ineftimable ad- 
vantage to thofe who have the means of turning it to any 
account. Twice a week only I gave a dinner : once to 
my huflband's colleagues, with a few members of the 
AiTembly ; and once to a mixed company, compofed 
either of national 'reprefentativeSx of firft clerks in the 
public offices, or of fuch other perfons as took a part 
in politics, or were concerned in the bufinefs of the 
{late. Tafte and neatnefs prefided at my table, but pro- 
fufion and the luxury of ornaments were equally un- 
known : every one was there at his eafej without devot- 
ing much time to conviviality, becaufe I gave only^ a 
iingle courfe, and relinquifhed to nobody the care of 
doing the honours of the tabid. The ufual number of 
guefts was fifteen ; it feldom exceeded eighteen ; and 
once only amounted to twenty. Such were the repafts 
which popular orators in the roftrum of the Jacobins, 
converted into fumptuous entertainments, where, like 
another Circe, I corrupted all thofe who had the mif- 

* The refidence of the mayor. 

fortune 
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Ibrtune to partake of the banquet. After diiuier, wc 
converfed for feme time in the drawing-room^ and ttien 
every one took leave* We ht down to table about five ; 
at nbe not a creature remained ; and yet that wa$ 4&fc 
coort^ of which they made me the queen, and Jttiftr^ 
with the doors wide open^ did we carry on ova dark 
and dangerous confpiracies* 

The o^her days, condned to onr famity, my hufband 
and myfelf generally fat down to the table alone ; for the 
tranfadtion of the public bufinefs delaying our dinner ta 
a very late hour, my daughter dined with her govemefe 
in her own room. Thofe who faw me at that time^ 
will bear witnefs in my favour, whenever the voice of 
truth can make itfelf heard : I fliall then perhaps be no- 
more : but I (hall go out of this world with the perfua- 
fion, that the. memory of my perfecutors will be loft 
in maledictions, while my name will fometimes he 
recollefted with a figh. 

Among the perfons whom I was in the habit of re- 
ceiving, and of •whom I have already defcribed themoft 
remarkable, Paine defer ves to be mentioned* Declared 
a French citizen, as one of thofe celebrated foreigners, 
whom the nation was naturally defirous of adopting, he 
was known by writings which had been ufeful in the 
American revolution, and which might have contri- 
buted to produce one in England. I (hall not, however, 
take upon me to pronounce an abfolute judgment upon 
his character, becaufe he underftood French without 
fpeaking it, and becaufe that being nearly my cafe in re- 
gard to the Englifh language, I was lefs able to ckrtivcrfe 

with 
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mth him than to Iiftea to his converfation with thofe 
whofe political {kill was greater than my own. 

Thb boldnefs of his conceptions, the originality of 
[e, and the ftriking truths wTiijch he throws with 
:e into the midft of thofe whom they oflFend, have 

« 

neceflkrily attracted great attention ; but I think him 
better fitted to fow the feeds of popular commotion, 
than to lay the foundation or prepare the form of a govern- 
ment. Paine throws light upon a i^evolution better than 
he concurs in the making of a conftitutiom He takes 
up, and' eflabliihes thofe great principles, of which the 
expolition ftrikes every eye, gains the applaufc of ^ 
club, or excites the enthufiafm of a tavern ; but for cool 
difcuffion in a committee, or the regular labours of a 
legiflator, I conceive David Williams infinitely more pro- 
per than Paine. Williams, made a French citizen alfo, 
was not chofen a member of the convention, in which 
he would have been of more ufe ; but was invited by 
the government to repair to Paris, where he pafied fe- 
veral months, and frequently conferred with the mofl: 
adive reprefentatives of the nation. A profound thinker, 
and a real friend to mankind, he appeared to me to 
combine their means of happinefs, as well as Paine feels 
and defcribes the abufes which conftitute their mifery. 
I faw him^from the very firft time lie was prefent at the 
fittings of the affeiTibly, uneafy at the diforder of the de- 
bates, afflifted at the influence exetcifed by the galleries, 
and in doubt whether it were pofiible for fuch men, in 
fuch circumftances, ever to decree a rational conftitu- 

tion. I cannot help thinldng that the knowledge which 

he 
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heathen acquired of what we were, aftachdd hirri 
more ftrongly to his <rountry, to which he was impatient* 
to return. How is it poffible, faid he to me, for men td 
debate a queftion, who are incapable of liftenlng 
other ? Your nation does not even take pains to 
ferve that external decency, which is of fo much confe- 
quence in public affemblies : a giddy manner, careleff- 
nefs, and a flovenly perfon, are no recommendations of 
a legiflator ; nor is any thing indifierent which paffes in 
public, and of which the effeft is repeated every day.— ^ 
Good heaven ! what would he fay at this time, if he were 
tb fee our fenatprs dreft, fiace thfe 3 ift of May, like wa- 
termen, in long trowfers, a jacket and a cap, with the 
bbfom of their fliirts open, and" fwearing and gefticu- 
lating like drunken fans-culottes ? He would think, it 
perfeflly natural for the people to treat them like their 
lackeys, and for the whole nation, debafed by its exceffesj 
to crouch beneath the rod of the firft defpot who (hall' 
find means to reduce it tofubjeftion. — ^Williams is equally 
competent to fill a place in the parliament, or the fenate, 
and will carry with him true dignity wherever he goes. 

By what fally of imagination is Vandermond^ pre- 
ferit to mine ?• Never did I fee eyes fo falfe, more truly 
exprefs the turn of mind of the perfon to whom they be- 
long. One would fuppofe the man to have had, his un- 
derftanding cut into two equal part's : with one he is 
capable of beginning any kind of reafoning ; but it is 
impoflible for him with the other, to carry on an argu- ^ 
^ ment, or to draw from the whole a reafonable condu- 
fion. What a poor figure doesfcience make in a head 

fo 
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|t> badly organized ! Accordingly Vandermonde, an aca< 
dsmidan by the way, and the friend of Pache and of 
Mong^ boafted of ferving the latter as a counfellor, . 
a^ ^Q^, being called bis wife. Speaking to me one day 
of jJtiQ cordelierj (to which fed he confeffed himfelf to* 
belong), in oppoiition to the perfons who confidered 
theoi as mofimeny * We,*.faid he, * delire order by reafon, 
and you are of the party that defires it by force.* After 
fuch a definition I have nothing farther to fay of this 
man's . crazy braim But fince I have been fpeaking of . 
2Xi academician, I muil fay a woj^ or two of Condorat^ 
whofe mind is capable of foaring to thefublimeft truths,. 
but whofe fpirit will ever be on a level with the bafe 
fentiment of fear. It may be faid of his underftanding, 
in relation to his perfon, that it is an exquifite liq^uor 
imbibed by cotton. Never will the faying of a flout 
heart in a feeble body, be applied to him : he is as de-^ 
fecUve in fortitude as in conftitution.. The timidity 
which caradterizes him, ^nd which he carries into com- 
pany in his face and attitude, is not only a defed in 
his temperament, but feems to be a vice inherent in his 
foul, which all his philofophy cannot overcome. — Hence 
it was, that after having ably eftablifhed a principle, or 
demonftrated a truth, he voted in the Affembly con- 
trary to his own opinion, when obliged to ftand up 
before the thundering galleries, armed with injurious. 
words, and prodigal of menaces. He was very well in 
his place of Secretary to the academy : men like him 
may write, but ought never to be aSively employed. It is 
even a fortunate circumftance when they can be made of 
FART II. 2 \ any 
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aay^tifeof at all, formoft timid men are abfelutely good 
for Bodmig* Look at thofe pokfooos of the AflemUy, 
pouring forth their lamentations : if they had poflefied 
fortitude enough to procure their own arreftation, tff 
pfotefting againft that bf the tweniy^Pwoy nobody 
would have dared to hurt a hair of the head€ of two 
or three hundred reprefentatives of the people, die 
republic would have been fared, and the departments 
would not have relapfed into fobnuifion. ^ The people 
acquiefcedin the lofs of twenty men, but an aflfembly^ 
of which one half Should have retired, would never 
have been ccmfidered as the national' convention. 



PUBLIC SPIRIT. 

What was the Office for Public Spirit^ which has 
been objeflied to Roland as fo great a crime ? — ^I am 
tempted to repeat this queftion to the very perfons who 
a(k it J for I can conceive nothing fo - chimerical as 
that phrafe.^ 

RoL AND,reftored to the miniftry after the i oth of Au- 
guft, thought that nothing was more urgent than to 
difFufe the fame fpirit through all the departments of the 
ftate, fo that every thing proceeding in an uniform courfc, 
the fuccefs of the revolution might be infured : he there- 
fore addrefled a circular letter of that tendency to all the 
adminiftrative bodies, nor did it fail to produce a favour- 
able eflfefl:. The Legiflative Aflembly felt the neceffity 

of 
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0itappOf^g^i and fot! \raiit of a body of PbblTe K« 
ftrudlon, wluch was not y«t draws up, detcinuMd that 
an hundred' tfaoofiuid Uvres (jC4<^7) fliould be left 
s|t thd ^pc^ of the iMoifter of the inferior, $E3t ihr 

purpefe 0^ dijperfing fuch iife&il wntbga as he might 
think fk. 

Roland^ rigid in- hie eeoxnmy, made it his bufinefs t(^ 
lay out this money to the bed advantage ; av;9aiing himr 
leif of the public papers^ tfaea in die higheit eftimatio^i 
he ordered chem^ to be forwarded gratis to (he popular 
fecieiies, to the pari&priefts, and to fuch zealous indhr 
viduals as appeared deiirous of contributing to the wel- 
^e of the (late. Some of thofe focieties, and feveral 
of thofe individuals, feeing that the government inter- 
efted itfelf in their inftrudion, took courage, and now 
and then wrote to the minifter, to re^ueft works which 
the Convention had ordered to be printed, and which 
they had not received*. The miniftery defirous of iatif- 
fying thism) affigned^ to one of his offices the care of 
anfwering thofe letters, andof forwarding the publicatl-* 
ons defired. In thefe things alone confift all the mighty 
machinations which have made fo much noife^ and 
which were nothing more than the mere execution of 
duties impofed by a decree^ Roland was fo careful o£ 
expence, that at the end of fi;^ months he had only dif- 
burfed thirty-four thoufand livres,. out of the hundred 
thouland of which be was at liberty to difpofe ^ and of 
thofe he delivered an exa& account, together with a lift 
of the works purchafed and given away. But as in con>- 
fequence of the nature of his place, and of the cir* 
cumftances in which he found himfelf^ he fometimes^ 

di^e9 
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4few up ini^rtifBons^ trhich he iifytirkd in Ac fioiM 
manner ; and his writings in general breathed nothing 
but philofophy and a love of his fellow-creatures, fears 
^vere entertained left the perfonal confideration that 
Hught thence refult (hould render him too powerful. 

It could only be inferred that he infpired great confi- 
dence, which, by facilitating admihiftrative operations, 
was produftive of confiderable advantage ; but fuppof- 
ing it neceflary to prevent his acquiring too much ef- 
teem, and coo gr^at an afcendancy, nothing was necef- 
lary but to repeal the decree, and to forbid his forward- 
ing any thing which did not neceflarily belong to his cor- 
refpondence with the adminiftrative bodies. It was not 
however any regard to the public weal, but jealoufy of 
tbe individual, which raifed fuch a fermentation in men's 
minds; and accordingly they occafioned a clamour, 
and accufed and denounced him in a vague maaner, 
without pointing out the objeft of their complaint ; for 
if he could have imagined its nature, he would have 
been the firft to apply a remedy to the evil apprehended. 
Inftead of employing himfelf in that manner, he thought 
only of defending himfelf, at firft by continuing to dd 

his duty, and afterwards by explaining his condudl, and 

• 

refuting his calumniators. His triumphant anfwers exaf- 
perated envy ; he was no longer mentioned but as a 
public enemy ; and a real ftruggle took place between 
the courageous funftionary, wh6 remained at the helm 
in fpite of the tempeft, and the jealous deceivers or de^. 
ccived, who endeavoured to bury him beneath the waves. 
He ftood firm, as long as he hoped it could anfwer any 

purpofe; 



^ptxrppfe ; 6ut tfie weaknefs and mfufficiency of the foBkr 
jparty having been demonftraled on an important occa* 
ften, he retired. . 

> Hfs enemies dreaded his accoimts ; and prevented not 
only their examination, but the report of them from be- 
ing made to the Affembly. The calumniators, when 
once embarked, thought only of juftifyiiig their falfe 
afperfions by the ruin of the man who had been the 
objeftof them; hence their redoubled eiflforts, their open- 
, perfecution difefted even againft me ; and for want of 
trdl-founded reafons, the accufation fa oftai repeated of 
eorrupting the public jprrify and of an office eftabliflied 
for that purpofe, with my pretended (hare in the delin- 
quency ; and all without cidng ^faS^^ a writings or even 
a reprehenfflDie pbrafe.-^And yet Roland's glory, ia . 
future times, will be in part attached to the able and ia- 
flruftive produdions of his pen I 



MY SECOND ARRESTATION. 



Sain^e^Pelagie^ Augufl 20. ; 

THE twenty-fourth day of my <:onfinement in the A\^ 

bey was beginning to pafs away : the period of that con* 

liixement had been employed in ftudy and literary labours^ 

principally in writing memoirs ^ of which the compofition 

mufth^vc borne marks of the excellent difpofidon of 

of mind I was in. The infurredion of the 3 ift of May, 

and the outrages of the fecond of June, had filled mc 

with 
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UlA lAdigfitliefi ; butl was perfuaded that the dspart->^ 
nmt^ vfoM not lool^o9 them wkl^ aaeyeof-fitififafiio^y 
a^d that their reclamations, fupported by the requifite 
mes^areSy would Hiake the good canfe tritsmphaAt. 
Little did I care, while indulging this hope, whether in 
feme critical moment, or in the ftruggle of expiring 
tyranny, I fell a viftim to private hatred, or to the rage 
of feme furious madman. The fuccefs of my friends, 
and the triumph of true republicans, confoled me for 
^ery thing beforehand : I coiUd have undergone the 
cpi^cution of an unjuft fentence, or have fi»nk under the 
Aroke of fome unforefeen atrocity, with calmnefs, 
the pride, and even the joy of innocence, which defpifes 
death, and knows that its wrongs will be avenged.— -» 
liere I cannot help once more expre fling my regret for 
the lofs of thofe Memoirsy \(4iich defcribed fo well the 
[ facts that had come to my knowledge, the perfitms by^ 
whom I bad been furrounded, and the fentiments I had 
ejBperienced in the varying fuccefiion of events. I am * 
informed that fome of them have efcaped deftru£tion ; 
but they only contain the particulars of myiirft arrefta- 
tion. The day will come perhaps when the union of 
thofe fragments will afford to fome friendly hand the 
means of exhibiting the truth in more glowing colours. 
The publication of,; a grofs falfehood, and the loud 
bawling of the hawkers imder my window, while an* 
flouncing one of the numbers of the Pere Duchefne^ a fU* 
thy print with which Hebert, fubftitute of the commons 
of Paris, every morning poifons the ignorant populace, 

tAo fwallow calumny like water, perfuaded me that fome 

new 
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aew atrocity was in agitation. That p^et pfetendai 
that its author had paid nie a yifit in the Abbey, and 
that having obtained my con^dence by afiuming the ap« 
pearance of one of the Vendean banditti, he had brought 
me to confefs the connexions of Roland and the BriCi 
fotines with the rebels of that department and with the 
Engliih government. In this ridiculous ftory, inter* 
larded with the ufual ornaments of ftyle of Pere Du* 
chefne^ phyiical and moral probabilities were difregarded 
sdike. I was not cmly transformed into the abettor of a 
counter-revolution, but into an old toothlefs hag, and 
was exhorted to weep for my fins till the time fliould' 
come fdr expiating them on the fcafFold. The hawkers^ 
in purfuance no doubt of thdr inftrudicms, did not leave' 
the vicinity of my refidence for a moment, but accom- 
panied their proclamation of Pen Duchefn^s GtMt Vifit^ 
with the mo(t fanguinary advice to the people of the 
market. I took up my pen, and wrote a few lines to 
that cowardly Garat, who thinks himfelf a fage, becaufe' 
he is actuated by no paffion but fear, which makes him 
pay his court to whatever party chances to be upper- 
moft, without the leaft regard to juftice. I pointed 
out to him the infamy of an adminiftration which ex- 
pofes innocence, already oppreffed, to the laft outrages' 
of a blind and furious populace. I certainly had no hope 
of converting him ; but I fent him my ferewell to prey 
like a vulture upon his heart. About the fame time a 
young woman, who has no great talents to boaft of, 
but who combines the graces of her fex with that fen- 

fibllity which is its principal merit, and its greateft charm, 

found 
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ftund means to make- ber wa^ into my prifoa. Hoir 
ivas I aftoniibed to fee her fweet countenance, and to 
feel myfelf preiTed to her bofom» and bathed in her 
tears ! I took her for an angel ; and an angel flie was, for 
ihe is good and handfome> and had done all fhe could to 
bring me news of my friends : ihe furnifhed me aUb with 
the means of informing them of my fituation. This 
alleviation of my captivity had contributed to make me 
forget it, when at noon on the 24th of June, the gaoler's 
wife came and begged me to (tep into her apartment, 
where an adminiftrator was waiting to fee me. — ^I was 
in pain, and in bed — I rofe and followed her into her 
room, where a man was walking up and do^n^ and 
another writing, without either of them appearing to 
perceive ^my arrival. — * Am I the perfon, gentlemen^ 
whom you afked for ?' — * You are the wife of citizen Ro* 
land ?* — * Yes, Roland is my name.* — ' Be fo good as 
to fit down.* — ^The one continued to write, and the 
other to walk about.— I was endeavouring in vain to 
divine what this comedy might mean, when the writer 
deigned to addrefs me — * I am come/ laid he, ^ to fi^t you 
at liberty.* — ^I know not how it was,^ but I felt myfelf 
very little affeded by the information. — ' Why, indeed*, 
anfwered I, * it is very right to remove me from this 
place ; but that is not all : I wilh to return home, and 
the door of my apartment is fealed tip.* — ^ The admini- 
flration will have it opened in the courfe of the day ; I am 
writing for an order, becaufe I am the only adminiftra- 
tbr here, and two fignatures are neceflary for the gaoler's 
difcharge.* — ^He rofe, delivered his raeiragc,and raurned 

to 
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toYpeak to me, with the air of a man defirous of iii* 

Ipiring confidence. — ^ Do you know/ faid he all on a 

fudden^ and as if without defign, * where M. Roland h 

• • • • . ' 

at prefent ?* — ^I fmiled at the queflion, obferved that it 

was not candid enough iPb defer ve an anfwcr } and as the 

couverfation grew tirefome, retired to my own room to 

prepare for my departure. My firft idea was to dine 

quietly, and not to remove till towards the evening ; but 

upon further rcfleftion, I thought it a fdly to remain in 

a prifon when I was free to go away. Befides 'the 

gaoler came to know if I wa« getting ready, and I 

plainly faw that he was impatient to turn me but of my 

lodgings. It was a little clofet, rendered very unconi- 

fortable by the dirtinefs of the walls, the clofenefs of the 

grates, and the neighbourhood of a pile of wodd, where 

all the animals belonging to the houfe depofited their 

ordure ; but as it could contain only one bed, and as 

the prifoner c<5nfequently had the advantage of being 
alone, the honour of inhibiting it was generally con- 
ferred upon a new comer, or upon an individual defir- 
ous of folitude. Lavacquerie (the gaoler,) who had 
never feenit occupied by any body fo contented as I \yas, 
and who ufed to admire the pleafure I took an arrang- 
ing my books and my flowers, told me, that in future 
he (hould caH. it the pavilion of Flora. I was ignorant 
that the very moment he was fpeaking he intended it 
jfor Briflbt, whom I did hot even fuppofe to be my 
neighbour ; and that- foon after, it would be inhabited by 
a heroine, worthy of a better age, the celebrated Chal'« 

lotte Corday. My poor maid, who wa* juft come to 
PART IX, 2 K fee 
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Aeme, wept for joy while packing up my things; the 
order for fetting me at liberty, foundecT'upon the 
«rant of eridcncc, was fhewn to me j I fettled my 
ftccounts, and diftribated ray little favours to the poor, 
and to the fervants belonging to the priibn ; and in my 
^ay out met the prince of Linanges, one of the faoftages, 
^ho co;igratulated rae in obliging terms upon my en- 
largement. I anfwered, ibat ^I (kould be haj^y to 
pay him the fame compliment, as it would be a pledge 
of th«i releafe of our commif&oners, and of the return of 
peace :^— 4hen fending for a hackney-coach, I walked 
down ftairs, much furpriied at finding that the ada^ni- 
(Irator had not yet left the prifon, and at his coming to 
the door to fee me into the carriage. 

Driv^m^ home with the intention of living a few 
things there, and of proceeding immedialdy after to the 
houfe of the worthy people, who have adopted my daugh- 
ter, I quitted the hackney-coach with that activity wluch 
never alk)wed rae to get out of a carriage without jump- 
ing, pafied unddr the gate-way as if upon wings, and 
faid cheerfully to the porter as I went by,-* Good-m^- 
row, Lamarre.* Scarcely, however, had I got up four 
or five ftairs, when two me», who fonle how or other 
had kept clofe at my heels, called out ^Citoyenne Ro- 
land !' '^What do you want V faid I, turning about. 

— * In the name of the law, we arreft you»* Thofe who 
know what it is to feel, will eafily conceive all that I 
experienced at that moment. I defired the order to be 
read to me ; and coming to a refolution immediately, 
ftepped down ftairs, and walked haftily acrofs the yard. 

— < Whither 
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♦— * Whither are you going ?'— ^ To my landlord^ g^ 
where I have bufinefs ; follow me thither/ — The mif- 
trefs of the houfe opened the door with a fmile* — ' lief 
me fit down and breathe/ faid I, ' but do not rejoice 
at my being fet at liberty : it is nothing but a cruel arti- 
fice : I am no fooner releafed from the Abbey, than I 
am prda'ed to be confined at Sainte-Pelagie. As I iam 
not ignorant of the refolutions lately entered into by 
my fedtion, I am determined to put myfelf under ii$ 
proteftion, and will beg you to fend thither according- 
ly/— -Her fon immediately offered to go with all the 
warmth and indignation of a kind-hearted young man*. 
Two commiflioners from the feftion came ; defired to 
fee the order ; and made a format oppofition ; but they 
' afterwards begged mc to accompany tliera to the refl- 
dence of the mayor, where they were going to give 
aotice of it, and to afGgn their reafons.^ With this re- 
<|ueft I could not refufe to comply. After employing 
the intermediate time in writing notes to my friends to 
inform them of my new deflination, I took leave of a 
family which this fcene had affefted with terror aiyl fiir- 
prife, and was conduced to the mayor's. There T was 
put into a little anti-charnber with the infpeftors charg- 
ed to take care of my perfon, while the^commiffioners 
proceeded to the c^ce of the adminiftrators of the po- 
Hce, The debate began, continued for fome time, and 
grew warm. Ill at my eafe, and diffatisfied with the 

* He was dragged to the (cafibld onthi$ account, and his father 
died of grief. 

' place 
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place I w«8 hi) I aflcad xnyfdf by what htsiky mtoceacc 
was obUged to play the part of a oimlnaly expe£tiag 
judgmept; and to remain in the mean time - cjs^fed to 
the inquifitive eyes of every body who came into the 
anti-chamber. At length, out of all patience, I roie, 
and opened the door of the office. — ^ There can cer- 
tainly, gentlemen, be no harm in my bdrig prefcnt at 
*a difcuffion of which I am the fubjeft.* — •Get you 
gone,' cried a little man, whom I recognized for the 
very Louvet that had examined me fo awkwardly at the 
Abbey. — ' But, gentlemen, I have no intientbn to commit 
any aft of violence, I am not prepared for it ; I do not 
even alk to be heard : I only defire to be prefent.' — 
* Get you gone ; get you gone. — Gendarmes^ come hi- 
ther !*— "Any one would have fupppfed that the office 
was befieged, becaufe a woman of common fenfe wiffaed 
to hear what they were faying of her. It was however 
neceffary to withdraw, that I might not be carried away 
by force. Soon after I perceived them making figris, 
running backwards and forwards, and fending for a 
coach J and at lafl: an infpeftor of the police cauMi and 
begged me to follow him. I turned round to the door 
of the office, and fet it wide open. — ^ Coramiffioners 
of the fedUon of Beaurepaire, I give you notice that 
they are taking me away* — * We cannot help it. ; but 
the fe6Hon will not forget you ; it will take care that 
you be examined.*—' After having been fet at liberty 
at one o'clock, becaufe there was no evidence again/l me^ I 
ftouldbeglad to know how Icould become zfa/j^^ted per- 
fon^m my way home from the Abbey, and thus give canfe 

for 
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Jnof a new detefftidn^'^-^Jouberty jatnother zdmtifhs^^ 
.as viol^zit as Louveto and iUll more awkward an4 ftupid 
than-he, addrefSog me m a saagifterlal tone, coaft^i&d 
that my firft arrefl; w^ iilegal, and that it had b^en iie- 
cefTary to enlarge me, that I might afterwards be tals;i^ii 
into cuftody according to the tern^s of the law. This 
opened tame a fine held ; and I was going to avail my- 
felf of it ; but tyrants, even when' they fufFer the truth 
to efcape them, cannot bear to bear it from the lips of 
others ; noife and anger left the room for reafon ; I quit- 
• ted the company, and was conveyed to Sainte-Pelagk^ 

The name of this houfe, which under the old go- 
vernment, was inhabited by nuns, keepers of thofe J[e- 
. male viftims of letter s-de-cacheU whofe condufit was fup- 
poled to be immoral, ad Jed to its lonely lituation ii\ a 
remote quarter of the town, inhabited by whsit may 
truly be called populace, and but too well known on 
accoimt of the ferocious fpirit which itmanifeiled in. the 
monthof September, by the maflacre of fo many priqit^ : 
all this did not prefent my new afylum to my eyes ia 
a confolatory point of view. 

While a note was taking of my entry, a man of a 
iinifter countenance opened, my bundle, and began to 
examine it with particular curiofity. I perceived it ^at 
the moment when he laid upon the gaoler's deik fome 
newfpapers which it contained. Surprifed and oiFeaded 
at a behaviour only authorized in cafes of fecret confuae- 
' ment, I obicirved that it by no means became a man to 
examine a woman's night clothes Info indecent a manner. 
He was accordingly ordered to let them alone ; but be 

was 
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the turnkey of the corridor in vhich I lodged; and 
twice a day I was doomed to fee his |v>rrible counte- 
nance. I was aiked if I chofe a room with one or two 
beds — ' I am alon^, and want no company.' — * But the 
room will be too iinall.' — ' It is all the fame to me.' — 
Upon inquiry, it was found that they were all full, and 
I was conduced to a double-bedded room^ fix feet 
wide by twelve feet long, fa that with the two littk 
fables J and the two cbAirsy there was hardly any flpace 
to fpare. I was then informed that I muft pay the firfl: 
month^s lodging in advance ; fifteen livres for one bed;\ 
twice as much for the two% As I wanted only one, and 
(hould have taken it in a room which contained no more, 
I paid only fifteen livres. ' But there is no water-bottle, 
, w>r other vefTel ?' — * You mufl. buy them/ faid the fam^ 
officious perfonage, very ready to make a tender of far- 
vices, of which it was eafy to perceive the interefl:?d 
motive. To thefe acquifitions I added an ink-ftand, pa- 
per and pens, and eflabliihed myfelf in my new apart- 
ment. 

The miftrefs of the houfe coming to vilit me, I made 
^inquiry concerning my rights and the cufloms of the 
place, and was told that the (late allowed nothing to the 
prifoners. — * How then do they live ?'— ' They receive a 
pbte of kidney-beans only, and a pound and a half of 
bread per day ; but you would not be able to eat either 
of them.' — ' I can eafily believe that they are not like 
what I have been accuflomed to ; but I wifh to know 
what belongs to every fituation, and will make a trial.' — 
I made a trial accordingly ; but, either the ftate of my 

flomach. 
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ftomach, or want of exercife, made me rejeft the pA 
fon diet ; and I was obliged to have recourfe to Madame 
Bouchaud's kitchen* She had made aii offer of board- 
ing me, which I accepted ; and found her fare both 
good Xind economical, in comparifon of what I might 
have fent for from the cook's fhop, at a great dif- 
tance, and in a defolate quarter of the town. A mut- 
ton chop, and a few fpoonfuls of vegetables, for dinner, 
a fallad for fupper, never any defert, and nothing but 
bread and water for breakfaft ; fnch were the diflies I or- 
dered, and fuch was the fare .1 had been accuftomed to 
at the Abbey. I mention it here, by way of oppofing 
this manner of living, to the complaints foon after maide 
by the feftion of the obfervatory, of my expences at 
Sainte Pelagie, where it was faid that I was endeavour- 
ing to corrupt the gaoler by giving treats to his family : 
hence great indignation among the^ Sans-culoites^ and a 
propofal from fome of them to difpatch me to the other 
world. This accords well with the clamorous nonfenfe 
of thofe women, who pretend that by drefling themfelves 
up in fine clothes, they got adruiffion into the circle of 
old countefles, at which I prefided, in the Hotel of th^ 
Interior, and with the articles of the journal of the 
Mountain, which. inferts letters written to me by refrac- 
tory priefts. ^ 

O Danton ! thus It IS you that direfl: the knife of the 
affaffin againft your viftims. Strike ! one more will add 
little to the catalogue of your crimes ; but the multi- 
plicity of them cannot cover your wickednefs, nor fave 
you from infamy. As cruel as Marius, and more 

terrible 



C 6^ )'• 

tfilrible than CadKne, yM furpafs their mtfdeeds,' With- 
out poffefling their great qualities ; and hiftory • will vo- 
mit forth your name with horror, when relating the car- 
nage of the firft days of September, and the diflblution 
of the focial body in confequence of the events that 
took place on the fecond of June. 

My courage did not fink under the new misfortunes I 
experienced ; but the refinement of cruelty with which 
they have given me a foretafte of liberty, only to load 
me with freih chains, and the barbarous care with which 
they took advantage of a decree, by applying to me a 
falfe deftgnation, as the mode of legalizing an arbitrary 
arreft, fired me with indignation. Feeling myfelf in that 
dHpofition of mind when every impreffion becomes 
ftronger, and its effeft more prejudicial to health, I 
went to bed ; but as I could not fleep, it was impoffible 
to avoid thinking. This violent ftate, however, never 
lafts long with me. Being accuftomed to govern my 
miiid, I felt the want of felf-pofleffion, and thought 
myfelf a fool for affording a triumph to my perfecu- 
tors, by fuffering their injuftice to break my fpirit. They 
^' were only bringing frefh odium on themfelves, without 
making much alteration in the fituation I had already 
found means fo wdl to fupport : had I not books and 
leifure here as well as at the Abbey ? I began indeed to 
be quite angry with myfelf for having allowed my peace 
of mind to be difturbed, and no longer thought of any 
thing, but of enjoying exiftence, and of employing my 
faculties with that independence of fpirit which a ftrong 

nund prefervcs in the midft of fetters, and which thus 
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difappoints its mod: determined enemies. As I felt Ai$i 
it was neceflary to vary my occupations, I bought cray* 
onsy and had recourfe to drawing, which I had laid 
afide fome time. Fortitude does not confift folely. 
in rjfing . fuperior to circumftances by an effort of the 
mind, but in maintaining that elevation by fuitable con- 
du£t and care. . Whenever ^unfortunate or irritating 
events take me by furprife, I am ^ot content with 
calling up the maxims of philofophy to fupport my 
courage ; but I provide agreeable amufements for my 

mind, and donotneglefl: the art of preferving health tQ 
keep myfelf in a juft equilibrium. I laid out my day* 
then with a certain fort of regularity. Ill the morning 
I ftudied the Englifli language in Shaftfbury*s Effay 
on Virtue, and in the poetry of Thomfon. The 
found metaphyfics of ihe one, and the enchanting de« 
fcriptions of the other, tranfported , me by turns to the 
intellectual regions, and to the moft touching fcenes 
of nature. Shaftflbury's reafon gave new ftrength to 
miae, and his thoughts invited meditation ; while 
Thomfon's fenfibility, and his delightful and fublime 
pidures, went to my heait, and charmed my imagi-« 
nation. I afterwards fat' down to my drawing till din- 
ner time. Having been fo long without handling the 
pencil, I could not expeft to acquit myfelf with much 
fldll ; but we always preferve the power of repeating 
with pleafure, and of attempting with fiicility, whatever 
in our youth we have praftifed with fuccefs. Accord* 
ingly, the ftudy of the fine arts, confidered as a part 
of the education of young women, ought, in my opi- 
PART II* 2 2« liion. 
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tiion, tolelefs direftcd towardf the acquifition*dF dif- 
tinguifhed talents than to inrpiring them with the love 
of employtnent, making flieto conttaft a habit of appli- 
cation, and muhiplying their means of amufement ; for 
it is thus- we efcape from that ^nrttti which is *he moft 
cruel difeafeof man in fociety ; and thus we aroid the 
quickfands of vice, and fedudions ftill more to be 
feared than vice itfelt 

I WILL not then make my daughter a profeffor ^tmr 
^irtuofej : Lfliall ever remember that my mother was* 
sffraid of my becoming too great a mufician, or of my 
devoting myfelf entirely'to painting, becaufe fhe defired, 
above all things, that I fhould be fond of the duties of 
my fex, and learn to be a good houfewife, in cafe of my 
becoming the mother of a fitmily. My Eudora then 
(hall learn to accompany herfelf in a pleafing manner 
on the harp, or to play with eafe on the forte piano; 
and Ihall know enough of drawing, to enable her to 
contemplate the mafterpieces of art with pleafare, 
to trace or imitate 4 flower which delights her, and 
to (hew tafte and elegant fimplicity in the choice of her 
6rnam'eiits. It is my wifli that the mediocrity of her ta- 
lents may excite neither admiration in others, nor vanity 
m herfelf. It is my wifh that (he may pleafe rather by 
fcer colfeftivc merh, than aftonilh at the fir ft glance, and 
that (he may rather gain aflTedHon by her good qualities, 
than applaufe by her brilliant accompfifliment^*. But, 
good heavens ! 1 am a prifoner and a. great dittance di- 
vides us V I dare not even fend for *her to ret^eive my 
embraces j for hatred purfues the very children of thofc 

whom 



whom tyranny perfecutes ; and no iboner ioffi wj^ gfjf 
in her eleventh year appear in the ftreets with rher virgin 
baflifulnefs, and her beautiful fs^r hair, tjijfi tyr^lches^ 
hired or feduced by falCebocxl, point her out a^ thepfl^ 
fpring c^ a confpirator. Cruel wretches I thejp y^jl 
know how to break a mother's heart. 

Could not I have brought her with me ? I.have 

not yet faid what is the fituation of aiprifoner at Sainle 
Pelagie* 

Thb wing appropriated tofemales, is divided into long* 
and very narrow corridors, on one fide of which .are. 
little cells like that which I hav« defcribed as my lodg- 
ing. There, under the fame roof, upon the iame line^ 
and only feparated by a thin plafteved partition, I dwell ipt 
the midit of murderers and women of tiie town* By the 
fide of me is one of thofe creatures who make a trade «f 
feduQiion, and fet up innocence to fale ;; and above me is 
a woman who forged afiignats, and vnth a* band of mon* 
fters to which file belongs, tore an individual of her own 
Xex to pieces upon the highways The door of each c^I 
is fecured by an enormous bolt, and opened every morn- 
ing by a man who ftares ia impudently to fee whether 
you be up or in bed : their inhabitants chen aCemble ia 
the corridors, upon the flaireafes, or in a dan^ or nm- 

fome room, a worthy receptacle for this fcum of. the 
eaith. 

It will be readily beKeved that I coi^ne myfelf con^ 
ftantly to my cell ; but the diflance is not great enough 
to iave the ear from die expreifions which fuch women 






ytUf he Aij^ofed to utter, but which without hearings 
them it is impoflible for any one to conceive. 

This is not all : the wing where the men are confined, 
having windows in front of, and very near the building 

I 

inhabited by the women, the individuals of the two fexes 
of analagous charader, enter into converfation, which 
is the more diffolute^ as thofe who hold it are unfuf- 
• ceptible of fear : geftures fupply the place of anions, and / 
the windows ferve as the occafions of the moft ihamefal 
fcenes of infamous debauchery. 

Such is the dwelling rcferved for the worthy wife of an 
lioneft man !— -If this be the reward of virtue on earth, 
. who will be aftonithed at my contempt of life, and at 
the refolution with which I fhall be able to look death 
' In the face ? It never appeared to me in a formidable 
jhape } but at prefent is not without its charms ; and I 
could embrace it with pleafure, if my daughter did not 
invite me to (lay a little longer with her, and if my vo- 
luntary exit would not furnifh calumny with weapons 
againft my hufband, whofe glory I fliould fupport, if 
they fliould dare to carry me before a tribunal. 

In the latter part of Roland's adminiftration, confpi- 
racies and threats fucceeded each other fo faft, that our 
friends often preffed us to leave the. hotel during the 
night. Two or three times we yielded to their entrea- 
ties J but foon growing tired of this daily removal, I 
obferved that malevolence would hardly go fo far as to 
nriolate the abode of a man in office, while it might way- 
lay and immolate him out of doors ; and that, after all, if 
MGb, a misfortune were to happen^ it would be more 

conducive 



HTondufcive fo public utility, and to his perfona! glory » ftr 
the minifter to perifli at big poft. 

Accordingly we no longer flept out ; but I had my 
hufband's bed brought into my own room, that we might 
run |he fame hazard, and under my pillow or upon my 
night-table I kept a piilol, which I meaned to ufe, not 
for a vain defence, but to fave myfelf from the outrages 
of aflaflins, in cafe I ihould fee them approach. In that 
fituationl paflfed three weeks ; and certain it is that the 
hotel was twice befet, and that another time the Mar^ 
. feillois, hearing that fome villanous projecl or other was 
on foot, fent eighty of their people to guard us. It is 
certain alfo that the Jacobins and Cordeliers were for 
ever repeating in their tribune, that a i oth of Auguft. 
was as neceffary againft Roland as it had been againft 
Louis XVI ; but as they faid fo, it might be prefumed 
that they were not ready to realize their threat. Death, 
which I cheerfully braved at that time, cannot but ap- 
pear defirable to me at Sainte-Pelagie, did not power- 
ful confiderations chain me to the earth. 

My keepers foon began to fuffer more than myfdf 
from my (ituation, and were at great pains to rendfer it 
lefs difagreeable. The exceffive heat of the month of 
July rendered my prifon uninhabitable. ' The ' paper 
with which I covered the grates, did not prevent 
the fun from ftriking upon the white walls of my nar- 
row cell , and though my windows remained open all 
night, the burning and concentrated air of the diy did 
not get cool. 

The gaoler's wife invited me to pafs my ^zjs in her 

apartment; 



fi|i»fititfnrf but I limited my aceq^ttte of this o£fer to 
Hatt afternoon. ^ It was then I tbongbt of fmdiog for 
wfarti^fitmf which 1 jpxA into her room, zad mtb 
which I fometimes charmed away the heavy hours. But 
wliat a modification dtd my moral fituation fuflfer dur- 
ing that period! The rifing of fbme of the depsu-t- 
meats ieemod to axmounce the indignati<Hi tl^y had con- 
ceived at the violence offered to their r^t^efentativesy and 
their refolutiontof avenging it^by reftoring the conven- 
tion to its^ormer integrity. 

^ I KNBw that Roland was »a fafeand peaceful retreal^ 
receiving die conlblatton^ and the attentions of friend- 
Bffpi my daughtfer^ tsdceninto the houfe of venerable 
patriarchy coattnned her exercifes, and her education, 
ytuier their immeduifee infpedion, and with their own 
children ; and my friends, the fi^itives, wdcomed at 
Gads, were there furrounded by a re^dbUe force, i 
thought I faw the falvation of the republic growing out 
<£ events } and refigned to my own fate, I was happy 
fiiU ; for our happinefs depends leis on external ob- 
|eds» than on the difpofidons and affe&ions of the 
mind. I employed my time in an ufeful and agreeable 
manner ; I fometimes faw the four perfons who ufed to 
irifit me at the ^bey ; the worthy Grandpre^ whofe 
flace authorifed him to come, and who came acqom* 
pa^ed by a charming woman ; the faithful Bpfc, who 
broughtme flowa-s from the JartJUn des Plantesy of which 
die beautiful forms, the brilliant colours, and the fwe^ 
iragranQe,dtmini(hed thehprrorsof my melanchoUyabo^e 

«*«-^and ^ kind Champagneuss:, who perfitaded me fo ear- 

neftly 
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lusftty to continue the kiftorical memoirs I had begmf^^t 
that at his defire I refumed my pen, and for a ^irhik 
laid by my Tacitus and my Plutard), to whom I vnm 
accuftomed to devote my afternoons* 

Madam£ Bouchaud did not think it enough to hav^e 
offered me the ufe of her apartment* Perceiving that 
I availed myfelf of it with great referve, fhe determined 
to remove me altogether from my glopmy cell, and to 
lodge me in a comfortable room with a fire place, fituat-* 
ed on the ground floor, and underneath her own cham* 
ber. Thus am I delivered from the ibocki^g company 
which for three weeks has been my greateft torment* It 
will no longer be neceffaiy for me to pafs twice a day- 
through a throng of the women of my neighbourhood,-, 
for the purpofe of getting out of their way for a little 
time at leaft. I (hall no longer fee the turnkey of fini* 
fter countenance open my door every mornmg, and ftut 
me in every night with a monftrous bolt like a crimi* 
nal whom it is neceffary to keep in ciofe confine-^ 
ment. It is the good-natured face of Madame Bouchaudf 
which offers itfelf to my eyes ; whofe kind attentions* 
I perceive every moment. There is nothing, even to 
the very jeffamine carried np before my window and- 
winding its flexible branches round the bars, that doe$- 
not tefl:ify her defire to oblige. I look upon m^j'felf. as* 
her boarder, and forget my captivity. All my articles* 
of ftudy and amufemcnt are united around me ; my^ 
/arfe-piano is by my bedfide, and rece&s in the walk? 
afl%>rd me the meatus of arranging my little ^ffeds in" 
fuch a way as to preferve in my afylum that neatoefs in- 

which 
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which I del^ht. But gold, and falfehood, ^d 

intrigue, and arms, are employed againft the departments 
which the truth was beginning to enlighten ; foldiers 
deluded, or bought over, betray the brave Normans j 
Evreux is evacuated ; Caen abandons the members to 
which it had afforded a refuge ; domineering banditti, 
in what is ftill called a convention, declare them traitors 
to their country ; their perfons are outlawed j their pro- 
perty is confifcated ; their wives and children are taken 
into cuftody ; their boufes are demolifhed ; the members 
who chofe to remain in confinement are impeached, 
without any reafon being afEgned j and every thing an- 
nounces the triumph of audacious guilt over unfortu- 
nate virtue. That cowardice which marks the felfifli- 
ncfs and corruption of a degenerate people, whom we 
thought it poifible to reclaim by the light of reafon, 
but who were too far debafed ; that cowardice delivers 
over to terror the perfidious adminiftrators, and the ig- 
norant multitude. Every where the idea of peace and 
thedefireofrepofe, always illufory when it is not deferved, 
council theacceptanceof amonftrous conftitution, which 
had it even been better, ought not to have been re- 
ceived from the unworthy hands that held it out. There, 
where any refiftance might have arifen, it is ftifled by 
corruption ; and the money of the nation is laviflied to 
infure the fuccefs of its oppreffors. In their filly ftupor, 
a majority, incapable of reafoning, confider the facrifice 

of a few individuals as a trifling misfortune ; they think 

». 

to eftablifli juftice, peace, and fecurity, for themfelves, by 
fuffering them to be violated in the perfons of their re- 

prefentatives ; 



prefetitativeS ; and receive the pledge of their fervitud« ^ 
as the fign of falvation. In the mean time a rod of iron 
is held over the weak Parifians, the pufillanimous wit- 
nefles of horrors, which they lament, but dare not make 
known: famine threatens, them; poverty preys upon their 
vitals ; oppreffion overwhelms them ; the reign of pro- 
fcriptions begins ; denuciations come Ihowering dowa 
on every fide ; and the prifons overflow. Every where 
an infamous recompenfc awaits him who has a vi£Um to 
oflfer ; the porters of private houfes, kept fecretly in pay^ 
become the chief informers, and fervants are no longer 
any thing but fpies. 

An aftonifhing woman taking counfel, from her coo* 
rage alone, caiue to inflift death upon the apoftle of mur«<. 
der and pillage. She de(erves the admiration of the 
univerfe. But not being well acquainted with the flate 
of things, her time and her viflim were ill chofen. 
There was a greater criminal, to whom her immolating 
hand fhould have given the preference. The death of 
Marat only ferved the purpofes of his abominable fee- 

ft 

taries : they transformed into a martyr the man whom 
they had taken for a prophet; and fanaticifm and knavery, 
always in a league, derived from this event an advan- 
tage fimilar to that which the murder of le Pelletier had 
procured them. Certainly that murder had been too 
fatal in its confequences to permit us to think that the 
fugitive members, entire ftrangers to the adion of Pa- 
ris*, were not equally fo to that of Charlotte Cordayj 

♦ The murder of Ic Pelletier. 
PART ir. 2 M kut 
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iKit their adverfaries laid hold of it as a new mean of 
ruining them in the minds of the people. The mo{l 
determined republicans, the only men of the aifemblj 
who joined to the courage of ftrift probity the autho- 
rity of talents and knowledge, were reprefented as the 
iavourers of defpotifm, and vile confpirators. At one 
time they are fuppofed to be in a league with the rebels 
of La Vendee, and on the fabres of the warriors de- 
iirous of defending them, the words Vive Louis XVII. 
are faid to be infcribed : at another time they arp accufed 
of endeavouring to divide France into little republics, 
and are reprobated as federalids. It is with equal con- 
fiftency that BriiTot is taken into Englifh pay, and that 
his wife, in a report fent to all the departments, is 
gravely reprefented as having retired to the queen's 
apartments at Verlailles^ and as holding fecret councils 
there, 

NoTHiNGcanbemore ridiculous than this ftory to thofc 
who are acquainted with Brflbt's wife, devoted to the 
domeftic virtues, • wholly taken up with the cares of her 
bouftiold, ironing her hufband's fhirts herfelf, looking 
through the key-hole to fee if fhe may fafely open the 
door to thofe who knock, and hiring a little miferable 
room in the village of St. Clpud, in order to have it in 
her power to carry the child that fhe has juft weaned 
into the open air. But Ihe is taken into cuftody j is 
conduced ro Paris; and a guard is placed over her 
FfTnii's wife, who was going to retire among her friends 
till the ftorm Ihould Wow over, is arrefted with her fon- 

Miranda, whom the revolutionary tribunal had acquitted, 

is 
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is remanded to prifon as a fufpe^lcd perfon, o» the 
formation of his yalet, a fpy of Pachc j all the generals 
■are put -under arreft ; and Cuftine, whom, as I have 
been told by the prince de Linanges, the AttftKani 
dreaded more than any of the reft, is threatened with 
the lofsof his head. Diforganization fprcads itfelf over 
the whole face of France, and a civil war breaks out in 
a variety of places. The acceptance of the con^^ttvuieA 
cannot procure for Lyons an aft of oblivion for the juf- 
tice it dared"p) execute on twoor three of Marat's ban- 
ditti ; it is called upon to deliver up the heads ef its 
richeft inhabitants, and to pay a considerable fum of jno- 
ney ; the high fpiritcd Marfeilles fends fuccour to the Ly- 
onefe ; and troops are recalled from the frontiersi* which 
are left expofed to the ravages of the enemy, ia ordier to 
fet brother againft brother,, and to fpill the blood of 
Frenchmen by the hands of the French themfelves* In 
the mean time the enemy advances *in the north ; Valen- 
ciennes no longer exifts ; Cambray is blocked up ; and 
the Auftrian light troops appear in the environs of Pe- 
Tonne. Paris, like another Baby lon^ fees its brutifli po- 
pulace run in crowds to ridiculous feftivals, or feaft their 
eyes upon the blood of a multitude of i^retche^ facri- 
ficed to their ferocious diftruft ; while the felfifli and un- 
feeling fill the theatres, and the timid citizen ftays 
trembling at home, where he is not fure of fleeping, 
if it pleafe his neighbour to fay that he has made ufe of 
uncivic expreffions, blamed the carnage of the 2d of 
September, or lamented the fate of the viftims of Or- 
leans, put to death without proof of their being privy 

to 
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CO air aflaffinadon which was noi committed on the per^ 
fon of the infamous Bourdons O my country ! into 
what hands art thou fallen. Chabdt and his fellows an- 
nounce that Roland is at Lyons, affirm that he is exciting 
an infurrection in that city, and call for his impeachment 
and for mine : and at the fame time they fearch the 
cellars of the obfervatory, and inveft the houfe of one 
of his friends, where they fuppofe him to lie concealed. 
All my friends are profcribed, fugitives, or in confine- 
ment ; my hufband only efcapes from the fury of his 
advcrfaries by keeping clofe in a retreat which may be 
compared to the fevered imprifonment ; and it is even 
decreed that the few perfons who come to confole me 
Ihall undergo perfecution. — Grandpre, dining in com- 
pany with a man whom he did not know to be a juftice 
of peace, and a member of the tribunal of the diftrift, 
lamented the negligence of the magiftrates, who fuflfered 
fo many perfons to languifli in the prifons. On this the 
unknown perfonage difcovered himfelf j affeded a great 
defire to be made ac(]^uainted with abufes, to the reform 
of which he might have.it in his power to contribute ; 
and begged Grandpre to let him have his name and ad- 
drefs, that ho might call, and take him with him in his 
next vifit to the prifons. That was only a pretext, — the 
juftice of peace haftened to the committee of general 
fafety, and fabricated an atrocious denunciation againfl 

Grandpre, whom he accufed of being an accomplice in 
the death of Marat. — ^It feems as if we were living in 
the time of Tiberius ; for, like his, this is the reign of 
informers. — ^Grandpre was taken up by an officer and 

four 
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fovLT mulketeers, who repaired to his apartment at five 
o'clock in the'morning ; ranfacked his papers, and fealed 
up his effefts* He had then about him a letter addrefled 
by me to the unfortunate Briffot. .What a crime might 
be made of . this, to me for having written it, and to him 
for being the bearer ! Luckily he found means to con- 
ceal it from their fearch ; but it was not till after a te- 
. dious debate that he could obtain permiffion to remain 
under a guard at his office, inftead of going to fleep at 
the Abbey ; nor was it till after the expiration of feveral 
days, that means were found to demonftrate the falfity 
of thje charge. 

Champagneux was lefs fortunate : to the crime of 
owing his appointment to Roland, he joined that of oc- 
cupying a defirable4)Iace. — Collot d*Herbois went drunk 
to the office of the home department, between four and 
five o'clock in the afternoon, at the moment that the 
clerks had juft left their delks to go to dinner : his bufi- 
nefs was to demand carriages, of which the mimfter had 
hot the difpofal. In a rage at not finding Garat, he fwore, 
ftormed, broke the legs of the chairs and table*, went 
to the apartment of Champagneux, the fir ft clerk, abufed 
him, ordered the packets that were made up for the poft- 
office to be opened, and quarrelled about the inclofure 
they contained. It was a kind of circular letter, con- 
fifting of queftions, and intended to piocure information 
concerning the (late of the country. In his heated braia 

♦ Thefe 6.^3 may appear exaggerated ; but they are Cirl&lj true. I 
had them from aa eye-witnefs, whofe veracity is uodoubted. They are 
coofirmed by a late publication of Garat & 

he 
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lie arranged a denunciation, which he brought forward 
the next day, at the Convention, and on the ftrength of 
which a decree of arrell was pafled both againfl Garat 
and Champagneux. 

Garat came to the bar, made no complaint of CoIIot, 

explained his conduft in the gentleft terms, pronounced a 
fulfome panegyric on the auguft affembly, and was fent 
back to his duty, Champagneux at firft hid himfelf in 
a fright, but afterwards appeared. He was referred by 
the Convention to the Committee, and by the Committee 
was fent a prifoner to the Force. Garat folicited by 
others, and having an intereft himfelf in the enlargement 
of Champagneux, whofe fervices he could not difpenfe 
with, repaired to the Committee to obtain it. There he 
made it appear, that, without the affiftance of a man 
fa converfant in bufinefs, it would be'impoffible for him 
to remain in office, and by his friends, fuch as Barrere, if 
men like Barrere can be called friends, was encouraged 
to liope, that by offering his conditional refignation, 
Champagneux would be reflored to him, as an induce- 
ment to continue in adminiftration ; but the refl of the 

Committee fpoke out in plainer terms. He was re- 
quired to fill up the place of Champagneux ; his liber- 
ty and his life depended on his compliance. He was re- 
quired to fill it up by the appointment of a young man, 
twenty-fix yeirs of age, deftitute of experience in bufi- 
nefs, of all kinds of knowledge, and of every recom- 
mendation but the favour of the Committee, of which he 
was a tool. Garat, who never refufed his mafters any 
thing, fubmitted and then retired from his office, aban- 
doning a poft it was impoffible for him to main- 

tain. 
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tain*. But Champagneux was not fet at liberty, andthc 
fourth week of his detention has already paffed. At the 
moment he was threatened with an arreft (for Col- 
lot had announced it as an aft that would neceffary 
follow his volition), Champagneux was in poflfeffion of 
almoft the whole of my Hifiorical Memoirs^ the exiftence 
of which he wifhed to infure by taking a copy. Un- 
eafy, agitated, and not doubting but the principles 
by which tliey were didated, and the freedom with 
which they were written, were a direft paflport to the 
fcafFold, he committed them to the flames. — Yet thefe 
are the governors of the empire ! — CoUot, a ftrolllng 
player by profeffion, by whofe fide fits a judge of the 
fouthern departments, who not long fince condemned 
him to a year's imprifonment for an offence which he 
commicted while a vjigrant from 'barn to barn, and for 
which feveral of the judges wifhed to fend him to the 
galleys ! — Great ftrength of lungs, the jeftures of a jack- 
pudding, the manoeuvres of a knave, the extravagance 
oi a madman, and the effrontery of ignorance j fuch 
were his means of fuccefs at the clubs, particularly at the 
club of the Jacobins, who were not aftamed to men- 
tion him at the time of the formation of the patriotic 
miniftry under Louis XVL 

• Parcv formerly head-clerk to Danton» who had got him appointed 
i^retary to the Council on Grovelle's departure, fucceeded Garat ; 
and the ex-minifter, happy to efFed a change, which, by delivering 
him from a place of relponfibility, conferred on him one of twenty 
thoufand livres a year, became fecrctary of the Council. It is not 
altogether ufclcfs to remark, that DesforgueSf minifter of foreign af-" 
fairs> was alfo one of Damon's clerks. 

, COLJLOT 
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CoLLoT thinking himfelf ill ufed byAe appointmcat* 
of Roland to the home department, to which he had di- 
reded his views, deemed him the more worthy of his ha- 
tred, as being an enemy by whom he was overlooked* 
From that moment his Jacobinical influence was direded 
againft him, and that condud, added to his other relzdve 
qualities, procured him a feat in the Coavention, as one 
of the Parifian deputation. 

Champagneux, in his confinement;, regrets hisUber^^ 
ty lefs than the pleafure of fometimes alleviating my 
captivity, while I am afilided at his^ which he owes to his 
connexion with Roland and myfelf. As to Boft, who 
has already given up his place of adminiftrator at the 
poft-ofEc^, and whom I endeavour to perfuade not to 
run the riik of a prifon by vifiting me in mine, I fee hiip 
once a week, as it were by ftealth. In the midft of 
all thefe forrows, I can however offer my friends a feat 
in the pleafant room, where the kind-hearted Madame 
Bouchaud has fequeilered me from all the appearances 
of a prifon. I am there expofed, it is true, to the in- 
convenience of having a fentry planted direftly oppofite 
my window, on whofe account I am always obliged to 
keep my curtains drawn, and who comes te-Kftcn to 
every thing that is faid when I am not alone ; and 
I am difturbed by the horrible barking of three great 
dogs, whofe kennel is at lefs than ten paces diftance. 
1 am aUb clofe to a large room, pompoufly ftyled the 
council-chamber, where the adminiftrators of the police 
do their bufinefs when they come to examine a prifoner. 

It is to this neighbourhood that I am oidebted for the 

knowledge 
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jbftowledfe of fome (mrious fcenes, of which I am go- 
ing to fay a few words. 

Two men, whofe names I once knew, and have ei-^ 
ther forgotten, or do not choofe to repeat, becaufe the 
names of fuch wretch«s arc not deferving of mention, had 
been fent to prifon for their malverfations in the clothiAg 
of the troops, in which department of the public fer* 
vice they were employed. Thdy had for friends, or for 
accomplices, fome people of tiieir own defcription, and 
thofe people were adtuaHy adminiftrators of the police. 
Charged in that quality with the maintenance of order in 
the prifbns, and the fuperint«idance of the gaolers, they 
came to Sainte Pelagie once or twice a week, with other 
iriends like themfelves, ten or twelve in number, and 
fpifnetimes more, fent for the two darling pri^ners to 
the council-chamber, and there making the gaoler 
give them capons, chickens, eggs, wine, cordials, coffee* 
&€• confumed them at his expence, and kept up 
their orgies ^three or four hours together. No one 
would ever imagine, and mod aifuredly I (hall not 
undertake to relate the brutal joy, the fulfome converfa- 
tion, and the infamy of thefe entertainments. The word 
patriotiiin, ftupidly applied, and repeated emphatically 
on every mention of the Icaffpld, to which it was pro- 
per to fend all fuf^eEled perfons ; that denomin'Stion be- 
ftowed upon every one who had received a good educa- 
tion, or was poffeffed of a fortune not recently ftolen ; 
the difgufting kiffes from thofe mouths, reeking with 
wine, fmacking upon the cheeks of the new comers, and 
repeated in concert at the moment of breaking up ; the 

FART lu 2 N ^bfcenc^ 
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obfcene jefts of men -deftitute of all morality, iai ftran- 
gers to all fliame ; and the filly pride of atrocious block* 
heads, who dreamed of nothing but denunciations, and 
whofe fole fcience confided in imprifoning their bet- 
ters. 

Plato might well compare democracy to zn au&ion of 
government, a kind of fair^ where all poifible modes of 
adminiftration are intermixed. But how would he cha- 
racterize that ftate of f(^iety where men like thefc are 
arbiters of the liberty of their fellow-citizens ? When- 
ever this agreeable company came, Bouchaud or his wife 
never failed to withdraw rtff key from the door, and to 
give me notice of their arrival. At laft I took my re- 
folution, and fhut niy ears againft thdr noife ; I even 
found a(h entertainment in continuing my Hiflorical Me- 
tnoirsy and in writing vigorous paflages, before the eyes, 
as it \5rere, of wretches who would have torn me 1p 
pieces if they had heard only a fingle phrafe. * 

As the loth of Auguf^ was at hand*, and fears were 
entertained of a rehearfal of the 2d of September, in the 
prifons, the adminiftjators found means to get out the 
rogues of their acquaintance ; and by -fo doing put an 
end to the civic feafts at Sainte-Pelagie. If I could per- 
fuade myfelf to meddle with fuch difguftirig matters, I 
could give very aftonifliing, and very (hocking ac- 
counts, of the abufes that prevail in the prifons— -the 
criminals would there be feen converting into accom- 
plices almoft all the fervants, and other perfons con- 
cerned in the bufinefs of the place ; women of the town 
guilty of ferious offences, obtaining their enlargement 

without 



/ I 






< 8» ) 

without a trial, by means of the admimftrator^ who 
fleeps with them the night after ; affaflins, rich enough 
to pay 2^ advocate (defenfeur officieuxj with the produce 
of their robberies, bribing him to deftroy the vouchers, 
and procure the impunity, of their crimes ; and profefled 
thieves k^ping up their intrigues with one another, and 
with their accomplices without ; thieving ftill, though 
immured in a prifon ; and dividing the fpoils with the 
turnkey, or with the gendarme^ who appears to guatd 
them* Every thing gets tainted or completely fpoiled- 
in thefe infe6aous places under a vicious adminiftra-*^ 
tion,. defiring only to deftroy, carelefs of correfting,^ 
and a£hiated by paffion alone. — ^ Compaffibnate and ge* 
nerous Howard, who wanderedft over all Europe to vi* 
fit thofe gloomy dungeons, in whkh the wifdom of aa* 
equitable government ought never to- let innocence Ian-' 
guifii, and where it (bould alfo .take care to di(Unguiih 
weaknefs from criminality, how would your feeling heart 
have been hurt if you had been pcrfeflily acquainted with 
the management of the prifons belonging to the nation 
then efteemed the gentled: upon earth l^ There no diC* 
dnfkion is made between giddy youth and hardened guilt*. 
I have feen a botanical (tudent, who had fpoken ill of 
Marat, confined in the fame room withhigh way robbers* 
There no refped is fhewn to morals. I have feen a^ 
girl of fourteen, who was claimed by her parents, de« 
tained in the fame cell with the infamous woman who^ 

» 

had juft feduced her, and who had been taken up for 
that offence. There no regard is had to decency, or 
attention to ialubrity, in the conflru^tioa. of the e^fice,.. 
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or m the laying out of the internal fpace. A trnMBgr 
b now eredlingat Sainte-Pela^ie, pn an immen& piece 
of ground, by an archited of confined ideas^ a man of 
|io mindj who is taking meafures contrary to ^very prin-^ 
ciple of rationality, and yet no perfon in the fuperior 
branches of adminiftration is either able or Dnlliog ta 
correft his plan. 

Here I mufl: do juftice to the prefent keeper. He 
' does what he can in matters of detail, but nothing can 
prevent the bad confequences^refulting from an organ- 
ization eflentially vicious.. There ought to be either 
dinin£l;houfes, fome appropriated to criminals, and others 
to lufpicious or fuipeded perfons, or eUe wings entirely 
detached ; nor fhould there be any communication be- 
tween the two fexes. But as this is not the place for a 
treatife upon the fubje£t, I can only lament the defliny of 
a people, in the eftabliihment of whofe liberty it is im- 
poflible for thofe to believe who have once been witneifes 
to its extreme corruption. 

On my firft coming to Samte-Pelagie, I was waited 
upon by a woman, confined for fome trifling offence. 
Her fervices were an aflTiftance to my weaknefs, while I 
had the means of making them an alleviation of her dif^ 
trefs. Not but that I was very well able to be my own fer- 
vant : * Toutjien bieu augenereux courage^ ^ was faid of 
Favonius performing for Pompey in his misfortunes the 
oflices which valets are accuftomed to perform for their 
mader^. This may be applied with equal truth to the 
unfortunate man^ iliipped of his fortune, and providing 

* Erery'UuDg becomes a noble Ipirif, . 
• ^ for 
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fcr all his wants, and to tjie auftere philofopher, difdain-* 
ing every fupcrfluity. C^Jntius* was roafting his tor- 
nips when he received the ambaffadors of the Samnites 9 
and I could have made my bed at Sainte-Pelagie ; but, 
as in fetching water, and things ,- of the lik^ kind, it 
was necefl&ry to go through long paffages, and to mix 
with their various inhabitants, I was not forry to have a 
perfon whom t could oblige by fending her on fuch er- 
rands. She continued to affift me in the room I had 
been indulged with, and was coming in one morning' 
at the very moment that an adminiftrator was at the door 
of the council-chamber. . He alked who lodged there ; 
delired toinfpeft the room ; came in ; caft an angry eye 
around him j and then went out, and complained to 
the keepet^s wife of the degree of comfort fhe allowed 
me to enjoy. — ' Madame Roland was indifpofed (that 
was true) ; and I put her more in the way of receiving 
fuch affiftance as fhe might Hand in need of ; befides 
fhe fometimes amufes herfelf with a forte piano^ for 
which there is not room in a cell.* — She mud do^i!i4th- 
out it ; fend her this very day into a corridor : it is your 
bufinefs to maintain equality.* 

Unfeeling wretch! is it to maintain equality that you 
\irifh to confound me with the moft abandoned of wo- 
men ? Madame Bouchaud, more diftreffed than can well 
be imagined, foon came to communicate to me the order 
Ihe had received. I confoled her by conforming to it 

* By Slmntbuj Madame Roland oceans Lucius ^uUtiius Cinatmafits $ 
but Marcus Curias Dentatus is the perfonage of whom this anecdote it 
related by the Roman hiftorians ^ Legatls ScmnUum aurum ^ffenntihoH 
^um i^fc infoeorapa torrerH^ &c. Plxji. dt viris illujlrlbus* jTranf. 

with 
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Drith much calnmefs and refignadon $ and it was agreed 
that I ihould come down in the courfe of the day to 
change the air, and to return to my ftudies, the materials 
for which I left where they were. Thus am I once more 
deftined to fee the tiynkeys, to hear the creaking of the 
boks, to breathe the fetid air of a corridor, fadly illumin- 
ed in the evening by a lamp, of which the thick fmoke 
blackens all the walls, and fuffbcates the neighbourhood. 
Thefe are the humane adions, the iigns of liberty 
given by thofe men, who upon the ruins of the Baftile 
recall to our recolle£iion the cruelty pf the governor kil- 
ling Lauzun^s fpider, and who, in the Champ de Mars^ 
fend up birds carrying ftreamers, to announce to the in- 
habitants of the upper regions the felicity of the earth* 
Infolent comedians \ you are playing your taft part$ : 
the enemy is at hand. — By the enemy I meaa the de- 
partments endeavouring to infure the triumph of reafon 
and of true liberty, and preparing your ruin. 

MiNB is ineyitabie, no doubt; I have defer ved the ha- 
tred of all tyrants ; but I only regret that of my country, 
which your chaftifement will confole, but cannot fave* 

As to the reft, the confequences of oppreflion have 
filled the corridor I inhabit with women in whofe com- 
pany I can remain without ihame, and even with pka- 
fiire. I have found there the wife of a juftice of peace, 
whofe neighbour afcribes to 'her expreffions ftyled unci- 
vie ; I have found there the wife alfo of the prefident of 
the revolutionary tribunal ; and there I have found Ma- 
dame Petion. — * I little thought,* faid I on accofting 
her, • when I was fliaring your uneafinefs at the Mairie^y 

♦ The refidcnce of tie mayor. 
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*n the lolh of Auguft, ^792, that we fhould keep otff 
fed anniverfary at Sainte-Pelagie, and that the fall of 
the throne would lead to our difgrace/ 



RAPID OBSERVATIONS 

On the Indidment drawn up by Am a ft. againji the Mem^ 

bers of the Convention. 

If there have exifted t$ con/piracy againji the unity 
and indivijibility ofthe^republic^ againji the liberty and the 
fafety of the French people^ it is evident that it can only 
have been formed by the abettors of defpotiftn, by am* 
bitious men, wiihing to monopolise power and riches^ 
or by the enemies of mankind^. 

Brijfot^ Genfonne^ VergniauXj Gaudet, Gorfas^ Ptti^n^ 
Buzot^ &c. are accounted fuch* Thefe.men muft then 
have fhewn, on more oceafions than one, their hatred of 
liberty, their thirft of gain, their eagernefs to obtain pla* 
ces, all the vices and corruption, in fliort, that are na*- 
tural to fuch chara£ters. Suppofmg even that they had 
aflfumed the ma& of hypocrify, it was impoffible for the 
end they had in view to remain concealed : their cou- 
duft muft have betrayed it, and their interefted motives 

« 

mail have evidently appeared. Let us enquire into what 
they were ; let us lee how they have afted; and we ihaU 
be able to judge of what is laid to their charge. After 
that it will be time to go in fearch of the con/piracy it- 
felf, which very poffibly may refemble the ftorj of the 

golcfea 
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piden iooth^ ; or may amount to nothing more tliftn ther 
well-known efforts of ariftocrates and royalifts, maidfeft- 
cd as early as the infancy of the revolution, and con^ 
Ae£ted with the enterprizes of foreign powers.--Let us 
look at a few of thefe men in private life before the 
year 1 789, the aera when the bufy fcene of politics^ 
then opening, firft brought them forward to public 
▼iew ; and let us obferve the courfe they afterwards, 
purfued. Advocates for the mod part, fome had diftin« 
guifhed themfelves at the bar, others had made them^* 
Iblves known in the republic of letters ; fevjeral remaik- 
able only for the integrity they had difplayed in their. 

r 

profeifions, were feated in the States OeneraU by the 
efteem that integrity had procured them, while ieveral 
others devoted themfelves to the laborious, but honour- 
able fundlions of journalifts, and ftruggkd courageauf« 
fy with defpotilm driven to difpair* 

PetwHy fimple in his manners, moderate in his deiires^ 
and married to a wotnan of ei^lent fenfe, re&ded at 
Chartres^ Efteemed by his fellow-citizens, who had 
witnefied his birth, and already noted for that philofophy 
which marks a good underftanding, at an early peripd ia 
life he was deemed worthy of a fiSat in the afieipbly of 
the ftates* 

^ Buzot^ diftinguiflied at Eyreux by his flrift probity 
and premature prudence, infpired con6dence, and de- 
fer vcd con^deration at an age when fb many others think 

* After fome of the greateft natural Liftorians and philofophers in Eu- 
rope had been long employed in endeavouring to account for the exiilence 
of a golden tooth in a living fiibjeft, they found out wUh furprifing fa- 
gacity that the tooth was a faUe one. Trar^. 

9f 
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tf fto^iitig but pleafure. A tafte for ftudf, and the foU« 
lary habits of. ^ meditative nund, fiUed up all thofe mo* 
tBeats which he did not devote to ihfi bar ; while man* 
ners equally pure and gentle, rendered him dear to hit 
friends. The warmth of his fentiments, the eafe of hit 
elocution, and the aufterity of his principles* procured him 
the honourable office of carrying his country's com* 
piaihts and demands to the States General. 

Xiorfasy the £ither of a numerous family, undertook, 
from the very beginning of the revolution, to condud a 
periodical paper, in which he combated the ftill power* 
ful coon, and devoted vhimfelf to the defence of the 
people, always endeavouring to eftabKih, and never neg« 
ledjng to reclaim, their rights* 

Briffity a writer from his early youth, had preached 
liberty in the time of defpotifm,and humanity during the 
reign of tyranny : he had long prayed for the revolution, 
had helped to bring it forward by expofing the abufes of 
the times, and had undergone imprifonment as a punlfh- 
ment for the freedom of his writings. More taken up 
with moral truths in politics than with the care of hit 
fortune, he had engaged in feveral fpeculations, the fai- 
lure of which had increafed his poverty without in- 
jury to his honoun The revolution was the figttal of 
his political life : he began his career in the midfl of 
ftorms, difcuiling principles, fparing no one who appear- 
ed to violate them, and labouring without intermiffioa 
for the public wieal. 

I STOP for a moment at thefefour perfonages : the two 
firft jnade a figure in the conftituent affembly j Briflbt 

PART lu 2 obtained 
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obtained a feat in the fucceeding legiflature ; and ali focrr 
became members of the Convention. Was there a 
iingle circumftance in ^vrhich they ^fted unlike them- 
felves ? Did they aflume any authority ? Did they ac* 
quire any wealth ? Or did they aim at the fupreme 
power for themfelves and their friends ? 

Petjon and Buzot ferved the caufe of liberty in the 
conftituent affembly, with a zeal and conftancy which 
procured them the hatred of ariftocracy, and the favour 
of the people : but popular favour is inconftant, while 
perfevering hatred gains frelh ftrength by the accet 
fion of all the jealous, whofe attacks never fail to follow 
any brilliant fuccefs* Buzot, belonging to the criminal 
tribunal of Evreux, preferred doing his duty in his na- 
tive country to the exercife of the fame fiinftions at Pa- 
ris, which would have better fuited an ambitious man } 
he fupported his reputation tn the prefence of his feHow- 
citizens, and of the enemies he had made himfelf by hh 
civifm J and obtained by his merit a feat in the Conven- 
tion, after having eftabliflied a popular fociety in the 
town, as an indifpenfable barrier againft the ftrugglesof 
defpotifm in chains, but not fubdued. It cannot be faid 
that he had either his re-eledion, or any kind bf em- 
ploy in view on leaving the conftituent affembly, any 
more than Petion j for they were the very men who 
procured the paffing of the decree forbidding the mem- 
bers of that affembly to hold any place or to be re-eleft- 

r 

ed for four years to come. They had even demanded 
an interval of fix ; but at the time of the revifion that 
decree was tepealed, in fpite of their endeavours to 

maintain 
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gffi^tem it Bu^ot thm entered the Cbnveittioft as pui^ 
as be had left the coftltueat afiembly ; and there for 
a while we wUl leave hiau We fttall fee hereafter how 
he conduded himfelf > and (hall he able to judge whe- 
ther a man who braved clamour and outrages in fup* 
port of Ms opinions^ even admitting fome of them to 
be erroneous^ could be an ambitiaus hypocrite^ or a. 
. confpirator • 

Petion was elevated to the mayoralty by pppxilar fa-*< 
.vour, and preferved it till after the loth of Auguft, as 
well as the hatred of the court, which manifefted itfelf on 
every occafion, even to the very laft. It is only of late 
that any one lias ventured to accufe him of going to the 
.palace for the purpofe of defending it, while it is well- 
known that he was expofed to its fire* The calumniatic^ 
afiertion of his having, given Mandat orders to fire upon : 
the people, is alfof of recent date. . I aflc what could 
tempt Petion,* detefted by the. court, and beloved by the 
people, to betray the latter, and ferve the former, when it 
flood on the very brink of ruin ? Could he who had ac- 
quired popularity by combating regal power, have any 
reafon to forfeit it, when the people were beginning to ob- - 
tain power ? Let us put the philofopher and the zealous 
citizen out of the queftion ! let us look only to the mz^n; 
and we (hall fee that even in the efUmation of ambition and 
felf-intereft, the condud attributed to Petion would have 
been abfurd; and that if he had not too much principle,, 
he had at leaft too much good fenfe, to fall intofuch an 
error* * He was prevented by his ofBce from putting hi mfelf 
at the head of the infurredion j is^fo pievesiTii^'s oppo- 

"^ fing. 






lliig it, he fliould have been renderectJiicapaUe^ a^Ki^, 
or confined. This theheedlefs commune foi^ot todo^and 
I remember, that Lanthenas went twice from the Mairk 
to the town-houfe, to advife theii putthig a firong guard 
on his hotel. The reporter ^ Amar) did not fay a fyi- 
lable of the maflacres of the fecond of Septlmber r be 
wifely avoided the danger of touching on a <]Qe(lion, both 
fides of which had been fupported by the Mountaineers* 
When Roland denounced thofe maflacres, the Jacobins 
faid they were the work of the people and of its ven- 
geance : they even madeit a crime not to applaud them ; 
and when Petion, with the-reft of the right fide, obtain- 
ed a decree to profecute the murderers, Fetion and die 
tight fid<> were catted the enemies of Kberty and of the 
people. But when the decree had fallen into defuetude> 
when the Jiicobins triumphed, and the twenty-two wef e 
profcribed, the Jacobins themfelvcs* and Hebert among 
the firft of them, impudently afferted that the maffiicres 
were Petion's work. 

Gtuidetj Vergniaux, and G^^;i;2/,di{lihgur(hed'by their 
talents, and well known at Bourdeaux as friends to the 

revolution, were eleQed members of the legiflativc afiem- 
bly. They were the firft men for talents in that body, a 
kind of ariftocracy which procured them mofie numerous 
and more dangerous enemies than any want of civifm 
could have done. They ahemately filled the prefident's 
chair on the tenth of Auguft at that crirical moment 
when the weak would have trembled at fuch a painful 
pre-eminence ; nor can any but knaves reproach them 
i^ith the moderathm and the temper they dtfplayed in 

their 
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tlieir conduft at Chat interefting period. Briffot natii. 
Yally became intimate with them, becaufe he approached 
nearer to the level than any other per fon, in like manner 
as a fimilarity of feiltiments had made him conned^ him- 
felf with the defenders'of principles in the conftituent 
aiTembly, to which he did not belong : the countryman 
and friend of Petion, he became acquainted with fuch of 
his colleagues as fupported that caufe in favour of which 
his journal was compofed. 

H£ had laboured under the fame miftake as many 
other perfons, in regard to la Fayette ; or rather it may 
be faid, that la Fayette^ fwayed at firft by the principles 
he had adopted, had no longer the ftrehgth of mind ne*- 
eeffary to fupport them when the ftruggle became diflS- 
cult ; or that, fearing the confequences of too great a 
power in the hands of the people, he deemed it prudent 
^o eftabliih fome kind of counterpoife. The fad is, that 
as he ' profeiTed republicanifm in private, Briflfot was a 
long while before he could believe him guilty, when 
he was become fo in the eyes of more violent men. But 
he had blamed* him without referve, and publicly de* 
clared his rupture with him, before the aifair of the 
Champ^e-Mars^ Here the reporter piques himfelf fo 
little upon accuracy, that he confounds dates : he makes 
Briiibt come to the Jacobins in March 1791, to prepare 
the bufinefs of the Champ-de^Marsy which did not take 
place till ^^/)r, and which was folely occaiioned * by the 

flight and return of the king in the month of June. It 
\\ well known befides, that BriiTot did not go to the Ja« 
€obina to excite them to fign the petition, but merely be- 
caufe 
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csnfe be was appointed one of the coaiiiiittee to drawie 
up. I remeoiber to have heard him relate ou tl^e foU 
iomag day, that L^r/of, who was alfo of the comtnittee^ 
complained of fuch a violent bead-a^ch that he could not 
hold the pen» and that he begged of Briflbt to take it ^ 
that the feme Laclos propofed the iafertioR of an article 
which he mentioned with anair of indifference, but which 
would have been favourablib to d' Orleans i and that he 
(BriiTot) rejected it with indignation, ai|d fubftituted the 
paifage recommending a republic, for which that mo- 
fneot was peculiarly proper, and might have been turned 
to great account . It is atfo well known that the aiCembiy 
having decided m ^our of the king, the Jacobins^ ia- 

fiead of fending their petition ta the Champ^de-Mursy feat 
deputies there to fay, that it was not a proper place 

ibr their purpofe, ahex the decree. Tlus took place 
on the Saturday. I faw the deputies come to the 
> C hamf 'de-Mars at noon, with npt more than two or 
three hundred peribns, and where Verrieres, the little 
hump-backed cordelier, and fome others, were declaim*- 
ing upon the national akat. It was on the Sunday 
morning, that two men were hanged, when there were 
not thirty perfons affemhled, a fa£t whkh I have 
heard attributed with forae probability to the contriv- 
ance of the Lameths and others, who wanted an op* 
portunity of employing force, and infpiring terror* 
Certain it is, that Sunday having brought together 3 
great number of people, who had been attraded by the 
vague report of a petition, while that of the hanging bu- 
finefs had hot as yet got abroad, Robert fet about drawiiig 

one 
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cfnetrp, completed It, and was getting it figned, whea tlw * 
military were called out, in confequcnce of a denunciatioa 
made to theaflembly, and of the violent letter written by 
Charles Lameth, the prefident, to the commune of Paris^ 
felting forfh the neceflity of repreffing the horrid difor- 
ders of which two men had been the viclims.- Thus did 
the morning murder, committed, as it were,* by fteahh, 
ferve as a pretext for lhootin|g the people affembled ia 
the afternoon. The red flag was hoifted at the town-hall, 
terror and imprifonment were the order of the day, and 
prepared the triumph of the revifors, who ^ifhed to givt 
ftrength to the party of the court. Surely it will be 
quite enough to read the Patriot* of that time, to judge 
whether it be pofliWe that Briffot, who denounced tb6 
affair of the Champ-de-Mars, fupported the people, and 
attacked the revifors, could tt the fame time have been 
their accomplice. This accufation is abfurd in the ex- 
treme ! But every thing is fo from one end to the other 
of this work of iijiquity, I will not enter here into the 
queftion of the war, which was the fignal of the great di- 
vifion that took place among the patriots. Robefpierre, 
fiery, jealous, greedy of popularity, and inclined to do- 
mineer, both by his nature and the high opinion he en- 
tertained of his own merit, put himfelf at the head of the 
pa^y that oppofed the declaration of lioftiKties. It would 
be worth the trouble to examine the fpeeches on the fub- 
je6l : to me it appeared that the mafs of enlightened perfons 
were in general'foi; the affirmative, and confequently of 
Briffot's opinion. Certain jt is that the court was very re- 

* ]|^riflbt*s Journal. 
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f ugnant to the meafure, and that the king was in a tttafb* 
ner overruled by his council. He had every thing to gain' 
by delay : the enemy were making their preparations at 
their eafe, and our inadion would have delivered us into 
their hands, a defencelefs prey. Robefpieire c6uld wmt 
forgive Brifibtthis triumph. The ice was brokei^, and 
from that moment it became his fole obje& to i)ringfor- 
ward all the misfortunes thatbefel us, whether inevitable 
or not, as crimes againft the patti&ns of the war^ The 
exaggeration of paflion became by degrees a fyftem of 
refined calumny, artfully contrived, and obftinately per* 
fevered in. BrifTot could no longer make the eulogium 
cf any man, without its being conArued into, perfidy, if 
that man afterwards departed from- the lineoflduty* 
BrilTot was acquainted with feveralperfonsintheffiiiniftry 
by whom he was efteemed — here was another reafon of 
jealoufy and diftruft. Thofe minifters, honouf ably di& 
graced by the court, were recalled after the fell of the 
throne j and Briffot Jtt that time was o^e of the few men 
in the affembly poffeffed of any talents, or exerciiing 
any influence : Briflbt confequently appeared an im- 
portant perfonage to Robefpierre, who determined to 
ruin him, and had full leifure to efFeft his purpofe ; for 
Briffot, conftantly confiding in the goodnefs of his inten- 
tions, could not prevail upon himfelf to go and enter 
the lifts at the Jacobins with an everlaftmg harrangoer, 
who tired him to death. He defpifed the adverfary by 
whom he was overcome. But who could have believed 
the convention fo weak, or the people fo ftupid ? Thofe 
only, who not fuffering themielves to be hurried along by 

the 
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^ curreniof daily events, recur frequently to the pag« 
of hiftory, meditate upon its contents, and compare 
the prefent with times paft. I never faw any man in place 
do fo fince the revolution ; indeed they hafe hardly 
time to breathe, and to anfvrer to the calls, of each return** 
ing day, without an extreme and u^common economy 
in the diftribution of their hours. 

Thb letter of Genfonneandhis aflbciatestoLouisXVI. 
cannot be conftrued into treafon, unlefs by the mod de- 
termined malevolence. It is true, nobody could at that 
time be fure of sr fuccefsful revolution : the wifeft mea 
were therefore de&rous that the king fhould feel the ne* 
celfity of enforcing the conftitution, and refolve upon re** 
calling) and retaining thofe minifters who were fincerely 
ioctined to exequte the laws. They had given proofs o£ 
tiiieir patriotifm, and the application for their recal was 
aot a ftep direfted by private intereft, but the eicpreiHoa 
of the general wIlL Roland, for his part, knew nothing 
of the letter until a late period, and- probably would 
never have heard of it if it had not become public* But 
let us- attend to the charges brought agaiil(| hipi in thefe 
articles of impeachment, which will reflect everlafting 
difgrace on the age and nation, that could either applaud 
them, or even fuffer them to pafs, without the flrongeft 
marks of reprobation. 

" The very day after the loth of Auguft,** fay thefe 
jirticles, ^' Genfonne and his faction polled up libels re« 
*' fleding upon thofe who had contributed to the fall of 
** the throne, upon the Jacobms, upon the council-ge- 
^* jieral of the commime, and upon the people of Paris# 

PART Urn a p •^ Thi 
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^ Tile pens rfLouvet, Briffot, and Champagiienx, were 
^ fct to work ; enormotis packefB of tfcoTe libds were 
^ feeft at Roland's faoufe, and ail hk fervants were em- 
•* ployed &, difperiing them.'* 

I HAVE read this paflage twice, without bemg able to 
concdre how any one could dare to write it. Gen- 
fonn^ never to my knowledge pofted np any thing : 
Louvet was editor of the Sentinel^ of which complete 
coRedions exifl: : it was of- great fervice to the levolu- 
txon, and is an ererlailing refutation of thefe afTertions ; 
for it breaths nothing but liberty, gr^ and wife prin- 
ciples, the hatred of tyr»ny, and the kve of equsdiky. 
Roland has perhaps contributed as much as anybody 
to reconcile men's minds to the revolution ; his circular 
letters exift ; let them be read ; and let smy one be 
pointed out, that is not even excellent. Ghampagnemc 
never difpatched any papers but thofe printed by order 
of die ailembly ; nor was any alteration ever made in 
them ; the contrary fuppofition is as abfurd as it is abo* 
minable. In t-he firft place, it was impolflible, for it 
was not Roland who had them printed, but the authors 
at Baudoins, from whom the mimfter ufed to demand a 
certain number of copies : fecondly^ it was ufelefs ; for 
fuppofingthat he made a feleftion, he was free to fend 
off a fmaller number of thofe which he deemed the 
leaft defervingof attention: and,lafHy, if there had been 
the fmalleft breach of faith, theperfons interefted would 
tiot have waited a year to make their complaints, and 
"demonftrate the deceit. What then can be intended 

by 
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}fj this ridkuloud pa03$e ?-74 hare diYiiwl k ^ and it i| 
a matter which deiziaixds ibme explanation. 

In revolutionary movements, the moft a£tive people 
are not always the mod biamelefs : how many beings 
come forward only that they may appear of fome coiv- 
fequence in the world ! Their fcrvices^ however, arc 
not to be defpifed i but when once the point in view is 
gained, it becomes meceilary to loofe no time in re-eiW 
bliflung order to avoid the diflblution.of the focial body». 
•The commune formed on the loth of Auguft had con- 
tributed to the fall of the tyrant :. they did well » b^^ ^^r 
veral of its members had been guilty of various C7f^ 
cefles ^ a great deal of piijage and robbery had takei^- 
place at the TuiUries and elfewhere v confiderable fums^ 
had been given to. the coEMiume for the purcbale of 
corn ; and it was the daty of the minift^ of the home 
departukent to demand thdr accounts, and to tranfmi^ 
them to the kgiflative body. Rolan$l then prefled the 
commune to give in their accounts ; but the commune 
being little difpofed,. and (till lefs abk^ to comply^ the 
minifler, with a view to juflice, and to avoid iharing in. 
the blame, made his* report to the af&mhly accordii^Iy.. 
If the aflembly had poflibiTed fuificient energy, it would 
not have waited for fuch an opportunity, or at IgiflL would 
have laid hold of it, ta conftitute a new commune, a 
political operaliofi equally juft and neei^flary.' B^t 
Panten, who made ufe of the commuQe, wasminiiter:. 
he had partifans in the aflembly ; and contrived toAsjeep 
his tool* Roland remained then in a dif&cult fituation;. 
liable to accuCition if he did not' demand thefe accounts,. 

and 



«ad fure to be hated if he (fid. Hisupri^tdiara^ter^d 
not pennit him to hefitate ; his aufterity perhaps gave 
ftill greater folemnity to the demand ; and when he ixras 
required to reprefent the (late of Paris to the affembfy, 
he gave no quarter to the errors, the follies, and the 
fiiults of the commune* They were in great number ; 
and the commune confequently became his enemy. 
Thus did he acquire the haired of that adive body, who 
among the populace had the reputation of being the 
^patriots of the loth of Auguft, and the exterminators of 
tyranny. Add to the- commune ait thofe excited by 
the plunderer, Danton, againft a colleague whofe auC^ 
terity was a conftraint upon him, ami who bad befides 
denounced the September maflacres, another exploit of 
a part of the commune, Santerre, &;c. Add alio thole 
^hom the jealous Robefpierre fet agsunft Briifet's con* 
neadons, and you will have altogether a very confiderabie 
number, either of guilty men who felt the neceffity of 
getting rid of their watchful demmdator, or of extravagant 
patriots prepofTeiTed in favour of the heroes of the loth 
ef Auguft, without feeing lo the bottom of the bufinefs, 
or of people interefted in fupporting them» or of the 
^norant whom they impofed upon, with a few envious 
popular leariers, well ikilled in contriving the overthrow 
cf a man in poffeffion of the public efteem. Such was 
the origin of a party, which was increafed by all the 
new comers to the convention, too little acquainted with 
Paris, and public a^rs, to form a right judgment erf 
things, and by all thofe whofe vanity was hurt by the 
fuperiority of the diftinguiflied members, with whom Rev 

land 



hmdr naturally became itimate, becaufe men ibf equal 
pacitys are ever fond of one another's company. Had 
I more time, I could follow this party through all its ra^ v 
mifications, and indicate all its enterprifes ; but this i$ 
enough to put others in the way q£ coming at the truth. . 
It now appears clearly, that the party at prefent pre-^' 
dominant, of which Amar is the organ, beftows the ap- 
pellation of libel upon tht>fe writings in which Roland 

exhibited the ftateof Paris, called for the accounts of 

« 

the commune, held up the maifacres of September to 
public indignation, and recommended the eftablifliment 
of order by way of reconciling all hearts to the revo- 
lution ; which is fomewhat more difficult than killing 
people, according to the pradice of thefe gentlemen* 
They do not point out thefe pretended libels, for that 
would be burning their fingers ; but they fpeak of libeb 
in general, and the public believing there mufl needs 

« 

be fome foundation for a chargfe fo boldly brought for- 
ward, applaud the declamation, and think themfelves 
avenged when their own champions are put to death. - 
Thb under (landing kept up with the Prullians is a 
^ce of extravagance which one knows not how to cha- 
racterize, and Brunfwtck mud furely laugh at feeing 
people accufed of being his friends who aitatked hiia 
with fo much vigour. It will fuffice to read the letter 
in which it is pretended (hat Roland confelTes tht 
exiftenceof a plan for quitting Paris, to form a judgment 

of the matter, efpecially as to^the intention of opening 
a paifage for Br^nfwick* . I know, that on the fuppo- 

fition of the Pruflians approaching very near Paris^ 

the 
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the queftioD^ what would be prqper to do, or whe« 
ther it would be expedient to feud away from that 
town the national reprefeatation, in which the whole 
empire was interefted, was once debated ; but the dif- 
cuiEon was flight, and hypothetical^ more fo indeed than 
it ought to have been ^ nor did any one of the minifbers 
threaten his colleagues. It was Danton, who, after tbe 
event, thought of bringing forward the denunciation, by 
way of making a merit of it to himfelf, and of injuring 
Roland. I recollefl thofe matters perfedUy, having heard 
my hu(band mention them cm the breaking up of the 
council, which was then held at his hotel* As to the 
great movement of the people of Paris, it is well known 
that it ferved as a veil for the maflacres of the month of 
September, and that it was Kellerman's a&ion on the 
20th of that month that faved the republic. 

It is not lefs ridiculous to hear the government of that 
time a(;cu{ed of ftarving the people. Never during Ro- 
land's admiciftration were provifions fo fcarce, and difB« 
cult to procure, , as they are become fince : his anxiety 
on that head was extreme, and any one may recur to 
what he fays of the bad adminiflration peculiar in that 
refped: to the commune of Paris« 

It is an infamous and abfurd calumny to aflert that 
R oland employed the fums given him to purchafe pro- 
vifions, in the pay of hireling writers. In tbe firft place, 
thofe fums never pafled through his hands, nor could he 
difpofe of them otherwife than by orders upon the trear 
fury indicating the purpofes for which they were wanted. 
Secondly, he ^ave an account of thofe monies } be did 

fo 



fo every month, and repeated it on his going out of 
office, the whole accompanied by fufficient vouchers. 
Ofthefe accounts he never ceafed to. call for a report ; 
and they were accordingly examined ; but as no fault 
could be found with them, the Mountain would never 

m 

fufFer a report to be made. Thofe who doubt it need 
only alk Dupin, a deputy and one of the commiffioners 
charged with their examination ; they need only Iflc 
SainuAubiriy a comijiiffioner of accounts, by whom the 
commiffioners of the Convention were affifted in dieir 
labours, which lafted two m*onths, and in which they 
proceeded with great rigour and a defire of finding fault, 
but without fuccefs. In the third place, no more thaii 
one hundred thoufand Hvres (^^4167) were given to Ro- 
land to pay for compofitions and printing, out of which 
in fix months he only fpent thirty-four thoufand (^1417), 
of which he likewife gave an account ; the reft remained 
in the public treafury, as appears by the ftatement of 
what had been difburfed. 

It requires a degree of malignity fcarcely credible to 

• advance fuch fcandalousfalfehood ! Roland never eft ablifii- 

cd any new offices in his department j he only affigned 

to particular clerks the care of forwarding the papers he 
was charged to fend off; nor did he ever give to any 
thing the name c^ formation of public fpirit : his enemies 
began by inventing the cTiimera, and afterwards bap- 
tized it as they thought proper. As to me, I never in- 
terfered, mucTi lefs did I direft any thing : I defy the 
proof of it. Roland had nothing to do with bis colleagues 
in the department of finances ; nor did bis colleagues 

ever 
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ever interfere in forwarding papers. It is impoffibl^ 
to mention a iingle paper difpatched by Roland himfelf, 
which did not tend to attach the people to the i oth of 
Auguft, inilead of inducing them to caft an odium on 
the events of that day. Roland had no command over 
the adminiftration of the poft-ofHce to get any thing in- 
tercepted ; nor, if he had, would the adminiftrators ever 
hadre lyen able, without courting their own mill, to 
engage in fo odious a manoeuvre* If they had only at- 
tempted {t, hcyw feverely would they have been punifli- 
ed ; they, who have been fo much perfecoted, a&d 
'whofe places have been taken from them, though their 
perfons have not been touched ? 

It is falfe that Roland ever fupprefied any thing which 
be was direfted to forward : I have feen faim fend oS 
the fpeeches of Marat* It is equally falfe that any thing 
was or could be mutilated, as I have faid before : I 
liave (hewn that it was no lefs impoflibid than impro- 
bable, that the denunciation would not have been delayed 
till this time, if only a fingle inftance of the kind had oc- 
curred ; and that even now, when they have the impu- 
dence to advance it, they neither can nor dare cite a 
fad. But what an excellent precaution was that of ac- 
cufing Roland and the Monituer of making the moun- 
taineers appear like madmen in the eyes of the whole re- 
public; by the mifplacing of a word ! Not being able to 
annihilate hiftory, they wifli to bring its materials into 
difcredit ! O my God ! if nothing were to remdn but 
their calumnies and their condud, the atrocity of their 
falfehood^ Would neverthelefs appear. For a few years 
^ ' truth 
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truth may be reduced, to filence ; but it cannot be ex* 
tinguiihed : the very efforts made to annihilate it ope- 
tate a 'Contrary way, and ferve to give evidence of its 
cxiftence. 

The difcovery of the iron door is alfb brought for- 
ward againft Roland as a crime } and nothing is more 
cafy by way of accounting for the want of proof againft 
the pretended Briflbtine faftion, than to fuppofe that he 
fuppreffed a part of its contents. But Roland had wit* 
nefTes^ and Roland did not contradid himfelf. A lock« 
fmith of thename of Gamin^ living at Verfailles, gave in- 
formation of his having been employe4 by Louis XVI. to 
make a little hiding-place in his apartment at the Tui« 
leries ; but did not know what it might contain. Ro- 
land was charged with the infpefliion of the Tuilerie^ t 
the palace and every thing belonging to it were intruded 
to his care. Taking with him Gamin^ and Heurtier^ 
refpedable architeft^ he repaired to the kings apart- 
ment, where, in a paflage between two doors. Gamin 
lifted up a pannel of wainfcot, and difcovered a little 
iron: door, which Roland ordered him to open. It fervcd 

to clofe a hole in the wall in which feveral packets of 
papers were found. Roland called a fervant, ordered 
m napkin to be brought, took out the packets, without 
untying them, cad his eyes upon the indorfements, 
which announced a correfpondence with the generals and 
feveral other perfons, put them in the napkin in the pre* 
fence of Heurtier and Gamin, gave the parcel to his 
ijbrvant, and repaired to the convention, whA'e he de- 
poTited them in a formal manner* As he was pafling 
PART II. 2 Q^ through 



througfai the apartments he met a member, who afked 
him what he had there,— • Things of confeqnence,' an- 
fwered he, * which I am going to carry to the conven- 
tion/ — ^It remains to be {aid, that when the miniiler of 
the interior was made refponfible for the psdace, 
and every thing it contained , the convention appointed 
m committee of fome of its members to examine all the 
papers printed or in manufcript^ which were there at 
the time of the aflfault, and which had been colleded to- 
gether. The members of the committee were angry 
that the minifter had not fent for them to be prefent at 
the difcovery. But Roland thought nothing could 
be more natural, upon Gamins information, than to 
repair to the place ; and, upon finding the papers, to fub- 
mit them to the infpe£tion of the convention. He con- ' 
du6led himfelf like a man whofe confcious reditude 
renders him incapable of diftrufl: ; though certainly very 
unlike an artful man of the world, who forefees all pof- 
£ble events, and takes care not to hurt the vanity of 
others. Roland was guilty of no real fault on this occa- 
fion ; but he difcovered great want of prudence and cau- 
tion. Add to this, that among the members of the com- 
miilion at the palace was one Calon^, a perfon whom 
Roland defpifed, and with whom he fometimes had 
Jifputes, becaufe the commiilioners wiflied to exceed 
their powers, and to turn every thing topzy-turvy at the 
palace when they pleafed, while Roland, naturally rigid, 
and deriving a right to refift from his refponfibility, fre- 
quently' oppofed their proceedings. To give a good 
idea of this Caloo^ it will fuffice to fay, it was a mat- 
ter 



ter of public notoriety, that he had fet up a coffees 
iioufe and tavern clofe to the affembly, in partnerlhip 
-with a woman whom he kept. 

It is now eafy to fee the origin of all the outcry about 
the iron cabinet, and to conceive how eagerly Roland^ 
different enemies availed themfelves of appearances to 
throw fufpicion on his conduft, and how many littt^ 
paifions concurred in raifing doubts concerning that cir^ 
cumftance. Of what value is it fince become to tHofis^ 
who wilhing to accufe Roland's friends in the convention, 
of a confpiracy, finii it fo convenient to make the world 
believe that the cabinet contained papers which the mii 
nifter concealed ! But recoiled dates, calcuhte fafty, 
and by attending particularly to the one in qucftibn, yon 
will fee, if Roland had meant to convey any thing 
away, he would firft have repaired in fecret to the 
place, after which he would have called witneffes, and 
obferved every neceffary form in the difcovery. His 
rapid and incautious way of proceeding, by expofinghim 
to blame, mud prove his innocence to every reflcfting 
mincl. Heurtier exifts ; he is a man advanced in years, 
and generally efteemed ; and Gamn exifts alfo ; they 
took minutes of all that paffed, which will not be loft 
to hiftory any more than thefe details. I fhall make no 
remark on the charge in which Roland is accufed of 
favouring the partifans of ariftocracy, and of receiving 
the emigrants with open arms. Roland in his admi^ 
niftration was juft, impartial, and fevere : he received 
nothing but the law with open arms^: it was the.ob- 
je& of all his attention, and the guide of all his deci- 

iions* 
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Sou. It muft no doubt Bfpeu as ftrange to ari fto* 
cracy to be put under the prote&ion of fuch a patron, 
as it muft to Brunfwick to hear himfelf ftyled Roland's 
friend : but thefe are follies which wilPnot long prevail. 
True it is that the Republic once eftablifhed, Roland 
vdihed to attach its very enemies to it by an equitable 
form of government : he wiflied for good laws inftead 
pf blood. Thofe principles infpired with a * kind of 
confidence the perfons who, without being fanatics 
in the caufe of royalty, were however far from being 
republicans. They felt their prejudices give way, and 
acknowledged that the minifter of the Interior, although 
.a patriot, appeared to be an honeft man. The jealous 
noted down thefe confei&ons, that they might reprdent 
Roland as a partifan of ariftocracy ; a title by which they 
have fince difUnguUhed every friend of reafon and hu^ 
nanity; 

I SHOULD be glad to know bow Roland, who, utider 
the old government, had flood in the way of his own 
promotion by fupporting the liberty of commerce, on 
which fubjed his opinions were confidered as crimes ; 
mho had profefled his principles in works publifiied itom 
fifteen to twenty years before ; who, faithful to thofe 
principles at the time of the revolution, had taken fuch 
a decided part in its favour as to attra£t the enmity 
of all the ariftocracy of Lyons i who, elevated to the 
miniftry, had there conducted himfetf with the greateft 
firmnefs and energy i who had dared to write a letter 
to the king, which the partifans of the throne have not 
yet forgiven him ( who, recalled to the adminifiratioh 

oi 
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of public scffair^ by theii^uxredlionof the lotkof Augafl| 
was. imerefted in defending it both by ,his istereft and 
his glorjr ; how, I fay, coiild Roland feek to decry it i 
to favour the royalifls who hated him, or would hairc 
looked upon hitn with eyes of diftruft ; and .to teftore 
ariftocracy, of which he had drawa upon himfelf the 
hatred, and which at this very moment is rejoicing :af 
the perfecution he nmlergoes? What could he have ia 
Yiew ? He -had reached the highed elevation thsn a& 
tainable, and enjoyed great confid^adoix : both ambition 
and ^if'intere/t could feek for nothing more than to re^ 
main in. place { and if he had liflened to them he would 
bavQ foothed men's paeons,, flatered the different pais- 
ties, and have been upon his guard a^nft giving of- 
fence. The care of not making enemies is thcltrongeil 
charaderiitic of the ambitious man, already arrived at 
eminence in a republic j while Roland, on the comrar}i| 
rigoroufly jdejiounced the abufes he could not r^refSs, 
never flattered any man, nor ever gave w^y to the vio- 
lence or to the prejudices of the tiuies. This is*tfa^ 
condttd: of a fincere and courageous man, andanoc that 
of a hypocrite.-— Let us now return to the membei* 
of the Convention, to whom the fame <reafoning wiS 
apply- 

Th£ eledoral body of Paris was evidently at the coifv- 
mand of Robefpierre auS Danton : its nominations wetts 
entirely their work* It is notorious that Robefpierre 
made an harangue againit Prieftley, and in favour of 
Marat : it is notorious that he br-ought forward his bro- 
ther : it- is equally known, that Danton, laying afide 

his 
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lb ftunifterial fiin&ions, repaired to the haftings to ex^ 
erdfe kk fway ; nor is it forgotten, that thefe leaders 
of the eleAors were the means of getting d'Orleans re- 
turned. (Here I afk, by the way. Why he was not 
waited for at the trial of the deputies with whom he was 
confounded in the articles of impeachment, and to whom 
lie was affigned ai an accomplice ?) Among the Pa- 
rifian delates to the Cdnvention were Ceen the mem- 
bcrs of the famousCommitteeof Vigilance CfurveiUance)^ 
ihat dureSed the ma0kcresof September, and advifed the 
Apartments to imitate io good an example, in a cir- 
cular letter, which is well known, and which Danton 
forwarded under his own cover. There were alfo feen 
nca acoiled of robberies, whom the oevncil-general, 
cpmpdTed in part of new members, has fmce thought it 
iadifpenfable to denounce, although fitting in the Con* 
irmtion» where they (till remain on the fummlt of the 
Jdountain (Sergent and Panis). The conjiitumu^ re- 
^pairing to the Convention, adid acqusunted with Parts, 
the revolution, and aU the men of any note, were un- 
eafy at thisParifian deputation, indignant at the events 
of the 2d of September, difpofed to diftruft the for- 
mer, and to puniih the authors of the latter. That ^ 
pofition would not have efcaped the perfons interefted, 
even if the conflituents had endeayoul'ed to conceal it, 
which they did not. But the . Convention opened be-t 
fore it was complete, and the Parifian members formed 
a party, which was reinforced by all the ignorant and 
w^ak, as fall as they arrived : it had collefted a confider- 
a3>le number by the time the whole Convention Jiad 

ajQTemSled, 



aifembied, and all the cgn/lituents wei« airtved. I neaA 
not fay, that I give this appellation to the menil;>er$ whm 
had belpnged to the aflembly of , 1789, and who, for th^ 
moft part, feated themfelves on what was called the rigb( 
iide of the Contention. . •; 

Th£ agitation of Paris, the condu£)» of the comniyne,i 
the weaknefs of the department*, the high tone of it»t 
deputies, and^tbe tyramiy of the galleries, fuggeiled thcr 
idea of a departmental guard, as the firft ftep to infuretbe 
Ubeny of the national reprefentatioQ, to remind thd Pa^ 
rifians that they were not its matters, and to prevent the? 
departments froaini^rgetting the neceifity of maintaining^ 
an ^uilibrium for the common advantage. In Bu2:ot^S' 
report on the &bjed: may be feen the prindpal yeafon& ixs 
favour of the propoiition. It was a gauntlet throwir 
down as the fignal for combat* The Parifian membei^ 
felt they were in danger of lofing their afcenda^ce,' 
and as fome of the number were criminals, who could 
only be faved by maintaining it, every effort was made ta 
parry fo fatal a blow. From that moment it * became a' 
war of extermination, and as fuch they carried it on ; 
but their adverfaries were not fuiEciently aware of the 
danger ; they were not ready to coalefce, becaufe 
they did not imagine that truth flood in need of 
a party ; they neglefted the Jacobin club, becaufe the. 
Jacobins gave them a bad reception ; and they did not > 
intrigue, becaufe they had neither money nor cun- 

* Deprtment means here th^*rei£lory of the department of Parisi 

"which made fgme feeble ;iueirip:s to check the prerumplloo of th^ 
Coipmuse. Tranf. * ** 

ning 
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mUgior the purpofe. About forty of them ufed in*- 
deed to meet and converfe at Valaze's whence theie 
proceeded much courage to fupport principles and brave 
clamour, ^nd m^uch devotion to the public good ; but 
sever any mM&res, unlefs in the ihape of motions ^ 
which were imputed to them as crimes* They wiflied 
to work on the conftitution in the bed way they 
Hiight beable, fincc it was in vain to hone by further 
ftirmifliing to get pofleflion of highei^ ground* Th^ 
leaderj^ of the Parifian deputation were deiirou$^ on the 
QQBtrary, to entangle the Coavention in a trial,, that they 
might keep up the heat of the pub^ ipind ; make ^ 
aierit of the. death of man already tumbled from, |l;ie 
fbroney and incapable of doing ^chief;. an4 reti^rd a 
^otiftitudon^of which the completion would havereAored 
order, and fet bounds to their power. But, it may be 
fiiit thefe are the men who hav« made one^ flnce the 
«d of June-^Yes, and thefe arc the men who pf ev^nie.d 
k before, as the journals of the time will fliew.; and the 
proof that they care no more about it at pref^nt.is>.tbat 
after having got it accepted, they have fufpended it$ exe- 
cution, by declaring that France remains in a ftate of 
revolution ; fo that the departments, which were only 
induced to accept it by laflitud«, enjoy tio greater rq>ofe 
than before* Never, indeed, did they fuff^r fo much 

^ agitation and mifcry of every kind. It is eafy for any 
man who has attended the fittings of the Convention, 
to fay whence ail the fcandalous fcenes proceeded. 
When the members of the iight . fide reafbned, they 

were accufed: if they attempted to defend themfelves 

they 
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they were called to order, loaded with abufe by thr 
galleries, and even fpit upon : if, indignant at this tre/t* 
ment, they appealed to their conftituents, they were 
called confpirators, and clubs and piftols were held up 
in their faces ; and yet, now they are on their trial, it 
is faid they governed. What have they done at their 
own pleafure ?— Nothing whatever : they could not then 
be either in poffeffion of power, or leading men in the 
Convention. Their fpeeches in the king's affair fufE- 
ciently prove their gbod fenfe, and their defire of eftab- 
lifting a republic by wifdom rather than blood. I fhali 
not enter into an examination of thofe fpeeches : it is 
nefiltoary to read them to form a judgment of their 
merit. All l^|efe things will no doubt be appreciated by 
pofterity without partiality : it will fee, that forgetting 
themfelves, they calculated for its advantage ; it will ho* 
nour their memory, and ftrew flowers upon their graves; 
a vain and tarciy homage, which cannot reftore life to 
thofe who have loft it ; but of which the hope afibrds 
confolation to thofe who devote themfelves to deftruc- 
tioh for the good of their country. 

The murder of le Pelletier is ft ill a kind of myftery : 
but I (hall never forget two fafts, which I will men- 
tion here : the firft is, that all the members, at prefent 
profcribed, were afflided beyond meafure at that event. 
I faw Bus^ot and Lou vet (hed tears of rage, perfuaded 
that fome bold mountaineer had done the deed with a 
view of afcribing it to the members of the right, fide, 
and of exciting againft them the revolutionary &naticifm 
of the people. The fecond is, that Gor&s^. exprefling 
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this opinion in tolerably clear terms, added, that cither 
the affalSn would never be difcovered at all, or that he 
ifeould be found dead* It is certain that a Parifian Moun- 
taineer, difpatched with another perfon in purfuit of Paris^ 
^id not overtalce him till he came to an inn in Nor- 
mandy, where they faid that he had blown out his brains. 
It is certain alfo, that the Mountain made a kmd of 
faint of le Pelletier, who certainly little expefted fuch 
an honour. A man of a weak mind, and great opulence, 
he had gone over to them through fear, like Heraut- 
de-Sechelles, and other ci-devant nobles of the fame cha- 
rafter; and was only of tife to them by the manner of 
his death. Its efifeft was fuch as the right fide hadpKre- 
feen ; and this is an additional reafon foiKft>eing fadsfied 
that the fugitives are not the authors of that of Marat, 
even if it were not abfurd to fuppofe, that courage like 
Charlotte Corday'i could be aifumed at any man^s bid- 
ding. Befides, confidering the circumftances of the 
times, and their intention of coming to Paris, their hav- 
ing any fhare in the immolation of Marat would have 
been a mod dangerous afl: of folly. To this we may 
add, that men, abhorrent of blood, endeavouring tore- 
prefs murder, pillage, and all other exceffes, and bold 
enough to defy their adverfaiies to their faces, are not 
likely to have recourfe to fuch means ; while they are 
natural enough to Danton, who drew up the lifts of the 
maffacres of September at his own houfe, and difperfed 
the eulogium of them under his own covers, as well as 
to his coadjutors, the members of the Committee of Vi- 
gilance, who were the directors of that bloody bulinefs. 

It 



It is neccflaf y to ftudy the fittings of the Jacobins liir 
all thefe conjunOures, to fee how the loth of March 
was prepared, and to be acquainted with that day's con* 
piracy, which firft mifcarried, and was afterwards re- 
fumed, to be able to fet a juft value on the audacious^ 
charges which attribute our misfortunes to the wife 
iiatefmen about to be facrificed. 

It is truly curious to fee how Amar, the repcMter,. 
confounds dates, fads, and perfonages. He makes the 
war of la Vendee the work of the right Jide^ of the pre- 
tended faAion in which he includes Roland* — Now the 
troubles in la Vendee did not begin till two months af- 
ter^e had gone out of office ;. and certainly at that 
period the Briflbtines were not the leader^ of the Con- 
vention : it cannot then be their fault if efficacious^ 
meafures were not taken to appeafe thofe diflurb^inces* 
I will go further : I will venture to affirm, that with 
Roland's adtivity, and his vigilant correfpondejice, the 
troubles in la Vendee would never have had time to get 
to any head : it was Garrat^s want of energy that en- 
couraged their growth* I know from his firft clerk, 
that in the beginning of the civil war, that weak mi- 
aifter was ftrangely tardy in his proceedings. Chamt 

pagneux pointed out to him the rapid means propel; 
to be employed ; but Garat, always uncertain how to 
acl, adopted no plan, .and fuflfered a fpark to kindle a 
conflagration. 

Amar pretends that the fugitives, after their profcrip- 
tion, attempted to aifemble in la Vendee. What was 
there then to prevent them, if fo inclined ? They would 

now 
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be in fafety, infteatd of wandering as forlorn adiFen- 
turers. They are every moment in danger of lofing 
Aeir lives, which they might infure by going over to 
die £ngli(h, whofe agents they are faid to have been.— -^ 
What is it then that hinders them ? 

Abominable calumniators, to be compared with 
the madmen who condemned Socrates, with the jea- 
lous wretches who ruined Phocion, with the imrigi^crs 
who banifhed Ariftides, and with the villians who mur- 
dered Dion, you fay to the people : Here is liberty, 
and you violate it in the perfons of their reprefentativcs ; 
you pretend to give them a conftitution, and you will 
not permit them to enjoy it ; you profcribe, imprUgn, 
or bring to trial, two hundred members <rf the conven- 
tion } and you fay that they over-awed you, that they 
were a faction : what then are you ? You who defpife 
all rights, who fet yourfelves above all authority, who 
Cibufe every fpecies of power, who govern by the fword, 
who preach up nothing but terror, and who have im- 
pofed upon groaning France the moft execrable tyran- 
ny ! — What did thefe men, whom you accufe of fo 
many crimes, without proving any, get in the ho- 
nourable ftrugglc they fuftained with intrepidity againft 
villany and blind delufion, in the midfl ef mortifications 
without number, and of dangers which they were aware 
of,' which they predifted, which you coUeded over their 
heads, and with which you have overwhelmed them ? — 
They made a trade of their opinions concerning the colonies* — 
The rich planters hated them : they did not pay them 
then 5 or, if they did, where are their bills ? Were not 

they 
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Aey tht perfons who obtained a decree to oblige evcrp 
member tafurnHh an account of his fortune, and to affign 
the reafons of its increafe fince the revolution ? You did 
not enforce its execution, and you have fince pretended 
not to remember it, by lately paffing another of the fame 
purport, ^d of which the eflFecl will be the fame. You 
bring Perrin to trial : why then do you keep Sergent 
among you, and why do you not make Danton regorge 
his ill-gotten wealth? The day perhaps will come ; for 
it is natural that you fhould deftroy one another at laft, 
and for that purpofe make ufe of your own hands. But 
how happens it that the wives of the rich jnembers you 
haye profcribed are fo pinched by poverty ? 

Guadet's wife fucklingachild bornin thefe difaftrous 
times, guarded fince her hu(band*$ departure by a geti" 
darme^ who makes a mockf ry of her tears, and watched 
by a barbarous porter, the prefident of the fedion, who 
will not fuflfer a parcel to be carried out, only fiibfifU 
upon the produce of a few effeds ; watches, fil ver fpoons, 
and linen, which fhe difpofes of by fteatth. The wife 
of Genfonne, dying of grief and of difeafe, depends upon 
the fecret affiftance of a few friends to provide for the 
fupport of two charming children. Briflbt's wife, con- 
fined atfirft in ready fur niflied lodgings, becaufe her door 
was fealed up, was afterwards dragged to the Force ; 
where fhe would be ftill, as flie has been for five days, 
upon bread and water, and be lying upon ftraw, if a 
friendly hand had not afforded her fome relief. The 
wives of Petion and Roland, fellow prifoners at Sainte 
Pelagie, are obliged to borrow, to pay the trifling funis 

to 
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to which they liimt their expences. And you, Cbahof, 
where did you get the money, that you call the for- 
tune of your bride ? And you ' but recrimina* 
tion, however juftyts unworthy of the caufe of diofece-* 
lebrated men, who are now kept (landing, by tyranny, at 
the bar of a fanguinary tribunal, the compoiition of 
which would make us laugh, if it did not tranfport us 
with horror. And thelemen, not yet under fentence, are 
crowded into a fmgle room of the prifon, to the num- 
ber of twenty-nine, with one beid for erery five ! O 
France ! you fuffer this treatment to be inflifted on, I 
will not fay your children, but your fathers in liberty, 
and your champions, and yet; you talk of a republic ! 

I HAVE not courage to dwell on the particulars of 
thefe abominable charges, after the public reading 
of which an advocate for the priibners was heard 
to obferve, that not one of the written documents on 
which they were founded had been communicated to 
him, as the law dire6U. On his requeft that the tribunal 
would take the matter into confideration, the prefident 
whifpered for a moment to fomebody on his right, and 
then anfwered in a faltering voice, that the immenfe 
number of thefe papers rendered their communication 
difHcult ; that befides a great many of them were fealed 
up at the houfes of the accufed ; that they fhould be 
fent for, but that the trial in the mean time mufl: go on. 
— ^Thus did they draw up the charges upon the ftrength 
of papers that had never been feen, and which are fup- 
pofed to be at the houfes of the accufed ; and thus do 
they proceed to judgment without communicating thofe 

they 



< "7 ) 

\ they pretend to have in their pofleflion, under the pre- 
tence of their being too numerous — ^and this is not an im- 
port ure ! — Good heavens ! — ^Never could I have believed 
ihefe things if I had not been prefent. Called upon to 
attend at the trial as a witnefs, I was one of the audi- 
tory at the opening of the bufmefs : I imagined it 
was their intention to take advantage of the truth I might 
have the courage to tell, to efFeft my ruin. — After the 
reading of the charges I withdrew, and waited for my 
turn to be called : it did not come ; and, I was carried 
back to my prifon : this is the third day, and no body 

has been fent for me; I paffed the hours of expeftation 
on the firft in the office of the clerk of the court, where 
I fpoke with energy and freedom to all who hap- 
pened to be there. Have they confidered this ener- 
gy and freedom might have an effeft upon the audience ; 
that it is better to avoid it ; to difpatch the deputies 
firft ; and then to fend for me on my own account, 
without making me an irtterefting acceffary at the trial 
of others ? — ^I am afraid fo. — ^I amdefirous of defervincr 
death, by bearing witnefs in their favour while they are 
alive, and I dread lofmg the opportunity. I am upon 
thorns ; I wait for the nieflTenger as a foiil in pain 
waits for its deliverer ; and have oillv written the above 
obfervations to beguile my impatience. 

OHobcr cj. 
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MY LAST THOUGHTS. 

7o bcf or not to be, that is the quefllotim 

« 

It will foon be refolved m regard to me. 

Is life a property which belongs to us ? I think it is ; 
but that property is given us upon conditions in regard 
to which alone we are liable to error. 

Wc; are born to feek happinefs for ourfdves and to 
contribute to that of others : the focial ftate extends .this 
^eflination, as well as all our other fskculties, without 
creating any thing new. 

. As long as we have a field before us in whi<ih wa'tan 
pta&ife virtue, and give a great example, it becomes 
us not to quit it ; for courage confifts in continuing our 
career in fpite of misfortune. But if malevolence mark 
out the limits of that career, we are free to flop (bort of 
them, efpecially when the fortitude with which w^ might 
undergo the laft efFortg of its rage can be conducive to 
no advantage. When I was put in confinement, I flatter- 
ed myfelf that I ftiould contribute to my hufband's glory, 
^d help to enlighten the public, if brought to trial. But 
it was then I fhould have been tried, and our perfecutors 
were too dexterous to take fo bad a time. They were 
circumfpeft as long as they had any thing to fear from 
thofe, who, having fled from their violence, infpired the 
departments with zeal in their defence. But now that 
terror holds its iron fccptre over a fubjugated world, in* 
iblent guilt no longer delays its triumph ; it deludes, it 
appreflTes, and thegaping multitude wonders at its power. 

An 



( «I9 ) 

An iimnenre city, fed upon blood and f^Ifefaood, furidufly 
applauds abominable profcriptions, on which it (tupidly 
imagines its falvation to depend. 

Two months ago, I afpired to the honour of afcending 
the fcaifold ; the vidim was then allowed to fpeak, and 
the energy of a courageous mind might have been fer- 
▼iceable to the caufe of truth* Now all' is loft ! — ^Thls 
generadon, rendered^fsrecious by infamous preachers of 
camtge, looks tipon the friends of mankind as confpi* 
rators^ and confiders as its champions thofe abjed wretdh« 
es, who cover tb^ vile paffions and their cowardice wiiii 
the mafic of frantic enthufiafm. To Uve tn the midft 
of it^ is bafdy to fi^mk to Its horrible government, 
and to give room for the commiflion of new atrocities. 

I KNOW that the re^n of the wicksfl cannot be of 
bng duration : they generally furvive their power, and 
aimed always undergo the punifhment they dieCerve. 

Unkkowk and overlooked, I might in fblidjde and 
filence have withdrawn myfelf from the horrors which 
rend the bofom of my country, and have waitied in the 
pra&ice of domeftic virtues-^ for the petio4 of its misfor- 
Inne^. " But a prifoner, and marked out a? a vidisiy 
I fliall only, by prolonging my e^ftence^ s^ord ^ new 
gratification to tyranny. 

Let us xkceive it then, fince i^ j^ npt to be over^ 
thrown. 

Fonoivs me, re^pefbble maOt fcH* diipofing of a ^^e 
which I had devoted to yoa : your misfortttniBS would 
have attached me to it, if I had been permitted to alle- 
viate them. Bnt I am robbed for ever of the jpo¥^ 

i^ART II* as of 
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«*f doing fo, and you lofe nodiing but a lhadov,an vSMk 
•objed of affliction and inquietude. 

Forgive me, my dearchild, young and tender girl, 

vhofe fweet image is imprefled on my maternal heart, 

.and ftaggers myrefolutfon. Oh! certainly, I would not 

, have deprived you of your guide^ if it had been poffible 

vthat they would have let her Kmain with you : the cruel 

wretches ! have they any pity upoi^innocence ! — ^But 4o 

• what. they will, they ' cannot rob yOu-of ^y example-; 

»and I feel, and I will venture to fay, upon the* very brink 

.of the grave, that it is a rich inheritance. 

All you, whom heaven in its boimty gave me for 

friends, djre£l your attentions towards my orphan. A 

-.young plant violently torn from her native ibil, fhe would 

have withered; perhaps, or have been bruifed by the hand 

of the fpoiler ; but you placed her in a kindly iheltq:, 

and beneath a reviving (hade: there may ihe flourilh, 

: and may her beauty and her virtues repay your care ! 

— J)o not grieve at a refolution which puts an end to 

•my fufierings : I canbearadverfity^ you know me, and 

you will not believe that weaknefs or fear have promted 

my decifion. i[ any one could afiure me that before 

the tribunal at which fo many jufl men are arraignoi, 1 

fliould be allowed to point out our opprefibrs, I would 

'appear there with pkafare^, but experience has too well 

fhewn that the vain formality of judgment is only an in- 

fulting parade in which they take care to refufe the vic- 

' tkn the privilege of fpeech*. Shall I then wait till it 

f * Look at Gorfas j he is condemned ; he is about to die ; he is in 
their baads ; they forbade him to ipeiJ^ : fuch is the fate of the 
courageous apoiUes of liberty I 

pieafe 
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yiesde my executioners to indicate the bour'of my idtetii§ 
and to enhance, their triumph by the infdent damoon 
to which I {hall be expofed» Moifc certainly I fhould 
be able to brave them, if my fortitude coHld. inftrud 
the ftupid populace \ but they are no longer c&pable.of 
feeling any thing, except the lavage delight of feeing the 
blood of others fpilt, v^le. they run no riik of fhedding 
their own« 

The time foretoldis come, when their cries for bread, 
are appeafed with dead bodies : their degraded nature it 
regaled by the ^ectacle, and the gratification of thif 
brutal appetite will render the fcarcity of bread fupport* 
able, until it fhall exceed. the fufferance of nature. 

Perhaps, fome onemay fey^ thef< dominatori^ of the 
prefent day, who facrifice every thing to their fears, may 
not extend their fury fo far as you.— Why, do you not 
fee that they have purpofely provided the means of do^ 
ing. fo by comprifmg me in the abfurd indictment againU 
the republicans whom^they deteft^E. 

Shall I then hold my exiftiencefttbje6t tothbir pleafure 
until the fancy fhaU*take them, of firft bringing me for- 
ward in my turn upon the flage, and then commanding 
the exit of fo formidable a witnefs of thdr villainy ?-« 
Yes, formidable^ for long ago my eyes read the fecret 
of their hearts ; my foul abhorred them ; and my courage 
fet them at defiance r they know it : they muft then be 
determined on my ruin. 

But the chances of a new revolution; the approach of 
the foreign arrnits ! — ^What fignifies it to my fafety ?— 
I (hould like as little to owe it to the Auflriaiis, as to 

receive 
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PUAfe dealh finiu tfid Vttnch at prtfaaf in potitf. 
They arejilike the enemies <tf my country^ and I defile 
HotUng fronvaiiy ctf them but their holKiittahte hatreds 

Oh I if thofe pufillammotts beings^ thofe mttt vm* 
Im? thy of the name, whefe weaknefs affomed the dif- 
gttife of prudetice, and mined the eftimabte twenfy-M$^ 
if they had poffeiled my couragH, ihey w^tild huve re^ 
deemed the firft faults of their condud ; they wbttld 
have pfdvoked on the fecond of Jiine, by a fbf iHal op- 
pofitiont the imprifbnment to which they have jaft beHi 
4X>nfig^ed« Their refiftance would then have enlight- 
ened the uncertain and timid departments ; k i«oald hate 
laved the rep^Hc ) and if they had beeii doomed to pe- 
tifti^ it would have been i/lrith as much glory io ihem- 
liilves^ as utility to their (rountry^ 

Thh cowards, they eht^ed into a^omprbmSe with 
^Uilt ! — It was decreed that they IhoUld &11 ih their turn \ 
but they fall inglorioufly^ unpided by any, and with 
nothing to hope for from pofterity, but its per &d coEi- 
tempt. Why^ in this laft conjuncture, rather than <lbey 
dieir tyrants^ defcend to their bar^ Walk out of the a&n¥- 
Uy like a timid flock marked for flaughter by the butcher, 
cmd fubmit to be taken into cuftody-^why did they not 
4o themfelves juftice by failing upon the monllcrs, and 
expunging them from the face of the earth ? 

Divinity, fupreme beings foul of the tmiverfe, prinv 
ciple of every thing great, good, and happy^ thou in 
^hofc exiftence I believe, beeaufe I muft needs emanate 
from fomething better than what I fee around me> I 
am about to be reunited to thine eflbnce ! — ^I invoke the 

kiodMffi 
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kindi^rr of alt tlic^ io Whom I wits dear in ^oufof ^kK 
good krvAuti wbofe HOcomumfi fikielity madeii^r a pat^ 
tern in her vfmj* The exceilest Troman ! Haw nt/Af 
tears has her attachmeDi fof me made her ihed during 
the lafl: thirteen yeaiPs. How mafty fecret forrows has 
ihe ibared in iilence, tt^hioh but for her a&dionate at^ 
tentions I (hould not hava known that ihe perceived! 
What aftivity in my afflidions ! What devotion in my 
misfortunes !-^If the chimseras of the metempfycboiis bad 
any reality, and if our wifiies could have any mfluenos 
upon the changes we ifaould then undergo, I (hould be 
gladjto return to the world in another fhape, that l 
might take care of her in my turn, and adminifter com- 
fort to the. old age of fo kind and worthy a creature! 
O my friends ! difcharge the debt I owe her ; it is the 
xnod grateful tribute you can pay to my memory*. 

As to * my . property^ I find in the refokuion I have 
taken, the advantage of fecuring it to whom it belongs : 
k will dfifcend to my daughter, who even if they (hould 
feize uppn her father's fortune, would have a right t6 
claim every thing of mine on which the State has put itft 
ieals s (be can claim befidefe twelve thoufand livres (500/:) 
t^bich were my portion^ as will appear by the marriage 
contrad, executed in February 1780, at Durand's, a no^ 
tary , refident at Paris, in the Plaee Dm^hine. p/t&ttar&t 
an eftate, a little wood and a meadow, bought hy m^, in 
purfuance of the power given me by the written law* 

* The written law {k draU ecrit) is the old Rjoman law* whidi 
was retained in feveral parts of France till the fall of the ancient 
4efpoue fyflem. It was fo called in contradiftirtAion to the tradi- 
tionary' cudoms, or comoj^ Jaw, which prevailed ia other places. 
Hence the provinces of'Vrance were divided into Pays de droit 
«fru aod Fays CotOumier. ■ Trapf. 

according 
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acamlittg talR^cdi I was married, from monies srifia^ 
from fundry fums that came to xpe in my own right, by 
inheritance or reimburfement,as will appear by the con- 
traft executed at Dufrefne's, notary. Rue Fivtenne, in 
1 79 1, and by a deed, of which duplicates exifl: in my 
apartment at Thefee, and at Villefranche; the whole 
amounting to thirteen or fburtccxL thoufand livres*. 

[From ;C54o to £5^<^*1 

I HAVE befides a thoufand crowns m paper, which 
fliall be pointed out* I defire that enou(;h may be taken 
eut of that fum to buy my daughter the harp on which 
file plays, and which I hired from Koliker, a muficai 
inftrument-maker, rue des Foffes'Sainf-Germain^des Pres : 
he is an honeft and fair dealing man, and will perhaps 
abate fomethingof the hundred crowns (;C^2* ^^-^O ^^ 
alked for it. At any rate I fhoutd rather choofe it to 
be laid out in that way than kept in paper. Virtues are 
the firft of treafures : but they are employed to better 
advantage by the help of talents. No body can tell the 

relief that mufic affords in folitude and misfortune, nor 
from how many ledu&bns it may be a prefervative ia 
profperity. Let the teacher of the harp be kept a few 
months longer : by that time, if drcumftances wrli not 
admit of further expence, the dear little girl, by making 
good ufe of her time, will know enough for her own 
ateufeniRit. Among the things fealed up is an excellent 
forte-piano, bought out of my favings, and for which 
the receipt was cohfequently made out in my own name, 
as will appear by examining the papers : let it by all 
means be claimed. As to drawing, that is the effential 

article 
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OTticle to which her apidication^care^ anditftenti||i oaghc 
tp be direded. 

I HAVE found means to get a letter written to her 
ancle ^^nd godfather, and I hope if be be at liberty, that 
he will take the neceflary fteps to feciire for my child 
all that belongs to her. In that cafe, not being kgft 

deftjtute herfelf, ihe ought to provide for cur maid 
Fleury; and this is what I beg thofe who may watch ovet 
her condud: to prevail upon her to do. . 

My veneraWe relations, the Befnards, rue et He Sk 
Louis^ lodged fome money in my huiband's hands, of 
which we ufed to pay them the intereft. As they may be 
ignorant of the forms to be obferved in eftablifliing their 
claim, the neceflary information (hould be given to tholf 
refpeftable old people. They (hould naw and then alfo 
fee their great-great niece, who ftarids them in the (lead 
of a child, and who will foon be their only hope. 

I NEVER had any jewels ; but I poflefs two rings of 
very moderate value, which were left me by my father ; 
I intend them, as memorials, the emerald for my daugh- 
ter's adoptive father, the other for my friend Bofc. 

I HAVE nothing to add to what I lately «xprcfled to 
the generous woman who has the goodnefs to be a 
mother to my child : the fervices which (he and her 
hufband render me, infpire a fentiment which I fhaU 
carry with me to the grave, and which words cannot 

exprefs. 

May imy laft letter to my daughter fix her attention 
upon that objed which appears likely to become her f)ar- 
ticular purfuit j andJiaythe remembrance of her mother 

* attach 
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atCflichlMr for C7tf to thofe virtaes «di|di aSbrd wLcxm^ 
folatioQ in every circuniflance of diflirefs* 

FAE&W£jLLt my dear cUild^ my vfovthy huftaod, my 
faidifu) fervant, md my good kneads ; £irewdU tbmk 
fun, whofe x^fplendent beams ufed (o (bed ierenity over 
my foul while they recalled it td the flcies : farewell, ye 
folitary 'fields which I have fo often contemplated with 
emotion ; and you, ye ruftic inhabitants of Thez^e, who 
were wont to blefs my prefence, whom I attended in 
/Scknefs, whole labours I aHeviated, and whofe indi- 
gence I relieved, farewell ; farewell peacefal retirements, 
where i enriched my mind with moral truths, and learbsd 
in the filence of meditation to govern my paffibns^ and 
to defpife the vanity of the world* 



TO MY DAUGHTER. 

OSlober i8, 1793. 

I DO not know, my dear girl, whether I fhall be al- 
lov ^d to fee, or to write to you again. Remem&eb. 
YOUR MOTHca. In thefe few words is coi{}laina4 -^he 
beft advice I can give you. You have feen me happy 
in fulfilling my duties, and in giving ailiftsmce to thofie 
who were in diftrefs. — ^It h the only way of being ha|ipy. 

You have feen me tranquil in misfortune and in con- 
finement, becaufe I was free from temorfe, and be- 
caufe I enjoyed the pleafing recollections that good ac- 
tions leave behind them. Thefe,3^thc only means that 

can 
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can «nable^us to fupporc die evils of Kfe» and the nciiE- 

tudes of fortune^ 

FcJBiUAifs yau.are not fated^ axxd I hopeiyoia are notg 
t9 uruler^ trials fo fevere a$ miixe ; but tbere are others 
aR^aluit which you ought to be equally on your gu^cU 
Serious and indulblous habits are the bed prejCervative 
agaioft £very danger ; and neceffity as well as prudenqe 
command you to perfevere diligently in your ftudies» 

Be worthy of your parents: they leave you great 

exacnples to follow { and if you are careful to avail your- 

felf cf them, your exiftence will not be ufelefs to man* 

kind. 
Farewell, my beloved child, you who drew life fironi 

my ^ofom, and whom I wiQi to imprefs with all mjt. 
fentiments. The time will come when you will be bet- 
ter able to judge of the efforts I make at this moment 
(o reprefs the tender emotions e^cdted by your dear 
imj^ge* I prels ypa to my heart. 

Farewell^ my Eudora. 



TO MY FAITHFUL SERVANT FLE0RY. 

MY dear Fleury, you whofe fidelity, fetvices, and at- 
tachment, have been fo grateful to me fgr thirteen years, 
receive my embraces, and my farewell. 

Preserve the remembrance of what I was. It i^ll 
confole you for wivat I fuSer : the good pafs on to 

PART lu ■ ax glory 
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glory when they defcend to the grave, TVIy Torrows arc 
about to terminate ; lay afide yours, and think of the 
peace which I am about to enjoy, and which nobody 
will in future be able 'to difturb. Tell my Agatha that 
1 carry with me to the grave the fatisfaftion of being be- 
loved by her from my infancy, and the regret of not be- 
ing able to give her proofs df my attachment. 1 could 
have wifhed to be of fervice to you — ^at leaft let me not 
^ifflift you. 

Tarewell, my poor Fleury, farewell J 



Friday^ 24 Odaber, 

YOU cannot imagine, dear 3 any, aM the vexation I 
have fuflfered at not being able to write to you at ray 
cafe, nor even to read your letter at leifure : I perceived 
that I had an officer clofe at my heels, and was afraid 
on your account. I am like a perfon infedled with the 
plague. I have no longer any thing to lofe, but I am 
frightened out of my wits for-thofe who accofl me ; in- 
fomuch that yefterday at the court of juftice, I was in 
doubt whether lihould refcurn thefalute of a pan whom 
I recoUefted, and whom I thought highly imprudent for 
fliewing me politenefs in public. — I was prefent at the 
reading of tTiofe articles of impeachment, a .prodigy of 
delufion, or rather a mafterpiece of perfidy. As foon 
as they had teen read, the advocate, Chauveau, obferved 
in terms of great moderation, that, contrary to all form 
of law^ the documents on which they were founded had 

not 
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QOt been communicated to the prifoncfs' counfel. He 
therefore begged thQ tribunal to take, the matter into 
confideration, and give . orders for their delivery^ After 
a moment's whifpering, the prefident made anfwer, la 
a faltering voice, that the papers in queftion were for 
the mod part fealed up^ at the houfes of the accuied} 
that orders would be given to proceed to the removal of 
the feals, and that in the mean time the trial would be- 
gin. Yes, J^ny,. I heard this very diflindUy with my 
own ears ! I looked about to fee if it were not a dream, 
and I alked of myfelf whether pofterity would believe 
thefe thing? if ^ they fhould come to its knowledge ?->^ 
Well, the people felt nothing of all this ; they did not 
perceive the atrocity of fucLcondufl: ; the. abfurdity of 
bringing forward a charge and of withholding the vouch- 
ers of its truths the ftupidity of pretending that thofe 
vouchers are at the houfes of the accufed, of whofe 
papers as yet no inventory has been taken.; and the folly 
and impudence of confefling it. The prefident mut- 
tered a few words befides concerning the immenfe num- 
ber of the. other papers, and the difficulty o£ commu- 
nicating them ; but that was. neither more juft, nor lefs 
abfurd. The witnelTes were then fentout of court, that 
they might be called in their turns to make the depofi- 

tjon : my time is.not yet come, but probably may to-mor- 

« 

row. I can perceive nothing,, in thefe proceedings, but 
the intention of taking advantage of the truths! may 
have the courage to tell, to effe£k my ruin, which, con- 
fidering the villains I have to deal with, and my con- 
tempt of death, is by no means difficult. Perhaps then 

we 
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%e tte doomed to meet no motti iff iriendfiiip he- 
cpieatht to you the care of my menoforf « U I could think 
^ ixkj ibing more conformable to the gemobfity of yoiar 
fentunentSy which I have known too late, I woidd chsrrge 
you with it : but why^ my dear jany, known too htte ? 
It was Pk-ovidence that conduded every thing : had I 
earlier known your worth, my afiedion for you would 
have involved you in my misfortuiies. You will difpofe 
of every thing for the beft. A fall out of- the window 
may be fuppofed, and thofe who will not believe It 
may be fent to fee. As there are many workmen, 
maifons and others, nothing is more eafy than to ima- 
gine, that one of thcfm, or fomebody difguifed Uke one 
of them, (t^j at a certain hour under my window, and 
received the parcel.-— This idea is indeed a very good 
one, apd carries with it an air of probability. The por- 
traits^ anecdotes^ and other detached pieces, ihould be 
|>refented to the public as materials to be worked up 
in better times. The little depot ought not to be neg- 
leded : it fcould be added to the mafs.— 

The being fummoned as a witn^fs previoufly to the 
being judicially accufed, forces me to adopt a di^rent 
mode of proceeding from that on which I had de- 
termined when I gave you my will, and for which I 
had already made roy preparations : I will then drain 
the bitter cup to the laft drop. Farewell, Jany, fare- 
well! 

a 

TOUR letter, my dear Bofc, was highly welcome : it 
^ifcovers tome your whole heart, and the full extent 

of 
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my efiimation, M^tkty zte dear to me. We do ODt 
however differ fa much as you imagine ; ire did aot 
underft^nd each other perfe&ly. It was not fiiy intea- 
tion to depart at that moment, hvit to procure the means 
of doing fo when I (bould deem it fitting. I was de- 
firous of rendering homage tx> the truth, as I have it in 
my power to do, and then to make my epfit juft before 
the laft ceremony. I thought it noble to deceive the 
tyrants. I had long ruminated on the (xrojedb ; and I 
Iwear to you, that it was not infpired by weaknefs. JT 
am perfedly well ; my head is as cool, and my fplrit as 
unbroken, as ever. True it is, however, that the pte- 
fent trial embitters txry forrows, and inflames my ind^^ 
nation. 1 thought that the fugitives alfo had been 
taken up. k is poffible that deep grief, and the e^k^* 
tion of fentiments already terrible, might have matured 
in the fecret receffes of my heart a refolution, to whidh 
my mind did not fail to ascribe the moft eccellent mo- 
tives. 

Called upon to give evidence in this affair,! thought 
it neceffarily called • for a different mode of proceed- 
ing. I was determined to avail myfelf of the opportu- 
nity to reach the gaol with greater celerity : I intended to 
thunder, and then to withdraw from their power. I 
thought the very circumftance would authorise me to 
fpeak without referve, and that I ought to have it in my 
pocket when going into court. I did not however wait 
for it to fupport my charafter. During the hours of ex- 
pedation 1 pafied in the clerk's office, in the mid ft x>{ ten 
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perfons, ojfiurs^ J^ff^ ^^ ^^ other fedttms^ &c. and la 
the bearing of Hebert and Cbabat^who ^me into the next 
room, I fpoke with equal energy and freedom. My 
turn to be heard did not come ; they were to fetch mtf 
the fecond day •, the third however is almoft over, and 
yobody has yet appeared* I fear thefe knaves perceive 
«hat I may poflibly fuinifli an interefting epifode, and 
think that, after having fummoned me, it is better t^ 
reject my evidence.^ 

I WAIT with impatience, and am now afraid I fluH 
not have an opportunity of acknowledging, my friendfin 
their prefence* You are of opinion, my dear Bofc, that 
in either cafe I ought to wait for, and not accelerate the 
cataftrophe : it is on this alone we are not perfectly 
agreed. It feems to me, there would be weakneft 
in receiving the coup-de-graee from the hands of othera, 
inftead of taking it from my own ;. and in expofiag my- 
felf to the infolent clamours of a brutal populace, as un- 
worthy of fuch an example as it is incapable of turning 
it to account. No doubt it would have been right to do 
fo three months ago ; but now it will be loft on* the 
prefent generation ; and as to pofterity, the other refo- 
lution, well managed, will have quite as good an efFefl:. 
You fee that you did not underftand me. Examine 
then the matter in the fame point of view in which it 
ilrikes me : it is not all' the fame as that in which you 
fee it. When you fcall thus have maturely confidered 
it, I will abide by your determination. 

I HASTEN to conclude, that you may have my anfwer 
by the fame conveyance j it is enough for me to have 

indicated 



indicated what you \vfll be able tb mveftigate in the !ei* 
fure of meditatioH. — My poor little gitl ! Where then 
is fhe? Let me know, I beg of you : fend me a few par- 
ticulars, that my mind's eye at leaft may fee her in her 
new fituation. AfFefted by your* cares, you think that I 
feel likewife the cruelty of all thefe circumftances. I 
underftand that my brother-in-law is in confinement: n© 
doubt the fequcftration of his property is ftill in force, 
asid perhaps he is in danger of banifliment. 

Consider that your friendfliip, which finds the tafk I 
impofc upon it a painful one, may eafily deceive you, as 
to what you can or ought to do in that refped. Try to 
think of the matter, as if it were neither you nor I, but 
two indiffei;ent perfons, in our relative fituations, fuT)- 
mitted to your impartial judgment. Attend to my for- 
titude-, weigh my reafonS; calculate coolly ; andrecolleia 

how little a mob is worth that is-capable of feafting upon 
fuch a fight. 

I EMBRACE you tenderly. Jany will tell you what it 
k poffibl^ to attempt fome morning, but take care not 
to run any hazard. 



NOTES 

On my Trial, mid the Examination by which it began. 

At the firft'moment of my confinement, I thought of 
writing to Duperret, to beg him to get fome attention 
paid to my complaints. Without being intimate, I had 

obferved 



C »34 ) 

obfiBTFcd it him that courageous difpcrfkion wfatch 
proiops a man to (land forth wkhout fear of conle* 
qoeaces whenever he has it in his power to obtige ; ^and 
he had infpired me with that confidence which ari£es 
in a revolution from a conformity of prmciples. t 
lyas not deceived : Duperret aniwered rae with kindnefs 
aad warmth ; and add^d, to the expreffions of his own 
fentiments^ fome intelligence concerning the ftate of pub- 
lic afiairs, and the fugitiv)^ deputies. I thanked him ; 
zndy in replying to the palTage that related to our friends, 
exprefled my wilhes for their fafety, and for that of my 
comitry. A few days after, having printed the exami- 
nation which I Ivnd undergone be£bre an adminiftratorof 
At police at ^e Abbey, I fent a copy to Duperret ; and 
took that opportunity of teftifying my contempt for Ac 
filly lies which Hebert had juft told in fpeaking <^ me 
in bis Ptre Duehefne. The whole of our ccnrefpondence 
might amount to three or four fhort letters including a 
nofe, in which I acquainted Duperret, as I acquainted 
at die time feveral other perfons, whom I fuppofed to 
take an intereft in my welfare, with the fudden tnmsfor* 
mation of my enlargement from the Abbey, into a nt% 
confinement at Sainte-Pelagie* It is on this correfpond- 
€Bce they mean to found an accufation againft me, 
OS having been connected, indirectly at leaft, with the 
rebels of Calvados. The very day of Briflbt's eicecution 
I was removed to the Concier^riSy put into a noifome 
room, and forced to deep in a bed 'without flieets, 
which a fellow prifoner was goi^d enough %o lend me* 
The day .after \ was examined in the office pf the tri- 
bunal. 



buna), by judge Bavtd^ vccmfipamed byr the ^Mc aii- 

cufefj aiid.»thef prbfence of a iilan whom L fufpeft 

to be a juror. At ifirft they aflced me.inany tedioua 

qaefttons concerning > Roland before the 1 4th of . 

July, 1789'.; who was. m^yor of Lyons when he was mur 

nicipal officer, &c.--rl a»fwered thofe queftions by a^ 

e^cad relation of hSi$ ; Wit from that very moment 

I could . perceive^ while aiktng. mauy particularsy"^ 

t;hey did aot wiih me to be cfrcumftantial in my axvf 

fwers* Withotit any -.tranfition, I was aiked, if dur?. 

i9g tHe Convention I^^d noc been in the habit of 

ieeiag fuch and fuch members (and the profcribed and 

co]%demi!3iied were natued); and if in their conferences I 

bad noc heard them mention a departmental force, and 

the ni4ans.of obtai^g it. I had to remark that I had 

feen fome of. thofe menibers as friends, with whota 

Roland had been intimate from the time of the conftir 

tuent: afibstbiy ; others by, accident,. either as acquaint-* 

^mce^ or becaufe brought to our houfe by their col* 

leagues ; and that feveral of them I had never feen at 

all.: that befidies there had never been any fecret cona** 

ds or: conferences at Roland's; but the converfa- 

tion was public, and turned on matters which enr 

gaf ed the attention of the Aflembly, and interefted 

every body- The dd>ate was long and violent be^ 

fore I could get my anfwers taken down. They defired 

me to confine myfel£ to y^ and noi accufed me df 

being talkative ; and told me I was not (hewing my 

wit it the hotel of the Interior; The public. ac- 

clifer and the judge, efpeciall/ the firft, behaved with 
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the pofitlvendTs and acrimony^of fterfous petfuaded that 
they had a great crioiinal before diem, and impa* 
tient for her conviftion. AVhen the judge had aiked a 
queftioo, and the public accufer did not) find it to his 
liking, he couched it in other terms, extended and ren- 
dered it complex and captious, interrupted my anfwers, 
and required them to be more concife : it was down- 
right perfecution* I was kept about three hours, or 
rather more, after which the examinaticm vJPfufpended, 
to be refumed, as I was told, ifi the evening. I am 
waiting for it. A determination to deftroy me Xeems 
evident. — I will not prolong my life by any bafe fub- 
terfuge ; neither will I lay bare my bofom to malevo- 
lence ; nor facilitate, by a. filly complaiiance, the labours 
of the pubUc accufer, who feems defirous of my fur- 
niihiag him by my anfwers with matter for the indi£l* 
^nent which his zeal meditates againft me. 

Two days after, I was fent for to be re-examined* 
The firft qyeftion turned upon the pretended contra- 
didion that exiiled between my letters to Duperret, and 
my having faid I was not particularly intimate with 
him; whence it refulted, that I difguifed the truth in 
regard to my political connexions with the rebels. I 
anfwered that I had never feen Duperret ten times in my 
life, and not even once in private, as it was eafy to per- 
ceive by the firft letter I addreffed to him, when fend- 
ing him a copy of that I had written to the Conven- 
tion : that the fubfequent letters were the confequence 
of the kind and explicit, anfwer I had then rceived, 
&t. That at the period our little correfpondence began 

there 



Hart was no queftion of revolt and rebellion ; and at that 
time I had no room for a choice in the aflembly, wheris 
there was fcarcely any perfonto whom I was known, Ot 
who would have undertaken the care of my i^jgiefts. 

^ejihtu 'Who were, the common friends of yoitf-^ 
kM and Duperi'et •? 

Anfwer. Bavbaroux^P^parUcular^i. 

^ejiiorii^ Was it known to you that Roland; before 

■ 

he entered into the adminiftration, belonged to the Com- 
mittee of Correfpond^He of the Jacobins ? 

Anfwer* - Yes. ^^ 

^ueJlioTU' Was it not you who took upon you to 
compofe the letters it was his duty to draw up for the 
Committee ? 

Anfwer^ IVIy hufband never ^borrowed my . thoughts, 
although he may fometimiES have employed my. pen* • 

^uejiion. Were, you . not acquainted with, the office 
for th^fonnation. of fubUcfpirity eftabliflicd by Roland 
to corrupt the departments; to bring to Paris a de- 
partmenlal forde y to tear the lepublio to pieces, accord- 
ing to the plans of a liberticide fadion, &c» ; and was' it 
not you who conducted the buiine& of that office ? 

Anfwer. Roland eftablifhed no office under that de- 
nomination '^ and .L condudiied the buianefs of none. Af- 
ter the decree, pafled at the latter end of Augufl, or- 
dering him to difperfe ireful writings, he affigned to 
fome of his clerks the care of forwarding them, exert- 
ing himfelf to the utmod in the execution of a law 
which tended to difFufe the knowledge and the love of 
the revolution. This he called the patriotic correfpon- 

dence ; 
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d0tiee ; and as to his own vritiiigs,iaftaui*of promotmg 
difpoi^ they all breathed a defire to ccmcur in the mam- 
tcnaaci ef t>rder, and of peace* 

*H£Rl^jb/4i^oblerved, it va$ in yam for me to at- 
tempt to difguife the truths as it evidently appeared, by 
all my anfwers, 1 was defirous of doing j that upoa^ 
the door of the very office wwa ridiculous infcription, 
and that I was not fo great a ftranger to mv hufband's 
tranfadJons as not to know it ; that my aKieavouTS to 
juftify Roland would be ^qxajkr ineffedual ; and fa- 
tal experience had but too weSiiown the miichief that 
perfidious minifter had done, by afperfing the-moft faith- 
ful reprefentatives of the people, and -by exciting the 
departments to take up arms againft Paris. 

. To this I anfwered, that far from defiring- to difguife 
the truth, I was proud of doing homage to it, even at 
•riie riik of my life ; that I had never read (he infcrip- 
tion in queition ; on the contrary, I had remarked at 
the time the report of it was in circulation, that it was 
not to be found in the printed lifts of offices belonging 
to the interior department ; and that, in anfwer to the 
injurious imputations upon Risland, I had only two 
fsifts to oppofe ; the j^r/i hh. writings^ which all con- 
tained the beft principles of morality znd politics ; the 
'feeondi his forwardmg all thofe printed by order of the 
National Convention, even the fpeeches of ^the mem- 
bers of that affembly, who paffed* for the mod violent 

in oppofition. 

^uejiion. Do you know at what time Rqjland left Pa- 

jris,>and where he may be ? . 

Anfwer* 
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- Anfwer. "Wliether I do or not^ is what I n^tfaer ou^ 
©r choofe to tell* 

It was obferved^ this ob(^iiacy in confta&tly dif- 
jguifing the truth, proved I thought Roland guilty; 
that I fet myfelf in open rebellion againft the law ; that 
I forgot the duty of a perfon accufed, whom it behoves 
above all to reveal the trath to juftice. See* The pub- 
lic accufer, who put the qucftion, took care to accom- 
patry it, as he did every other he thought propef to aflc, 
with infulting epithets, and expreffions indicating anger. 
I attempted to anfwrar^J but he forbade details ; and 
both he and the judge, endeavouring to avail themfelves 
^f the kind of authority given by their office, employed 
all means to reduce me to filence, or to make me lay 
what they thought fit. Indignant at thetreatment, I told 
them I would complain in open court of their ufnbeardof 

and captious modfeof examination; that I would not 
fuffer mylelf to be brow-beaten ; and that I confidered 
the laws of reafon and nature as fuperior to all human in- 
ftituiions : then turning round to the clerk, * Take up 
your pen,' faid I, ^ and write.* 

Anfwer. ^ A perfon accufed is anfwerable for his' 
own aftions, but not for thofe of others. If, during 
more than four months, Roland had not folicited in vain 
the pafling of his accounts, he would not now be ob- 
liged to abfent himfelf, nor Ihould I, fuppofmg me to 
be acquainted with it, be obliged to make a fecret of 
his place of refidence. — I know of no law which requires 
me to betray the deareft fentiments of nature.* 

H££L£ the public accufer exclaimed in a rage, that 

there 
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there waft no end to my loquacity ; and here clo&d the 
examination. 

* How I pity you,' faid I calmly. * I forgive you 
even the difagreeable things you fay : you think you 
have a great criminal before you^ and are impatient 
to convict her. How unfortunate, is the man who en- 
tertains fuch {M-ejudices I You may fend me to the fcaf- 
fold ; but you cannot deprive me of the fatisfadion I de- 
rive from a good confcience, nor of the perfuafion that 
poflerity will revenge Roland and me, by devoting 
his perfecutors to infamy/ Beixig defired to choofe my 
advocate, I named Chauveau, and retired,, faying to 
them with a fmile, ^ I wiih you, in return for all the iU 
you mean to do to me, the fame peace of mind I enjoy, 
whatever may be the reward attached to it/ 

The examination took place in a room called the 
council-chamber, at a table with feveral perfons fitting 
round it^ who appeared to be there for the purpofe of 
writing, and who did nothing but liften to what I faid. 
There were many goers and comers ; nor could any 
thing be lefs fecret than the tranfa£tion. 



DRAUGHT OF A DEFENCE INTENDED TO 
BE READ TO THE TRIBUNAL*. 

The charge brought againft me refts entirely upon the 
pretended faft of my being the accomplice of men called 
confpirators. My intimacy with a few of them is of 

* Written at the ConciergtrU the m'^ht after her examination. 

much 
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much older date than the political circumftonces, in con* 
fequeirce of which they are now confidercd as rebels ; 
and the correfpondence we kept up through the medium 
of our common friends, at the time of their departure 
from Paris, was entirely foreign to public affairs. Pro- 
perly fpeaking, I have been engaged in no political cor- 
refpondence whatever, and in that refpeft I might con- 
fine myfelf to a fimple denial ; for T certainly cannot be 
called upon to give an account of my particular affe^ions. 
But I have a right td be proud of them, as well as of 
my conduct, nor do I wifli to conceal any thing from 
the public eye. ' I fliall therefore acknowledge, that, with 
expreflions of regret at my confinement, I received an 
intimation that Duperret had two letters for me, whe-' 
ther written by one or by two of my friends, before or 
after their leaving Paris, I cannot fay. Duperret had de- 
livered them into other hands, and they never came to 
mine. Another time I received a preffing invitation to 
break my chains, 'and an offer of ftrvices, to affift me 
in eflfefting my efcape in any way I might think proper, 
and to convey me whitherfoever I might afterwards wifli 
to go. I was diffuaded from liftening to fuch propofals 

by duty and by honour ; by duty, that I might not en- 
danger the fafety of thofe to whofe care I was confided ; 
and by honour becaufe at all events I preferred running 
the rifk of an unjuft trial, to expofmg myfelf to the 
fufpicion of guilt by a fliglit, unworthy of me. When 
I confented to be taken up on the 31 ft of May, it was 
not with the intention of afterwards making my efcape. 
In that alone confiils all my correfpondence with my 

fugitive 



fugitive friends. No doubt, if all m^ns of commuat'* 
cation had not been cut off, or if I had not been pre-* 
vented by confinement, I (hould have endeaToured 
to learn what was become of them ; for I kno\]|F of no 
law by which my doing fo is forbidden. In what age, or 
in what nation, was it ever confidered a crime to 
be faithful to thofe fentiments of efteem and brotherly af-- 
feflion which bind man to maaf I do not pretend to 
judge of the meafures of thofe who have been pro(cribed, 
they are unknown to me ; but I will never believft^in the 
evil intentions of men, of whole probity, civifm, aii4 
devotion to their country, I am thoroughly convinced. 
If they erred it was unwittingly ; they fall without beings 
dbafed ; and I regard them as unfortunate without.being 
liable to blame* lam perfectly eafy .as to their glory, 
and willingly confent to participate in the honour o£ be-^ 
ing opprefTed-by their enemies. I Jcnow thofe men, sc* 
cufed of confpiritig.againft their country, to have hccn 
determined repjublicans, but huiAane, and perfuaded diat 
good laws were negeffary to procure the republic the 
good- will of perfons who doubted whether ic could be 
maintained ; which it mufl be confeffed is more difficult 
than to kill them. The hiftory of every age proves, 
that it requires great talents to lead men to virtue by wife 
inftitutions, while fprce fuffices to opprefs them by terror 
or to annihilate them by death. I have heard^them affert, 
that abundance, as well as happinefs, can only proceed 
from an equitable, proteding, and beneficent govern- 
ment ; and that the omnipotence of the bayonet may 
produce fear, but not bread. I have feen them an: 

mated 
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mated by the moft lively enthufiafrn for the good of the 
people, difdaining to flatter them, and refolved rather to 
fall vi<Jtirns to their delufion than fete the means of keep- 
ing it up. I confefs thcfe principles, and tms con* 
du£): 'appeared to me totally different from th& feitti- 
ments and proceedings of tyrants or ambitious men, whc^ 
feek to ple^e the people to effefl: their fubjugation. It 
infpired me with th6 higheft efteem for thofe generous 
men : this error, if an error it be, will accompany me to 
the grav«, whither I (hall be proud of following thofe 
whom 1 was not permitted to accompany. 

Mv defence, I will venture to fay, is more neceffary 
to thofe, who really wifli to come at the truth, than it is 
to myfelf* Calm and contented in the confcioufnefs of 
having done my duty, I look forward to futurity with 
perfejft peace of mind. My ferious turn, and ftudious 
halMts, have preferved me stlike from the follies of diffi- 
pation, and from the buftle of intrigue. A friend to 
liberty, on which refleftion had taught me to fet a juft 
value, I beheld the revolution with delight, perfua'ded 
it was deftined to put an end to the arbitrary power 
I detefted,. and to the abufes I had fo often lament- 
ed, when refleSirtg with pity upon the fate of the 
indigent clafles of fociety. I took an intereft in the pro- 
grefs of the revolution, and fpoke with warmth of pub- 
lic affairs ; but I did not pafs the bounds prefcribed 
by my fex. Some fmall talents perhaps, a confiderable 
(hare of pTiilofophy, a degree of courage more uncom- 
mon, and which did not permit me to weaken my huf- 
band's energy in dangerous times: fuch perhaps are the 
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qualities which thofe who know me may have indif- 
crectly extolled, and which may have made me enemies 
among thofe to whom t am unknown. Roland fome- 
times employed me as a fecretary ; and the famous let- 
tefr to the king, for inftance, is copied entirely m my 
hand-writing : this would be an excellent count to add 
to my indiftment, if the Auftrians were trying me, and 
if they fliould have thought fit to extend a mimfter*s re- 
fponfibjlity to !us wife. But Roland long ago manifefted 
his knowledge, and his attachment to the great piftnciples 
of politics : the proofs of them exift in his numerous 
works, publiflied during the laft fifteen years. — ^His learn- 
inj^ and his probity aie all his own, nor did he (land in 
need of a wife to make him an able minifter. Never 
were conferences or fecret councils held at his houfe ; his 
colleagues, whoever they might be, and a few friends 
ami acquaintance, met once a week at his table, and 
there converfed in a public mannet on matters in which 
every body was concerned. As to the reft, the writings 
of that minifter, which breathe throughout a love of 
order and of peace, and which lay down in the mod 
forcible manner the beft principles gf morality and po- 
litics, will forever atteft his wifdom, as his accounts will 
prove his integrity, 

'i o return to the offence imputed to me, I have to 
cbi'ervc that I never was intimate with Duperret. I 

• 

law him now and then at the time of Roland's admini- 
ftration j but he never came to our houfe durmg the fix 
months that my hufbahd was no longer in office. The 
feme remark will apply to the other members, out 

friends. 
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fricnclMF^^ furely do^s ^et accord with the plots a^d 
coafpiracies laid (a our charge* It h evident by my 
firft ktter to Duperret, I cmly wrote to him becaufe I 
koew not to whom elfe to addrefs my£elf| and be^ 
caufe I imagined he would readily confent to oblige 
me. My correfpondence with him could pot then be 
concerted ; it could not be the confequenge of any 
previous^ intimacy,, and could have only on,e ob** 
jeft in view. It gave nie afterwards an opportunity of 
receiving accounts from thofe who had juft abfented 
themfelves, and with whom I was connefted by the 
ties of friendfhip, independently of all politicalconfider- 
ations. The latter were totally out of the queftion ia 
the kind of correfp ondence I kept up with them during 
the early part- of their abfence. No. written memorial 
bears witnefs againit me in that refpe£t^ thofe ad«* 
duced only leading to a belief that I partook of the 
opinions and fentiments of the perfons called eonfpira* 
tors. This deduction is well founded : I confefs it with- 
out referve, and am proud . of the conformity. But 
I never manifefted my opinions in a way which can. be 
conftrued into a crime, or which tended to occafion any 
difturbance. Now, to become an accomplice in any 
plan whatever, it i^ neceflary to give advice, or to fur- 
niih means of execution. I have done neither ; I^ am 
not then reprehenfible in the eye of the law — ^tbere is 
no law to condemn me, nor any faft which admits of the 
application of a law. 

I KNOW that in revolutions, law,, as wellasjurilce, is 

• 4 

often forgotten j and the proof of it is, that I am huTie*. 
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I owe my trial to nothiiig but t}ie prejudices, -wfM vid^ 
lent ammofities which arife'm times of great agtratton^ 
and which are generally dire£fced againft thofe who have 
been placed in confpicuous fituations, or are known to 
pofiefs any energy or fpirit« It would hare been eafy 
for my courage to put me out of the reach of the 
fentence I forefaw ; but I thought it rather became 
me to undergo it : I thought that I owed the example to 
my country ; I thought that if I "were to be condemned^, 
hmuft be right to leave tyranny all the odium of faepificing 
a woman whofe crime is that of pofleffing fome fmall 
talents which ihe never mifappiied, a zealous defire 
of the welfare of mankind, and courage eaoi^h to ac* 
imowledge her unfortunate friends, and to do homrage 
to virtue at the riik of her life. Minds which have 
any claim to greatnefs are^ capable of divefting thenu 
felves of felfiih confideratrons i they, feel they be- 
long to the whole huipan race ; and their views are di<« 
reded to pofterity alcfnc^ I am the wife pf a virtuous^ 
mat! e3;f)ofed to perfecution : and I was the fri^d of 
men who have been profcribed and immokited by dehi- 
fion, and the hatred of jealous mediocrity. It is neeef- 
fary that I fliould perifti in my turn^ becaufe it is a rufe 
with tyranny to facrifice thofe whom it has grievouily 
oppreffed, and to annihilate the very witneflfes of its 
mildeeds, I have this double claim to death from your 
hands, and I expeft it. When innocence walks to the 
fcafFoId, at the command of error and perverfity, ev^y 
ftep fhe takes is an advanee towards glory. May I be 
the laft vidim faerificed to the furious fpirit of party P 
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•I fiiall quit urith joy ^bisuafortimateearth, vriudb liral< 
lows ap the friends of virtue, aad drinks die blood of the 
juft. 

Truth ! friendfliip: ! my country ! facred obje^ 
fentiments dear to my heart, accept my laft facrifice. Mj 
life was devoted to you, and you will render my deack 
eafy and glorious. ^ 

Just heaven ! enlighten this unfortunate people (or 

whom I defired liberty Liberty ! — It is for 

nobladgpnds, wfao^defpife death, and who know hov 
upon occafion to give it to themfelves. It is* not tor 
weak beings who enter into a compofition with guili:, 
and cover felfifiinefs and cowardice with the name of 
prudence^ It is not for corrupt wretches who rife from 
the bed df debauchery, br from the mire of indigence:, 
to fead their eyes on the blood that dreams £rpm the 
fcafFold. It is the portion of a people who delight ia 
humamty, praftife juftice, defpife their flatterers^ and 
refpeft the truth. While yeu are not fuch -a people, O 
my fellow-citizens t you will talk in vain of liberty ; in* 
ftead of liberty you will have licentioufnefs, of which 
you will all &il vidims in your turns ; you will aik for 
bvead ; dead bodies will be given you i and you will at 
laft bow down your necks to the yoke. , 

1 HAVE neither concealed my fentimencs nor my opi- 
nions. I know that a Rpman lady was«fent to the fcaf- 
fold for lamenting the death of her fon. I know that ia 
times of deluHon and parly rage, he who dares avow 
liimfelf the friend of the condemned or of the profcribed 

expofes him&lf to their fate. But I dcfplTe death ; 

I 
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I nertt feared say thing but guilt, and I wilt not pur*' 
dttfe life at the ezpeace of a haife fubterfuge. Woe 
tp the times ! woe to the people-among whom doing 
honu^to difrcigarded truth can be attended with dan- 
ger» aad hs^pyhewho in fuch circuaiftajices is bold 
enough to brave it ! 

It is now your part to fee whether it anfwer your pur« 
pofe to condemn me without proof,, upon spiere matter 
of opinion, and vjkhout the fupport or jufti&catipn of 
any law« « 



1$ Brumain. 
' BY authority of the criminal revolutionary tribunfil 
tfaMifliffd by the law of the loth of March 1793, with-* 
oat tippesi to the tribunal of annulment, and alfo in vir- 
tue, of the power delegated by the law of 25 ^prU of 
the fame year^ to the laid tribunal fitting in the hall of 
jiiftice 9t Pari« : 

Th£ indiflmeat drawn up by t^e public accufer 
againft ftfery-JanePhfipon, wife of Jobn-Mary Roland,, 
%ed thirty«niae years, born at Paris, and dwelling there,. 
in the rue de h harpe^ of which the tenor is as hereafter 
foUoMreth: 

AMmy-^if^m Fmquier-Tinvilky public accufer of the 
extraordinary criminal and revQlutionary tribunal, (efta- 
blifted at Paris, by a 4^cree of the national convention^ 
of the loth of March, thefecond year of the republic, 
without appeal to the tribunal of annulment) by virtue 
of tijbe power to him given by the fecond article of ano- 
ther 
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(her dect^c of the convetition df'the 5th bf April fcA-i 
lowing:, importing that the public accufer of the faid tri- 
bunal is authorifed to arreft, profecute, and bring to 
judgment, on the denunciation of the conftituted autho- 
rities and of citizens. 

Sheweth that the fword of the law has recently 
ftruck feveral principal chiefs of the confpihacy which 
exift'ed againft the liberty and fafety of the French peo- 
ple ;^ but a great number of authors and accomplices off 
that c«)nfpiracy ftill exift, and hitherto have found means, 
by a cowardly flight, to avoid the juft pumflmient of 
their crimes : of the number is Roland, ex-minifter of 
the home department, the principal agent of the con- 
fpirators. The flight of fome of them did not put a 
flop to the correfpondelice between thofe who re* 
mained at Paris, as vrtU at liberty as in a ftate-of ar- 
reft : they correfponded alfo with thofe who had taken^ 
refuge at Caen, and other cities of the republic. Ro* 
land on leaving Paris left behind him his wife, who, al* 
though put in confinement in a houfe of arreft, condaiied 
to correfpond with the confpirators who had retired t^ 
Caen, through the medium b£ another who remained at 
Paris. That intriguing woman, who i« well known to 
have received, and aflembled at her houfe the princi- 
pal chiefs of the confpirators in fecret councils, of which 
(he was the foul, received, although in prifon, letters 
from Baibaroux and others of the refugees at Caen ; and 
always anfwered them in terms favourable to the con- 
fpiracy. Of this correfpondence the proof exifts, Firft, 
in a letter dated from Evreux, the 13th of June kft, 

writt^ 
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written by Barbaroux to Lauze Duperret^ in.which hs 
lays : ^* Do not forget the eftimable wife of Roland, and 
•* try to give her fome confolationin her prifon, by con- 
** ireying to her the good news, &c." 2dly, in a letter, 
dated the 1 5th of the faid month of June^ from the 
laid Barbaroux to the faid Lau2e Duperret, in which are 
the following paiTages. ^* You have no doubt executed 
•' mycommiflionin regard to Madame Roland, by trymg 
*« to convey to her fome* little confolation, — Make an et 
^ fort to feeher, and tell her^ that the iiventy-two pm^rib* 
•* ed, and all honeft men, (hare her affliftions, &c. Herf- 
•* with you will receive a letter which we have written to 
*^ that eftimable woman. I need not fay that you alone 
^ can execute this important commiilton ; fhe mu(t at all 
** events try to get out of her prifon, and into fome 
«« place of- £atfety> &c." 3dly> In a letter written by 
Lauze Duperret to the faid wife of Roland, in which he 
lays : ** I have kept for feveral days three letters ^hioh 
*^ Barbaroux and Bu^ot inclofed to me, without having 
** it in my power to convey them to you ; and what 
•^ is ftill more unfortunate, is, that at the n^toment I 
** might avail myfelf of: the means you afford me, 
** the thing is become impoffible, as they are in 
*' the hands of Petion, to whom. I thought it advife- 
"able to deliver them, fuppofmg he had It more in 
his power to forward them than anybody elfe, and who 
fet oiF vsrithout being able fo to doi I fhall this very 
day give notice of it to thofe citizen's to whom I am 
going to write by a fafe conveyance, and fiiall in* 
•* form them I have it now in my power tg execute 

" their 
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*♦ their commands wkh more punftuality, &c/* 4thl5r,' 
In a note dated the 24th of June, written by the above 
wife of Roland to Duperret, in which (he acquaints him 
flie has been releafed from the abbey ; that flie thought 
ihe was going to return home; but that before fhe 
reached it fhe was taken up and conduced to Sainte* * 
Pelag^e. 5thly, and laftly, in three other letters written 
by her in like manner to Lauze Duperret ; the firft ' 
dated June 6, the fecond without date, and thi third 
June 24. In the fecond fhe fays: **The accounts' 
** I receive from my friends are the only pleafure I 
** am fenfible of : you have aflifted in procuring me 
** that pleafure : tell them my confidence in their 
courage and knowledge of what they are capable 
of doing for liberty, (lands me inftead of every* 
thing, and confples me in all my misfortunes ; tell * 
them my efteem, my attachment, and my good 
wifhes, will follow them wherever they go, Barba- 
roux's hand-bill gave me gf eat plteafure," &c. 
After the contents of the faid letters there can be no 
doubt that the faid wife of Roland was one of the 
principal agents and abettors of the'confpiracy. 

Th£S£ things confidered, the public accufer has 
drawn up the prefeiit indictment againft Mary- Jane 
Phlipon, the wife of Roland, heretofore fninifter of 

the Interior, for having wickedly, and i^efignedly, aided 
and afliflred in the confpiracy which exifted againft the 
unity and indivifibility of the republic, againft the liberty 
and fafety of the French people, by affembKng at her 
houfe, in fecret council^ the principal chiefs of that i;on« 
PART II. ar fpiracy^ 
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fpiracy:» andby koqing up a corrdponde&ce tending, to 
facilitate their liberttdde defigns* 

Whcjcbfore the public accufer demands^ that a r^ 
cord be made^by the trlbonal a&cnbled^^fitheastGu&tcoa 
brought by him agaiaft Mary- Jane PhUppB^ the wi£e of 
Roland } and that in confequeace he, be ordered with 
his bed fpeed^ and by a ferjeant (buijj^rj .of th^ tribunid> 
bearer of the warrant, to take the faid Mary- Jane PhU- 
pon, w|£pof Roland, into cudody, and' to lodge her in 
th^ houfe of art eft of the Condergerie at Paris, there to- 
remain in clofe imprifonment ; as alfo that the faid war- 
rant be notified to the acct&ed, and to the tribunal of 
Paris. 

DoN£, in the cabinet of the public accufer, this fe« 
venteenth of Brumaire, inthe fecond year of the French 
republic, one and indivifible. 

(Signed) A. (^ Fouquier. 

The warrant iffued againft her by the tribunal,, and 
the minutes of the delivery of her pexfon in the houfc 
</ juftice of the Conciergerie, as^alfo the dficlaration of 
the jury of judgment, importing : 

That there has exifted a horrible confpiracy againft 
the unity and indivifibility of the republic^ the liberty 
irx\ fafety of the French people : 

That Mary- Jane Phlipon, wife of John-Mary Ro- 
land, is convifted of being one. of the abettors or ac- 
complices of that confpiracy. 

The tribunal, after having heard* the public accufer 
deliver his reafons concerning the application of the law 

condemns . 
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land, ex-miniiler, to the punHbment of tleath, in con- 
formity with the law of the fixteenth of December, one 
thoufand feven hundred and ninEty-two5 which has been 
^eady and Whidhis conceived inthefe terms : 

' '* The National Ccmvenfcion decrees, that whoever 
<(hall propofe or attempt to deftroy the unity of the 
French republic, or to detach its integral -parts to 
unite them to a foreign territory, i&all be pimii|fed with 
•death:** • • 

DECLARES the property of the faid wife of Roland 
confifcated to the ufe of the nation, in conformity with 
the law of the ioth of March laft, which has been read, 
and which is conceived in thefe terms : .*' The property 
of thofe who (hall be condemned to the punifliment of 
death, fliall be confifcated to the ufe of the republic : 
a provifioh fliall be made for fuch widows and children 
as have ©o property of their own*'*' 

Orbers the public accufer to fee that the pi:efent fen- 
tence be put in execution, within twenty-four hours, on 
the Place de la Revolution in this city, and to be printed 
and ported up throughout the whole extent of the re- 
public, wherever need may be^ 

Done, and pronounced in open court, the eighteenth 
of the month Brumaire, the fecond year of the French 
republic ; prefent, citizens Rene-Francis Dumas, vice- 
prefidcnt, performing the fundtions of prefidc:nt ; Ga- 
briel Deliege, Francis-Jofeph Deniibt, and Peter-Noel 

Sublcvrac, 
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SMoffu^ jadgM ; who have figoed die laimjtm^ vidi 
Wolff, clerk of the court. 
Collated. 
A true oopy^ delivered by the underfigned. 

Paris, lecretary C^rfffier^J 

Such was the fentence that fent to the fcaffbld, at 
the age of thirty-nine, a woman, whofe energetic difpo- 
fition, feeling heart, and cultivated mind, rendered her 
the dd%ht and admiration of all who knew her. Her 
death refle£ts equal glory on her fex, and difgrace on 
her executioners. 

It is not my province to draw her charafter : her 
writings exprefs it j her condud is her teftimony ; and 
hiftory will revenge the injuftice of her contempora- 
ries. 

The fentence was preceded for formes fake, and ac- 
cording to the cuftom of that horrible tribunal, by a 
mock trial (debatsj^ in which madam Roland was 
not allowed to fpeak, and in which hired ruffians vo- 
mited forth the mod atrocious calumnies before other 
ruffians, the execrable tools of Robefpierre, fo unwor- 
thily honoured with the title of judges and jurors. I 
have not been able to procure a detail of the proceed- 
ings, which, as is well known, muft not be taken in 
writing : but I know that only one perfon paid a tri- 
bute to truth, and that he was fome time after fent on 
that account to the fcafFold. I mean the worthy Le- 
cocq, who for eight months only Had lived with Roland 
as a fervant, and whofe ex;.e4llent qualities deferved a 

better fate. 

Madam 



4 Madam Rola&d<fid not deceive the expcSsaAoiQs d[ ^ 

ler friends. She was. conduded to the fczShld rwith all tl^ 

salmnefs of a great mind, fuperior to the idea of death 

nd poiTefling fufficient power to overcome ^he natural 

vror of immediate dilTolution. To exhibit ^ pidlure of 

.. jr lafl: moments, I cannot do better than bo/row the ele- . 

gant and impreflive pen of Roiuffe. The following is the 

r 

account he gives of them in his work intituled Memoires 
d'un detenu J pour/ervir arhijioire de la iytanmede Robe^ 
fpierre ; a, work which will funiiih hiftoryAvith more thaa 
one important delineation, and which vpll never be read 
without emotion. i 

" The blood of the itventj-iwo was .fUil warm when 
madam Roland was brought to the O^i^der^ie. Well 
aware of the fate that awaited her pea^ of mind 
continued undifturbed. Though paft the pilmeof life, 
file was ftill a charming woman: flie was tall and of 
elegant make ; and her countenance was exprel&ve ; but 
her misfortunes and long confinement had left traces 
of melancholy on her face, which tempered its natu- 
ral vivacity. She had the foul of a repubh'can in a 
body made up of graces, and fafliioned by a certain 
courtly ftyle of politenefs. Something more than is ge« 
perally found in the eyes of women beamed from hers, 
which were large, dark, and full of foftnefs and expref- 
fion. She often fpoke to me at the grate with the 
freedom and energy of a great map. This republican 
language, from the mouth of a pretty French woman, 
for whom the fcaffold was preparing, was one of -the 
miracles of the revolution to which we were, not then 

accuftomed« 
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flccttftomed* We all itood. fifteniog iai«id her, in 
Bdmiratum and aftomfliineiic Her coBvai^Kioa vas 
iei iout without bemg col4 « and ibe espreflEed herfelf 
'with a choice of wotdB, a harmony and cadence, that 
onade her language a kind of mufic wth which the 
jear was Jttnrer latisfied. She always fpoke of the mem- 
rbers^ who had jufl: been .put to death, whh refpeft ; but 
(file i|>Qke of them at the fame time withoutfeminine pity, 
and even reproached them with not having adopted 
meafures fufficiently energetic. She generally flyled 
them aur frundiii a^d often fent for Qaviere to con- 
verfe with him. Sometimes her fex would recover the 
afcendance \ and it was eafy to fee, that the recoileftion 
of her .daughter and her huiband had drawn tears from 
her eyes. This mixture of natural foftneis, and<2f for- 
titude^ rendered her the more interefting. The wo- 
man who waited on her, faid to me one day, ^ B^ore 
"^i^i: Jhe coils up uH.ber courage ; but in ier own rcamjhe 
fom€tlmesJlaindsforlMnirsiiigether<^leaning again^ her window 
0nd weeping.^ The day ihe was fent for to be examined, 
we faw her pafs with her ufual iixmnefs ; but when fhe 
returned the tears were gliftening in her eyes : ihe had 
been treated with fo much harflmefs, and qoeftions ib 
injurious to her honour had been aiked her, that her 
tears and her indignation had burft forth together. A 
.mercenary pedant coldly infulted this woman, celebrated 
ibr the excellence of her utiderftanding, a&d^who, at the 
hdoc of the National Convention, had reduced her ene- 
mies to filenoe, and forced thetn to adirlire the eafy 
j^races of her doqeoce. She remained eight d^-^ys at 

the 
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the Conciergerie ; and in that (hort time rendered herfelf 
dear to all the prifoners, who iincerely deplored her fate. 

The day (he was condemned, fhe was neatly dreff- 
cd in white ; and her long black hair flowed loofely to 
her waift. She would have moved the moft favage 
heart, but thofe monfters had no heart at all. Her drefs, 
however, was not meant to excite pity ; but was chofen 
as a fymbol of the purity of her mind. After her con- 
demnationj fhe pafled through the wicket with a quick 
ftep, befpeaking fomething like joy ; and indicated by 
an expreflive gefture, that Ihe was condemned to die. 
She had, for the companion of her misfortune, a man 
whofe fortitude was not equal to her own, but whom 
fhe found means to infpire with gaiety, fo Peering and fo 
real, that it feveral times brought a fmile upon his face. 

At the place of execution, fhe bowed down before the 
ftatue of Liberty, and pronounced thefe memorable 
words : Liberty j how many crimes are committed in thy 

name ! 

She often faid, that her hufband would not furvive 
her; aiuTfoon after we learned in our dungeons, that the 
virtuous Roland had killed himfelf on the public road, 
thereby indicating his wifh to die irreproachable in re- 
gard to courageous hofpitality. 

My heart, though fufFering many cruel torments in 
that horrible abode, felt nothing more feverely than 
the pang occafioned by the death of that celebrated wo^ 

man. — ^The remembrance of her murder, added to 
that of my unfortunatefriends, will make my mind a prey 
to inconfolable fbrrow to the lail period of my exiftenc^ 

SND OF TIUC 9SC0N0 FAI^T. 
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SUPPLEMENT*. 



Tbe Examination of Citizennefs Roland at the Abbey , taken 
from Dulaure^s paper called the Thermometre du 'j^our^ 
of the 2\Ji and 2ld June^ 1793. 

I CONSIDER it as an indifpenfable duty, whatever may 
be the prejudices of the public, to afford to perfbns ac- 
cufed the means of making known their juftification. 
This induces me to publifli the examination of ma- 
dam Roland* None but cowards, and men ftrangers 
to equity, can blame this condufk. Dulaure. 

The 1 2th of June, Louvet, an adminiftrator of the 
police, repaired to the Abbey to examine madam 
Roland. 

^uejiion. Are you not acquainted with the troubles 
which agitated the republic during and after the admi- 
niflration of citizen Roland, your hufband ? 

Anfwer. Thofe things were known to me, as 
to every one elfe, by converfations and the public 
papers. 

Obferved. This negative manner of a'nfwering a 
queftion is not fatisfaftory, newfpapers not giving that 
intimate knowledge which I muft certainly have had of 
public affairs. 

* This piece probably was inferted in the part of the Hiftoricai 
Memoirs which was burnt. It has been thought proper to ^ve it 
here by way of fiipplement, 

PART 11; » 2 z Anfwer* 
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Anpxer. I was not bound to acquire any fuch know- 
Ici'ge, fince as a woman I had no bufinefs to interfere 
in them. 

S^efltan. Had you no knowledge of a plan for a fe- 
derative republic, and for detaching the departments 

from Paris ? 

Jnfwer: I never heard of fach a thing : I caR fay, 
on the contrary, that Roland, and all the perfons I 
wa^ in the habit of feeing, conftantly ' fpoke in my 
j)i2fence of the expediency of maintaining the unity of 
the republic, as tending to give it greater force ; of 
the coiifequent neceffity of preferving an equilibrium 
bctnccn ail the departments ; of their wife that Pa- 
ris might do nothing to excke the jealoufy of the 

reft ; of their defire to fee jufiice and liberty, prevail 

« 

t!:iv:^*!';iicut France, and to concur in the maintenance 
cf them. 

Ohfcrved. That if thofe perfons fpoke of fujHce and 
Ubcriy without equality^ their principles were repre- 
hcnfiblc. 

Jjijljcr. In my opinion, as well as in that of the per- 
fons in queftion, equality is the neceffary conlequence of 
j'jjlicc and liberty. 

P^iejlion* Who were the perfons that compofed 'Ro- 
land's fociety and yours ? 

jlrifwcr. His old friends, and thofe with wfac^n he 

had bufinefs to tran&fl:. 

Ohfcrved. That it wouM be defirable to know the 
names of the citizens arid perfons of my own fex with 

Vvhom I was in the greateft habits of intimacy* 

Anfwer* 
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